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 Mal, Mignon  
and Joaquin Utah Trip

by Mignon Slentz
 Mal Roode, Mignon and Joaquin 

Slentz made up our small group that 
journeyed to northeast Utah. We saw 
rock art, waterways and historic ranches. 
The weather was 
perfect, fall 
colors were 
showing and we 
camped under 
the full moon. 

Starvation 
Reservoir is a 
sprawling body 
of water four 
miles northwest 
of Duchesne.  
We had the place 
ourselves and 
enjoyed a 
beautiful sunset. 
Unfortunately 
the area was 
littered. 

The 
McConkie 
Ranch, located 
in Dry Fork 
Canyon, 
northwest of 
Vernal was our next stop. These 
petroglyphs are world renown and show 
trapezoidal body shapes. The trails take 
you up to view nine foot tall figures. 
This is on private land and a five dollar 
group donation is appreciated.

I was really looking forward to 

showing off the Swett Ranch but the 
buildings were closed for the season. 
Mal was still able to capture a cabin’s 
interior through the window. 

Next to an 
old dugout is a 
plaque that says 
Butch Cassidy 
and his gang 
used it for a 
hideout. The 
next morning 
we crossed over 
the Green River 
on an old 
suspension 
bridge and 
enjoyed the 
scenery through 
Crouse Canyon. 

Later we 
entered Nine 
Mile Road and 
proceeded into 
the canyon. Nine 
Mile Canyon is 
famous for its 
well preserved 
rock art. “The 

Great Hunt” panel is world famous and 
includes at least 30 bighorn sheep and 
eight anthropomorphs that have been 
interpreted as a communal hunt. 

We camped at the ranch on grass 
under shaded trees and were allowed to 
have a campfire. The three dollar hot 

Starvation Reservoir. We had the place ourselves and 
enjoyed a beautiful sunset.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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showers were wonderful. There are also 
cabins for rent. 

Our last night we camped in the yard 
of a friend near Panguitch and I made 
grilled cheese sandwiches. 

We honestly needed a couple more 
days to see everything. Mal took most of 
the photos! ~ Mignon

Indian Blanket

Sheep Shelter Cave

Fremont Culture  
1-1200 A.D. 

Swett Ranch

Big Buffalo

Butch’s Hideout

Great Hunt Panel

Flaming Gorge Reservoir

Nine Mile Road

Mignon making  
Grilled Cheese 
sandwiches

Green River



South to Durango
by Axel Heller

After spending three nights in 
Yellowstone, we headed south along  
US 191 into Colorado. Near I-80, we 
observed four smoke plumes coming 
from the Rocky Mountain range. We 
learned that these fires had been burning 
for at least two weeks but we were going 
to bypass the fires to the west.

We passed the east side of Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir in Utah; the reds were 
just awesome. Mother 
Nature just outdid herself 
with the landscaping that we 
were driving through. Our 
goal was to spend the night 
in Grand Junction, but the 
smoke from the fires looked 
denser further south, so we 
pulled into a Colorado State 
Park, Highline Lake for the 
night. About 9:00 p.m. we 
looked out and saw the red 
glow of fire. Our thoughts 
were that it was really close, 
but our depth perception 
was poor in the night and it 
turned out to be about 40 
miles away in the 
mountains. Our decision to 
camp about five miles out of 
Grand Junction turned out to 
be the best choice. Grand 
Junction had a dense haze/
smoke layer, and later they 
actually closed I-70 due to 
smoke/visibility. Our real 
adventure for the day started 
when we took US-550 from 
Ouray to Red Mountain pass.

Ouray Named after Chief Ouray of 
the Ute Nation. Chief Ouray tried to 
settle peacefully with the settlers and 
made several treaties with the US and 
he met with Presidents Lincoln and 
Grant in those endeavors. Chief Ouray 
realized that fighting the US was not 
beneficial for the Ute Nation and gave 
up several million acres of prime real 

estate and not lose his people in battle.
What gets your attention is the 

Historic Main Street District, US-550. 
The town was incorporated in 1876 and 
had over thirty active mines. The Camp 
Bird Mine was the second largest mine 
in Colorado and by 1906 produced over 
one million troy ounces of gold and 
four million troy ounces of silver. 
Ouray also has several developed hot 

springs pools. The town bills itself as 
the Switzerland of America, due to 
climate and environment and being 
surrounded by three walls of the 
canyon. I do plan sometime in the 
future to return without COVID and my 
RV hindering my ability to park.

