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Santa Clara  
River Valley and 

“The Nard”
By Bob Jaussaud

Sue and I love our life on the desert, 
but the summertime heat wears us down. 
So a couple of years ago we started 
looking for a summer get-away in cooler 
climes. Before Neal Johns met Marian 
(when he still had suspiciously brown 
hair and enjoyed his life-sized doll 
named “Hope”) he lived in Oxnard, a 
place he called 
“the western 
edge of the 
East Mojave.” 
He seemed to 
like it there. 
Ron Lipari 
and Mike 
Vollmert also 
told us of the 
wonders of 
Oxnard. So, 
Sue and I 
made the trek to check out “The Nard,” 
as locals call it. 

Of all things, we found a 
manufactured home in a senior park 
close to the ocean in a place called 
Hollywood Beach, so named because 
many motion picture companies filmed 
their beach (and desert) scenes there in  

    the early days. Also, it’s where 
Rudolph Valentino had his beach cottage. 
Now we never once thought we would 
end up in a “senior park,” but the place 
was affordable, looked pretty good, and 
we were over the minimum age of 55 (if 
only just barely). Ha! 

To make a long story short, we bought 
our beach hide-away and really enjoy 
being there, especially when the desert is 
inhospitable. What a great life! We 
alternate between the beach and the 
desert, so there are a lot of trips back and 
forth. It became imperative that we figure 
out the best route between “the Nard” 
and Needles. The shortest way involved 
the 101, the 210, I-15 and I-40 but we 
quickly learned that the only time that 
route might not be jammed with traffic 
(especially the 101/405 junction) was 
early Sunday morning. Since I like to 

sleep in and 
we don’t 
always travel 
on Sunday 
anyway, that 
didn’t work. 
We tried all 
the other 
various route 
combinations 
to get through 
LA including 
the Antelope 

Valley Freeway and the Pearblossom 
Highway, but they all had various issues. 
We dreaded the trip until one casual day 
we started east from “The Nard” on 
Highway 126 leading through the Santa 
Clara River Valley. Now this is our 
favorite connecting route with the desert. 

Highway 126 intersects with the I-5 
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near Santa Clarita and it is only a short 
way north from there to Gorman. From 
Gorman we follow Highway 138 through 
the Poppy Reserve to Highway 14 near 
Rosamond. After following 14 north to 
the town of Mojave, we head east on 
Highway 58 to Barstow and pick up the 
I-40 to Needles. It is a dream route that 
avoids LA completely. It does make the 
trip about 20 minutes longer, but that is 
time well spent in our view. The only 
possible bottleneck is at Kramer 
Junction and that won’t be the case for 
long as the new 58 freeway is almost 
completed. Happy Day! 

If you try to Google our route 
please be aware that we go through the 
Santa Clara River Valley, not the Santa 
Clara Valley. The Santa Clara Valley 
runs southeast from San Francisco Bay 
and is part of the “South Bay”, a 
region known as “Silicon Valley.” 
Definitely not our route. 

We never realized any place like 
the Santa Clara River Valley still 
existed in Southern California. 
What a gem! It is a beautiful 
farming valley nestled between the 
Los Padres National Forest to the 
north and the Santa Susana 
Mountains to the south. The Santa 
Clara River flows through the 
valley and is one of the most 
natural rivers left in Southern 
California. Its headwaters are in the 
San Gabriel Mountains and its largest 
fork comes out of Aliso Canyon and 
flows west through Soledad Canyon. The 
Santa Clara River tributaries include 
Bouquet Creek, Piru Creek, San 
Francisquito Creek, Castaic Creek and 
Sespe Creek. The river continues west 
through citrus farms to the Oxnard Plain 
and the Pacific Ocean. Along the road 
west of Santa Clarita, paralleling the 
river, there are numerous old-time fruit 
stands and many historic buildings. In 
fact, the local tourism bureau is 
attempting to rename this valley 
“Heritage Valley.” Ugh! Personally I will 
always recognize it as the Santa Clara 
River Valley. 

