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Friday 
Rondy Inbound

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
A warm Thursday evening on the 

Colorado River with a group of friends 
and lots of wine. What could be better? 
Well… how about Nancy’s hors 
d’oeuvres, Ron Lipari’s barbecued 
lemon chicken, Vicki’s baked potatoes 
with toppings, Sue’s salad and Axel’s 
avocado pie. Life was good on the river. 
Then it was off to the 
historic El Garces in 
Needles to hear a talk by 
Ron Ross about his 
Grandmother’s years as a 
teacher at nearby Fort 
Mojave. The talk was 
well attended and Ron 
gave an excellent 
presentation. 

Next morning, after 
Sue’s chili cheese egg 
casserole and Vicki’s 
fresh fruit, we packed up 
and started our inbound 
trip for the Desert 
Explorer Rendezvous in 
Boulder City. Our adventure would take 
us on Old Route 66 over Sitgreaves Pass 
to Kingman, then north on Highway 93 
to Chloride. We planned to cross over 
the Colorado River to Nevada via the 
new Tillman Bridge. 

Our first stop was in Oatman to savor 
the old mining town and pet the burros. 
Oatman began when gold was 
discovered in the 1860’s. The town is 
named for Olive Oatman who was 
kidnapped by Apaches or Yavapais, sold 
to the Mojave Indians and finally 
exchanged for a white horse and other 
goods at Fort Yuma in 1856. When 
Route 66 was built in the 1920’s, 
Oatman was at its peak and used its 
clout to have the new road wind over 
Sitgreaves Pass and through Oatman 
instead of following the easier route 
along the railroad through Yucca. 
Oatman wasn’t bypassed until 1953. 

Beyond Oatman the wildflowers 
became intense. The remains of the 
poppy “super bloom” were accentuated 
with abundant white chicory, lupine and 

phacelia. The Gold Road 
Mine is in full operation 
again at the old townsite 
of Gold Road. The mine 
was discovered in 1900 
when Jose Jerez 
discovered gold while 
looking for his lost burro. 
Sadly, the town was 
razed in 1949 to save on 
taxes even though the 
section of Route 66 
passing through it was 
still the main route west. 

Route 66 over 
Sitgreaves Pass was 
notorious for its 

steepness and switchbacks. Early day 
drivers would sometimes hire someone 
to drive their car over the pass for them. 
Finally cresting the pass, we were 
treated to an expansive view of the 
Sacramento Valley and the Hualapai 
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Mountains beyond. East of the pass we 
took time to stop and see the goldfish in 
Fish Bowl Spring, a historic spot with 
rock steps most likely put in place by the 
W.P.A. We stopped again at Little 
Meadows to take a short 
hike through the 
vegetation and found 
inscriptions made by 
members of Lieutenant 
Beale’s party. The 
inscriptions were left in 
1859 when Beale was 
constructing an all 
weather wagon road to 
California and, 
incidentally, testing the 
use of camels over the 
route. 

Leaving Little 
Meadows, we passed through the 
remains of Ed’s Camp before emerging 
from the canyon at Cool Springs. Cool 
Springs had been a beacon of light on 
Old Route 66 offering cabins, home 
cooked meals, gasoline and fresh water 
to weary travelers. Sadly, it was 
abandoned when Route 66 was bypassed 

and had crumbled into ruins. Ned 
Leuchtner bought the remains in 2001 
and restored the store. Today a 
charismatic character named “Crazy 
Ray” manages Cool Springs and it is 

well worth a stop for a 
cool soda, or maybe a 
piece of jalapeño bacon 
brittle. 

In Kingman we took 
a break at the Visitor 
Center in the historic 
Power House. They 
have a Route 66 
Museum that is a must 
see and a one-of-a-kind 
electric car museum. 
Railroad Park across the 
street from the Power 
House was a shady spot 

for our lunch. Kingman is a really 
pleasant place. 

After lunch, we turned north on 
Highway 93. Just north of Kingman we 
came to the Turquoise Mine Store. The 
mine is located in Mineral Park and not 
open to the public, but the store is a 
unique chance to learn everything you 

ever wanted to know about turquoise. 
The parking lot has flakes of turquoise 
scattered everywhere. Quite a place. 