Million Dollar Highway Leaving 
Ouray, we took US-550, the Million 
Dollar Highway. The disputed name 

comes from legends that it cost 
$1,000,000 per mile to build in the 
1920’s, or that $1,000,000 of gold ore 
was used as fill. I can also add that it 
may cost over $1,000,000 to maintain 
per mile each year.

The road is about twelve miles to the 
Red Mountain Pass of 11,018 feet, but 
there is a 10% grade, narrow two lane 
road with hairpin turns and NO 

guardrails!! There was 
construction to repair 
many areas where the road 
bed fell down the canyon. 
Prior to becoming US 550 
in the 1920s, there were 
two toll roads built in 
1880s towards Silverton. 
The road after Red 
Mountain Pass was smooth 
to Silverton, total mileage 
from Ouray to Silverton is 
23 miles. We bypassed 
Silverton and continued 
onwards to Durango.

Durango I will call 
Durango a “Modern 
Historic Town.” Modern 
because it has all of the 
conveniences of a city 
(Walmart & TRAFFIC), 
but has a section of the 
1880’s preserved. This 
historic section is where 
the Durango-Silverton 
Train Depot is located.

I took the Durango-
Silverton Railroad in 

August 1978. I was leading a group of 
Explorer Scouts on a backpack into the 
San Juan Mountains. We exited the train 
at one of two designated spots for 
backpackers and disappeared into the 
wilderness. Our tickets were open ended 
and we could be picked up anywhere 
along the line, just need to be sighted by 
the track inspector to radio back for 
pick-up. This year, due to COVID, the 
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Ash from the fire

Fire from the camp site



train only ran about one-third of the 
track, so Silverton will again be part of a 
future trip.

The train museum is not just about 
the train system, but a history of the 
town. There are two train engines, 
luxurious train cars (owned by the 

president of the railroad), and rail 
maintenance cars, with an operating HO 
train model of the local area and 
Diorama displays of the early mines and 
smaller towns. I enjoyed the recruiting 
poster for Pancho Villa. Overhead was  
a replica of the first airplane that landed 

in Durango. There was lot of small-town 
history crammed into a small space.

When the day comes that things 
finally get back to the “Old Normal”,  
I hope to return to this scenic area, take 
the train on a round trip to Silverton and 
be a tourist in Ouray. ~ Axel
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Escaping the Fall Color Crowds
by Joeso

Sue and I thought it would be nice to 
lead a Fall Colors DE Trip in the 
Flagstaff area, maybe in 2021 when 
COVID is behind us? So, we were 
happy when folks in our “social 
bubble” including Ron, 
Mignon and Vicki said they’d 
like to join us for a pre-run this 
year. Before Sue and I could 
go, however, I needed to get 
the differential of our Skamper 
camper truck put back together. 
As last reported, all the 
required parts had been 
rounded up and I “just” needed 
to put it all together. This 
turned out to be quite a 
sensitive task. I had read on the 
internet about all the critical 
specs 
required, but 
not having a 
dial gauge, a 
10 inch/pound 
torque wrench 
or electronic 
digital 
calipers, I had 
to use the old 
“feeler” 
gauge. When 
it felt right, I 
locked it in. Finally, 
with everything 
bolted back together 
and no spare parts 
left over, it was time 
to take it off the 
jacks and go for a 
test drive. But when 
I put it in gear to back out of the 
garage, it didn’t move. The differential 
seemed to be locked up and the truck 
wouldn’t move forward or reverse. I 
was nearing panic mode when I finally 
realized I had forgotten to remove the 
safety blocks that were securely placed 
around the front wheels. Luckily, with 

the blocks removed everything checked 
out OK and the truck performed well 
during the trip. 

The Fall colors in the Flagstaff area 
are spectacular, but so are the hordes of 

people enjoying 
the colors. 
Snowbowl Road has some outstanding 
color but there are so many people 
enjoying it that it was really hard to  
find a spot to park. Even the 4WD road 
into Lockett Meadow was jammed with 
all kinds of cars. When we finally 

reached Lockett Meadows, it was so 
crowded that we just turned around and 
skedaddled. Fortunately, we had several 
interesting spots to check out that 
thankfully had not been recently written 

up in “Arizona Highways.” 
North of Flagstaff we found 

the old Red Butte Airfield. This 
was the site of the first scenic 
flights over the Grand Canyon 
which began in 1927 and 
eventually made use of Ford 
Tri-Motor airplanes. In those 
days there was a “Great 
House” adjacent to the airfield 
that rivaled the El Tovar 
Lodge. At the time of our visit, 
the old hanger and several out 
buildings were still standing. 

