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Museum Work 
Party Thanks!
Thank you all for all the work that 

was done for the Museum Saturday! It is 
very much appreciated.

The electrical work and installation 
of the lighting fixtures by Bob, Ron and 
Axel was especially helpful.

Bringing over the display cases from 
storage, cleaning and setting them up 
and redoing some of the displays by 
Mignon and Glenn will improve visitor 
experiences.

Sue did a terrific job in cleaning and 
preparing the front office area for the 
shift of the credenza and then putting it 
all back together again. 

Also thanks to Sue, Ken, Steve, 
David, and Board Member Phil Hara for 
all the work on the topo maps, 
inventorying and 
cataloging the maps.

Thanks to Ken, 
Glenn, and their helpers 
in moving the credenza 
and setting up the new 
desk area.

Thanks to Ron for 
putting up the Dumont 
sign.

Thanks to all the 
guys, including 
Museum President  

     Brent Gaddis, in relocating the  
 farm equipment.

Thanks to Steve for trimming the 
tree/bush so the Strap Iron Jail is much 
more visible from the street.

Thanks to Brent and Jessica for 
working on cleaning up in the back 
storage room.

Thanks to Jesus (our 14-year old 
volunteer) for working so hard in the 
yard and working on setting up the 
donated computers.

Thanks to Museum Secretary 
Christine Toppenberg for providing 
support.

Thanks to Pat Schoffstall, Katie 
Boyd, Sue, and Mignon for donuts and 
food.

Thanks to Glenn and Ron for donated 
office chairs and Glenn for a hand truck.

Thanks for all the miscellaneous tasks 
that got done by everyone just pitching 
in and getting it done!

Not to be forgotten, thanks to Scott 
Walker and the Walker family for 
allowing us to relax Saturday evening 
and spend the night at Paradise Springs. 
It was a great finish to a good day’s 
work!

Thank you all! ~Nelson Miller
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The one-l Alan,  
He ain’t shavin’  

The two-l Allan’s  
Long hair’s a-wavin’  

And I will bet  
A gold medallion  

There ain’t no Three-l Alllan.* 

*The author’s attention has been 
called to Woody -the real Alllen. Pooh. 
(With apologies to Ogden Nash) 

T     
his trip was advertised as 
featuring two Allans, scenic 

campsites, a historic mine, a railroad 
with a picturesque wooden trestle, as 
well as rare plants and animals. The 
meeting place was listed as 2.3 miles 
west of the Hayfield Road exit off I-10. 
In reality, the trip sometimes delivered 
more, and less, than advertised. To 
illustrate, there were three, not two, 
Allans on the trip but the trestle was 
iron, not wooden. 

And as the Rudyard Kipling poem 
goes, “east is west and west is east; the 
twain are one in the same” -or did I get 
his refrain mixed up? Besides, what is a 
4.6 mile discrepancy among friends, 
especially when drivers don’t notice 
signs put up for their benefit? 

After leaving the freeway at Hayfield 
Road, Ding and I took an unplanned 
westerly loop drive at eventide. Back at 
the Hayfield exit a second time, we 
followed the DE signs east to the 
meeting place. We arrived after dark to 
find Desert Explorers sitting in the usual 
campfire circle, their shadows dancing 
on surrounding huge boulders. The two 
advertised Al(l)ans were there: 
Schoenherr (which, incidentally, roughly 
means “handsome fellow”) and 

Romspert (which means “computer 
memory specialist”). Remarkably, John 
Page was there, seemingly recovered 
from his recent surgery. Nan Savage 
came in her can-do Subaru. Bill Ott, 
Lorene Crawford, and George Gilster 
also greeted us. 

