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Driving to Alaska 
–1947–

By Marian Johns
I inherited my wanderlust from my 

parents – especially my mother who was 
game for any travel adventure. The first 
trip I remember 
taking with my 
parents was in 
1947. My dad, Paul 
Gaskill, was 
intrigued with the 
highway to Alaska 
that had been built 
in response to the 
threat of Japanese 
attack.

On March 8, 
1942, three months after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor, the Army’s Corp of 
Engineers began construction on the 
Alcan (Alaska-Canadian) Highway. It 
was officially finished less than 8 months 
later on October 28, 1942. “Finished” is 
a loose term because the highway was in 
constant need of repair, maintenance and 
improvement. This was a military road 
and it wasn’t until after the war that it 
began to be used by the general public.

So, in the summer of 1947 my 
father’s dream of driving to Alaska  

     became a reality. I know my mother 
was a very willing participant because 
she loved to travel and had actually been 
to Alaska once before when she and 
several of her fellow teacher friends took 
the Steamship Princess Louise on a 
cruise there in 1934. At that time the 
Alcan Highway was not paved.

In preparation for our trip, my dad 
first built a small, open trailer to haul our 
camping gear. But in the end I guess he 
figured towing a trailer might be more 
trouble that it was worth, so instead he 
built a box that was strapped to the roof 
of our car which was a 1939 Chevy. My 
parents bought that car in Michigan on 
their honeymoon in 1939.

Since my dad 
was a dairy farmer, 
he wasn’t able to 
take long vacations, 
seeing as how the 
cows had to be 
milked twice a day. 
But for this trip he 
was able to hire a 
neighboring farmer 
to take over for the 
five and a half 

weeks we were gone. There were five of 
us, me, my brother, Bill, who was only 
three years old, my mother, Jo 
(Josephine), my dad and my Grandma 
Gaskill, age 75.

We lived near Bellingham, 
Washington which is only about 12 miles 
south of the Canadian border, so it didn’t 
take us long to cross the border and begin 
the Canadian portion of our trip. First we 
followed the Fraser River north. I 
remember seeing Indian-filleted salmon 
drying on racks along the river. 
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1947 on the way to Alaska, Jo Gaskill, Bill Gaskill, 
Grandma Gaskill and Marin Gaskill in our 1939 Chevy
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At some point we turned east and 
drove through Banff National Park (but 
didn’t stop) on our way to Calgary.  
From there we continued on to 
Edmonton, Grand Prairie, Dawson 
Creek, the Yukon, Whitehorse and finally 
the Alaskan border.

We reached Fairbanks on my 
seventh birthday. I was given a pair 
of beaded Indian moccasins and a 
store-bought birthday cake. I wore 
those moccasins until I eventually 
wore a hole in them, but I have kept 
them anyway since they are the only 
souvenir I have of that trip. 

I have vague memories of the 
midnight sun and someone’s kennel 
of sled dogs. I was a fan of the 
Sergeant Preston radio show (the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Policeman 
and his husky, King). I’m sure that’s 
why I have always been partial to 
huskies and why we have Siberian 
huskies even now.

From Fairbanks we continued on 
to Anchorage. Somewhere south of 
Anchorage, we were detained for 
four days because the road ahead 
was washed out. During this 
time, we and a couple of other 
stranded families camped in the 
barracks of an abandoned Army 
camp. I remember playing with 
the other kids while our fathers 
went fishing. One day they caught 
a total of 77 grayling, a tasty, 
trout-size fish. While the men 
were fishing, my mother and the 
other wives gathered wild rasp- 
berries and made raspberry jam. 

We stayed in old Army 
barracks quite a few times. I can 
remember trying to plug up holes in the 
walls and under the wooden floors to 
keep the mosquitoes out. We even 
pitched the tent inside the barracks trying 
to escape the mosquitoes. They were so 
bad, Grandma, a prim and proper lady, 
who normally only wore dresses, was 
forced to don long pants to protect her 
legs. One night, closer to home we 
camped in an abandoned house, but 

usually we just camped where night fall 
caught us and pitched our tent. 

After our four-day delay, we 
continued south to Haines where I 
remember seeing a movie theater that 
was showing some movie about a horse 
that had been playing in Bellingham 

before we left home. Funny how we 
remember trivial things like that.

My folks took photos during the trip, 
but the camera had a light leak so even 
the best ones have white splotches. They 
also kept a diary. It’s interesting to 
compare their perspectives and 
observations. My dad, being a farmer, 
talks about crops he saw along the way 
and other farming and dairy issues, while 

my mother recorded pretty flowers and 
beautiful scenery. 