Chloride was our final destination 
before heading to happy hour. It is 
famous for, among other things, the Roy 
Purcell Murals in the hills just outside 
town. These were painted in 1966 when 
Roy worked as a miner in the nearby 
Cerbat Mountains. The town of Chloride 
is the oldest continuously inhabited 
mining town in Arizona. It started in the 
1840’s when silver was located at “Silver 
Hill.” We saw the Chloride Post Office 
which opened its doors in 1873. They are 
still open. The Butterfield Stage Line 
serviced Chloride from 1868 to 1919 and 
their stage stop is still there. It’s now 
called “Yesterday’s Restaurant.” Our 
final goal in Chloride was to locate the 
Railroad Station which was built by the 
Santa Fe in 1898 and served until 1935. 

After Chloride we headed for  
our destination, Boulder City, for a 
gathering of good friends at the 2019 
Desert Explorer Rendezvous. We had 
had a fun and interesting start to a  
great weekend. ~ Bob

If you are taking Rt. 93 between 
Las Vegas and Kingman, and have 
time to explore a bit, take the four 
mile side trip to Chloride, Arizona. 
Chloride - a silver mining camp -  
is considered the oldest, continuously 
inhabited mining town in Arizona. 
On the way back from Rondy we 
drove up to the town for a look 
around and followed the signs to the 
“Chloride Murals” that were painted 
in the 1960s and there were also 
ancient petroglyphs. 

Main Street is a tidy nod to the 
past with its charming post office  
and older buildings. The store and 
restaurant looked inviting for further 
exploration and a meal. A nice side 
trip to visit a different way of life  
and a peek into history. ~ Julie Smith
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2019 Rondy!
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Thank you to everyone who brought 
food for Friday night’s potluck and 
desserts for Saturday’s catered 

dinner. I still have beans and rice in my 
freezer. There was so much food left 
over!  I greatly appreciated all the help 
folding the tables and chairs up and 
stowing them away. Little did I know  
that a baby shower was scheduled there 
the next day. I especially want to thank 
Sue Jaussaud and Joan McGovern for 
their miraculous clean up skills in the 
kitchen. I got my $50 clean up deposit 
back! ~ Mignon

...and thank you, Mignon, for heading 
up such a terrific Rendezvous! Great 
venue, great speaker, great trips, great 
company! ~ The rest of us!

As an added “bonus round” to the 
Rondy silent auction, we had a fun little 
contest. Emmett Harder had brought his 
collection of keys that he accumulated 
throughout his life, and was donating 
them to Mignon Slentz. If you haven’t 
had the chance to see Mignon’s 
creations, she collects pieces of 
discarded junk and creates beautiful 
mosaic mirrors that cleverly include 
interesting desert junk. Mignon had 
convinced Emmett to gather up his 
collection of old keys for her to use in 
her art (everybody has a similar 
collection of keys – keys that you don’t 
remember what they are for, but are too 
afraid to throw them away!) Emmett 
was handing over his incredible key 
collection to Mignon on Saturday 
morning when a fun activity was 
brainstormed – a 50 / 50 contest to guess 
how many keys Emmett had! So during 
Saturday evening’s festivities, the Rondy 
attendees paid $1.00 per submitted 
guess. The person with the closest guess 
would win 50% of all money collected, 
and the other 50% would be donated to 
Desert Explorers. There was a flurry of 
contestants placing their bets, but in the 
end Nancy McClean guessed correctly; 
Emmett had 145 keys ! Nancy won $13 
and the DE gained a donation of $14 . A 
good time was had by all. ~ Deb
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Nipton and the Walking Box Ranch
                                           Photos by Julie Smith, Mal Roode      & Vicki Hill
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For some it was a chance to return to 
a most favorite canyon. For others it was 
a chance to visit a new and spectacular 
place. Either way, I think all agreed it 
was a day spent in unparalleled beauty. 

