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 Eastern Sierra  
  Exploratory or  
 “Leading from   

  Behind”
Leader: Ron Lipari

Photos by Allan Wicker, Vicki 
Hill and Ron Lipari

Another Eastern Sierra Exploratory 
was in the works after meeting with Bob 
and Sue Jaussaud. It was decided to 
begin the trip at the Eastern California 
Museum on 
Tuesday. The 
participants 
included Allan 
Wicker, Dave 
Hess, Vicki 
Hill, Dave 
MacFarland, 
Ellen Miller, 
Mignon 
Slentz, Glenn 
Shaw, Gary 
Zell, Johnny 
Bell, and Bob 
and Sue Jaussaud. I drove with Johnny 
Bell in his 2006 Nissan Pathfinder. 
Leaving Thousand Oaks at a reasonable 
hour we made it to Mojave and stopped 
for gas. After starting the Pathfinder 
warning lights were visible in the dash 
and the vehicle lacked power – not good.  

    After asking the gas station attendant 
directions to a reputable mechanic (I 
know we are in Mojave) we limped into 
the repair shop. The vehicle was placed 
on an OBD reader and it was discovered 
it needed a Cam Shaft sensor (What?). 
The part was $140 and it had to come 
from Bakersfield!! Fortunately, it was 
early in the day and the part was 
ordered. Four hours later the part arrived 
– it was the size of a D battery, made of 
plastic and it was a wonder to me that 
this little part disabled the entire vehicle. 
The mechanic installed it and we were 
back on the road – cost with the part - 
$431.00!! Ouch! 

Meanwhile the group met in 
Independence while I communicated 
with the group that we would not be 
arriving at camp till after 5:00 p.m. The 
resolute DE members under the 
leadership Bob and Sue and Vicki and 

Dave took 
the group to 
Harada’s 
mill and 
then to the 
volcanic 
tablelands 
to see the 
petroglyphs 
and the 
views of the 
Owen’s 
Valley! The 
group then 

headed up to a beautiful camp above 
Bishop on McGee creek. Johnny and I 
joined them just in time for Happy 
Hour!! After a delightful dinner and 
campfire provided by Mignon and a 
peaceful rest next to the bubbling stream 
we awakened to coffee and breakfast. 
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The group then headed out Highway 6 
and then on to Chidalgo Canyon led by 
Bob and Sue with Mignon as tail sweep. 
Chidalgo is a beautiful 
canyon with tall red colored 
rocks and wildflowers – 
accurately identified by Sue 
and Ellen. The group 
continued on through the 
canyon and up to the Lone 
Star Mine. This gold mine 
had a headframe, some out 
buildings, and several kilns 
used to purify the gold, and 
a “cute” 
outhouse. 

Continuing 
up the road Bob 
led us to a 
couple of cabins 
that were very 
interesting. We 
had a long day 
so we headed up 
the road over to 
the back side of 
the Glass 
Mountains to 
Sawmill 
Meadows. This 
area is at altitude 
and was covered with pine trees, 
small streams and aspen trees 
with commanding views of 
Boundary Peak and the Sierra 
Crest. We found several cabins 
and what looked to be parts of an 
old flume from the logging days 
– the lumber was used to build 
Bodie and the railroad serving it. 

After attempting to get to a cabin 
through a grove of beautiful aspens we 
were stopped by a locked gate. We 

backtracked to Black Cow Canyon and 
camped in a grove of trees next to a 
stream. The entire trip was blessed by 

great weather – 
and wonderful 
sunsets!! 

The next day 
Bob and Sue led 
the way down 
from Sawmill 
Meadow to Taylor 
Creek where we 
found another 
great camping site 

next to a 
stream under 
a grove of 
aspen trees. 
We stopped 
for a rest in 
this bucolic 
location and 
enjoyed the 
beautiful 
surroundings 
and the 
wonderful 
morning. 
Then back to 
the vehicles 

to Highway 120 
then off road 
towards Nevada. 
On the way Bob 
spotted an 
antelope directly 
in his path. All of 
us were able to 
enjoy this 
beautiful animal 
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Lone Star Mine

Murrieta sunset

The Sierras
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Nevada cash crop?