In the diary, my mother talks about 
places where the road made what seemed 
to be unnecessary jogs. During 
construction, permafrost caused the civil 
engineers endless headaches. If patches 

of this permanently frozen 
subterranean ground thawed, they 
became bogs and the road was 
forced to detour around them. She 
mentions half buried bulldozers 
along the road where they had 
gotten so mired they couldn’t be 
extricated and had to be abandoned. 

Somewhere we passed General 
Eisenhower, who happened to be 
traveling on our road going the 
other way, but I don’t actually 
remember this; I just remember my 
mother mentioning it. I do 
remember going to some hot 
springs (Laird River Hot Springs, I 
think) and taking a swim – it was 
more like a bath really. 

On the way home we drove 
through Jasper and Banff National 

Parks. I remember stopping to 
see the Athabaska Glacier and 
Lake Louise. We crossed back 
into the USA in eastern 
Washington and stopped at 
Grand Coulee Dam. I only 
remember the dam, but 
according to the diary, we visited 
Waterville, my dad’s hometown 
and saw some of his friends in 
that area. 

Soon after we got home, my 
mother was diagnosed with TB 
and she had to spend the next 
two years in a TB sanitarium in 

Seattle. Being a farmer’s wife was hard 
work so in 1950 when she was well 
enough, we moved to Los Angeles for 
her health. 

Then in 1958, my mother decided it 
was time for another trip adventure, so 
just after I graduated from high school 
we drove through Mexico and Central 
America to Costa Rica – but that’s 
another story. ~ Marian 
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Beaded moccasins I got on our 1947 trip to Alaska  
when I was seven years old

Grayling fish caught while camped at government barracks  
near Gerstle River, Alaska – 1947 



Lulu
by Bob & Sue Jaussaud

On Thursday morning, September 
3rd, we picked up Lulu in Oxnard for our 
journey with her to Needles. From the 
start, as we traveled down the road, she 
attracted a lot of 
attention. Folks just 
had never seen 
anything like her. 
Riding high and 
proud, tourists, 
travelers, truckers 
and even highway 
patrolmen checked 
her out. She is truly 
an individual with a 
lot of style. When we 
pulled off the 
Interstate for a much 
needed break, a 
big-rig pulled off 
with us to get a better 
look at Lulu. She 
may be almost 100 
years old, but she 
still has what it takes. 

Lulu started her 
life as a sedan in 
1924. We believe she 
was a Chevrolet 
Superior model and 
originally cost about 
$500. Her sedan 
days, perhaps in 
Missouri, were very 
limited and by the 
late 1920’s she had 
been converted into 
a housecar. As such, 
it is likely that she 
traveled with the 
dust bowl migrants 
following Route 66 
to California in the 
early 1930’s. We 
know that in1936 she was registered in 
California by a Mr. R. Winzer, who kept 
and enjoyed her for 40 years. Looking 
through Lulu’s maps and mementos, it is 

easy to imagine Lulu and Winzer 
traveling together all over the western 
United States and Mexico. Probably 
with the advent of World War II, Lulu 

was finally given a well earned rest. 
After the war Lulu stayed hidden in 
Winzer’s Los Angeles garage until she 
caught the attention of Gary and Marilyn 

Peithman. They bought Lulu in 1976 and 
moved her to Irvine, but it doesn’t 
appear they ever used her for camping. 
Thirty plus years later Lulu somehow 

ended up under a 
tree near Lake Los 
Angeles where she 
was rediscovered 
and taken to a 
Model “T” swap 
meet in the San 
Fernando Valley. 
That’s where Larry 
Reid saw Lulu and 
fell in love with her. 
Larry stored Lulu in 
his furniture factory 
for a few years then 
donated her to the 
Murphy Auto 
Museum in Oxnard. 
There she was a star 
attraction and one 
of the museum’s 
most unique 
displays, but when 
the museum was 
forced to move and 
downsize, Lulu 
became available. 
Visiting the 
museum on their 
last official 
Saturday at the old 
location, Sue and I 
found Lulu tucked 
away in a corner 
and I experienced 
one of my many 
costly epiphanie$ 
(Money is well 
spent when it leads 
to fun. Well, isn’t 
it?). Now Lulu is 

home where she is comfortable in our 
Needles garage near Route 66. She is 
being given a much needed clean-up to 
get her ready for her possible 
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Following Lulu

Lulu out of the corner
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introduction to the El Garces Harvey 
House and Railroad Station in Needles. A 
lot needs to be done before that can 
become a reality, however. In the 
meantime, we have determined that 
Lulu’s engine is likely repairable and, if 
we can locate a few critical parts, Lulu 
could carry us down the road again on 
her own. Wouldn’t that be a hoot! 