Upper Black Canyon is on a stretch 
of the Colorado River that runs through 
one of the most scenic places in the 
world. It is just below 
Hoover Dam and 
bordered by the El 
Dorado Mountains of 
Nevada and the 
Black Mountains of 
Arizona. The best 
way to enjoy the 
canyon is by boat. 
So, on Saturday, 
April 6, a group of 
Desert Explorers 
started into Black 
Canyon from Willow 
Beach (approximate-
ly 10 miles down 
river from the dam) 

in three comfy pontoon 
boats we had rented. The 
weather was perfect and 
the canyon walls were 
covered in wildflowers. We could not 
have timed our trip better. 

In days of old many of us had canoed 
this stretch of river. Now we were in 
pontoon boats, but so glad to be on the 

river again. Just 
upriver from Willow 
Beach, we saw the 
ruins of the gauging 
station. This station 
was completed in 1935 and originally 

included a Gauge Keeper’s residence, 
and two stations connected by a 
cableway. The station provided flow data 
until it was replaced in 1939. 

Our first stop ashore was for a short 
hike into Arizona Hot Springs. This hot 
spring is in a slot canyon and requires a 
climb up a 20 foot metal ladder adjacent 

to a hot water fall. 
Words cannot do this 
spectacular canyon 
justice. At the top of 
the ladder is a world 
class hot pool. 
Without hesitation 
many of us indulged 
ourselves with a 
relaxing soak. Yes, 
we were in hot water 
again, at last. 

Thoroughly 
relaxed, we returned 
to the boats and 
continued up river to 
within sight of the 

new Tillman Bridge, which has 
the widest concrete arch in the 
West. The bridge was 
completed in 2010 and 
bypasses the old route over 
Hoover Dam. Just downriver 

In Hot Water Again
By Bob Jaussaud • Photos by Allan Wicker, Vicki Hill and Jay Lawrence



from the bridge, we tried 
to find a spot to beach the 
boats for a visit to the 
Sauna Cave and 
Goldstrike Canyon, but 
the current was too strong 
and the rocks were too 
shallow. The Sauna Cave 
was drilled by miners 
working on Hoover Dam. 
At the end of the cave the 
miners broke into a hot 
spring which 
caused the 
cave 
temperature 
to reach up to 
120 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

I feel we 
were lucky 
we bypassed 
Goldstrike 
and the 
Sauna Cave. 
We went to 
Boy Scout 
Canyon 
instead and it 
was well 
worth the 
extra time 
available to 
hike into it. 
At one point 
we had to 
rope our way up 
through the hot 
water stream, but 
further on we 
finally came to a 
beautiful green 
moss covered 
wall where the 
hot water 
originated. 
Across from Boy 
Scout Canyon 
we had our first 
bighorn sheep sighting. Vicki got a 
spectacular photo of a lamb nursing. 

Back in the boats, we agreed that we 

wanted to spend our remaining time 
floating down river and absorbing the 
canyon ambiance. We had a second 
bighorn sighting when we saw four on 

the ridge line above Emerald Cave. 
Then, floating through what once was 
Ringbolt Rapid, we spotted the ringbolt 
embedded in the rock by the water. The 
ringbolt was pounded into the canyon 
wall in 1866 so the steamboat Esmeralda 
could use a line to pull herself through 
the rapids. 

Running out of time, we regretfully 
had to use the motors for the last stretch 
back to Willow Beach. Our last slow 
down was when Nancy spotted at least 
eight Big Horn sheep low on the canyon 
wall near us. It was a perfect ending to a 
perfect day. 

Many thanks to our Boat Captains - 
Jay Lawrence, Axel Heller and Mike 
Vollmert. Thanks to Bill Smith for 
collecting the monies to pay for the 
boats and keeping us solvent. And 
thanks to all who went with us. 

