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Adventures with 
Maranatha

By Marian Johns
Bob Jaussaud’s article in the last 

newsletter about his fun trip around the 
USA in 1966 got me thinking back to 
that year and what I was doing that same 
summer. 

At that time I 
was married to 
my first husband, 
Don Cox. The 
previous year 
– 1965, we 
convinced 
ourselves that we 
needed to buy a 
4x4 so we could 
explore the 
backroads of the 
desert. We 
purchased a used 
Jeep truck – a 
1960 FC170 
which is a rather 
odd looking 
vehicle. FC = 
Forward Control; 
it had a nine ft. bed. The previous owner 
was a Baja Missionary who dubbed the 
truck, Maranatha, which is supposed to 
mean ‘The lord cometh” in Aramaic. My 
father and Don’s brother helped us build 
a camper for it. That year, we drove it 
across the USA to Woods Hole, 

Massachusetts where Don had a summer 
job at the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institute. At the end of that summer, we 
drove home via the Trans Canadian 
Highway – from Nova Scotia to British 
Columbia.

Then, the following summer of 1966, 
we, along with my mom, my brother, 
Bill, and my Uncle Fred, in my parent’s 
1965 4x4 Chevy truck undertook a 
memorable trip to South America. (My 
dad couldn’t go because of his job.) But 
Don and I and Bill were students and 
had the summer off. Likewise, my mom 

also had the summer 
off because she was 
a teacher. I can’t 
remember what my 
Uncle Fred did 
about his job. 

I had been 
inspired to make 
such a trip by a book 
I read titled 20,000 
Miles South about a 
young couple’s trip 
in 1955 from Alaska 
to the southern tip of 
South America in 
their WWII 
amphibious Jeep. 

Preparation for 
our trip took 
considerable planning 
– getting multiple-

entry visas for all the countries we would 
be passing through and getting a document 
– a Carnet Aduana which essentially said 
we promised not to sell our vehicles in any 
of the countries we visited. A substantial 
bond was required by AAA to issue us 
this necessary document.
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Our trip down through Mexico and 
Central America was fairly uneventful. 
We were able to drive the Pan American 
Highway all the way to Panama. 
However, in Panama, there was (and still 
is) no road across the Darien Gap 
between Panama and Colombia. Luckily, 
we found a Mexican freighter leaving 
for Columbia the next day and they 
agreed to transport our two vehicles to 
the port of Buenaventura. 

We found the roads in South America 
in fairly good condition as they were 
used extensively for local commerce. 
However, border crossings were a 
hassle. Much time was wasted with 
officials who were not familiar with 
folks like us from the USA – driving into 
and out of their countries. Then, we 
found numerous check points within 
each country we passed through. And 
these, like border crossings took 
considerable time. Officials had to 

record passport information for each of 
us and then the vehicles’ documents. 
With our limited time, many miles to 
cover and check points with which to 
contend, we found that there wasn’t too 
much time left to be sight-seeing 
tourists. At some point we picked up a 
hitch hiker who told us not to bother 
stopping at these check points. We tried 
it and it worked – we just gave a friendly 
wave to the officials and drove on by; no 
policía ever chased after us.

There were only a few places where 
we needed four-wheel drive – and those 
were river crossings.

The scenery along the way changed 
from tropical to desert between Ecuador 
and Peru. Even though Peru was more 
desolate than the other countries we 
passed through, I found it to be the most 
interesting. In northern Peru, we stopped 
for lunch one day and then did a little 
exploring when we noticed man-made 

walls of a Pre-Columbian structure. 
Further snooping revealed a looted 
cemetery with bones, fabrics, large 
funeral ollas and beads strewn about. I 
spent several hours sifting through the 
sand to find tiny beads. 

Of course, the highlight of Peru was 
Machu Picchu. Lake Titicaca and Cuzco 
were also impressive. The drive from 
coastal Peru to the Altiplano – sea level 
to 12,000 feet –  was an unpleasant 
surprise. We all spent a miserable night 
with altitude sickness. 

Our furthest destination was the ruins 
of Tiahuanaco in Bolivia which wasn’t 
too far from the Peruvian-Bolivia border. 
There, we were forced to turn around and 
head for home; we had many miles to 
cover and we still had to ship our trucks 
again, at some point, back to Panama. 