So how did a 1924 housecar come to 
be known as “Lulu”? Well, Lulu is truly 

a time capsule from the 1920’s. Stepping 
through her door, one is virtually 
transported back in time. Lulu still has 
her original furnishings and most of her 
original equipment. There is an old set of 
red and white camping dishes. On the 
bed there is a wonderful depression era 
quilt. The medicine cabinet is filled with 
old potions. There is even a 1920’s 
vintage Kodak camera. On her walls we 
noticed two very old photo portraits; one 

of a pretty young lady and one of a 
handsome young man. The young man 
remains a mystery, though we do know 
his photo was taken at the Butler Studio 
in Salt Lake City. The young lady is 
identified on the back of her photo only 
as “Lulu.” So… Sue and I felt our 
housecar should by rights be named 
“Lulu” to honor the mystery lady whose 
portrait has traveled with her for so many 
miles and years.    ~ Bob and Sue

Lulu at Fenner

Lulu 

Lulu’s camera Lulu’s dresser top 

Lulu’s inside back Lulu’s inside front 



5 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 281 octobeR 2019

Desert Explorers At Large
Museum Thank You Note

DE Treasurer Bill Smith wrote this 
note to Pat Schofstall at our Mojave 
River Valley Museum:

Pat,
You will be receiving a $500.00 

check from Desert Explorers via US 
Mail. Last Christmas, the members 
decided to donate $500 immediately and 
another $500 if our treasury was in good 
order following our Rendezvous. We are 
doing okay, so the members decided last 
Saturday to go ahead with the second 
$500 installment.

Merry Christmas 2018!
Bill

...and Pat wrote back enthusiastically:

Dear Darling Desert Explorers -
Thank you thank you thank you.  

It will go straight into our New Building 
fund.

Pat

Hansen Dam Area Events
When Craig Baker saw Bill Neill 

might have a day-trip to Hansen Dam, 
he found a couple more events 
happening nearby: 

American Heroes Airshow
The annual American Heroes 

Airshow at the Hansen Dam Soccer 
Fields is November 9 from 9 to 4, with 
helicopter rides, static displays, an 
emergency expo, food, etc. You can buy 
a T-shirt from the LAPD Bomb Squad, 
and see worried reactions from people 
when you wear it in public. 

http://www.heroes-airshow.com/
events/los-angeles . 

Mount Wilson Observatory
On November 9 from 5:30 p.m. until 

midnight at Mount Wilson, a rare 
opportunity to look through the historic 
100-inch telescope, for only $25, usually 
$250 per person. The 101-year-old 
telescope was the largest telescope in the 
world from 1918 to 1949, and it is where 

Edwin Hubble proved the universe 
extends beyond the Milky Way galaxy, 
and the universe is expanding. I’ve 
already attended three viewing events 
there. Sign-up in advance before they 
sell out: https://mtwilson.z2systems.
com/np/clients/mtwilson/event.
jsp?event=8598 

Death Valley 49ers
The Death Valley 49ers 70th annual 

Encampment will be held Nov 6 thru 10.
Special attraction this year is Bobby 

Tanner and the Twenty Mule Team.

Beatty Days  
October 25th-27th, 2019

Beatty, Nevada
Sierra Slentz, Organizer

Goldwell Open Air Museum Invites 
you to attend the Bullfrog Biennial at 

Goldwell Open Air Museum’s Red 
Barn Art Center. This event is free and 
open to the public. The Red Barn Art 
Center is located just southwest of the 
Museum in the historic Bullfrog 
Townsite near the ghost town of 
Rhyolite in Nye County.  

The Bullfrog Biennial is a three day 
arts festival exploring the theme of Flux. 
The  Biennial is an “Apocalyptic 
campfire Vison” created out of a desire 
to make a “True Desert Art Exhibition.” 
Running concurrently with Beatty days 
in the small desert town of Beatty 
Nevada. Events will take place at the 
Red Barn Arts Center, the ghost town of 
Rhyolite, and Beatty with satellite 
spaces in the El Portal, and events at the 
Chili Cookoff and Beatty day’s parade. 
Performances will be held in the evening 
at the Red Barn Arts Center with live 
bands, poetry, and performance art. A 
curated exhibition will be held in the 
RBAC and other locations featuring 35 
national artists. Camping sites will be 
available just next to the arts center. 