The valley was originally inhabited by 
Native Americans, the Tataviam on the 
east and the Chumash on the west. In 
1769 the Spanish Portola Expedition 
camped in the valley while traveling 
through it. Franciscan missionary Fray 
Juan Crespi, a member of the expedition, 
named the valley Canada de Santa Clara. 
This valley route is part of El Camino 
Real (the King’s Highway) and early 

missionaries 
led by Father 
Junipero Serra 

passed through to establish Mission San 
Buenaventura in 1782. In 1874 Nathan 
Weston planted orange trees near what 
was to become Santa Paula. His groves 
could be accessed easily using the then 
new road just established connecting 
Inyo County mines with the new wharf at 
Hueneme. The valley was also the main 
stage coach route from Los Angeles to 
Santa Barbara. Fillmore was founded as 
a station on the Southern Pacific Railroad 
when they came through in 1887. The 
early 1900’s saw oil companies and 
motion picture companies establish 
themselves in the valley. Thankfully, the 
citrus groves have survived all this 
development and still dominate the 

valley today. They even survived March 
12, 1928 when the Santa Clara River 
carried the collapsed St. Francis Dam 
flood waters to the ocean. 

On our commutes through the Santa 
Clara River Valley we have discovered 
many wonderful things including the 
Fillmore & Western Railway Company, 
the Santa Clara “Little Red Schoolhouse” 
(built in 1896 and still in use today for 
K-6th grade), and the historic old towns 
of Piru, Fillmore and Santa Paula. One 
Saturday we stopped at Rancho Camulos, 
a National Historic Landmark and the 
setting for Helen Hunt Jackson’s novel, 
“Ramona.” Rancho Camulos is currently 
a working ranch and still belongs to the 
second owner’s family, the Rubels. The 
original owners were the Del Valles. As 
prominent Californios, they were deeded 

the 48,000 
acre Mexican 
land grant in 
1839. August 
Rubel 
purchased 
Rancho 
Camulos from 
the Del Valles 
in 1924 and 
today the 
ranch remains 

a good representation of Southern 
California agricultural life from 1853 to 
1943. Near the historic barn there is even 
a gas and oil house circa 1910. The 
Rancho is, as Huell Howser used to say, 
“a fine example of California’s Gold.” 

When doing our Nard/Needles 
commute, we always stop at the Vista 
Del Lago Visitor Center off I-5 
overlooking Pyramid Lake. The center is 
owned by the California Department of 
Water Resources and they have some 
wonderful displays there. On the east 
side of their parking lot there is a 
memorial to the Old Ridge Route which 
was the winding road connecting Los 
Angeles and Bakersfield over Tejon Pass 
from 1915 to 1933. It is possibly the 
reason California didn’t split into two 
states… but that is another story. ~ Bob 
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Two Week Alaskan Cruise
by Mignon Slentz

In July my friend Robin and I were 
lucky enough to be the recipients of a free 
Holland- America cruise on the 
Amsterdam from Seattle, north to Alaska.  
We were originally supposed to accompany 
my elderly parents on the trip but my dad 
fell and broke his hip the month before. 
They cancelled but we didn’t!

First stop in Ketchikan where my 

friends met us and promptly took us to 
their daughter’s work place, The 49er 
Bar where I discovered I really like 
Bloody Marys.

We walked laps around the ship every 
morning to get in our 2 miles. Food was 
plentiful and good.  We mainly walked 
around the different towns we docked at, 
sightseeing, shopping and always trying 

to have a beer in each “famous bar.”
It was my first time to visit Sitka and 

enjoyed the churches and Russian 
architecture. In Kodiak I got to meet for 
the first time a 2nd cousin of mine, Dake 
who is a fishing guide, photographer and 
tour guide. He actually took the photo of 
a cub eating a salmon that is on Kodiak’s 
visitor’s guide. ~ Mignon
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At the 49er in Ketchikan

Kayaking in Hoonah

At the Salty Dog Saloon in Homer Spit

Robin with her salmon friends
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Deborah Nakamoto had some photos 
of bugs she identified that she  

wanted to share. Most people don’t notice 
these little guys. “These 17 bugs are some 
of the more interesting ones I’ve seen so 
far this year on different camping trips 
and hikes. I’m trying to learn their names, 
not just “beetle” or “spider,” with much 
help from the experts in the Insect 
Identification group on Facebook”

A: Wolf Spider (Lycosidae family), 
Kofa NWR, Arizona

B: Desert Spider Beetle (Cysteodemus 
armatus), Joshua Tree NP. This is a type 
of blister beetle that can secrete a 
caustic, blistering chemical from its 
joints to defend itself.