As always, the group makes the  
trip special.   ~Bob
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“Bathing Beauties” - Photo by Vicki Hill
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We had a terrific trip attended by 
leaders Jerry and Dolly Dupree, Bill 

and Julie Smith, Joan Berger, Michael 
and Katie Berger Leonard, Rebecca, 
and Hannah Friedman, Chris Parker, 
and Bob Jacoby 

The trip was part of the annual 
Desert Explorers 
Rondy and we 
departed from 
Boulder City at 
9:00 a.m. All 
went smoothly 
except my new 
Cobra CB radio 
was giving us 
problems. The 
route was 
planned and 
described by 
Mignon Slentz 
and was easy to 
follow. The last 
time Dolly and 
I visited and 
took this tour 
was 2012 there 
was a lot less 
water in the 
lake. It was encouraging to see so much 
water. The marinas were active and 
there were plenty of boats on the lake. 

We drove along Lakeshore Blvd. 
paralleling the lake. We had perfect 
weather and clear skies and with very 
little traffic. There were several places 

to stop with shaded picnic areas and 
restroom facilities. We stopped at a 
marina that had a gas station and a very 
nice shaded picnic area. It’s fun to see 
what kinds of things people bring to 
picnics. Dolly and I had military MREs. 
She had chicken with rice and I had 

spaghetti and meatballs. Just think of 
those lucky soldiers who get to eat 
these every day. Yum. 

We pulled over to see the views of 
the mountains and the lake and enjoy a 
very light breeze. We turned to the road 
leading to the Valley of Fire, so named 

because of the colors of the mountains. 
It was a vivid red/orange sandstone 
from sand dunes which is the same 
reason Mars is called “The Red Planet.” 
There are different types and shapes of 
the formations because of the effects of 
erosion, but a uniform coloration. There 

is a scarcity of 
plant life due to 
the low annual 
rainfall of less 
than four inches. 

We stopped 
at the visitors 
center to look at 
exhibits of what 
types of animals 
live in the 
valley and its 
history. It’s a 
very interesting 
place and we 
feel privileged 
to enjoy it. 
There are many 
hiking trails and 
interesting side 
trips. There 
were a lot of 

visitors to the valley that and parking 
lots were bustling. 

At the end of the valley we headed 
toward I-15 and Las Vegas, then back 
to Boulder City for our rendezvous and 
guest speaker. ~ Jerry

Lake Mead and the Valley of Fire • Jerry Dupree
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Southwest Nevada with Glenn Shaw
Spring Mountain Ranch • Potosi Mine • Indian Sites • Goodsprings

On Sunday morning six vehicles 
lined up to go explore the south end of 
the Spring Mountains. The first 
challenge was to move the group from 
Boulder City on the extreme east end of 
Las Vegas Valley to the Spring 
Mountains on the far west end of the 
valley over a network of freeways and 
highways. With Nelson Miller’s help as 
“tail” we were able to herd the group 
without incident to our first stop at 
Spring Mountain Ranch. 

On arrival at the ranch we found the 
ranch house closed and no one around 
– this was not supposed to happen! 
Having worked at the ranch a short time I 
was able to take the group on a walking 
tour of the historic area that contains 
some of the oldest buildings in Southern 
Nevada, by Lake Harriet and the old 
cemetery. Meanwhile back at the ranch 
house the park interpretive ranger was 
there and gave us an excellent talk on the 
ranch history. The ranch has had a 
very diverse and interesting slate of 
owners. It was originally called the 
Old Bill Williams Ranch after the 
famous mountain man, the ranch 
later passed on to two half-Paiute 
Indian brothers who ran into financial 
difficulties. They sold the ranch to 
Willard George who was known as 
“furrier to the stars”, he created furs 
for stars such as Ginger Rodgers and 
Joan Crawford. Willard sold the 
ranch to the radio comedy stars of 
Lum & Abner and the ranch became 
a popular Hollywood hangout. Vera 
Krupp wife of convicted war criminal 
Alfred Krupp of the German munitions 
factories bought the ranch. Vera was in 
the news when she was accosted at 
gunpoint, rolled up in a carpet and the 
famous 33.6 carat diamond ring was 
ripped off her finger. The criminals were 
caught and Vera got her ring back. She 

then sold the ring to Richard Burton for 
Elizabeth Taylor. Vera later sold the ranch 
to Howard Hughes who never set foot on 
the ranch. The State of Nevada eventually 
acquired the ranch for a state park. 