Goldwell Open Air Museum is a 
Nevada nonprofit organization that 
preserves and encourages artistic 

exploration in and of the Amargosa 
Desert near Death Valley National Park.  
The Museum cares for an 8-acre outdoor 
sculpture park near the ghost town of 
Rhyolite which is best known for the 
ghostly “Last Supper” sculpture by 
Belgian artist Albert Szukalski.  The Red 
Barn Art Center is a 2,250 square foot 
facility. Desert Explorers Barbara 
Gossett, Mignon Slentz, and Vickie Hill 
will also be exhibiting  at the Art & Craft 
show in Beatty.

The Red Barn Art Center

Desert Art Installation by artists Mikayla 
Whitmore, Karin Miller, Mary Sabo

Bullfrog Jail

Sculpture at the  
Goldwell Museum in Rhyolite

http://www.heroes-airshow.com/
https://mtwilson.z2systems
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Big Boy is coming to the Mojave!
Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of 

the Transcontinental Railroad’s 
Completion 

Union Pacific’s historic Big Boy 
steam locomotive No. 4014 is touring 
the Union Pacific system throughout 
2019 to commemorate the 
transcontinental railroad’s 150th 
anniversary. 

The Big Boy’s return to the rails is 
the product of more than two years of 
meticulous restoration work by the 
Union Pacific Steam Team. No. 4014 is 
the world’s only operating Big Boy 
locomotive. 

Due to the dynamic nature of these 
operations, running times and scheduled 
stops are subject to change. The most 
accurate steam schedule information 
always will be located on this page. 

Join the Union Pacific Steam Club to 

be notified of major schedule updates. 
Small schedule changes will be 
communicated immediately via the UP 
Steam Club Facebook Group and the @
UP_Steam Twitter feed located at 
twitter.com/up_steam . 
The Great Race Across the Southwest 

For the final time this year, the Big 
Boy No. 4014 will ride the rails on the 
Union Pacific system, taking it through 
Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Kansas, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and Wyoming. 
Unless otherwise noted on the schedule, 
all stops are “viewing only” locations. 

Friday, Sep 27 Las Vegas, Nev.  Arrival 1:45 p.m. PT 1001 Ironhorse Ct. 

Monday, October 7  Las Vegas, Nev.  On Display: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 1001 Ironhorse Ct. PT 

Tuesday, October 8  Las Vegas, Nev.  Depart 8:00 a.m. PT 1001 Ironhorse Ct. 
 Cima, Calif.  Arrival 10:30 a.m. PT Cima Road Crossing Depart 11:15 a.m. PT 
 Kelso, Calif.  Arrival Noon PT Kelso Depot Depart 12:15 p.m. PT 90942 Kelso Cima Road 
 Yermo, Calif.  Arrival 3:45 p.m. PT Intersection of Yermo Road and Jellico St. 

Wednesday, Oct 9   Yermo, Calif.  Intersection of Yermo Road and Jellico St.  Depart  8:00 a.m. PT  
 Victorville, Calif.  Amtrak Platform 16838 D St.  Arrival Depart  10:00 a.m. PT 10:45 a.m. PT  
 Greater L.A.  Area NO PUBLIC ACCESS  Arrival  2:30 p.m. PT  

Thursday, Oct 10 - Friday, October 11  
 Greater L.A. Area  On Display: TBD ONLY No Public Access Outside of Display Hours 

Saturday, Oct 12 RailGiants Passenger Excursion  
 Greater L.A. Area NO PUBLIC ACCESS  Depart  9:30 a.m. PT Ticket Information  
 Victorville, Calif.  Amtrak Platform 16838 D St.  Arrival Depart  12:15 p.m. PT 12:45 p.m. PT  
 Barstow, Calif.  Amtrak Station 685 N 1st Ave.  Arrival Depart  2:30 p.m. PT 3:00 p.m. PT  
 Yermo, Calif.  NO PUBLIC ACCESS  Arrival  4:30 p.m. PT  

Sunday, Oct 13 RailGiants Passenger Excursion  
 Yermo, Calif.  NO PUBLIC ACCESS  Depart  8:30 a.m. PT  
 Barstow, Calif.  Amtrak Station  Arrival Depart  9:15 a.m. PT 11:00 a.m. PT  
   685 N 1st Ave. Ticket Information 
 Greater Los Angeles Area Arrival 4:00 p.m. PT NO PUBLIC ACCESS 