C: Velvet Ant (Mutillidae family), San 
Gabriel Mountains, This is not an ant, 
but a wingless wasp with a very 
powerful sting. It’s funny how a little 
fuzz can make anything look cute!

D: Caterpillar Hunter (Calosoma sp.), 
Anza Borrego Desert SP. I have video of 
one attacking a white-lined sphinx 
caterpillar.

E: Wooly Darkling Beetle (Eleodes 
osculans), Santa Monica Mountains.  
More fuzz equals more cuteness for this 
little stinker.

F: False Blister Beetle (Asclera 
excavata), Santa Monica Mountains

G: Pacific Coast Ticks (Dermacentor 
occidentalis), Santa Monica Mountains. 
These two ticks, one on top of the other, 
are “questing” for a host to snag onto. 
These commonly seen parasites are a 
type of “hard” tick with pear-shaped 
bodies, a hard plate (scutellum) on the 
back, and mouth parts visible from the 
top. Hard ticks will feed on more than 
one host, so they go questing like these 
are doing.

H: Diabolical Ironclad Beetle 
(Phloeodes diabolicus), Santa Monica 
Mountains. Beetles in this genus have 
extremely hard shells, hence the name. I 
don’t know about “diabolical”: it’s 
harmless and plays dead when handled.

A

B

C D

E
F

G

H
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I: Ovate Shieldback (Aglaothorax 
ovata), Bighorn Mountains

J: Thread-Waisted Wasp (Ammophila 
sp.), Bighorn Mountains. These wasps 
paralyze small caterpillars or spiders to 
feed their larvae.

K: Ten-Lined June Beetle (Polyphylla 
decemlineata), male, Bighorn 
Mountains. The large clubs on the ends 
of its antennae are actually six plates 
that open like a book to detect the 
pheromones of the females.

L: Harvestman (Opiliones sp.), San 
Gabriel Mountains

M: Green Pine Chafer (Dichelonyx 
backi), Mammoth Mountain

N: White-Spotted Sawyer 
(Monochamus scutellatus), Mammoth 
Mountain

O: Golden Buprestid Beetle (Buprestis 
aurulenta) deceased, San Gabriel 
Mountains. This is a real beetle, not a 
piece of jewelry!

P: Pajahuello Tick (Ornithodorus 
coriaceus), a type of soft tick, San 
Gabriel Mountains This is a type of 
“soft” tick with oval bodies, no 
scutellum, and mouth parts visible only 
from underneath. Soft ticks feed only on 
one host, so they parasitize birds or 
mammals that have nests or habitual 
sleeping sites. I was probably sitting 
where a deer or something usually rests, 
and this thing crawled onto me.

Q: Sheep Moth (Hemileuca 
eglanterina) male, San Gabriel 
Mountains  ~ Deb



 • Wednesday, August 7: Sunny & I 
left home at 2:30 p.m. and drove out 
to Blue Ridge road and then on down 
to Lupine campground in the Angeles 
National Forest. On the way down to 
Lupine campground, we saw two 
deer. Sunny got a very good picture 
of one of them. We camped at Lupine 
in a beautiful shaded spot. Of all the 
campgrounds we have stayed at 
through the years, this one ranks 
right up there with the most beautiful 
of them all. This campground is in a 
deep valley with very tall pine trees 
and spectacular views of the 
surrounding mountains. The 
temperature was perfect – about 80 
degrees and in fact, we didn’t bring a 
heavy enough blanket and got a little 
cold in the camper that night. At 
happy hour we did have to spray with 
insect repellent, though.

 • Thursday, August 8: We hiked from 
camp at 8:30 a.m. and started up the 
hill for the Fish Fork falls hike. We 

did this hike about 30 years ago 
when we first moved to the high 
desert and at that time, did the whole 
hike in about 6 hours, including both 
upper and lower Fish Fork falls. 
Also, at that time, the trail was 
excellent and well used. This time, 
the trail was woefully degraded and 
overgrown, the signs were pretty 
much non-existent and there was 
buckthorn growing over the trail, 
which made for very difficult hiking. 
I believe that this is due to that area 
being made the Sheep Mountain 
wilderness. However, we did manage 
to follow the trail up to Pine 
Mountain Ridge and then around and 
over to the feeder ridge for Fish Fork. 
At this point, the trail virtually 
disappeared. We debated turning 
around at this point, but decided to 
go ahead and descend into the 
canyon, hoping to pick up the 
(remembered from 30 years ago) trail 
to lower Fish Fork Falls. We 
struggled down the slope, taking 