Leaving the ranch we were able to 
navigate our way through the road 
construction on highway 160 at Mountain 
Springs to see a great rock art site which 
required a bit of a hike down through a 
wash to some large boulders. After 
leaving the rock art site we passed by the 
Old Spanish Trail / Mormon Road trace 

and turned onto the dirt road going into 
the Mt Potosi area. Here we visited an 
agave roasting pit. The Indians created 
these roasting pits by collecting limestone 
rocks that were placed above the food and 
when heated by fire, they retain this heat 
for cooking. When cooled the rocks 
fracture and are unusable. They are then 
cast aside and replaced by new rocks. 

Over a long period of time this 
repeated process creates a volcano like 
ground feature. The Paleo-Indian 
occupation of the Spring Mountain 
range dates to about 12,000 years ago 
followed by the Piaute Indian 
occupation at about 5,000 years ago. 
The rock art and roasting pits probably 
date to this latter period.

Our next stop was on the west side 
of Mt Potosi where the Mormon 

Missionaries from the old Mormon Fort 
in Las Vegas discovered lead deposits.  
A small townsite was settled at Potosi 
Spring with about 100 miners. This was 
one of the earliest mining operations in 
Southern Nevada. The Mormons initially 
tried to cast bullets from the ore but were 
unsuccessful because the ore was too soft.
They found the reason was the high silver 
content. In other words they were trying 
to shoot silver bullets. The mine was 
located high on the mountain side and 

had a small gauge railroad track and 
tramway to transport the ore to the 
mill site. It only took Steve Marschke 
about five minutes to figure out how 
this whole system operated.

Continuing on through the maze 
of old mining roads I’m happy to say 
that I managed to make only one 
wrong turn. The problem with this 
was turning the caravan around on a 
narrow rocky road. It takes numerous 
back and forth maneuvers to get 
headed in the right direction again. 
Our next and final destination was at 

the historic mining town of Goodsprings 
where one of the oldest continuously 
operated saloons in Nevada called the 
Pioneer Saloon is still open for business. 
It opened in 1913 and has never closed 
and still looks the same inside as it did in 
1913. 

The bartender said people come in  
and want to see the burn marks on the bar 

Blacksmith shop at Spring Mountain Ranch
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from Clark Gable’s cigarette. Clark Gable 
spent time in the bar waiting for news of 
his wife actress Carole Lombard’s plane 
that crashed into the mountain above the 
town on her return from a war bond 
selling drive in 1943.

Everyone said they had a good time 
and will have something to talk about at 
the next “happy hour.”  I was especially 
happy that in spite of the long day and the 
many miles of dirt roads, we did not 
experience a single breakdown or flat tire. 
Following is a list of brave souls who 

chose to follow me:
Steve and Debbie Marschke, Nelson 

Miller, Ellen Miller, Leonard Friedman, 
Fredric Raab, Barb and Ron Midlikoski, 
Jay Lawrence, and Bill and Barb Gossett 
who had to bail after the first stop.  
           ~ Glenn Shaw
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Tour of Boulder City
Participants were Ruth and Emmett 

Harder, Kate Fosselman and Steve 
Jarvis, Mal Roode and myself. First stop 
was the federal inspection station on the 
way to the Bridge Walk. Since Emmett’s 
truck bed had a cover, he was waved 
over to a special inspection site. 
Watching in our rear view mirrors we 
hoped he wasn’t telling the agents a 
story about his using dynamite in the 
mining industry. On to the O’Callaghan-
Tillman Bridge.

It can be very windy on the bridge, 
evidenced by a plethora of hats scattered 
all over the nearby cliff. 

Holding on to his Stetson, and 
looking towards Hoover Dam, Emmett 
wanted to see the bridge and asked 
where it was. “You’re standing on it” 
was the reply. 

Next stop was a scenic lookout of 
Lake Mead. We also visited The Hoover 
Dam Lodge and watched a short 
informative video of how the Dam was 

built. We stopped at the museum in the 
historic Boulder Dam Hotel and then 
drove to The Heritage Museum in 
Henderson to tour a group of furnished 
historic homes on a tree-lined street. 
Boulder City’s original train depot is 
housed there also. After touring the 
visitors Center and several of the houses, 
everyone was getting tired so we 
detoured to my home for lunch.