Monday, Oct 14  Greater Los Angeles Area NO PUBLIC ACCESS 

Tuesday, Oct 15 Greater Los Angeles Area Depart 8:00 a.m. PT NO PUBLIC ACCESS 
 Beaumont, Calif.  Arrival 9:30 a.m. PT Highland Springs Ave. Overpass Depart 9:45 a.m. PT 
 Indio, Calif.  Arrival 11:15 a.m. PT 50 Pacific St. Depart 11:45 a.m. PT 
 Niland, Calif.  Arrival 1:15 p.m. PT 1st St. & Memphis St. Depart 1:45 p.m. PT 
 Yuma, Ariz.  Arrival 3:45 p.m. MST 10th & South Arizona Ave. 

Wednesday, Oct 16 Yuma, Ariz.  Depart 8:00 a.m. MST 10th & South Arizona Ave. 
 Mohawk, Ariz.  Arrival 10:00 a.m. MST Interstate 8 Eastbound Rest Area Depart 10:30 a.m. MST 
 Gila Bend, Ariz.  Arrival 12:30 p.m. MST Martin Ave. Crossing Depart 12:45 p.m. MST
 Casa Grande, Ariz.  Arrival 2:45 p.m. MST

Photo by Mark Loewe from Huntley, IL - UP 4014 Friesland, WI - 2019
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Game Camera Photography
By Jerry Dupree

I have enjoyed the outdoors all of my 
life and joined the Boy Scouts to be out 
in the mountains or the desert. I began 
hunting while in high school and as often 
as possible while attending college. As I 
grew older, the people I hunted with did 
too. At about that time I learned of game 
cameras and watched a few television 
programs where they had been used. 
Most of the photos were of law enforce-
ment such as game wardens in order to 
apprehend poachers, marijuana growers, 
polluters, and people with illegal and 
dangerous fires. I think game cameras 
were designed to help hunters to locate 
good places to hunt game and what kinds 
and sizes of animals in the habitat. 

I bought two game cameras online 
from Stealth Cam. I also have a pair of 
Bushnell cameras, I knew enough to 
choose a camera with the best resolution 
which means the most number of mega 
pixels. The cameras have various settings 
for different conditions and can be set for 
still photography or video. I do both and 
leave them set up for a week. My first 
cameras had play back, which tells me 
what I “caught” during the week. The 
videos also have sound and I have heard 
people commenting about the cameras 
and coyotes howling in front of the 
cameras. The night vision images are 
black and white, and not as sharp as 
daylight photos. They have motion 
detector shutter releases and will take ten 
second videos although the time can be 
set for a longer period. Ten seconds 
seems to be the typical length of time for 
an animal to be in the frame. If they 
remain or return, the camera will take 
another ten second video. 

There is a learning curve for when 
and how to set up the cameras. I always 
point the cameras north so they will not 
be exposed to direct sunlight into the 
lens. I use dry dog food and a small can 
of cat food for bait to attract predators 
and scavengers. I sprinkle the dog food 
in a bush to keep the animals in the 

frame for as long as possible while they 
search for each bite. Any movement can 
set off the camera such as wind blowing 
grass, leaves, or branches. I conceal the 
cameras by trimming around the position 
to cover the sides and make them less 
visible to humans. I carry a small folding 
saw, grass shears, pruning shears, and a 
small level to prepare the camera 

positions. The cameras are then aimed at 
the bait station. 

River beds are like freeways for 
animals and are mostly clear of brush 
from one side to the other. One can 
observe tracks to determine what kinds 
of animals frequent the area and how 
recently. I avoid locations where there 
might be human foot traffic as well as 
tire treads. I have taken a few pictures of 
hikers, horsemen, and illegal motor 
vehicles despite the signs posted 

everywhere. I have had cameras stolen or 
disturbed. The good news is the cameras 
are not highly expensive and like 
everything else in technical and 
electronic equipment, they are getting 
cheaper, better, improved quality and 
more features. There is always risk 
involved with theft, damage, and 
flooding. I recently had my cameras 
placed where I believe was above the 
high water mark of a dry river bed and 
returned to find my cameras encased in 
drie mud. They passed the durability test 
as I rinsed them off with water and 
cleaned them up with paper towels, 
Kleenex, and Q tips. They are working 
fine now. 

