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The Maze District  
of Canyonlands

October 2020
by Joe de Kehoe

In an attempt to squeeze in one more 
trip before the winter weather this year, I 
took a trip to the Maze District of 
Canyonlands National Park in Utah this 
past October. Canyonlands includes 
three districts, Needles, just west of 
Moab, Island in the Sky to the north, and 
The Maze on the west. The Maze district 
attracted me because of its remoteness, 
isolation, and Jeep trails through some 
fantastic scenery. 

In April 2019, I drove the White Rim 
Trail with some friends from Tennessee, 

and from the White Rim Trail, we could 
look to the south and see the labyrinth of 
canyons and spires that are in the Maze; 
I decided then I had to return to explore 
it. 

Consequently, I returned in October 
2019 to drive some of the trails in the 
Maze, and traveling south from Green 
River on a dirt road for 40+ miles, I was 
in some of the heaviest rain I have ever 
encountered, but I kept pushing through, 
hoping the weather would clear. It 
didn’t. When I arrived at the ranger 

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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station to get my permit, you couldn’t 
tell my Jeep’s color, and I couldn’t see 
out of the side windows because my 
tires had thrown up so much 
mud. I went inside to get my 
permit and listen to the Ranger’s 
instructions about camping in the 
area, and all the while she was 
speaking I could tell that she was 
trying to fathom the mental state 
of a person who wanted to be 
here in this weather. From the 
look in her eyes, I decided then 
that it was probably not prudent 
to drive out here in these 
conditions. I hate to turn around 
– I feel like a quitter, but in this 
instance my better judgment 
kicked in - thankfully. I returned 
to the motel in Green 
River, and during the 
night, the rain hardly let 
up at all. The next 
morning, I headed back 
home.

However, this past 
October, I returned to 
make up for the trip that 
I had to abandon. 
Though the Maze gets 
very few visitors, 
reservations are 
required, camping is 
permitted only in 
designated spots, no 
open fires, and 
everything has to be 
carried out (yup, that includes 
human waste). Other than the 
rangers at the park entrance, I 
didn’t see a soul for the three 
days I spent camping on this 
trip.

The jumping-off spot to get 
into the Maze was Green River, 
Utah, where I topped up with 
gas and groceries, and then it is 
a 58-mile drive south on a dirt 
road through high desert cattle 
pastures to reach the Hans Flat 
Ranger Station to pick up my permit. As 
a side note, a Hispanic family operates 

the market in Green River. I phoned 
them when I was leaving Colorado and 
asked them to marinate a steak for me 

that I picked up the next morning just 
before driving down to the park. So my 

first evening camping in the Maze 
featured delicious carne asada burritos 
grilled on my small Weber grill.

The Maze District’s 
geography is probably best 
described as two shelves – an 
upper plateau at the top of the 
Wingate Sandstone and a lower 
shelf at the base of the Wingate. 
The Wingate forms sheer vertical 
vermilion-colored cliffs 600 
– 800 feet tall in this area. At the 
bottom of the cliffs is the second 
shelf or bench at the top of the 
Cedar Mesa Sandstone. Locals 
refer to the upper desert plateau 
area as “Above the Ledge,” and 
the lower Cedar Mesa bench is 
“Below the Ledge.” Over 

millions of years, the 
Green and Colorado 
Rivers have carved the 
area into a labyrinth of 
canyons, mesas, and 
spires.

Before 1950 there 
were no roads Below 
the Ledge, only horse 
trails; most of the 4WD 
roads in the area today 
were built during the 
1950s by prospectors 
who came in search of 
uranium.

My camp the first 
night was at Panorama 
Point at the end of a 

long promontory, 50 feet from 
the cliff edge, and the view was 
fantastic. Unfortunately, when I 
was there, the air was hazy with 
smoke from fires in the western 
U.S., but it was still an 
extraordinary overlook. From 
my vantage point, I could look 
down several thousand feet to 
the Jeep trail on the Cedar Mesa 
bench where I would be driving 
the next day.

Except for footprints and tire 
tracks, you would never know anyone 
had ever been at this campsite before; 
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the sites were pristine, and I hope I left 
them that way also.

Driving out of Panorama Point the 
next morning was more difficult than the 
drive in because of some steep ledges that 
I had to climb, but I was in no hurry and 
frequently stopped to take in the view. 

The connecting road from Panorama 
Point to my next campsite is called the 
Flint Trail, and I was a little disappointed 
when as I traveled south because it was 
just a 2WD dirt road with very little 
scenery. However, that soon changed as 
I rounded a corner and started the steep 
descent down a series of switchbacks. 
My Jeep is a short wheel-base 2-door 
Rubicon, and several of the switchbacks 
were too tight for me to make the turn 
without backing up. I hope this write-up 
encourages some of the Desert Explorers 
group to visit the Maze, but I would not 
attempt the Flint Trail switchbacks in 
anything but a 4WD vehicle and no trailers.