When we reached the port Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, we looked for a freighter to 
take us back to Panama. Unfortunately, 
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we found most ships going north 
were headed for Europe and had 
no reason to stop in Panama. After 
a week of pestering different 
shipping companies, we finally 
found that the Italian Line had a 
ship that would be stopping in 
Panama, but it wasn’t due in 
Guayaquil for another week. 

So we opted for a short trip 
north along the coast of Ecuador. 
Not far beyond the town of 
Manabí, we found a nice beach to 
drive on – so smooth, we could 
make good time that way. But… 
under the sand lurked the mud of a 
nearby river. You guessed it! 
Disaster! The Chevy settled down 
to its axles in that mud and... the 
tide was coming in and it was getting 
dark. It soon became apparent that there 
was no way to dig ourselves out so Bill 

hiked to the nearest village and hired 
some fellows with a big, dual-wheel 
truck and some very large planks to pull 

us out. It took them most of 
the night to extricate the 
Chevy. The tide did come in, 
but fortunately it didn’t reach 
the engine. Then, we spent 
the morning removing all 
four wheels to clean the sand 
out of the brakes; so ended 
our leisurely drive along the 
coast. We tucked our tails and 
returned to Guayaquil.

Our ship, the Rossini, did 
take us back to Panama and 
through the Panama Canal. 
We were then deposited in 
Colón at the eastern end of the 
Canal. From there we made a 
beeline for the USA; it took 
us nine days pushing hard. 

On the very last day, poor old 
Maranatha died; the Chevy towed us the 
rest of the way home.    ~ Marian
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by Dave Burdick 
Eight years ago friends in Searchlight, 

Nevada invited me to join then on a 
“Desert Run,” which was the start of my 
passion with the Eastern Mojave Desert. 
On a cold March day in an open car we 
wound around on rough dirt roads by 
strange plants, by springs, over mountain 
tops and down sandy washes, ending up 
on a bench with remains of buildings 
and across the wash an odd looking 
stone garden planter. Someone in the 
group  called it an “arrastra,” Spanish for 
“mining mill,” a circular rock lined pit 
used for crushing or grinding ore to a 
fine sand. 

The arrastra had four large stones 
which were attached to  horizontal 
beams by chains to a center hub or axle 
often powered by man or mule. This 
modern arrastra, however, was powered 
by an automobile engine (missing) to a 
standard transmission, driveline, and 
rear end complete with brake drum. Next 
to the arrastra was a mine shaft that went 
straight way down, marked “ STAY 
OUT & STAY ALIVE.”

The group of off roaders explored 
around, had lunch, and headed home.  
I was hooked and soon I bought a Jeep 
Wrangler.

Several years later I went looking for 
the arrastra. I was sure I remembered 
where it was, but it was not there. For 
several years we searched, asked around, 
about its location, but no luck. Then last 
year my grandson was driving me up a 
sandy wash and drove by it. 

STOP! There it was, not supposed to 
be there, but there it was.

This year  I was leading the friends 
who originally took me there and it was 
not there, lost again. Two trips later it 
was found, eight years to the day from 
the first “Desert Run.”   ~ Dave

Lost Arrastra
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by Dave Burdick 
During the first part of March the 

Lake Mead National Park had just been 
closed to “Pleasure  Seeking Adventures,” 
which included enjoying wild flowers on 
federal land. However some believe that 
wildflowers are Essential in our “Pursuit 
of Happiness.” About this time I received 
a call about a desert run, destination 
unknown.

As we left town we wound around 
over to the gas line road, then over to the 
powerline road, through the back yard to 
the sandy wash, to the narrow canyon. 
We were not being trailed.

When we made our first stop I was 
asked “Do you know here we are?” “Yes 
– but I have no idea how we got here.”

Among the yellow and white flowers 
were petroglyphs. As we continued 
toward the lake the flowers’ colors were 
changing at different elevations. The 
cholla cactus needles looked soft and 
the beaver tail were loaded with bright 
pink flowers. 

We had lunch up the lake on a beach 
and headed back. All protocol was 
followed so we could come back again 
soon. Thankful for a great day.   ~ Dave

Spring Break

I hope that everyone is safe and 
following the mandates of our political 
leaders regarding dealing with the 
COVID-19 Virus. It has been a strange 
time for everyone, including the Desert 
Explorers. The number one priority for 
all of us is to be safe and protect 
ourselves and our families. When we 
have accomplished that, perhaps we can 
work on the future of the Desert 
Explorers.