Wild mustangs

Campfire at Murrieta

Interesting sky at Cow Camp
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as he was not afraid of us and sauntered 
off slowly as we all were able to get a 
good look at him. 

The harrowing part of the story starts 
now as Bob found a short cut to Bass 
Camp. On this 
shortcut was an 
interesting rocky 
descent that required 
a bit of road building 
and spotting for the 
vehicles. Sue smartly 
got out of her vehicle 
as Bob descended the 
“hill” expertly and 
without car damage. 
The rest of us 
descended while 
being spotted. 
Thanks to Dave 
Hess for his help 
in this and for the 
road building. 
After everyone 
descended safely 
with a few 
damaged mud 
flaps we 
continued on our 
way to Bass 
Camp, finally 
entering Nevada. 
This road was 
really a testimony 
to the driving skills 
of the group and the 
helpfulness of our 
members! This road 
was really in the 
boonies, but the state 
line was demarcated! 

We arrived at the 
Judge’s mine 
(apparently owned 
by a Nevada judge who was interested in 
politics) and wanted to explore it, but it 
appeared as though the mine was being 
worked. We all wondered why the judge 
chose to live so far into the boonies! We 
then wanted to go toward Cow Camp, 
however, the road was closed 
momentarily as the USGS team was 

doing seismic readings! Fortunately, the 
crew was ready to complete the work in 
that section and we were able to move 
forward to our next stop. Cow Camp 
was a small but intact cabin neatly 

appointed inside with stove, small 
fridge, two beds and a desk. It was clean 
neat and livable! The group ate lunch at 
this location – some inside the cabin as it 
was a bit windy. After lunch, that 
included ice cold water melon from 
Vicki and Dave, we headed out to Bass 
Camp. On the way to Bass Camp Bob 

had seen a mining area with cabins and 
mining debris on Google Earth. Mignon 
went up to check it out as we had passed 
the turnoff. She found petroglyphs and 
several cabins – so all of us went back to 

check it out. One of 
the buildings had 
linoleum as wall 
paper on all of the 
walls. The rock 
formations at the Pine 
Crow mine were 
incredible as the 
miners had chiseled 
steps into the rock to 
access the ore.

Unfortunately, 
Gary’s vehicle 
would not start at 
this point – for 
the 2nd time this 
day. After 
removing the gas 
cap - a trick that 
worked the first 
time – was not 
effective, the 
shifter was placed 
in neutral and the 
brake depressed 
and it started! We 
were on our way 
but it was getting 
late in the day. 

Heading up the 4x4 
road with Bob in the 
lead we were 
heading up a steep 
rocky grade. Bob and 
Sue checked it out 
but we determined it 
was too late in the 
day to attempt this 
difficult section, and 

everyone was tired. So we headed back 
down to the ruins of Marietta, Nevada. 
We hastily set up camp for the evening 
as it was getting late! Marietta was a 
boom town in the late 1800’s mining 
Borax. Lots of rock walls and rock 
works, bricks and a graveyard with at 
least one grave dated 1880. After a great 

Biscuits at McGee Creek



meal, which was provided 
by the group we enjoyed 
one of the most spectacular 
sunsets we all had ever seen 
– I know, there are lots of 
them but the location was 
incredible overlooking the 
dry lake the mountain views 
and Boundary peak!!

The next day after failing 
to reach Bass Camp, we 
decided it would have to 
wait until another trip and 
on we went into Fish Lake 
Valley to check out more mines. At Trail 
Canyon we found the most interesting 
mining area. The history of the mining 
area was delineated in one of the cabins. 
Turns out one family had been mining 
mercury there since the 1920s. Lots of 
neat buildings, cars, equipment and 
stuff! Unfortunately, our government 
leveled the mill in 2012 as it was 
decided it was a danger to itself and 
others – a real loss! Bob has written an 
article in this issue that 
outlines this chapter in 
Nevada mining history.