On day two 
we stopped for 
a pleasant lunch 
at Hull Cabin, 
just a short 
ways from the 
Grand Canyon 
South Rim. The 
cabin and barn 
were 
constructed 
with hand-hewn 
logs put 

together by the 
William Hull family 
in the 1880s. The 
property was 
acquired by the 
Forest Service in 
1907 and used for a 
short while as a 
ranger station. 

Our most unique 
find was the Grandview Lookout Tower 
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in 1936. The 80 foot steel tower is still 
very sturdy and affords quite a view 
from the top. 

After leaving our dispersed camp on 
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day three we warmed up with a hike 
into Gold Pond and Sycamore Falls in 
Sycamore Canyon, the second largest 
canyon in Arizona redrock country. The 
creek flowing through Sycamore Canyon 
is a tributary of the Verde River. We 
found the best Fall color in Sycamore 
Canyon and no one else was around.  
Our kind of place. 

There is a very scenic Verde Canyon 
Railroad trestle just west of Perkinsville.  

A wonderful old plaque riveted on it 
indicated it was constructed in 1898 and 
refurbished in 1928. 

East of Ashfork we found two railroad 
dams constructed by the Santa Fe to 
provide water for their non condensing 
steam engines. One dam was very rare, 
being only 1 of 3 steel dams constructed 
and the last one in use. The Ashfork-
Bainbridge Steel Dam was built in 1898 
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Bob,Sue & Ron on Perkinsville trestle - Mignon

and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Half a mile away is the 
Stone Dam constructed in 1911 using 
huge blocks of pink sandstone. There 
was significant water behind both dams. 

Quite a find for us was the JD Cabin 
and homestead deep in the Kaibab 
Forest. The site was purportedly settled 
by James Douglas in the 1870s. A cabin 
and barn were still standing. 

And of course we drove Old Route 
66 both coming and going. It is always 
a pleasure. 

So please plan to join us when  
we can finally use what we have 
learned and do an official trip, 
hopefully next Fall. ~ Joeso



7 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 294 noveMbeR 2020

Getting Our Desert Fix
By Lindsay Woods

Growing up in Hesperia, I spent a lot 
of time out in the Mojave with my father 
and grandfathers. This taught me to 
appreciate the many things the desert has 
to offer. So, it’s that time of year when I 
enjoy being out in the desert. So, what’s a 
guy to do? Get a group of friends together 
and GET OUT THERE! 

In early October I invited 
a few of my friends to join 
me in getting out and about 
for an overnight experience. I 
expected to have about 20 
takers but was surprised 
when 51 people decided to 
join in. We headed out to an 
undisclosed facility 
in the Newberry 
Springs area on 
Friday, October 
9th, had dinner and 
hung out with each 
other. Saturday 
after breakfast, we 
packed up and 
headed out in the 
general direction of the Alvord Mine for 
some exploring.

After helping some of our less 
experienced off-roaders to get unstuck 
and troubleshooting a few minor vehicle 
issues, we made it to Alvord Mine. 
According to mojavedesert.net:

“The Alvord Consolidated Quartz 
Mining Company, in February, 1881, 
agreed to issue 75,000 shares of stock to 
raise money to develop their newly found 
mine, located about 20 miles east of 
Calico.

By April, 1885 work had begun. Ore 
was being hauled daily to Camp 
Cady where the existing Huntington 
Centrifugal Mill had recently been 
augmented with the addition of the 
Huntington five-stamp mill. Later reports 
indicate an arrastre was used to mill the 
ore at the very beginning. Ore was 
treated at Hawley’s, in addition to Camp 

Cady in the late 1880s.
In the early 1890s, a mill was built, 

probably at Alvord Well, at the mouth of 
the canyon below the mine, which ran 
until it burned in September, 1891. 
Alvord Mine figures for July and August, 
1891, showed an assay of between $6 

and $18 a ton in gold. During the last 10 
days before the mill burned, $1,430 in 
bullion was produced. Total production 
of gold from the Alvord Mine up to that 
time was placed at $50,000.