much time to try to locate the “trail” 
and eventually, did get to the bottom 
of the canyon, where we encountered 
upper Fish Fork falls. We then 
walked a bit further and found the 
old campground for upper Fish Fork 
and the old sign. We stopped there to 
have lunch. After lunch, we had to 
decide if we wanted to try to go 
further to reach lower Fish Fork falls, 
but after some reconnaissance, 
realized the old trail was gone and 
further, the whole canyon bottom 
was now very overgrown and for us, 
impassable. We just didn’t have time 
to even try to reach the lower falls, so 
regretfully, we turned around and 
retraced our steps. The total hike we 
did today was 8.5 miles round-trip. 
We made it back to camp at 5:00 
p.m. and since I hadn’t packed a 
second dinner, we decided to go back 
home that evening. The drive up and 
out on Blue Ridge was spectacular, 
as always. ~ Jean
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TRIP NOTES – FISH FORK HIKE – August 7-8, 2019
By Jean Hansen

Fish Fork campground

Fish Fork campground

Sign for Fish Fork trip

Deer on the road

Sunny on the trail

Upper Fish Fork falls
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Directions to Ding & Allan’s Home
In Claremont from the I-10 go 

north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past 
Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the 
median (counting from Foothill) turn 
left into the entrance to Griswold’s 
townhomes. You will see a set of three 
gates connected to an ivy-covered wall 
and tile-roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the 
closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 

Foothill to Indian Hill.
From the I-210 westbound get off 

at Baseline and go west on Baseline to 
Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). 
Approach the northern-most gate at the 
entrance. Stop there, and at the 
keyboard punch 037. (There is a 
directory.) That will ring Allan’s phone, 
and he will answer and open the gate 
from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it 
turning right immediately. Then follow 

the street until the first left opportunity. 
Turn left and again left at the next 
opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. 
Park in any available parking area-not 
along the curb. The 1430 on the side of 
the house should be visible from the 
street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow 
the sidewalk to the house entrance. 

Desperation calls for assistance  
(909) 445-0082.

Desert Explorers September Meeting
Saturday, September 21st

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

What the Peppers Did on Their Spring Vacation
We started in Mobile, Alabama and 

auto-toured along the Gulf Coast 
including New Orleans and Lake 
Charles, Louisiana and Houston, Texas. 
Then on to San Antonio to explore the 
Alamo and River Walk. On to Big Bend 
National Park for hiking and bird 
watching to add to our personal “Big 
Year” along the Rio Grande. On to 
border towns El Paso and old mining 
town Douglas, Arizona. A highlight was 
visiting Camelback in Phoenix for a few 
days and exploring the Sonoran Desert 
around Lake Havesu City.

From Lake Havesu City we headed to 
Oatman, Arizona and Barstow along as 
much of the old U.S. Route 66 alignment 
as possible. Barstow was a great 
stopover for a rail fan but the highlight 
was visiting the Mojave River Valley 
Museum on Virginia Way where we are, 
of course, members. We explored some 
back roads into the Mojave then on to 
Morro Bay, a real seaside gem. More 
hiking and more birds.

We drove the Pacific Coast Highway 
with its one of a kind breathtaking vistas 
to Carmel where we had a romantic 

lunch (see, we aren’t too old yet!) at a 
little café, then on to San Francisco. Our 
daughter is there and we reacquainted 
ourselves with the City. It is desperately 
in need of major cleaning up, but it will 
always be a favorite. The three of us 
went to Sonoma for a long weekend 
tasting, walking, exploring and just 
enjoying.

From San Francisco, Sue had to fly 
home but I drove the Central Valley with 
its endless orchards and fields, across the 
Tehachapi and back into the Mojave. I 
visited Red Rock Canyon State Park, 
Inyokern and Searles Valley, and got 
buzzed by what looked like a bomber 
from China Lake. Then through the 
Panamint Valley into Death Valley NP. I 
saw the highlights at Stovepipe Wells, 
Furnace Creek and Bad Water Basin. I 
hiked some and, believe it or not, more 
birds! Could not visit Scotty’s Castle 
because of a road closure.