I do believe the future of the club is 
excellent. We have great leadership, 
especially with Bob Jasssaud as our 
Chair and we have outstanding 
individuals in key positions in the club. I 
am hopeful that by mid-summer, if not 
sooner, we can start to get back to 
normal. That means planning and 
scheduling trips and having a business 
meeting where we can all share our 
experiences during this trying time. 

Most of the recently scheduled trips 
have not been “cancelled” but have 
merely been postponed. At the moment 
we have an excellent group of leaders 
and that should ensure that we have a 
very busy late summer and a very full 
fall season. 

I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone in the not too distant future.  
If you have any questions or ideas in the 
meantime, please feel free to contact any 
of our DE leaders. 

Be safe and take care!    ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert



Backroad Discovery Route Update
By Bob Jacoby

In the past we have talked briefly 
about the Backroad Discovery Route 
(BDR) program. BDR is actually a 
non-profit volunteer organization whose 
primary purpose is to create off highway 
routes and networks. The primary focus 
is on motorcycle travel, but 4x4 folks are 
welcome also. Indeed, most of the trails 
and routes they have researched are 
suitable and appropriate for 4x4 
activities. 

At this time ten routes have been 
developed and documented. These 
routes are not only in the West but in 
other parts of the country as well. Most 
of the routes are several hundred miles 
in length and incorporate existing roads 
and trails. These routes include the 
following: Northeast U.S (New 
England), Mid-Atlantic, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Utah, Wyoming, Idaho, 
Colorado, Washington, and Southern 
California. In addition, trails covering 
Wyoming, Northern California, 
Montana, and the Southeast are currently 
under development. 

The BDR works with government 
agencies and local officials to keep these 
roads open. In many cases, the existence 
of these trails has generated significant 
visitation and has provided a boost for 
small towns along the routes. 

The Southern California Route which 
was just recently established is a good 
example of what to expect on all the 
BDR Trails. The 817 mile route has been 
divided into eight sections as follows:

 • Section 1 – Yuma to Blythe (120 
miles). This section heads north out 
of the Yuma area and passes through 
Picacho State Park. It then follows 
Indian Pass Road followed by a 
portion of the Bradshaw Trail, ending 
up in Blyth. Most of this route is 
pretty easy although Indian Pass 
Road has its moments. This stretch 
gets the route off to a good start.

 • Section 2 – Blythe to Cadiz Area 
(127 miles). This route is pretty 
familiar to us and ends up on Route 
66 no less. Based on what I can 
remember in this area, the trip should 
be reasonably easy with perhaps a bit 
of sand to deal with.

 • Section 3 – Cadiz to Primm, Nevada 
(94 miles) This is a pretty familiar 
area to everyone and provides an 
opportunity to stop at Goffs. 

 • Section 4 – Primm to Furnace 
Creek-Death Valley (168 miles). 
Once again, the roads chosen are 
pretty familiar to most of us and 
include visits to the Ivanpah site and 
the Colosseum Mine area. The route 
also includes the Excelsior Mine 
Road thru the Kingston Range and a 
visit to Tecopa and Shoshone before 
it follows the Henry Wade Road into 
Death Valley and Furnace Creek.

 • Section 5 – Furnace Creek to 
Racetrack (111 miles). This section 
is entirely within Death Valley and 
includes a stop at Ubahebe Crater 
and the Racetrack. This makes for a 
reasonably short and easy fun day.

 • Section 6 – Racetrack to Lone Pine 
(66 miles). There are two ways to do 
this section. You can either backtrack 
to Highway 190 and proceed to Lone 
Pine OR you can take the legendary 
Lippincott Mine Road. Only the most 
courageous and adventurous should 
attempt the Lippincott Mine Road. It 
changes from time to time, but can 
be extremely challenging.

 • Section 7- Lone Pine to Bishop (91 
miles). This can either be done 
mainly on 395 or via a challenging 
excursion into the Inyo Mountains. 
The latter route can be difficult and 
even impassable so careful planning 
needs to happen regarding road 
conditions. Nevertheless the Inyo 
Mountains are beautiful and you can 
come down Silver Pass. That is 
always a blast going downhill!