Since we had been 
driving over 200 miles – 
most of which was in 4 
wheel low, we needed to 
get gasoline and stopped 
at Dyer, Nevada to fill up. 
This took quite a while as 
we had 9 vehicles and 
only 2 gas pumps! On the 
entrance door to the store/
restaurant in this quaint 
little Nevada town was the 
sign, “No dumb people allowed!.” Good 
idea to let Johnny go inside and pay for 
the gas.

After gassing up and getting a little 
food we headed up Indian Canyon to 
the Milliti Gold Mine. After climbing 
up a beautiful canyon with a roaring 
stream and beautiful flowers – identified 
by Sue and Ellen (I think they were 
pink roses) – we finally arrived at the 
mine. There was a trailer and Razor 4X 
in the “garage” as well as several old 

buildings in various states of disrepair. 
One of the buildings was secured and 
we could not enter. A sign identified that 
the “gold mine” and 25 acres was For 
Sale! Bob, in his usual manner was 
exploring the area and found the Wash 
Plant by the stream, a home-made water 
heater for a shower (consisting of tank 
with place underneath to light some 
wood – guessing we have no room to 
complain), the mining site with mine 
tailings, several flumes for moving 

water consisting of 
wood, concrete and 
galvanized metal, 
as well as a 
conveyer to move 
dirt! All was very 
interesting! 

We left the mine 
and headed back 
down canyon. The 
views were 
incredible – as 
were all of the 
areas on this trip as 

most were at six to eight thousand feet. 
Mignon took the lead and headed back 
to rendezvous at Dyer again. It was 
decided that we could go visit the 
mining town of Sylvania or go to camp 
early – it was 2:30 – so it was decided 
that we were all tired and in need of 
rest, alcohol and appetizers. We headed 
out to our “go to” camp on lower 
Cottonwood creek. Camping under the 
shade of the cottonwoods next to the 
stream with a cool breeze blowing was 

nothing short of idyllic. We 
enjoyed the afternoon and a 
wonderful dinner of spaghetti, 
rigatoni, 2 salads, cake and 
cookies provided by the group. 
The next morning we all 
headed for home.

I want to thank the folks 
who led portions of the trip 
including Bob and Sue, Vicki 
and Dave and Mignon!

Another great DE adventure 
in the books! ~ Ron 
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Harada’s Mill

Harada’s Mill

Miner’s steps at Pine Crow Mine

Petroglyphs above Bishop
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Great minds at work? Dicey 4X downhill

McGee Creek

Campfire at McGee Creek
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On Ron Lipari’s recent Desert 
Explorer trip we visited the Red Rock 
Mine located in Nevada east of 
Boundary Peak in the White Mountains. 
There were several old buildings still 
standing and one could derive a small 
sense of what it must have been like to 
live there over 80 years ago. It was a 
mill town that provided mercury used in 
World War II. Until just a few years ago 
even the mill was standing intact with 
most of its original equipment, but our 
government, in its infinite wisdom, 
completely demolished the mill to avoid 
the chance that someone might get 
mercury poisoning. How sad. I bet the 
ghosts of the miners who lived there 
turned over in their graves. 

Mercury is the only metal that is 
liquid at room temperature. Although it 

is highly toxic, it was used medicinally 
through much of history. The element 
symbol of mercury is Hg which stands 
for another mercury name, hydragyrum 
which is Greek for “water-silver.” The 
element mercury is named for the 
Roman god Mercury. I played with 
mercury as a kid and that explains a lot 
according to Sue. Mercury was used in 
home light switches until 1984 and in 
medical household thermometers until 
the 1990’s. 