Saturday morning, new Desert 
Explorer member Kathy Taylor joined 
the group, as did a caravan of Betty and 
Bob Oliver, Myrtie and Don Putnam, 
and Willie Walker. The latter group had 
just driven through Joshua Tree National 
Park, where a ranger in an approaching 
car judged that one of their vehicles had 
strayed to the left of the centerline. In 
her haste to accost the transgressor, the 
ranger allegedly made a sudden U-turn 
on a blind curve, and nearly took out one 
of the West’s most venerated relics: Don 
Putnam. After examining the group’s 
documents, the ranger passed a paper to 
one driver, setting the stage for further 
discussions at another venue. 

Before we started out, Allan 
distributed a handout describing the 
history of the Bradshaw trail, mines in 
the areas we would visit, and a unique 
railroad that would parallel part of our 
route. The weather was perfect and the 
group congenial. A side wind even kept 
us from eating dust for much of the trip. 

On the way to the Red Cloud Mine 
site, Allan pointed out the remains of a 
smelter that the mine’s promoters had 
built to help sell their stock. The smelter 
was never fired up. At the mine, we 
explored by foot several roads 
connecting different mine shafts, then 
headed back east to connect with the 
Bradshaw Trail. 

Alongside part of the Bradshaw Trail 
lies a railroad that was completed in 

1948 to carry iron ore from the Eagle 
Mountain Mine to the Kaiser Steel plant 
in Fontana. More recently it has been 
used in several movies. Allan told of 
once being on the road and coming upon 
a bunch of abandoned police cars near 
the rail line. They baffled him until he 
realized they were being used for filming 
a movie. Depending on the outcome of 
pending litigation, Kaiser’s rail line may 
carry several trains a day, hauling Los 
Angeles’ trash to be deposited in the 
belly of the earth at the Eagle Mountain 
mine. Recent flooding has eroded the 
dirt under both rails on some sections of 
the line, however, so a major 
reconstruction will have to be done first. 

On our way to see the train trestle, we 

encountered a sizable group of shooters 
scattered along one side of the road. 
They seemed an unruly group. Well 
-fortified with ammunition, they were 
shooting at propane tanks they had 
scattered on the other side of the road. 
Some of our group observed a Big 
Daddy in charge of the group. I didn’t 
see him. I kept my head down and my 
eyes straight ahead as we showered the 
group with our dust. 

• • • From the Desert Explorer Archives • • •
Orocopia Mountains Trip • March 2004

The Professors - the three Alllans 
Digital Photo from Allan Schoenherr
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When we had stopped to 
view the train trestle 
crossing Salt Creek Wash, 
three military trucks with 
guns mounted on the back 
approached in a cloud of 
dust. Before reaching us, 
they turned into the 
Chocolate Mountain 
Gunnery Range that borders 
the road we had been 
following. 

Our next stop was the 
wash below Canyon Spring. 
On the walk to the spring 
Allan and Alan shared their 
knowledge of the geology 
and biology of the area. The 
sediments in this area are of 
considerable scientific 
interest, evidenced by holes 
where core samples had 
been taken. The spring is a 
watering hole for Desert 
Bighorn Sheep; we saw their 
tracks. 

After a brief discussion of 
whether to camp in the 
Canyon Spring wash, we 
moved on to Red Canyon 
wash, which was a more 
comfortable distance from 
the shooters. 

Red Canyon provided the 
tranquility we sought, and 
Firemeister Ott’s campfire 
gave welcome warmth 
during happy hour and 
dinner in the evening. 
Conversation topics included 
the morning’s encounter 
with the NPS ranger, travel 
by sojourner Lorene 
Crawford to China (just 
back) and Antarctica (about 
to go), frequent flier miles, 
and many other topics. Most 
of us turned in before 9:00; Alan held 
out until 10:00. 

On Sunday morning, the Olivers and 
Willie Walker headed home after 
breakfast. The rest of us assembled at 10 

to explore Red Canyon and an offshoot, 
Pinnacle Canyon, in our vehicles. Allan 
described the processes that had created 
various geologic formations and 

sedimentary layers that we 
saw. Both Allan and Alan 
pointed out various plant 
species. Several times we 
enjoyed the verbal sparring 
between the two of them 
about the name and 
characteristics of one or 
another plant. 