 • Section 8 – Bishop to Benton (40 
miles). This is a pretty easy section 
but it includes access to some 
fantastic petroglyphs. Anyone who is 
into glyphs can spend awhile at the 
Fish Slough Site.
If you really enjoy extended trips, as I 

do, and are into a wide variety of 
scenery and road conditions, this is an 
enticing tour which could take as long as 
a week to make all the stops. You can 
download GPS coordinates and much 
other useful information from the BDR 
website (ridebdr.com). As for me, I want 
to do all 10 of the trips they have put 
together. Driving dirt road in New 
England really sounds unique!  ~ Bob
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My Personal 
Dust Devil

By Claudia Heller
There I was sitting on a soggy stream 

bank spying on three killdeer and feeling 
the dampness of the ground seeping 
through my jeans. The Death Valley sun 
was high over Salt Creek and black storm 
clouds hovered threateningly over the 
mountains in the distance.

Before I saw it, I felt its presence.  
A strange and eerie feeling came over me, 
as if something were about to happen.  
As I looked over the small cliff some 500 
feet away, I saw it – my own personal 
dust devil swirling frantically toward me. 
It slid neatly down the cliff, soft sand 
forming a perfect funnel, thick and brown 
at the base, tapering to beige and then 
disappearing into the brilliant blue desert 
sky. It travelled some 100 feet to the river, 
and as it passed over the shallow waters I 
could see the ripples in its wake swirl 
then die down as it passed.

My dust devil passed within a few feet 
of me and despite its furious appearance 
it lightly kissed my cheek as it spun by. I 
watched it skid across the desert floor 
behind me and then off into the distance, 
disappearing behind a rocky hill.

My first thought was to tell someone, 
but then I thought “who would care?”   
A close encounter with a dust devil is a 
personal experience one must live, for the 
thrill is difficult to explain.   ~ Claudia 

Mignon Slentz sent this in and she personally vouches 
for the extreme goodness of these cookies...

DoubleTree Signature 
Cookie Recipe 

Makes 26 cookies 
• 1/2 pound butter, softened (2 sticks)

• 3/4 cup + 1 tablespoon granulated
sugar

• 3/4 cup packed light brown sugar

• 2 large eggs

• 1-1/4 teaspoons vanilla extract

• 1/4 teaspoon freshly squeezed lemon
juice

• 2-1/4 cups flour

• 1/2 cup rolled oats

• 1 teaspoon baking soda

• 1 teaspoon salt Pinch cinnamon

• 2 2/3 cups Nestle Tollhouse semi-
sweet chocolate chips

• 1 3/4 cups chopped walnuts

Cream butter, sugar and brown sugar
in the bowl of a stand mixer on medium 
speed for about two minutes. 

Add eggs, vanilla and lemon juice, 
blending with mixer on low speed for 30 

seconds, then medium speed for about 
two minutes, or until light and fluffy, 
scraping down bowl. 

With mixer on low speed, add flour, 
oats, baking soda, salt andcinnamon, 
blending for about 45 seconds. Don’t 
overmix. 

Remove bowl from mixer and stir in 
chocolate chips and walnuts. 

Portion dough with a scoop (about 
three tablespoons) onto a baking sheet 
lined with parchment paper about two 
inches apart. 

Preheat oven to 300°F. Bake for 20 to 
23 minutes, or until edges are golden 
brown and center is still soft. 

Remove from oven and cool on 
baking sheet for about 1 hour. 

Cook’s note: You can freeze the 
unbaked cookies, and there’s no need to 
thaw. Preheat oven to 300°F and place 
frozen cookies on parchment paper-lined 
baking sheet about two inches apart. 
Bake until edges are golden brown and 
center is still soft.
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AnzA Borrego And More
By Marian Johns

A few weeks ago I went camping 
with son, David and his two kids despite 
the stay at home advisory. We didn’t 
socialize with anyone so we felt safe 
enough. We spent four days having a 
fine time.

We took my “new” Tacoma and 
David’s 4Runner and headed down to 
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park where 
we first checked out Seventeen Palms. 
The kids had great fun playing in the 
mud along the shore of Clark Dry Lake; 
it obviously wasn’t dry at all. They also 
had fun throwing rocks in Coyote Creek 
and even tried playing baseball with 

rocks and a stick. They also marveled at 
the Pumpkin Patch and Giant Scorpion 
and Giant Cricket and the Giant Sand 
Dragon near Borrego Springs. Didn’t 
see many wildflowers but the ocotillo 
were in their prime. 

Next we went to see the mud pots 
near the southern end of the Salton Sea. 
I had recently gone on Bob Jacoby and 
Bill Neill’s DE trip there and I thought 
the kids would like to see them too.