I went through Pahrump and up 
through Tonopah to little Warm Springs 
admiring the solitude of the Great Basin 
Desert. I picked up Nevada SR 375 
(Extraterrestrial Highway) and stopped 

in Rachel at the A’Le’Inn for an Alien 
Burger, which was actually pretty good. 
No aircraft of any type from Area 51 
were visible. But the desert was so vast 
and captivating.

I then chanced the West Salt Lake 
Desert along an original alignment of the 
Lincoln Highway through Callao, Fish 
Springs, past Dugway Proving Ground 
and Toelle and into Ogden. That is one 
of my favorite stretches of desert.

I was in Ogden for the Union Pacific 
Annual Conference and the 150th 
Anniversary of the Golden Spike. I did 
go to the site but on May 9. The May 10 
celebration would have been nice but it 
was a zoo. I did get to see 4014, the 
refurbished Big Boy, in Ogden. I had 
seen it two years earlier in the UP Steam 
Shop in Cheyenne with the hinged front 
of the boiler still open. But they got the 
restoration completed, new paint job and 
all, and it ran under its own power to 
Ogden.

Just drove home from there, but I am 
really anxious to get back to the desert; 
still am looking forward to my first 
Desert Explorer’s trip!!! ~ Jerry Peppers
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East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles
Friday-Sunday October 25-27, 2019
(Rescheduled from May 3-5, due to 

conflict with Route 66 Trip schedule) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, 
October 25th at 11:00 a.m. The Visitor 
Center opens at 10:00 a.m. if you want 
to arrive early and take a tour. 

We will travel through or around the 
edges of the Providence Mountains, 
Piute Mountains, Old Woman 
Mountains, Turtle Mountains, Whipple 
Mountains, Chemuhuevi Mountains, and 
the Sacramento Mountains, with two dry 
camps along the way. We will have 
potluck Happy Hour and dinner both 
nights. This will finish the end of EMHT 
#3, which we did not finish on the last 
trip and EMHT #4. Both books may be 
purchased either from Mojave River 
Valley Museum or Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association 
(Goffs), https://www.mdhca.org/.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan  
to attend, so I know how many vehicles 
to expect.

Tour of San Dimas Ex-
perimental Forest

November 2, 2019
Leader: Bob Jacoby

This will be a special Forest Service 
guided tour of a section of Angeles 
National Forest that is not normally 
accessible to us.    The trip will actually 
be led by a forest ranger who will guide 
us over roads requiring at least high 
clearance, if not four wheel drive.  We 
will be meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Nov. 2 
at a location to be named by the Forest 
Service.  We will be limited to ten 

vehicles, so it will be first come/first 
served.  High clearance will be absolute-
ly mandatory.

If you are interested, please email or 
call Bob Jacoby.  This should be a very 
interesting and unique trip!

Hansen Dam Area
November, 3 and/or 9, 2019

Leader: Bill Neill
Proposals for a 4WD tour were 

unsuccessful, but Hansen Dam basin is 
worth visiting on foot.  Located at the 
northeast corner of San Fernando Valley, 
Hansen Dam is a two-mile-long rock 
dam operated by the Army Corps of 
Engineers that prevents flood waters 
from Big Tujunga Canyon, draining the 
west half of the San Gabriel Mountains, 
from flooding downtown Los Angeles.  
The large flood control basin leased to 
City of Los Angeles has landscaped 
parks and an equestrian center on the 
perimeter, but the interior is natural and 
shows how Los Angeles looked before 
development.

Meet at 9:30 a.m. on the paved 
parking lot of Orcas Park, about 500 feet 
beyond the Hansen Dam Horse Park 
entrance, accessed from Foothill Blvd. 
via Orcas Avenue, about midway 
between the I-210 freeway exits at 
Osborne Street and Wheatland Ave.  
Wear protective clothing and water-
repellent boots for hiking on horse trails 
with shallow-water stream crossings.  
Bring snacks and lawn chairs for lunch 

under shade trees after tour.  
For more information contact Bill 

Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

From the Trip 
Coordinator 

Please advise the Trip Coordinator 
(me) of the trip anyone plans to lead 

and a date so we don’t have 
conflicting schedules.

Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

Photo 1:  Big Tujunga Creek in June 2018, fol-
lowing a dry winter.  Groundwater from the San 
Gabriel Mountains rises to the surface nearby, so 
water flow is perennial. 

Photo 2:  Long concrete structure on basin’s 
south margin, presumably a gravel hopper (?) from 
1920’s (?). 