George Dunnigan, “a good man with 
the mules”, had been engaged in hauling 
supplies to Tonopah and Goldfield when 
he was replaced by the railroads. Thus 
began his wandering through the Nevada 
mining camps. He eventually drifted to 
Fish Lake Valley and found work there at 
the Patterson Ranch. On days off he 
continued his roaming in the nearby 
mountains and came upon formations he 
felt might be quicksilver and, according 
to a February 1956 article by Nell 
Marburger in Desert Magazine,staked his 
claim. The book “Quicksilver Deposits in 
Nevada” by Phoenix and Bailey indicates 
the claim was located by George 
Chrysler. In either case, by 1928 
Dunnigan was in possession of the claim. 

The Red Rock Mercury Mine was 
always a small family operation with 
only a few employees. George’s son, 
Walter and his wife Roberta came to 
help with the mine in 1932 and stayed 
until its closing in 1957. Walter built a 
special contraption called “The Jig” to 
help process the ore. Even though 
Roberta lived in a small rock cabin 75 
miles via dirt road from supplies and did 
the housekeeping for Walter and his 
Dad, the prospect of returning to live in 
a city was frightening for her. She made 
pets of all the wild animals, even the 
skunks and, even though meat was 
scarce, they never killed any animal. 
They had electricity and running water, 

but they had to haul in the water on a 
Model A truck and the electricity came 
from their own generator. Roberta grew 
vegetables in a large garden she tended 
after helping out at the mine. 

Now the garden is gone, the mill has 
been bulldozed into dust and the old 
buildings are vacant but the Red Rock 
Mine still came alive for us during our 
visit. ~ Joso

Red Rock Mine
By Bob Jaussaud • Photos by Bob and Sue Jaussaud and Mignon Slentz

Roberta Dunnigan

“The Jig” at Red Rock Mine

Red Rock Mine site today

Red Rock Mine mercury mill

Red Rock Mill inside

Cabin at Red Rock Mine
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REALLY BELATED TRIP REPORT 
(Thanks to the folks at Earthlink.net)

2019 Rondy 
Eldorado Canyon 

& Mine Tour
April 6 • Trip Leader: Bill Neill

On Saturday morning during the 
Rendezvous, our group of 5 vehicles 
headed south of Boulder City about 15 
miles to Eldorado Canyon.  Our sign-up 
sheet listed Bill & Gwenn Neill, Tracy 
Wood, Lindsay & Michelle Wood, B.J. 
& Monica Keeling, Brian & Julie 
Givinan, Ron & Barbara Midlikoski, 
Debbie Miller & Steve Marschke.

Our primary destination was the 
Techatticup Gold Mine, active before 
World War I and described by Mignon 
Slentz’s article in the January DE 
newsletter.  Our tour guide on Saturday 
gave an excellent, detailed account of 
working conditions in the mine, when 
hand tools and dynamite were used to 
bore through hard rock, lighted by dim 
candles, and using flimsy ladders to 
excavate steep vertical stopes.  The mine 
tour is well worth the $15 admission.

Following lunch at the mine on 
shaded picnic tables, our group headed 4 
miles east to the Colorado River at the 
upper end of Lake Mojave, then returned 
via dirt road up Eagle Wash to pavement 
at the small settlement of Nelson, with 
short stops to view hoodoos (erosional 
spires) and cholla. ~ Bill
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On Saturday, June 15, we went with 
Neal & Marian Johns to tour the March 
Airfield Museum, near March Airfield in 
Riverside County. I wanted to go so I 
could get a close-up view of the SR-71, 
also known as the Blackbird. We first 
toured the indoors portion of the 
museum which contained a great display 
on World War I and World War II, 
including uniforms, flight suits and 
airplanes (and, of course, the Blackbird). 
Then we signed up for the tram tour of 
the grounds to get a close-up view of all 
the aircraft on display and there were a 
lot of them! Our tram driver was a very 
knowledgeable former pilot (both 
military and commercial) who really 
knew his aircraft. We all had a very good 
time and would highly recommend 
anyone visit this museum.