When we tried to take the Box 
Canyon road up to I-10 and the Joshua 
Tree National Park southern entrance it 
was blocked with multiple closed signs. 

So instead we drove up Berdoo 
Canyon. There used to be a paved road 
there, but it’s mostly gone now and the 
drive up the canyon is pretty rough, but 
we did find a nice spot to camp that 
night on a short section of the old 
paved road.

The next morning we tried to 
continue on up the canyon but soon 
came to a locked gate at the park 
boundary. Turns out Joshua Tree 
National Park was totally closed, so we 
spent an hour poking around the 
remains of an old mine and then headed 
for home.     ~ Marian



Lost! winners for 
March and April were 
Leonard Friedman, 
Mignon Slentz, and 
Danny Siler: 100 Points 
for Teakettle Junction. 
Alan Heller, Craig 
Baker, Nelson Miller, 
Bob Jaussaud: 200 
Points Teakettle Junction 
and Downtown Trona. 
Randy “One T” 
Mathews: 300 Points 
Little Hebe Crater (last 
month), Teakettle Junction 
and Downtown Trona! 

Trona Searles Valley 
Minerals Inc. is a raw 
materials mining and production 
company based in Overland Park, 
Kansas. It is owned by the Indian 
company Nirma. It has major operations 
in the Searles Valley and in Trona, 
California where it is the town’s largest 
employer. The company produces borax, 
boric acid, soda ash, salt cake and salt. 
It also owns the Trona Railway.

The Trona facility extracts and ships 
1.75 million tons of chemicals per year.
Searles Valley Minerals Inc. is part of 
Climate VISION (Voluntary Innovative 
Sector Initiatives: Opportunities Now), a 
public/private partnership which is 
seeking to reduce US industry 
greenhouse gas emissions by 18 percent 
between 2002 and 2012. As it operates 
on government owned land, Searles 
Valley Minerals Inc. pays royalties of 

millions of dollars each year to both the 
federal and state governments. Much of 
those royalties cover the expenses of 
local school districts.

Trona, home to Searles Lake playa, is 
in Searles Valley on Hwy 178 in the 
Greater Mojave Desert. Searles Lake is 
one of a chain of Pleistocene lakes which 
were formed during the Ice Ages. The dry 
lake bed contains a plethora of sodium 
and potassium minerals of the carbonate, 
sulfate, borate and halide classes, due to 
long sedimentation and evaporation 
processes which occurred over a period 
of about 150,000 years.

The dry lake also contains the Trona 
Pinnacles National Natural Landmark 
which consists of more than 500 tufa 
spires. Trona Pinnacles has been the site 
of many movies and commercials 
because of its prehistoric mystical 

appeal. Star Trek 5, Tim 
Burton’s Planet of the 
Apes, and Disney’s 
Dinosaur all contain 
scenes filmed at the 
Trona Pinnacles tufas.

The Trona area offers 
hiking and sightseeing or 
viewing historical sites 
around town such as the 
History House (one of 
the oldest residential 
houses in Trona) built 
around 1920. You can 
also go see the Trona 
Railway Museum and 
Caboose, the Old Guest 
House Museum, and the 

1924 Struz Fire Truck and 1938 Ahrens-
Fox Fire Truck, both housed at the Argus 
Fire Station.

Trona can be a starting location for 
those that plan on seeing some of the 
other points of interest that Searles Valley 
has to offer, with gas, food and lodging 
available in town. It has valley views of 
the Slate and Argus Mountains. ~ Bob P

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.
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Lost: Where Am I?

March Lost? Beautiful Downtown Trona April Lost? Teakettl Junction, Death Valley



10 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 288 May 2020

Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

• POSTPONED •

DE River Days
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona”.

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com



Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy.14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 

Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
June 7-12, 2020

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Gold 
Country!
AnaMarie (Romero) Albert 

is planning to lead a trip in 
the California Gold 

Country this summer.
Since the majority of Desert 

Explorers will be coming 
from southern California, the 
trip will be five days, one on 
each end for travel and three 

in the middle for local 
exploration. AnaMarie would 

like your thoughts on what 
highlights of the area you 

would like to visit so she can 
start sorting out the details. 
If you think you would like 

to join her, email your 
questions and suggestions to 
anamariealbert@gmail.com



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies' pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue's Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer ™Moneybagsº 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