The mine changed owners several 
times before a group of Pasadena 
businessmen, incorporated as the Carter 
Gold Mining Company, gained control of 
the property and operated it from 1885 

until late 1891. This company owned the 
water rights for Paradise Springs, 9 
miles north of the mine, and for Mule 
Spring 1 mile east. The water at Mule 
Spring is weakly saline and was used 
only for camp purposes. In 1895, 
considerable prospecting was done on 

the property and 
in order to test 
the ore, the 
Alvord Mining 
Company of 
Pasadena erected 
a five-stamp mill 
2 miles from the 
mine, probably at 
the site of the 
burned mill.

From 1906 to 1910, 
the Alvord Mining 
Company of San Diego 
operated the mine and 
installed as six-stamp 
Nisson mill near the 
mine. The Tintic 
Bonanza Mining 

Company of Salt Lake City operated the 
mine from 1916 to 1920. Mr. McCormick, 
a resident of Yermo, was the owner in 
1923 and planned to open the mine. In 
1925, the Dell ‘Osso Gold Mining 
Company acquired the property and 6 
claims were patented in 1931. The 
property was active for several months 
during 1932 and 1933, and was under 
lease to Roy Waughtel of Manix from 
December, 1950, to January, 1952. Since 
1952, the property has been idle. The 
mill has been removed and one of the 
wooden buildings and a small bridge 
were burned in the early 1970s. Two 
stone buildings remained in the early 
1970s.”

When we arrived at the mine after a 
few hours of exploring the surrounding 
area, we had lunch and the majority of 
the group headed into the mine for some 
underground exploration. I am always 
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surprised how many of our local 
residents do not know much about our 
local history and the fascinating things 
do and see in the Mojave. It is always fun 

to introduce new people to the desert.
We returned to our camp location 

where we then did a little, well actually  
A LOT, of shooting before ending our 

day with an AWESOME tri-tip dinner. 
Following dinner we hit the road and 
returned home after another great time 
getting our desert fix. ~ Lindsay

The Wickers in 
Joshua Tree

After 7 months without a desert 
outing, Ding and I recently took a day trip 
to Joshua Tree National Park. Lots of 
others had the same idea, but it was still 
possible to find some peace and quiet.
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Desert Explorers At Large

Afton Canyon Water Crossing
The deep water crossing in Afton 

Canyon on the Mojave Road has been 
mostly filled in. We drove it on October 28 
and the water level is 4”- 5” deep. There is 
a stockpile of rock near the repair 
indicating to me that the “fix” may be 
maintained. ~ John Marnell

Feline Visitor at the Stoll’s
Lookie who came to visit just about 

dusk on our back wall, looking hot and 
thirsty. Hope it found the water. We 
wonder if the heat or the fire or both 
brought it down. ~ Anne Stoll

Fire at Cerro Gordo
From sierrawave.net: The historic 

American Hotel, built in 1871, the Crapo 
House and the Ice House at Cerro Gordo 
burned down in what is thought to have 
been an electrical fire in an early morning 
fire on Monday, June 15, 2020. No injuries 
were reported, and the rest of the town is 
intact. Photo shows Alan and daughter 
Holiday at the mine site  ~ Alan Heller

Mr. Cool, Charlie Dupree
This is Charlie.  He is six years old and 

is a Tonkinese. He does high fives, hands 
up, and uses a toilet. He knows his name 
and several other words such as “wanna go 
for a walk?”,“Wanna fishie snack?” and 
“Wanna snack?”  ~ Jerry & Dolly Dupree

Skidoo
Craig Baker was wandering around  

the Death Valley area and came home 
with some new photos and stories.  

You’ll have to chase him down for the 
stories, but here are his photos. 
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Escape to Little Finland
By Debbie Miller Marschke

Steve and I hit the road in early 
September on a loosely planned trip 
that found us spending some time in 
Mesquite, Nevada. We found our way 
to the Virgin Valley Museum, enjoying 
the displays and artifacts; it’s worth a 

stop because it has a treasure trove of 
unique items. I also had an ulterior 
motive, I was hoping to find a source 
that had specific directions to a place I 
had heard of, “Little Finland.” Luckily, 
I hit paydirt when talking to the 

museum docent. Not only did she know 
what I was talking about, she 
photocopied all the hand drawn maps 
that folks had shared with the museum. 
This made me extremely happy, 
because I only had a vague idea of how 
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to find the place. Armed with the 
locally sourced materials, we hit 
the road and headed towards 
Gold Butte National Monument. 
We now had our treasure maps, 
complete with the “x” marking 
the “spot”!