My second two nights were at the 
Maze Overlook camp. From this camp, 
it is easy to see how The Maze district 
got its name. Standing at the top of the 
bench and looking east is a jumble of 
canyons, side canyons, and crazy 

winding passageways carved into the 
Cedar Mesa Sandstone over the past ten 
million years. The Horse Canyon hiking 
trail leads to the dry wash at the 
canyon’s bottom from my campsite, 
where it is relatively easy walking. It 
took me a couple of hours to hike down 
to the dry wash, mainly because at every 

turn, the scenery changed, and I stopped 
to take more pictures. I found the hike 
back up to the campsite in the midday 
sun to be a little grueling, and I was 
looking forward to getting back to camp 
and a cooler full of Corona (cerveza, not 
the virus).

The next morning, I left camp and 
headed for Ekker Butte that was only 
about 12 miles away, only intending to 
explore more of the areas and check out 

the campsite for a future trip. On most of 
this drive, the road is a few hundred 
yards from the edge of the rim, but 
occasionally it approaches to within a 
few feet of the cliff. It makes you pay 
attention, though. Part of this drive was 
almost directly under Panorama Point, 
where I had camped two nights before. 

Some consider Ekker Butte campsite 
to be one of the less desirable sites 
because there are no trees, and the site is 
all on slickrock. Still, personally, it is 
now one of my favorites because just a 
short walk from the camp out on a 
narrow promontory takes you to an 
extraordinary 180-degree view of the 
Green River.

I returned to the Maze Overlook 
camp that afternoon, and the next 
morning packed up my gear and headed 
back up the Flint Trail switchbacks and 
arrived back in Green River by about 
4:00 p.m. As one author has put it, “If 
you are willing to put up with hours of 
bone-rattling 4WD travel, the Maze 
District of Canyonlands can provide a 
richly rewarding wilderness experience.” 
I’m already planning to return to the area 
this coming spring. ~ Joe



For the Birds
by Bob Jaussaud

Most of us have heard the phrase  
“It’s for the birds.” It is frequently used 
to convey that something is worthless, 
trivial or annoying. The saying 
originated as U.S. Army slang toward 
the end of World War II and was defined 
in an edition of American Speech from 
1944. It seems that birds will peck at 
horse manure looking for seeds, so 
“That’s for the birds” referenced horse 
manure, as in “That’s a bunch of crap.” 

So I think it is appropriate to say it is 
definitely “for the birds” that DE trips 
and get-togethers have been postponed 
for so long. In fact almost all our social 
gatherings have been affected. This last 
Christmas and New Year, Sue and I were 
isolated at our place on the Colorado 
River. That was strictly “for the birds” 
but on a positive note it was interesting 
that we observed so many wild birds 
around us. It would have been nice for 
us to be “free as a bird” but that was not 
the case. Anyway, we took many 
pictures of birds and all were taken on or 
near our property by myself, Sue or 
Vicki. ~ Joeso
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Felicity, California
By Jay Lawrence

So, let’s say you’ve led a colorful 
life. Successful invesment banker. 
Parachute enthusiast. The father of 
American skydiving. A Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Marines... and the author 
of a children’s book, Coe, the Good 
Dragon at the Center of the World. 

Let’s say you are Jacques-Andres 
Istel. What do you do when you have a 
bit of time on your hands and the means 
to follow your dreams? In 1985 Istel 
decided he would found the town of 
Felicity (Population: 2), “Dedicated to 
Remembrance.” The town is named for 
his wife, Felicia. 

The town has a plaque inside a 
pyramid in which the story claims the 
official center of the world is located. 
The town also has various other 
structures, including thousands of 
granite monuments on which important 
names and events are engraved. In 1985, 

Imperial County, California recognized 
the site as the Official Center of the 
World, as did the French government in 
1989. Istel has been the mayor of 
Felicity for more than 30 years. 

Felicity features a huge area covered 
with walkways and engraved red granite 
slabs, The Museum of Granite.

From Wikipedia: “The Museum of 
History in Granite, now a candidate as a 
World Heritage Site, was founded by 
Istel as a division of the Hall of Fame of 
Parachuting. This multi-decade effort is 
the crowning achievement of his life. 
Granite monuments include eight 
monuments to the History of Humanity, 
the History of Arizona, the Marine Corps 
Korean War Memorial, the History of 
French Aviation, the History of the 
French Foreign Legion and the History 
of the United States of America. These 
100 foot granite monuments are 

designed to last 4000 years.
In 2014 Time,Inc named the design 

(by Istel and lifelong friend Wolfgang 
Lieschke) one of 24 in America worth 
the voyage. In 2014 Northern Arizona 
University started using museum 
monument panels as teaching tools for 
student teachers.”

Istel has lectured at Princeton, Yale, 
Harvard, MIT, and West Point.

Three books of history by Jacques-
Andre Istel are published: The History of 
Arizona, The History of Humanity 
Volume I - Engraved in Granite, and The 
History of the United States of America-
Engraved in Granite. 