      ~ Mignon Slentz
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

It’s Springtime in the Mojave and that means it’s 
BBQ time at the Mojave River Valley Museum.

This year we will gather on May 4 for our 53rd Annual BBQ, and as usual 
we will have barbecued beef, beans, and potato salad, followed by dessert of 
home-made peach cobbler and ice cream, all catered by our good friends and 
those fantastic cooks JoJo and Steve of J&S Specialties.

Our doors will open by 9 am and the coffee pot will be on. Dinner will be 
served from Noon to about 4 p.m. and the price this year is $9.00, with all 
proceeds going to our New Building Fund.

We will have special sales for books and memberships, there will be 
speakers, an Opportunity Drawing, local vendors in the yard, etc.

There is much more but those are all the plans that have been finalized. 
The May issue of the MRVM Desert Tailings newsletter will fill in the blanks 
and list the full program.

We hope to see all of you there!

We have some new faces 
in our tribe! Hope to see you 

out in the desert with us 
soon. Welcome!

Walter & Margaret Feller
Hesperia, CA

Directions to Ding & Allan’s Home
In Claremont from the I-10 go 

north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past 
Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the 
median (counting from Foothill) turn 
left into the entrance to Griswold’s 
townhomes. You will see a set of three 
gates connected to an ivy-covered wall 
and tile-roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the 
closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 

Foothill to Indian Hill.
From the I-210 westbound get off 

at Baseline and go west on Baseline to 
Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). 
Approach the northern-most gate at the 
entrance. Stop there, and at the 
keyboard punch 037. (There is a 
directory.) That will ring Allan’s phone, 
and he will answer and open the gate 
from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it 
turning right immediately. Then follow 

the street until the first left opportunity. 
Turn left and again left at the next 
opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. 
Park in any available parking area-not 
along the curb. The 1430 on the side of 
the house should be visible from the 
street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow 
the sidewalk to the house entrance. 

Desperation calls for assistance  
(909) 445-0082.

Desert Explorers May Meeting
Saturday, May 11th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com


14 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 276 May 2019

Arizona Route 66
Saturday-Tuesday, May 4-7 

Leaders: Axel Heller & Bob Jacoby
Preliminary information: Travel 

across Arizona on alignments of Route 
66 to New Mexico border. Motel accom-
modations or RV campsite for evenings 
(RV can take 6 people per site/tent). 
Optional segment will continue into New 
Mexico if interested. Please let Axel 
know if you are interested in motel 
accommodations:

Axel Heller 
PO Box 1989 PMB 405
Big Bear Lake Ca 92315-1989
626-487-5741
axel43@earthlink.net

Eastern Sierra 
Exploratory - Mines, 

Mills and a Monastery
Tuesday-Saturday June 25-29, 2019 

Leader: Ron Lipari
Meet in Independence at the Eastern 

CA museum at 10 a.m. Tuesday, June 
25. Still planning the itinerary but will 
include a loop up the eastern Sierra and 
into Nevada. High clearance 4x4 only. 
Some moderate hiking. More details will 
follow in upcoming newsletters. Contact 
Ron at ronaldlipari@gmail.com if you 
are interested in going on the trip.

The Applegate Trail
Thursday-Saturday, July 4-6 

Leaders: Bill Powell & Bob Jacoby
We will explore the Applegate Trail 

from where it broke off from the 
California Trail near Imlay, NV to Goose 
Lake, CA. The Applegate Trail was 
pioneered by a small group of 
Oregonians in 1846 who wanted a route 
to Oregon that bypassed the need to raft 
down the treacherous Columbia Gorge. 
Later, two cutoffs from this route 
provided access to Northern California 
during the Gold Rush. The route will 
take us through Black Rock Desert and 

High Rock Canyon. This trip involves 
camping out for two nights. Although 
much of the route will be on graded or 
paved roads, high-clearance 4WD 
vehicles are mandatory as there are some 
rough stretches. Please contact Bill 
Powell by email at 1221102@gmail.com 
if you wish to join us. The number of 
participants will be limited. 