Having viewed the wash, 
we headed up a road that 
took us along the ridges 
above. This was a stimulating 
drive, with several drop-offs 
where some drivers, 

including me, chose to stop 
and get out to check the 
direction of the road ahead, 
and to gain reassurance that 
there was, indeed, a road 
ahead. This road narrowed 
into an ATV track. Allan, in 
the lead, suggested that we 
not follow him but take a 
side road back down to the 
wash. We understand that 
turning around on the ATV 
track atop a ridge was a 
challenge, even for Allan’s 
keen sense of location. 

After lunch in the wash, 
we drove north on the 
beautiful and occasionally 
challenging ridge road that 
bisects the Orocopia 
Mountains Wilderness. At 
one stop we learned why 
some rocks are red on one 
side, black on the other and 
white in the middle: actions 
of different bacteria, some 
that do and some that don’t 
require oxygen. After a 
couple of hours we were 
back to the frontage road 
with I-10. 

This was a stimulating, 
informative trip -better than advertised. 
Watch for future trips by this pair -they 
are an awesome combination. Thanks, 
guys, however you spell your names. 

Botany lesson in Pinnacle Canyon 
Digital Photo from Allan Wicker

Humvee Trestle - Salt Creek 
Digital Photo by Allan Schoenherr

The pause that refreshes! 
Digital Photo from Allan Schoenherr
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Inbound Walking Box 
Ranch Tour

DE Rendezvous The deadline to sign 
up for this free tour is March 16. After 
that, the remaining spaces will then be 
given to a public waiting list.

History 
When silent film actors Clara Bow 

(aka “The It Girl”) and Rex Bell got 
married in 1931, they desperately 
needed an escape from the hustle and 
bustle of Hollywood. Searchlight, 
Nevada yielded the perfect landscape,  
an uninhabited desert far away from the 
glitz and glamour, where the couple 
could, at long last, live in complete 
solitude.

Rex and Clara’s escape was a Spanish 
Colonial style ranch complete with a 
swimming pool, tennis courts, and a 
cactus garden on a 400,000 acre plot of 
arid land, located just a short ride away 
from the Nipton stop of the Los Angeles 
and Salt Lake Railroad. The ranch was 
named the “Walking Box Ranch” in 
reference to the Hollywood box cameras 
– nicknamed “walking box cameras” –  
that followed the Bells throughout their 

star-studded acting careers. In fact, the 
image of a box camera mounted on  
a tripod remains the ranch’s logo to  
this day.

Over the years, the Walking Box 
Ranch grew to be one of the most 
well-known celebrity homes in all of 
Nevada. During the 1930s and 40s, Rex 
and Clara regularly invited many of their 
Hollywood friends for a relaxing get-
together at the ranch, including Clark 
Gable, Carole Lombard, and Errol 
Flynn. Not only was the ranch a movie 
star getaway, but it also operated as a 
functioning cattle ranch until the  
1980s. The old barn, livestock corrals, 
and water troughs remain standing at  
the ranch today.

Now, long after the death of Rex and 
Clara, the Walking Box Ranch remains 
in its original form and is now listed 
under the National Register of Historic 
Places. Now run by the Bureau of Land 
Management and offering guided tours, 
everyone is invited to visit the formerly 
secluded getaway .~Mignon

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

We have some new faces 
in our tribe! Hope to see you 

out in the desert with us 
soon. Welcome!