   ~Jean & Sunny

Neal and Marian’s New Blackbird?
By Jean and Sunny Hansen



10 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 278 july 2019

Down on the Ol’ Antenna Farm with Bill and Julie
Bill and I helped out with our 

Coconino Amateur Radio Club’s Annual 
Field Day. The event was held June 
22-23, 2019 at the Ft. Tuthill County 
Fairgrounds in Flagstaff, Arizona. This 
is an annual Ham Radio event sponsored 
by the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) with similar clubs and 
individuals participating that weekend 

across the USA. We rehearsed 
emergency communications, transmitted 
across amateur radio bands making 
contacts across the United States and 
other Countries, set up equipment, 
investigated new radio technology, and 
welcomed our visitors (of all ages) to 
learn about Ham Radio. This event was 
also a competition where participants 

from each state accumulated points for 
amateur radio contacts across the 
different ham radio bands during the 
weekend as well as other criteria for 
elements included at each local event. 
Fun and Learning was enjoyed by all !

Bill (KQ1S) & Julie Smith (KI7TNF)
Flagstaff, Arizona
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It’s All About the Trips
From the very beginning, Desert 

Explorers has been all about the trips. 
The great views, lost cabins, beautiful 
hidden creeks and groves, petroglyphs, 
rock formations and especially the bonds 
formed around a campfire over shared 
stories and potluck meals. All these are 
the fruits of our many, many trips 
together over the last thirty-plus years.

We do trips with a bit more altitude in 
the summer to escape the heat. We try to 
catch the wildflower blooms in the early 
spring. We follow decaying trails to long 
forgotten towns and spots most folks 
only see on maps. We get out there.

All of this wonderfulness requires 
some energy and forethought.

An idea for a trip!
A willing leader! Or two! Or three!
Eager participants!
Planning, preparation and packing!
Everybody but the very newest new 

person in our group has experienced the 
anticipation of getting to the trailhead to 
meet the group, wondering what we 
might have forgotten to bring or to do, 
who we will meet and what we will see 
on the trip. 

Like anything else in life, our trips 
rarely go exactly as planned. A trail 
might be washed out, somebody gets a 
flat. We take a break, figure it out, fix the 
problem, adjust our plans and explore 
what is there to be explored. Suprises 
like unexpected critters, hidden springs, 
beautiful canyons and new friendships 
figure in as well. 

If you have experienced any of these 
things with other DEers, you might want 
to consider leading a trip of your own 
with us. Or maybe enroll a more seasoned 
leader and then assist them, plan the trip 
together and rope some other folks into it. 
See how it goes. Good trip? Maybe do 
another one later in the year. Rough trip? 
Maybe take a different tack on planning 
the next one. Everybody in the Desert 
Explorers who has led a trip has had these 
experiences and more. And every one of 

them has had some truly rewarding 
surprises along the way. The single 
hardest part is getting yourself out of the 
house and into the outback. The energy 
spent planning will come back to you in 
new sights, new friends, new knowledge 
and new memories. 

Here are the basics:
Most of our trips have been two or 

three days, sometimes a lot more, 
sometimes only a day. Our trips are 
mostly “G” rated. We don’t run custom 
built rock crawling rigs up cliff faces 
just to see what breaks or who has the 
most testosterone. We run the vehicles 
we drive to get groceries and we expect 
to come back with them in one piece. 
Maybe a little desert pinstriping from the 
bushes facing the trails, but intact.

No bushwhacking. We stay on 
established roads and trails, though they 
may be faint or in need of repair. There 
is history and landscape to protect and 
respect at every turn. We do the research, 
find the trail and leave no trace.

We camp. Usually dry camp, which 
means you bring everything you need, 
food, water, shelter and supplies. Camp 
sites tend to be primitive. Folks 
overnight in tents, campers, in vehicles, 
on cots and on the ground. Depends on 
your comfort level. At our yearly 
Rendezvous, we hold it somewhere that 
folks who no longer camp can bring an 
RV or get a motel room. As the years 
add up, sleeping on the ground is often 
not an option, so we adjust.