East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles
Friday-Sunday October 25-27, 2019
(Rescheduled from May 3-5, due to 

conflict with Route 66 Trip schedule) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, May 
3 at 11:00 a.m. The Visitor Center opens 
at 10:00 a.m. if you want to arrive early 
and take a tour. 

We will travel through or around the 
edges of the Providence Mountains, 
Piute Mountains, Old Woman 
Mountains, Turtle Mountains, Whipple 
Mountains, Chemuhuevi Mountains, and 
the Sacramento Mountains, with two dry 
camps along the way. We will have 
potluck Happy Hour and dinner both 
nights. This will finish the end of EMHT 
#3, which we did not finish on the last 
trip and EMHT #4. Both books may be 
purchased either from Mojave River 
Valley Museum or Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association 
(Goffs), https://www.mdhca.org/.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan to 
attend, so I know how many vehicles to 
expect.

In the Planning Stages 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the next newsletter or 
call the trip leader if you would like to be 
kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a 
trip, sing out! This is what makes our 

group go! Check the meeting minutes 
for more trips being planned.
 • Tour of Death Valley 
 • Butte Valley Area Death Valley
 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab
 • Back way to Panamint Valley on 

east side of Red Mountain (maybe)
 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 

Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley
Leader contact information can be 

found on the Trip Leader List on the last 
page of this newsletter.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

mailto:axel43@earthlink.net
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mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com


I think a case can be made that the 
recent Desert Explorers Rendezvous in 
Boulder City is one of the best rondys we 
have ever had. I base this statement not 
only on the interesting and great time I 
had, but also on the comments that other 
club members have made regarding this 
excellent weekend.

I am only one person, and 
unfortunately I was unable to go on any 
of the Sunday trips. Nevertheless, here 
are some of the high points from my 
experience at the Rondy:
 • Superb Planning Effort  Most of the 

credit for organizing the Rondy goes 
to Mignon Slentz. Very early in the 
process she volunteered to take over 
the planning. The result of that 
planning process was the tremendous 
event that took place. The facilities 
were very good, if not perfect, and 
everything else came together very 
successfully. Also, it is important to 
mention the work of our Treasurer, 
Mr. Bill Smith. It actually is a 
significant time commitment the 
Treasurer must take on during the 
three or four months of Rondy 
registration. Bill simply did an 
incredible job!

 • Excellent Inbound Trips. I went on 
the Friday inbound trip led by Nelson 
Miller to the Walking Box Ranch. 

This trip was well attended and 
rightfully so. This ranch which is now 
a state park is between Nipton and 
Searchlight. It has a very interesting 
history which includes it being a 
haven for movie stars and celebrities 
many years ago. I found the place so 
interesting that I plan to go back there 
on my own. For anyone who missed 
this inbound trip, I highly recommend 
you also visit this very interesting 
place. I also want to mention Bob and 
Sue Jaussaud’s inbound Friday trip 
from Needles. This was a real 
interesting trip going to Kingman and 
Chloride, among other places. 

 • Happy Hour Was Very Happy. One 
of my favorite parts of every Rondy 
is the Friday night Happy Hour and 
potluck dinner. This is always an 
opportunity for everybody to visit and 
get acquainted with each other. That 
was certainly the case in Boulder 
City. We ended up with a turnout of 
around 70 people which amounts to 
about 70% of our membership. I had 
a great time seeing everyone.

 • Trips Were Special. Our trips on 
Saturday and Sunday really went 
well. I had the opportunity to go on 
Jerry Dupree’s trip to the Valley of 
Fire. I had never been in that area 
before and I was very impressed with 

the amazing landscape. We also were 
able to view a herd of big horn sheep 
heading up themountain next to us. 
This was one of the most impressive 
sights I have seen on any trip! Kudos 
should also go to Bill Neill and Glenn 
Shaw who also led interesting trips. 
Bill, in fact led geology oriented trips 
on both Saturday and Sunday. Let’s 
don’t forget that 24 DEers had the 
chance to go on the Black Canyon 
Boat Trip on the Colorado River.  
This great and unique adventure  
was very special.