We had been provided with 
several maps that had other 
interesting destinations, so it was 
tempting to become distracted 
along the way. All I can say is…
we need to come back again 
when the DE is running trips and 
the weather is good! 

The road into Gold Butte 
National Monument was 
unmaintained dirt.  For at least 
20 miles we endured a hellish 
washboard that had us worrying 
that our vehicle’s nuts and bolts 
would be shaken loose before we 
arrived.  Airing down helped a 
little bit, but not enough.  I really 
wish folks would just put their 
vehicles in 4WD right away and 
stop making more washboard!  
The washboard was so awful, we 
actually discussed turning back.  
But both of us were suffering 
from extreme cabin fever, we 
needed a good adventure. 

We had a late start to Little 
Finland after time spent in the 
Museum.  We had to pass many 
interesting features, like Whitney 
Pockets, just to make sure we did 
not run out of time (we did not 
have our camping gear in the 
Jeep).  Whitney Pockets 
reminded me of Valley of Fire, 
with its colorful sandstones and 
features that yelled out for us to 
stop.  We had to keep going, but 
we’ll be back sometime to check 
that out.

We came to a decision point 
on our maps: there was a short 
cut that potentially saved us 5 
miles. It was not well marked, so 
it came with a risk of becoming 
lost in the middle of nowhere.  

We trusted our navigation skills 
and took the shortcut.  This lead 
us into an interesting wash lined 
with gypsum deposits.  I 
relented, we had to stop and 
investigate.  While stopped and 
eating lunch, we were passed by 
one other vehicle which was the 
only one we encountered during 
this backcountry sortie.  
Something to consider – it would 
have been a long walk back to 
town if something did go wrong 
with our vehicle.

We were not too far from our 
destination now.  Our maps 
indicated that we needed to park 
and hike to Little Finland.  Later 
we found out that this advice was 
not 100% true.  You can park at a 
corral and hike in, or continue to 
drive a few more miles and 
arrive at the flank of the 
formations.   No problem, the 
whole key to enjoying Little 
Finland is to climb up into it and 
around it.  You really don’t get 
much enjoyment just from 
gazing at it in the front seat.

The formations are red rock 
sandstone, wind sculpted and 
contorted.  They are similar to 
what you would see in Valley of 
Fire or Coyote Buttes AZ. These 
formations have thin “fins”, fragile 
plates, hoodoos and unexplainable 
shapes to tantalize any 
imagination.  It is a bonafide “rock 
garden”, and every step you take 
changes what you see.  Every 
twisted and delicate shape is 
different depending on where you 
stand.   I found myself beckoned 
to keep exploring and winding my 
way around the rocks.  Thankfully, 
I did not see evidence of human 
destruction or vandalism.  This 
place is amazing.

Another pleasant surprise 
were petroglyphs we found 
there.  We were not looking for 
them, but there they were.  
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According to the maps, there are several 
sites in this area.  There were also a few 
palm trees, standing sentinel upon areas 
which may have been running springs.

It was time for us to suffer the 
washboard back to Mesquite.  It was a 
day of discovery and wonder, we hope 
you find the time to make the trip 
someday. What is that I hear? It’s Nelson 
Miller on my shoulder, yelling in my ear 
“I want those maps!.” I scanned them 
and sent them with this article and I will 
post them on our website.   ~ Deb



Try this – a waterproof camera
By Deb Miller Marschke

Our preferred 4WD adventure vehicle 
is a 1978 Jeep CJ.  It has no top, just a 
vinyl cloth shade cover over our heads, 
and open sides.  It comes with its 
challenges, but we love it anyway.  As 
the years roll along, we have ruined 
many cameras on our trips.  The main 
problem being the amount of dust we 
encounter.  Cameras don’t like dust!  
Grit and dust get trapped into the 
focusing lens, and that tell tale grinding 
sound signals yet another camera that 
will need to be repaired or replaced.  It 
happened so many times that I started 
reading blogs about what other people 
were doing about it.