Among the equipment to bring are a 
GPS, a pencil, and pad of paper to record 
the coordinates, date, and mark with a 
“way point” in order to return to the 
camera position. The GPS will record 
your “bread crumb trail” to the cameras. 
I wear a back pack and a hunting vest 
with large pockets to bring tools, bait, 
water, and accessories. I have a small 
pistol for protection from snakes and 
mountain lions. It is loaded with .38 cal. 
shot shells in the first two chambers and 
hollow points in the rest. I have encoun-
tered rattlesnakes and a mountain lion. 

Wildlife photography is a very 
satisfying hobby for me as it gives me a 
good reason to be in the wilderness and a 
challenge to find the right locations and 
back drops. 

I have recently acquired a drone to  
try another form of wildlife photography. 
My plan is to fly it up and down river 
beds to see what kinds of animals I can 
find from a vertical vantage point. 

So far I have photographed coyotes, 
road runners, tortoises, cottontail 
rabbits, jack rabbits, gray foxes, kit 
foxes, bobcats, squirrels, badgers, a 
mountain lion, big horn sheep, vultures, 
snakes, various lizards, hawks, quail.  
I like to get shots of animals up close 
and personal.      ~ Jerry

Bobcat

Coyote

Jackrabbit

Mountain Lion
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East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles
Friday-Sunday October 25-27, 2019
(Rescheduled from May 3-5, due to 

conflict with Route 66 Trip schedule) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, 
October 25th at 11:00 a.m. The Visitor 
Center opens at 10:00 a.m. if you want 
to arrive early and take a tour. 

We will travel through or around the 
edges of the Providence Mountains, 
Piute Mountains, Old Woman 
Mountains, Turtle Mountains, Whipple 
Mountains, Chemuhuevi Mountains, and 
the Sacramento Mountains, with two dry 
camps along the way. We will have 
potluck Happy Hour and dinner both 
nights. This will finish the end of EMHT 
#3, which we did not finish on the last 
trip and EMHT #4. Both books may be 
purchased either from Mojave River 
Valley Museum or Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association 
(Goffs), https://www.mdhca.org/.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan  
to attend, so I know how many vehicles 
to expect.

Tour of San Dimas Ex-
perimental Forest

November 2, 2019
Leader: Bob Jacoby

This will be a special Forest Service 
guided tour of a section of Angeles 
National Forest that is not normally 
accessible to us. The trip will actually be 
led by a forest ranger who will guide us 
over roads requiring at least high clear-
ance, if not four wheel drive. We will be 
meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Nov. 2 at a 
location to be named by the Forest 
Service. We will be limited to ten vehi-

cles, so it will be first come/first served. 
High clearance will be absolutely 
mandatory.

If you are interested, please email or 
call Bob Jacoby. This should be a very 
interesting and unique trip!

Hansen Dam Area
November 3, 2019
Leader: Bill Neill

Proposals for a 4WD tour were 
unsuccessful, but Hansen Dam basin is 
worth visiting on foot. Located at the 
northeast corner of San Fernando Valley, 
Hansen Dam is a two-mile-long rock 
dam operated by the Army Corps of 
Engineers that prevents flood waters 
from Big Tujunga Canyon, draining the 
west half of the San Gabriel Mountains, 
from flooding downtown Los Angeles. 
The large flood control basin leased to 
City of Los Angeles has landscaped 
parks and an equestrian center on the 
perimeter, but the interior is natural and 
shows how Los Angeles looked before 
development.

Meet at 9:30 a.m. on the paved 
parking lot of Orcas Park, about 500 feet 
beyond the Hansen Dam Horse Park 
entrance, accessed from Foothill Blvd. 
via Orcas Avenue, about midway 
between the I-210 freeway exits at 
Osborne Street and Wheatland Ave. Wear 
protective clothing and water-repellent 
boots for hiking on horse trails with 
shallow-water stream crossings. Bring 
snacks and lawn chairs for optional lunch 

under shade trees after tour. For more 
information contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net under shade trees 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

From the Trip 
Coordinator 

Please advise the Trip Coordinator 
(me) of the trip anyone plans to lead 

and a date so we don’t have 
conflicting schedules.

Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

Photo 1:  Big Tujunga Creek in June 2018, fol-
lowing a dry winter.  Groundwater from the San 
Gabriel Mountains rises to the surface nearby, so 
water flow is perennial. 

Photo 2:  Long concrete structure on basin’s 
south margin, presumably a gravel hopper (?) from 
1920’s (?). 

Photo 3:  Vehicle crossing at Big Tujunga Creek, 
moved to this new location by flooding last winter. 

Photo 4:  Piles of concrete slabs, presumably 
used during dam construction.  I should know 
more about this history by November.

https://www.mdhca.org/
mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
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after tour. For more information contact 
Bill Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net

Death Valley
January 2020

Leader: We Need One!
Currently in the planning stages. 