Photo 3:  Vehicle crossing at Big Tujunga Creek, 
moved to this new location by flooding last winter. 

Photo 4:  Piles of concrete slabs, presumably 
used during dam construction.  I should know 
more about this history by November.
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Death Valley
January 2020

Leader: We Need One!
Currently in the planning stages. 

Details will be announced as they 
become available. 

San Andreas Fault Line
February 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Follow the fault line from Brawley to 

Whitewater with a geologist to answer 
questions and point out highlights along 
the way. Details will be announced as 
they become available. 

Ocotillo to Borrego
March 19-21, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Start at Ocotillo, explore Dos 

Cabezas and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. 

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

April 3-5, 2020
Pahrump, Nevada

Mark your calendars now! We’ll have 
trips in the area and wine and dine in 
Pahrump. Trips, Rondy Dinner, and guest 
speaker info will be announced as things 
come together.

Paiute Mountain
May 2020

Leader: Marian Johns
No details yet. Stay tuned. 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear.

Details will be announced as they 
become available. 

Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. Details will 
follow after our pre-run. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details will be announced as 
the trip plan develops.

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. More info as the plans 
are fleshed out. Stay tuned.

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details will be announced as they 

become available.

On the drawing board 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the upcoming newsletters 
or call the trip leader if you would like to 
be kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip.
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild
 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Powell? 

Date to be announced
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

Get out there!

In a day or so, I will be leaving on a 
three week coast to coast auto trip mainly 
along the original alignments of the 
Lincoln Highway. I will have the privilege 
of going on this trip in a 1958 Studebaker 
Hawk owned by my friend, Brian Suen. 
The trip is sponsored by the Lincoln 
Highway Association and over 30 
automobiles have registered. Many of 
these vehicles are vintage. 

What makes this auto tour extra special 
is that turn by turn instructions (over 170 
pages worth) were just emailed to all 
attendees. All lodging has also been 
planned for the 16 days we will be on the 
road. This amounts to around 200 miles 
per day. In addition, the organizers have 
identified photo stops (including some 
incredible old bridges). Also, museum 
stops and other historical places are clearly 
identified on the route. 

The entirety of the trip will be from 
Washington D.C. to San Francisco. 
Believe it or not, there will be some 
significant dirt road sections, including a 
trip across Utah on the old road. This is a 
very well organized trip that is well worth 
it for a unique adventure.

I will be back in time for the DE 
Business meeting at the Wicker’s home in 
Claremont on September 21. At that time, 
we will discuss the updated trip list and 
talk about other future plans for our group. 
I hope to see everybody there. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s 
Corner 

by Bob Jacoby



10 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 280 SepteMbeR 2019

A Tidbit on Getting Away 
I have often wondered why I have 

such a huge urge to get away, I think it 
has much to do with simplicity. A life on 
the road is simple when traveling with my 
small camper. I bring only a few posses-
sions along – but each one is important to 
me. The clutter of my life is left behind 
and out of mind. My life back home is 
too filled with “stuff” - clothes I don’t 
need, shoes I never wear, junk drawers 
filled with things I don’t need, gadgets I 
don’t use, books and magazines I’ll never 
read. In my camper are just the things I 
really need; a few changes of clothes, 
food, a bed and gasoline to get me 
someplace. I have no mail no phone and 
no surprise company. I have no cable TV 
with 200 channels I don’t watch. There is 
one wastebasket to empty and everything 
has its place. On the road my life feels 
very uncomplicated, simple and manage-
able. ~ snipped and saved by Glen Shaw

Bob and Sue’s New RV
The last time we were in Oxnard we 

went to the Murphy Auto Museum. They 
were selling off some of their stuff as 
they lost their lease and are moving to a 
smaller building, so... I ended up with a 
1924 Chevy RV-camper-motorhome.

Its something right out of “Grapes of 
Wrath.” It seems that the folks in charge 
of the El Garces in Needles are 
interested in displaying it there. Our 
hope is that this might be the start of a 
visitor canter and travel museum for 
Route 66. I’m sure they will need photo 
displays and information boards to 

complement everything. Your ideas and/
or suggestions as to how to move ahead 
would be appreciated. We’re not 
obligated yet, but do hope to get very 
involved if we feel the project is 
worthwhile.  ~ Bob & Sue Jaussaud

Death Valley 49ers
The Death Valley 49ers 70th annual 

Encampment will be held Nov 6 thru 10.
Special attraction this year is Bobby 

Tanner and the Twenty Mule Team.