Surprise!  What we needed was a 
waterproof camera.  Waterproof cameras 
are designed to be sealed against the 
elements.  If the camera is sealed well 
enough to be taken underwater 30 feet, it 
would follow that the camera would not 
suffer the intrusion of dust.  There were 
many pocket size cameras to choose 
from, but most four wheelers 
recommended the Nikon Coolpix.

We bought two Nikon Coolpix 
cameras and our lives immediately 
improved.  It is waterproof up to 30 
meters, shockproof, and has a decent 
zoom.  We have not needed to replace 
them, and the cameras have been 
through a lot.  Dust, rain, falling out of 
pockets onto the hard ground, so far 

indestructible.  We took them on our trip 
to the Galapagos Islands and took 
excellent underwater photos every day 
we snorkeled.

Something happened this summer 
which lead me to be inspired to share 
this tip with all of you.  We had been on 
a week long fourwheeling trip in the 
Sierras, camped near Florence Lake. 
One day, everyone went fishing.  I had 
my Nikon in my pants pocket just in 
case I caught a monster trout.  While I 
was attempting to cross the river by 
hopping on rocks, I slipped off a rock 
and fell in.   I wasn’t hurt but I ripped a 
hole in my shoes. I was concentrating on 
getting safely to the opposite bank with 
my fishing pole.  After I caught my 
breath, I patted my pant pocket – the 
camera was gone! Oh, No!  Five days of 
vacation photos, some irreplaceable, 
were on that camera!  I freaked out.  I 
felt nauseous.  I hurriedly went back to 
the river, frantically reaching under 
rocks, retracing my path. Now I am 
standing in the  churning water, feeling 
around under everything.  No camera.  I 
was absolutely sick about it.  Steve and 
my other friends came to see what was 
wrong. Choking back tears, I admitted 
that the “trip photographer” had lost the 
camera in the San Joaquin River rapids.   
Everyone started searching, but it was 
gone.  Dejected, I started making my 

way downstream.  I could feel the 
meltdown building.  My trip was now 
ruined (I don’t deal with losing things 
very well…) .  One of my friends was 
standing on the river bank downstream.  
It was uphill from the river. Apparently 
he was scanning the river with 
binoculars. He let out a “Whoop!”  He 
found the camera, below the rapids, 
sitting at the bottom of a pool.  The 
camera is a burnt orange color, had it 
been black he would not have seen it.  
Steve went into the pool and retrieved it.  
It was fully intact and functional despite 
some new scrapes.   I heard angels!  

Steve and I wholeheartedly 
recommend this type of camera. They 
can be found on Amazon for $ 339.00 
- $389.00.  Just search for Nikon 
Coolpix Waterproof.  The camera does 
not float, so when you are swimming 
you can buy an attachable float in case 
you drop it (that’s what we did in 
Galapagos).   We no longer worry about 
the elements at all, the camera can take 
it.  Rain? Ha! No problem. The quality 
of the photos is great, you can adjust the 
pixels. We just leave it on high 
resolution; each photo we take is 5 MB 
large, but can be easily reduced with 
computer software once the photos are 
offloaded.  Buy the bright yellow one, it 
would be easily seen at the bottom of the 
San Joaquin River!   ~ Deb
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I think we can all agree that it is time 
to “unlock” our DE trip schedule and 
explore the possibilities for upcoming 
trips in the new year. It has been about 
eight months since we have had any kind 
of formal club activity and that is way 
too long.

A good starting point for creating a 
new trip schedule is to start with the trips 
that were scheduled since last March but 
have been officially postponed. It would 
now be up to those prospective trip 
leaders to make the key decisions as to 
whether or not the trip is still feasible and 
can be rescheduled for sometime in 2021. 

If the decision is made to reschedule 
the trip leader should notify Jay 
Lawrence, our newsletter editor, 
regarding the new dates. (I should be 
copied on this also.) It will be the 
decision of the leader to define the rules 
for the trip, including any wearing of 
masks, the need for social distancing, and 
any limitations on the number of 
participants. We would like to have 
several trips scheduled during the first 
quarter of 2021. 

We have made changes in the Trip 
Waiver Form to indicate that the DE is 
not in any way liable if anyone does get 
sick. As most of you maybe are aware, 
the Museum just held a day trip on their 
own and they apparently do not have an 
issue with us conducting a trip as long as 
appropriate precautions and laws are 
followed. Before we have any activity, 
this will be confirmed with the Museum.