Details will be announced as they 
become available. 

San Andreas Fault Line
February 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Follow the fault line from Brawley to 

Whitewater with a geologist to answer 
questions and point out highlights along 
the way. Details will be announced as 
they become available. 

Ocotillo to Borrego
March 19-21, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Start at Ocotillo, explore Dos 

Cabezas and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. 

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

April 3-5, 2020
Pahrump, Nevada

Mark your calendars now! We’ll have 
trips in the area and wine and dine in 
Pahrump. Trips, Rondy Dinner, and guest 
speaker info will be announced as things 
come together.

Shoshone to Pahrump 
Rondy Inbound

April 3, 2020
Leader: Bill Neill

Bill has developed a one-hour slide 
show on geology of the Amargosa 
region designed for presentations to 
Audubon Society / Sierra Club / CA 
Native Plant Society in the Los Angeles 
area. 

When Susan Sorrells learned about 
this last week, she asked if he would 
present the slide show at the Shoshone 
Museum. He proposed Friday, April 3, 
at the start of a DE inbound trip. This 
morning, Susan agreed to this date, 
pending her staff approval, saying “I 
look forward to seeing possibly my 
Desert Explorer friends!”

The inbound trip would consist of 
my presentation at Shoshone Museum, 
followed by a stop at the colorful 
volcanic roadcut exposure east of 
Shoshone along the highway to 
Pahrump.

Paiute Mountain
May 2020

Leader: Marian Johns
No details yet. Stay tuned. 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear.

Details will be announced as they 
become available. 

Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. Details will 
follow after our pre-run. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details will be announced as 
the trip plan develops.

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. More info as the plans 
are fleshed out. Stay tuned.

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details will be announced as they 

become available.

On the drawing board 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the upcoming newsletters 
or call the trip leader if you would like to 
be kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip.
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree

 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess

 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Powell? 
Date to be announced

 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns

 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
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At the recent DE business meeting on 
September 21, I announced that it is time 
for me to step down from my position as 
the Chairman for the Desert Explorers. It 
is with a considerable amount of mixed 
emotion that I have made this decision. I 
really enjoy the comradery working with 
everyone in the DE and I will miss that. 
However, I have been in the position for 
nearly five years and it is time to bring 

some fresh blood and new ideas to the 
forefront. I will be able to stay on until 
December 31 when the new person will 
take over. I am not leaving for health 
reasons other than the fact that my hearing 
problem really flares up sometimes. 
However, I am hoping that some new 
hearing aids will help in that regard.

To select a new Chair we have 
organized a nomination committee 
consisting of myself and former chairs 
Ruth Harder and Marion Johns. We will be 
meeting in the very near future to identify 
potential candidates, We hope that 
whoever is selected will be available to 
serve beginning in January 2020. There is 
so much talent and brainpower in this club 
that I am not worried about finding an 
outstanding candidate.

In the meantime, we are currently 
planning for the next Rondy which will be 
held from April 3-5 in Pahrump, Nevada. 
Jerry and Dolly Dupree and I visited 
Pahrump last week and we believe we 
have found a venue. We also found 
potential tours that are unique to Pahrump 
and that our members will be interested in. 
In addition, we have identified a speaker to 
talk about the history and geology of the 
Pahrump Valley. We already have 
volunteers for at least three trips during the 
Rondy weekend. Pahrump should be fun!

I am looking forward to seeing many of 
you on the Experimental Forest trip on 
Novembver 2. Also, don’t forget Nelson’s 
trip on the Mojave Heritage Trail coming 
up in late Octover. That will be a premier 
event.  ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

DE Meeting Minutes
Saturday, September 21, 2019 

Meeting Open 11:45 a.m.
Regrets Bill Smith, Deb & Steve 
Marschke, Mal & Jean Roode, Jean & 
Sunny Hansen, Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Attending Dave Burdick, Ding & Allan 
Wicker, Bob Jacoby, Nelson Miller, Jay 
Lawrence, Marian & Neal Johns, Dolly  
& Jerry Dupree, Ruth & Emmett Harder.
Previous Minutes Approved
Treasurer Bob Jacoby reported for Bill 
Smith that we have a current bank 
balance of $5,322 and recommended 
sending our proposed second $500 
donation to the museum as planned. It 
was already voted on earlier in the year, 