We prep our transportation. Four 
wheel drive is often needed. High 
ground clearance keeps the 
undercarriage from being damaged. 
Rugged tires, simple recovery gear like a 
tow strap and a good jack are vital. The 
list goes on. Short version – we don’t 
wander off the pavement fat, dumb and 
happy thinking the world will look out 
for us. We look out for ourselves and 
each other. Even though the running joke 
has always been that “A ten percent loss 

is acceptible,” we have always been able 
to get everyone back to civilization 
without too much drama. Plan 
accordingly.

Hopefully this monologue has served 
to encourage you to plan a trip and/or 
lead a trip. If you plan a trip but are 
trepidatious about leading it, we’ll put 
you together with an experienced leader. 
If you would like to lead and need an 
assistant, we can make that happen too. 
If you need a ride, sing out. We do this 
together and it’s been going on this way 
successfully for a lot of years. 

See you on the trail.  ~Jay

From the Trip Coordinator
Having recently been appointed Trip 

Coordinator I am getting my feet wet 
learning the sacred honor of how to 
coordinate Desert Explorers trips, avoid 
conflicting dates for our trips and plan 
future events. In order to do that our 
trips need to be funneled through the trip 
coordinator (me). Then we can keep 
everyone informed about which trips are 
available and what to expect along the 
way. We can maintain a master calendar 
of when and where future trips will be. 
We are all enthused about interesting 
places to explore, tour and visit. 

In the future please contact me, Jerry 
Dupree at gwdupree@aol.com or 
760-564-3145. I will be happy to talk 
with you by phone or in cyberspace to 
arrange dates and destinations. Please 
prepare a short write up of the trip, 
meeting time and place, route, special 
features, surprises, approximate length 
of the trip, level of difficulty, etc. Please 
note any permits, special equipment or 
fees that may be needed. 

This is a good way to avoid confusing 
the trip coordinator (who can become 
easily confused), and to help members 
schedule more trips with a bit of advance 
planning. 

Thank you everyone. 
 ~ Jerry, Trip Coordinator

mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
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Upcoming 
Trip 

Planning 
Meeting

Everyone please note that the next 
Desert Explorers will be on Saturday, July 
20th at 11:00 a.m. at the Johns’ residence 
in Lytle Creek. In the near future we will 
be emailing the agenda to everyone. After 
we have completed the normal items on 
the agenda, we would like to have a 
special trip planning meeting. The 
purpose of this special meeting will be to 
attempt to put together at least a tentative 
trip schedule for the next twelve months. 
We have not yet achieved our goal of at 
least one trip per month and would like to 
get that accomplished.

If you have any ideas for trips, and 
even more importantly, are interested in 
leading one or more trips, please plan 
on attending this meeting. Hopefully, 
the outcome will be a complete trip 
schedule for the next 12 months. Jerry, 
Jay and I will provide suggestions and 
other information regarding potential 
trips. Please plan to be there if you 
possibly can!

Thanks!  ~Bob Jacoby

East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles
Friday-Sunday October 25-27, 2019
(Rescheduled from May 3-5, due to 

conflict with Route 66 Trip schedule) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, 
October 25th at 11:00 a.m. The Visitor 
Center opens at 10:00 a.m. if you want 
to arrive early and take a tour. 

We will travel through or around the 
edges of the Providence Mountains, 
Piute Mountains, Old Woman 
Mountains, Turtle Mountains, Whipple 
Mountains, Chemuhuevi Mountains, and 
the Sacramento Mountains, with two dry 
camps along the way. We will have 
potluck Happy Hour and dinner both 
nights. This will finish the end of EMHT 
#3, which we did not finish on the last 
trip and EMHT #4. Both books may be 
purchased either from Mojave River 
Valley Museum or Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association 
(Goffs), https://www.mdhca.org/.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan  
to attend, so I know how many vehicles 
to expect.