 • Saturday Night Dinner and Guest 
Speaker. Our dinner on Saturday 
night was catered by the Southwest 
Diner in Boulder City. This proved to 
be an excellent choice by Mignon as 
we feasted on Pot Roast and Chile 
Relleno Casserole. That was an 
outrageously good dinner catered by 
a very interesting restaurant. This 
really helped illustrate what a unique 
place Boulder City is. It really was 
created to house the construction 
workers on the dam.

I have just outlined a few of the high 
points of this great weekend. What made 
the weekend really special was the 
attendance of our members. That made it 
a great weekend and a very special event.

 ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby
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Neal and Marian We missed you at the Rondy!
For the first time since day one, legendary Desert Explorers 

Neal and Marian Johns were unable to join us for our annual group 
revel in the desert. Please know that you were in our hearts and 
thoughts. Your support, dedication and friendship have been keys 
to making this great organization what it is today. Neal’s practical 
jokes, wives-in-waiting list, misguided mapreading, Mountain 
Dew and wild stories have played their part as well... Just sayin’.



Bob was found last month at Zzyzx. 
Correct guessers Correct guessers: 
Nelson Miller, Malcolm Roode, Randy 
“One-T” Mathews, Vicki Hill, 
Leonard Friedman, Stephen 
Mersman. 

Zzyzx
Zzyzx, formerly Soda Springs, is 

an unincorporated community in San 
Bernardino County, California, United 
States, within the boundaries of the 
Mojave National Preserve. It is the 
former site of the Zzyzx Mineral Springs 
and Health Spa and now the site of 
the Desert Studies Center. The site is also 
the location of Lake Tuendae, originally 
part of the spa, and now a refuge habitat 
of the endangered Mohave tui chub.

Zzyzx Road is a 4.5 mile long (7.2 
km), part paved and part dirt, rural 
collector road in the Mojave Desert. It 
runs from Interstate 15 generally south 
to the Zzyzx settlement.

The nearest populated area is the 
small town of Baker, California, 7 miles 
(11 km) north on I-15. Las Vegas, 
Nevada, is the nearest major city, about 
100 miles (160 km) northeast.

Soda Springs, a natural spring, has 
long seen human activity. The area was 
a prehistoric quarry site, and projectile 
points and rock art can be found in the 

area. The Mojave Road ran past the 
spring which was guarded by the 
Hancock Redoubt in 1860, during the 
Bitter Spring Expedition and by Camp 
Soda Springs, garrisoned by the U. S. 
Army from 1867 to 1870. Later Soda 
Springs was the name of the station of 
the Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad that 
passed there. Remnants of a wagon road 
stop and railroad artifacts are readily 
seen. Evaporative salt mining and mill 
sites can be found here as well.

Curtis Howe Springer made up the 
name Zzyzx and gave it to the area in 
1944, claiming it to be the last word in 
the English language. He established the 
Zzyzx Mineral Springs and Health Spa in 
1944 at the spot, which was federal land, 
after filing 
mining 
claims for 
12,000 acres 
(49 km2) 
surrounding 
the springs. 
He used the 
springs to 
bottle his 
water and 
provide 
drinks for 
travelers 

through the hot desert. Springer also 
imported animals from around the 
country to attract more families to visit 
his ranch. He used Zzyzx until 1974 when 
the land was reclaimed by the 
government.

Since 1976, the Bureau of Land 
Management has allowed California 
State University to manage the land in 
and around Zzyzx. A consortium of CSU 
campuses uses it as their Desert Studies 
Center. ~ Bob P

Stephen Mersman was sharing my 
balloon and spotted this interesting 
formation that can be seen from the 
Interstate. What it looks like is open to 
interpretation, like cloud spotting, Send 
your best guess as to what it appears to 
be (animal, vegetable or mineral) and the 
approximate location and win a nod 
from perpetually, Lost Bob.

 Help him find out where he is on the 
map so he can put-down and call for 
Lyft. Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with a his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

Lost: Where Am I?
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? Zzyzx, California



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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