We are also planning to have our 
Rondy in April or May of 2021. The 
logical thing to do is to keep Pahrump as 

the venue. Most of the planning is 
already complete as Pahrump was the 
venue for the 2020 event which had to be 
cancelled. We will have more on the 
potential 2021 Rondy in the not too 
distant future.

Finally, it would be very beneficial to 
have a club meeting before the end of the 
year. Unfortunately, it looks like it will 
have to be virtual ZOOM meeting. It can 
be a standard business meeting with the 
usual agenda but each of us can 
participate without traveling somewhere. 
( I do hate to say that we won’t be able to 
have the usual Christmas Party frolics we 
all enjoy so much.) As soon as the details 
of the ZOOM meeting are set you will 
receive an email with all the necessary 
information. This information will also 
be in the December newsletter.

If you have any questions, comments 
or suggestions, please email me or give 
me a call. We are sort of in unchartered 
waters but I think we can make the best 
of it and continue to prosper. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

Little Finland • Photo by Deb Miller Marschke



Here are the winners for October. Let 
me know if the resolution on the picture 
is too low. I think I’ll give up on the 
crossword puzzles as there doesn’t seem 
to be much interest. 

Crossword puzzle: Jay Lawrence 
Lost: Janet Austin (and Pete), Leonard 
Friedman, Jay Lawrence, Nelson Miller, 
Mary Daniel, Joan Steiner, Glenn Shaw. 
Barbara Midlikoski, Tracy Wood, Danny 
Siler, and Randy “One-T” Mathews.

Zzyzx
Before it became Zzyzx, the “Soda 

Springs” was a popular stop for Indians 
in search of fresh water. Then came 
Spanish explorers, then a US Army 
outpost --Camp Soda Springs --a 
godforsaken posting in the 1860s, 
protecting government supplies from 
the (thirsty) Indians. Later there were 
miners who harvested lake minerals, 
and then the railroad passed through 
(highlights are mentioned on an E 
Clampus Vitus historical marker near 
the entrance, and on interpretive panels 
around the property). 

The Z’s arrived in 1944. LA radio 
evangelist Curtis H. Springer, self-
proclaimed minister (and quack doctor), 
decided the mineral springs were the 
ideal location for a health resort. He 
and his wife filed a mining claim on a 
12,800 acre parcel of what were public 
lands. He named it “Zzyzx Mineral 
Springs and Health Resort,” touted as 
“the last word in health” and the last 

word in the English language --a 
gimmick so it would be the last listing 
in any directory. 

Springer made a fortune promoting 
his useless medical products, shipping 
them all over the world to cure various 
ailments, even cancers and baldness. He 
and his wife had failed in a string of 
earlier health spa attempts, but Zzyzx 
was a concept whose time had come. 
The charismatic Springer recruited skid 
row bums from his Los Angeles 
mission to live in a tent encampment to 
help build Zzyzx. He planted rows of 
palm trees to enhance the oasis. 

Senior citizens came to Zzyzx for 
decades seeking the healing waters, 
attendance peaking in the 1960s, all 
donating to Springer’s ministry. 

Springer even bottled the water and 
sold it to passing motorists. 

Inevitably, Dr. Springer went too far 
with his nutty utopia --even pulling 
money into his coffers from gullible 
followers who wanted to build homes 
in Zzyzx. In 1974, the government 
woke up and realized the “King of 
Quacks” (a name bestowed on him by 
the American Medical Association) had 
no legal claim to the land, evicting him 
and his followers. Federal marshals 
arrested Springer, who spent a short 
stint in jail for FDA laws he’d broken 
with his bogus medicine claims. 

Since 1976, the Bureau of Land 
Management has allowed California 
State University to manage the land in 
and around Zzyzx. A consortium of 
CSU campuses uses it as their Desert 
Studies Center. 

You have probably already guessed 
that our Bob is lost again, this time in 
his hot air balloon. Send your guess for 
this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

October Lost: Where Am I? Zzyzx

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

 • POSTPONED •

DE River Days
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

Check the 
Chairman’s 

Corner  
in this issue  
for updated  
Trip News

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Photo courtesy of Dave Burdick

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Ed Jack Thousand Oaks KM6NTV
Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY
Ingo Werk Wilmington KK6EWB

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
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 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
2532 N 4th St., #445 

Flagstaff 
AZ 86004 

928-853-8146 
928-853-8146  

m
isterbillsm

ith@
gm

ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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