In the Planning Stages 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the upcoming newsletters 
or call the trip leader if you would like to 
be kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a 
trip, sing out! This is what makes our 
group go! Check the last meeting 
minutes for more trips being planned.
 • Dos Cabezas to Borrego Fall?
 • Death Valley early Spring
 • Butte Valley Area early Spring
 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab
 • Back way to Panamint Valley
 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 

Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley

!!Get in on the planning July 20th!!

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Directions to Neal & Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest into the 

mountains following Lytle Creek Wash. 
You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) and shortly continue 

through a stoplight. 
Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger Station and two stores on 

the right and our two story house is on the left behind a black iron fence 
directly across the street from the white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 feet too far. 
Several friendly dogs will greet you but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers 
July  

Business Meeting
Saturday, July 20th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Marian & Neal Johns’ Home

https://www.mdhca.org/
mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com
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Like everybody else in this club, I 
have a fascination with roads, especially 
back roads. The two roads that I have 
been obsessed with the most recently are 
the Lincoln Highway and Route 66. In 
the last two months I have been able to 
make interesting trips on portions of both 
of these roads. Jay Lawrence and I just 
returned from the annual Lincoln 
Highway convention which was in Rock 
Springs, Wyoming this year. Two weeks 
earlier I was able to attend a two day 
auto tour on Route 66 in New Mexico. 
Both of these events whetted my appetite 
for even more exploring in the future. 

The Route 66 auto tour is an annual 
event organized by Route 66 Association 
of New Mexico. Every year a different 
part of the route in New Mexico is 
followed. The tour provides prearranged 
stops at landmark sites and restaurants. 
In addition, each year some adjacent non 
Route 66 roads are chosen to provide a 
broader tour of the area. This year’s trip 
started in the beautiful town of Las 
Vegas, New Mexico. If you haven’t been 
to this historical town, let me tell you it is 
much more interesting than the more 
well-known Las Vegas, Nevada. The 
town is about one hour from Santa Fe but 
has an equally interesting history. It was 
established in 1835 after a group of 
settlers received a Mexican land grant. 
The town hit the jackpot in 1880 when 
the railroad came to town. Las Vegas is 
perhaps most well-known for its 
architecture including a Harvey House 
which has been restored.

On the first day of the tour we 
followed the original alignment of route 

66 south toward Santa Rosa, New 
Mexico. This route primarily followed 
what is now US-84. This was a 
spectacular trip through the piñon pine 
and juniper of the New Mexico high 
country. A lot of people don’t realize that 
the original 66 routing across New 
Mexico went this way via Santa Fe, 
rather than straight to Albuquerque as 
I-40 does now. The primary reason was 
to avoid the challenge of building an 
east/west roadway over the Sandia Crest.

After seeing some beautiful country 
we arrived in Santa Rosa, New Mexico 
where we stayed the night. Along the 
way, there were several interesting 
historical stops, including an exceptional 
car museum. The next day we mainly 
followed old 66 alignments as we 
worked our way toward Albuquerque. 
This included a trip over the Sandia Crest 
on a beautiful two lane road. It was then 
off to the interesting town of Grants, 
New Mexico where that evening we had 
a group dinner. I found the entire trip to 
be fascinating and educational and I am 
looking forward to returning next year.

The second recent adventure I have 
had involved the Lincoln Highway. Jay 
Lawrence and I had the opportunity to 
attend the annual convention of the 
Lincoln Highway Association in Rock 
Springs, Wyoming. For those of you not 
so familiar with the Lincoln Highway, it 
was one of the first cross country 
roadways. It was initiated as a result of 
the Good Roads Movement in 1913 and 
was around officially to 1926. The road 
went from Times Square in New York to 
San Francisco. This was a total of about 

3,400 miles. The route consisted of a 
piecing together of already existing roads 
and trails. The road originally passed 
through fourteen states including New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, 
Nevada and New York.