Museum News
The Mojave River Valley Museum 

will host its annual Mini-BBQ on the last 
Wednesday of September, the 25th, 
kicking off around 5 pm.

BBQ Beef and baked beans are the 
primary fare and will be prepared and 

donated by JoJo and Steve of J&S 
Specialties. Participants, attendees and 
guests are asked for a donation of $5 or 
so, or bring a side dish to share.

Last year we had music by the 
Billhillies with their covered wagon. 
Invite your neighbors and friends and 
relatives to come visit with us. Remember 
to bring a side dish to share or a donation.

During the evening will be a memorial 
tribute to Bob Hillburn and Ivan Summers, 
both life-long members and contributors to 
the success of our museum.

The museum has lots of new items 
inside, and our outdoor relics have 
multiplied since we inherited pieces 
from the Calico Early Man Site. We 
always have old time demonstrations 
and fun activities and a chance to mingle 
with members, new members, friends 
and donors. For further information 
contact the museum volunteers at  
760-256-5452.  ~ C.T. Top



Bob’s August Location: Hole-in-the-
Wall, Mojave National Preserve. Our 
August winners: Bob actually stumped all 
the usual suspects with this hole-in-the-
wall location! 

Hole-in-the-Wall
Actually one of many Holes-in the 

Wall in the Mojave National Preserve  
in the Providence Mountains Recreation 
area. 21 miles by car/dirt road, east from 
Kelso depot and 16 miles from Mitchell 
Caverns,

After being closed for nearly seven 
years due to major infrastructure 
upgrades, Providence Mountains State 
Recreation Area reopened on November 
3, 2017.

Outdoor enthusiasts will once again 
be able to enjoy one of the most iconic 
and time capsule parks in California. 
This unique and remote travel 
destination offers a frontier 
experience of timeless 
landscapes and breathtaking 
views. The park is also home to 
the beautiful Mitchell Caverns, a 
diverse habitat full of limestone 
cave formations and unique 
wildlife - everything from bats to 
tiny pseudoscorpions and more.

Jack and Ida Mitchell ran a 

resort from 1934 through 1954. Activities 
included tours of the Mitchell Caverns.
 n In 1972, the caverns and the reserve 

became part of Providence Mountains 
State Recreation Area.

 n The caverns include two main caves 
named El Pakiva (The Devil’s House) 
and Tecopa (after a Shoshonean 
chieftain).

 n Rimstone dams formed around edges 
of ancient pools of water.

 n Curious formations of helictites are 
seen throughout the caves, which take 
random gravity-defying shapes 
wander in various directions.

 n Spectacular and intricate limestone 
formations found include stalagmites, 
stalactites, helictites, lily pads, 

draperies, curtains and cave coral.

 n The trail to the caverns is only 
accessible to those taking tours.

 n The most popular months to visit are 
October through November and 
February through April.

 n Temperatures inside the caverns vary 
slightly from chamber to chamber but 
generally range in the 60s.

 n The location and the natural state of 
the caverns do not allow for trails to 
be ADA accessible. Also, the cavern 
formations create areas as low as 62 
inches and as narrow as 14 inches. 
For those that cannot make the hike, a 
video tour of the caverns is available 
for visitors to watch at the visitor 
center.

 n If you are planning to enter the 
caverns, please be make sure that 
shoes, clothing or gear have not been 
in contact with the White Nose 
Syndrome (WNS) that affects bats. It 
is important not to bring clothing or 
gear that was previously used in a 
WNS-affected site. WNS is a fungal 
disease killing bats in North America. 
California Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

Bob found this new location, in his 
wanderings, still looking for a cold 
beer but the bartender was too busy 
studying to serve him. Let him know 
where he is so he can set off for the 
next location. ~ Bob P

Help him find out where he is on the 
map so he can put-down and call for Lyft. 
Send your guess for this month’s puzzle 

to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the 
names of winners along with 
his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him 
know what area he is in, such 
as “The southern part of Death 
Valley near the Devil’s Golf 
Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

11 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 280 SepteMbeR 2019

Lost:  
Where  
Am I?

Last month? Hole-in-the-Wall, Mojave National Preserve



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies’ pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List