If you happen to be in the southeast 
corner of California, Felicity is about 13 
miles west of Yuma on U.S. Interstate 8. 
It is still a work in progress and quite a 
statement by an energetic man.  ~ Jay
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Desert Explorers At Large

New Pup!
Got myself a new puppy for 

Christmas. She’s an Alaskan Malamute; 
I didn’t know they came in white, but it 
turns out to be an acceptable color. I 
found her in Madison, CA, a tiny 
community west of Sacramento. So I 
spent Christmas in Santa Barbara with 
my son David and his family and from 
there I drove up to Madison and back on 
the 26th -an 800 mile round trip drive. I 
have never driven that far in one day. 
Boy was I pooped when I finally got 
back to Santa Barbara! She and Lily 
have a fine time playing together. 

~ Marian Johns

I’m sure we are all glad that 2020 is 
finally over! Little did we know when 
we were celebrating last New Years’ 
Eve what we were in for this year.

The only good news is that the 
Desert Explorers are still here and 
actually quite strong. We are poised to 
have a very active schedule once the 
COVID smoke clears. Indeed, some 
good things have actually happened as a 
result of the pandemic. A good example 
is the utilization of ZOOM technology 
for our business meetings. This needs 
further discussion, but I think we will be 
able to continue to take advantage of 
this in the future as we will likely 
continue to have some virtual meetings.

Our next virtual meeting is now 
scheduled for January 25, 2021 at 
7:00 Pacific Standard Time. 
Reminders with more information 
regarding this meeting, as well as an 
agenda, will be broadcast in upcoming 
email blasts. We have scheduled what 
should be some lively and interesting 
discussion topics including 
strengthening our relationship with the 
Museum and obtaining the active 
involvement with the club of a greater 
percentage of our members. This should 
be a great meeting and, hopefully, we 
can get a great turnout to celebrate this 
most welcome New Year.

Take care and please be safe. I’m 
looking forward to seeing all of you for 
the ZOOM session!   ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

Mojave River 
Valley Museum 
Facebook Page 

All Desert Explorers should also be 
members of the Mojave River Valley 
Museum, which is our parent 
organization, and receive the great 
newsletter the Museum publishes.  You 
should also check out the Facebook page 
for the Mojave River Valley Museum!  

Walter Feller, who also runs the 
MojaveDesert.net website, posts 
interesting facts and tidbits to the 
Museum Facebook page, almost daily.  
There is lots of interesting information 
and little known facts that are posted.

Here is a sample of a post from 
12/29/20: A Short History of our Local 
Stage Coaches. This is a partial list of 
the public transportation that was 
available before the railroads came to 
our desert. https://mojavedesert.net/
stagecoaches/

https://mojavedesert.net/


Here are the winners for the 
December Lost puzzle: Jay Lawrence, 
Leonard Friedman, Nelson Miller, Ed 
Jack and Craig Baker. The correct 
location was the West Gate Visitor’s 
Center, Edwards Air Force Base.

Edwards Air Force Base
In December 1949, Muroc Army 

Airfield was renamed Edwards Air Force 
Base in honor of Captain Glen Edwards 
(1918–1948), who was killed a year 
earlier in the crash of the Northrop 
YB-49 Flying Wing. During World War 
II, he flew A-20 Havoc light attack 
bombers in the North African campaign 
on 50 hazardous, low-level missions 
against German tanks, convoys, troops, 
bridges, airfields, and other tactical 
targets. Edwards became a test pilot in 
1943 and spent much of his time at 
Muroc Army Air Field, on California’s 
high desert, testing wide varieties of 
experimental prototype aircraft. He died 
in the crash of a Northrop YB-49 Flying 
Wing near Muroc AFB on 5 June 1948. 
From the time Edwards Air Force Base 
was named, speed and altitude records 
began to pile up as new aircraft were 
developed and the base started to build 
and branch out significantly. 

The major aircraft systems that were 
tested and developed during the 1960s, 
the T-38 Talon, B.52H Stratofortress, F-4 

and RF-4 Phantom II, the F-111 and 
FB-111, C-141 Starlifter and C-5 
Galaxy, all became mainstays in the 
USAF operational inventory. Another 
aircraft gained world fame in the late 
1960s at Edwards: the Lockheed YF-
12A, a precursor to the SR-71 Blackbird, 
shattered nine records in one day of 
testing at Edwards. The SR-71’s full 
capabilities remain classified, but the 
records set on 1 May 1965 included a 
sustained speed of 2,070 miles per hour 
(3,330 km/h) and an altitude of 80,257 
feet (15 mi; 24 km) 

New aircraft types arrived in the 
1970s: the F-15 Eagle with its advanced 
engine and fire-control system; the 
single-engine F-16 Fighting Falcon with 
its revolutionary “fly-by-wire” flight 

control system; and the B-1 Lancer with 
its multitude of highly sophisticated 
offensive and defensive systems. 

Here’s a “Then-And-Now” picture  
of Downtown Lancaster, Sierra Hwy  
and Lancaster Blvd., 1913 and 2020, 
looking South:

Bob is lost again and as usual he is 
looking for a ride. Send your guess for 
this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

December Lost: Where Am I? West Gate, Edwards Air Force Base Visitor’s Center

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

 • POSTPONED •

DE River Days
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
• POSTPONED •

December 2020 • Leader: Nelson 
Miller

Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Ed Jack Thousand Oaks KM6NTV
Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY
Ingo Werk Wilmington KK6EWB

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com
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