Bob & Jeanne Yellen  
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Doug & LynnRae Dupree  
Beaumont, CA 

mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com
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So we had a great time this past weekend avoiding the 
Super Bowl and enjoying desert rain in Shoshone. The town is 
as friendly and clean as ever (compare to Baker, for the other 
extreme), and the whole area is even more amazingly beautiful 
when wet. And there was news from the Shoshone 
campground to share. Just over two weeks ago, they had a bad 
fire that truly scared everyone in town! A large, late-model 
fancy trailer parked there mysteriously caught fire (maybe a 
defective inverter, we were told). The couple who were inside 
at the time (yikes!) saw flames coming out of the electrical 
panel and fled outside to safety. Unfortunately they didn’t have 
time to grab the keys to their tow vehicle, a large pickup truck 

that soon also burned. Propane tanks were exploding, shooting 
flames high into the air and the trailer was engulfed in 
minutes. Good news, no one was hurt, the husband did grab 
his wallet, they have insurance and miraculously the fire did 
NOT spread to any other buildings! The camp host told us 
there were high winds that day and the embers were flying 
everywhere but amazingly, they hopped over the camp 
gathering-room and started torching the palm trees before 
three different volunteer fire companies arrived (from Tecopa, 
Pahrump and the National Park) and put multiple blazes out. 
Woohoo! See what we can do when we work together?   
     ~Anne & George 

Fire and Rain in Shoshone
By Anne Stoll
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Breaking news from friendsoftheinyo.
org The California Desert Protection and 
Recreation Act of 2019 (S. 67/H.R. 376) 
sponsored by Senators Dianne Feinstein 
and Kamala Harris, both (D-CA), and 
Representatives Paul Cook (R-CA), 
Juan Vargas (D-CA), and Pete Aguilar 
(D-CA), would establish the 18,840-
acre Alabama Hills National Scenic 
Area (AHNSA) in Inyo County for 
continued recreational use and add 
35,292 acres to Death Valley National 
Park. 

“We are thrilled to see the passage 
of a bipartisan public lands package 
that includes the Alabama Hills 
National Scenic Area, a landscape 
with significant recreational, cultural 
and scenic resources. We thank our 
congressional champions, Senator Diane 
Feinstein and Congressman Paul Cook, 
for their years of tireless work on behalf 
of rural communities in the California 
Desert. - Jora Fogg Policy Director for 

Friends of the Inyo 
Friends of the Inyo has been a critical 

partner on the bill, with leadership from 
with the Alabama Hills Stewardship 

Group. This legislative journey began 
with Mike Prather, an AHSG founding 
board member and current secretary of 
Friends of the Inyo, who helped craft  
the first language of the bill nearly a 

decade ago. 
The Alabama Hills National Scenic 

Area will be the first National Scenic 
Area managed as part of the National 

Landscape Conservation System, 
the nation’s newest system of 
protected lands managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management. 

The bill now goes to the 
President for signature to enact it 
into law. Friends of the Inyo and 
the Alabama Hills Stewardship 
Group will continue work with the 
BLM to establish a management 
plan for the AHNSA. Through our 
ongoing partnership with Death 
Valley National Park we will also 
continue to steward and safeguard 
the park’s wilderness and front 

country areas. 
For more information read the press 

release from our partners with the 
Campaign for the California Desert. 

The 2019 Desert Protection Act Update
House has passed S.67, a Public Lands package including The California Desert Protection and Recreation Act of 2019

Here’s a recent arrival to the Stoll bookshelf: Postcards 
from Mecca: The California Desert Photographs of Susie Keef 
Smith and Lula Mae Graves 1916-1936. Edited by Ann 
Japenga and Warner V. Graves III, published 2019 by the 
Mojave Desert Heritage and Cultural 
Association, Tales of the Mojave Road Number 
31, available from Amazon or from the MDHC 
website for $20.00 plus tax and shipping.

From the title and jacket blurb, you might 
think this book is about Susie Keef Smith, 
former postmistress of Mecca, California, who, 
with her cousin Lula Mae (Johnson) Graves, 
explored the desert around Mecca taking 
photographs in the 1920s and 1930s. And we 
do get some snips of information about Susie’s 
unhappy childhood and Lula Mae’s as well, just 
enough to keep the narrative moving through 
the years. Far more satisfying, however, are the 
photos themselves which eloquently speak of 
early days among the palms, cholla and chuckwallas. Those of 
us DEers who’ve spent time at Corn Springs, for example, will 
happily recognize the vegetation and petroglyphs Susie 
photgraphed there. This book provides a unique glimpse of two 
young women in the 1930s enjoying true freedom while 
wandering the California desert alone, camping and exploring 

as the whim drove them, meeting prospectors and surveyors, 
peering into mine shafts and tunnels, catching horned toads, 
riding burros and driving a Model T. How many girls in this 
day of “liberation” would dare hope for such experiences!