so the donation was quickly approved.
Newsletter Jay Lawrence reported that 
the newsletter is in good shape and please 
keep sending in your stories and photos.
Rondy Bob Jacoby and the Duprees will 
be heading to Pahrump on Monday to 
check the facilities and finalize 
arrangements. Bill Neill has already put 
an inbound trip together with a talk in 
Shoshone and a geology field trip. More 
details will be available at the next 
meeting. Registration form needs to be in 
the newsletter by the January issue. 
Website Deb couldn’t make it but is 
working to bring the website up to date. 
Museum Nelson Miller reported that the 
Mini BBQ will be on Wednesday. 
Museum is renewing its lease for 20 

years. Hilburn estate sale is moving ahead 
and will help museum expansion project.
Trips Do another MRVM museum work 
party in November or January. Jacoby trip 
to Experimental Forest will require high 
clearance vehicles but not 4WD. Trip list 
in newsletter is up-to-date. Dave Burdick 
suggested more local day trips into San 
Bernardino Mountains area.
New Business Bob Jacoby announced he 
will be stepping down from his chairman 
positon at the end of the year. Bob, 
Marian Johns and Ruth Harder will form 
a nominating committee.
Next Meeting Saturday, December 7th 
Christmas Party at the home of Ding and 
Allan Wicker. 
Meeting Adjourned 12:35 p.m.



This months’ correct guess 
was the Little Schoolhouse in 
Calico, California. Our 
September winners: Jean 
Roode, Vicki Hill, Bob and 
Sue Jaussaud, Randy 
(One-T) Mathews, Danny 
Siler and Allan Scheonherr. 

Calico
On April 6, 1881, S. C. 

Wardan, Hues Thomas and 
John C. King located claims 
on Calico Mountain. They 
named their discovery the 
Silver King Mine. 

Below the Silver King Mine 
the town of Calico grew 
slowly. In the spring of 1882, 
there were only 100 people 
living there. In July, 1882, the 
Silver King Mine was sold to 
San Francisco interests for 
$300,000. This, along with the 
consolidation of many 
individual claims led to more 
efficient mining. There were no 
less than 46 mines of note near 
Calico with the most important being the 
Waterloo, Bismarck, Oriental, Garfield 
and Burning Moscow.

In 1887 the Oro Grande Company 
began building a mill next to their mill 
at Daggett (which had been enlarged in 
1884 to fifteen stamps). Just before 
completion, the mill burned to the 
ground, but work was 
resumed at once. To reduce 
transportation costs, a 
narrow-gauge railroad was 
constructed in 1888 to bring 
ore from the Waterloo and 
Silver King mines to the mill. 
The falling price of silver 
shut down these mines in 
1892. By 1896, the Silver 
King Mining Company also 
shut down. The mines of 
Calico produced between 
$13,000,000 and 
$20,000,000 worth of silver.

Around 1917 cyanide was 

used to recover silver from the Silver 
King mine dumps, and during the early 
1930s there was a small operation, the 
Zenda Gold Mining Company, which 
mined silver. Gold was mined from the 
Total Wreck (Burcham) Mine from the 
1930s until 1941. There is a strong 
possibility that the enormous quantities 
of low grade silver ore present at Calico 

will one day be mined. 
As a town, Calico, with 

its one street perched on an 
inclined mesa, had a 
turbulent existence. It 
burned to the ground in the 
fall of 1883, and was 
rebuilt. After it was vacated 
in the 1930s, the remains of 
Calico sat derelict until 
1950, when Walter Knott, 
owner of Knotts Berry 
Farm in Buena Park, 
converted the ghost town 
into a tourist attraction. 

Three miles east of 
Calico, the town of Borate 
was formed near borax 
deposits mine since 1884 by 
“Borax” Smith. A railroad 
named the Borate & 
Daggett was laid into Mule 
Canyon in 1898. The borax 
mines were abandoned in 
1907 after yielding nine 
million dollars’ worth of 
borax minerals. www.
Digital-Desert.com

Bob found this new location, in his 
wanderings, still looking for a cold 
beer but the bartender was too busy 
studying to serve him. Let him know 
where he is so he can set off for the 
next location. ~ Bob P

Help him find out where he is on the 
map so he can put-down and 
call for Lyft. Send your 
guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.com 
with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the 
names of winners along with 
his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let 
him know what area he is in, 
such as “The southern part 
of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.” Bonus 
points for approximate GPS 
coordinates.
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Lost:  
Where  
Am I?

Last month?  
Little Schoolhouse,  

Calico, California

http://www.Digital-Desert.com
http://www.Digital-Desert.com
mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com


Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies’ pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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