At the four day convention two 
weeks ago in Wyoming we learned a lot 
about Wyoming history and particularly 
about the Lincoln Highway in Wyoming. 
We were able to take narrated bus trips 
through a good portion of southern 
Wyoming. A significant portion of this 
travel was on old, original alignments  
of the highway. Among the sites we saw 
were the very historic Fort Bridger, the 
Point of Rocks stage station and a 
fascinating tour of the Evanston Hotel 
which operated during the highway’s 
heyday. Combined with the wide open 
spaces and beauty of Wyoming, this 
made for an outstanding week in the 
wild, Wild West.

Both of these trips were great 
experiences and I intend to do it again 
next year. It should be noted that the 
Lincoln Highway Association has 
organized a trip this September along the 
length of the Lincoln Highway coast to 
coast. It will be a 16 day trip and will 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the military convoy of 1919 which 
included Dwight Eisenhower. The 
convoy traveled from Washington D.C. 
to San Francisco, mainly following the 
Lincoln Highway. I plan to participate in 
this trip and it should be amazing! ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com
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Bob scraped his balloon basket on this 
tower looking for a place to set down. It 
got very warm, very fast and only two 
sharp guessers could tell him where he 
was this month: Leonard Friedman and 
Randy “One-T” Mathews.

Correct Guess: Ivanpah Solar 
Electric Generating System about five 
miles southwest of Primm, Nevada. 

Ivanpah
BrightSource’s solar thermal system is 

operating at the Ivanpah Solar Electric 
Generating System (ISEGS) in 
California’s Mojave Desert. Ivanpah, 
which began commercial operation in 
2013, is delivering power to PG&E and 
Southern California Edison. The project 
is currently the largest solar thermal 
power plant in the world. Ivanpah was 
constructed by Bechtel and is operated 
by NRG Energy, one of the project’s 
equity investors.

A 377 megawatt net solar complex 
using mirrors to focus the power of the 

sun on solar receivers atop power 
towers.

The electricity generated by all three 
plants is enough to serve more than 
140,000 homes in California during the 
peak hours of the day. The complex will 
reduce carbon dioxide (CO2 ) emissions 
by more than 400,000 tons per year.

Located in Ivanpah, approximately 50 
miles northwest of Needles, California 
(about five miles from the California-
Nevada border) on federal land managed 
by the Bureau of Land Management.

The facility is comprised of three 
separate plants built in phases between 
2010 and 2013, and uses BrightSource 
Energy’s LPT solar thermal technology.

In 2012 Ivanpah received a special 
visitor, President Bill Clinton. Shaking 
hands with construction workers and 
admiring their progress on the 
project, Clinton later said at the 
National Clean Energy Summit, 
“Those construction workers 
are the people who are going to 
make the difference in moving 
the clean energy industry 
forward.”

In April, 2013, the Ivanpah 
team commenced “steam 
blows” at Unit 1. During steam 
blows, upwards of thousands of 

heliostats are focused on the solar boiler 
to achieve the desired temperatures, 
pressures and flow rates. The goal of the 
steam blows is to clear out any mill scale 
or debris inside the pipes so it does not 
damage the steam turbine and other 
balance of plant equipment once 
operational. A normal start-up process 
for any conventional power plant, steam 
blows are part of the “load ascension” 
program, which includes focusing an 
increasing number of heliostats onto the 
boiler and methodically raising the 
temperature and pressure of the steam 
produced. ~ Bob P

Stephen Mersman was sharing my 
balloon and spotted this interesting 
formation that can be seen from the 
Interstate. What it looks like is open to 
interpretation, like cloud spotting, Send 
your best guess as to what it appears to 
be (animal, vegetable or mineral) and the 
approximate location and win a nod 
from perpetually Lost Bob.

 Help him find out where he is on the 
map so he can put-down and call for 
Lyft. Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with a his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

Lost: Where Am I?

Last month? Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies’ pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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