But this is not the only entertaining story 
told in the book. Be sure to read Ron May’s 
tale in Chapter Four of how he rescued Susie’s 
photos from the dumpster behind the San 
Diego County Public Administrator’s offices 
in 1988. I have had the pleasure of knowing 
Ron as an archaeologist for over 30 years and 
I laughed long and hard at the mental image of 
this man, who at the time was quite large, 
jumping in and landing “amidst stacks of 
rotting food and smeared newspapers” to 
salvage photos, correspondence and even 
paintings from the “sticky mess.” Thank 
heaven he did it – otherwise we would have 
lost some bona fide desert treasures. And thank 

goodness Chris Ervin added the 1954 Norton Allen maps for 
orientation (though I wished they had been inserted closer to 
the front instead of buried on pg. 158). A book written by 
SEVEN authors can make for a rather disjointed read but  
the photos shine throughout this classic and make the 
 journey worthwhile. ~ Anne Stoll 
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Arrowhead Trail/U.S. 91 
and Afton Canyon

Saturday, March 9, 2019
(Rescheduled from January 12, 2019  

due to rain cancellation) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Field Road Offramp from 
I-15, on the south side next to the Cell 
Tower, at 9:00 a.m. Field Road is thirty 
miles east of Barstow and thirty-three 
miles west of Baker, CA.

We will follow the old U.S. 91 route 
(1926) to Afton Canyon, explore Afton 
Canyon, and return toward Barstow on 
the Arrowhead Trail (1925). See an 
intaglio, sleeping circles, geography 
relating to ancient Lake Mannix and the 
formation of Afton Canyon. We will take 
two short hikes to “the Caves” and 
Spooky Canyon”, a slot canyon.

Please email Nelson Miller at Nemill-
er47@yahoo.com if you plan to attend, 
so I know how many vehicles to expect.

~ 2019 Rendezvous ~
Friday Inbound Trip: 
 Walking Box Ranch

Friday, April 5 at 12:30 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Tour of the Walking Box Ranch. 
Home of silent screen movie stars Clara 
Bow and Rex Bell. Meet at Nipton 
Trading Post on Nipton Rd. (164). 
Friday, April 5 at 12:30. Limit of 20 
people. Contact Nelson Miller to reserve 
a spot.(nemiller47@yahoo.com) no cost.

Friday Inbound Trip: 
 Needles, Kingman  

and Chloride
Friday, April 5 

Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
We will start our journey from 

Needles Friday morning, April 5. Our 

path will take us over Sitgreaves Pass on 
Old Route 66. Along the way we can 
take a short walk to some 1859 inscrip-
tions. In Kingman we will visit the Route 
66 Museum, then head north to visit a 
turquoise mine outlet. Leaving the mine, 
we will head to Chloride and visit the 
murals, old railroad depot and original 
town. We will try to arrive in Boulder 
City no later than 4 p.m. We suggest that 
folks going with us arrive in Needles 
Thursday night. For those who arrive 
Thursday afternoon, we can have a 
barbecue or potluck at our “bunkhouse” 
on the Colorado River. Participants are 
welcome to bring their bed rolls and stay 
in the bunkhouse as long as there is room 
or camp on our property.

UPDATE Ron Ross will be giving 
his talk on his Grandmother, Minnie 
Braithwaite. She was a teacher at Fort 
Mohave and met his Grandfather there. 
The talk will be at the El Garces in 
Needles at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 4. 

There is no more room in our 
“bunkhouse”, but folks are welcome to 
camp on our property or there are many 
motel rooms available in Needles. 
Everyone is still welcome for the feed at 
our place before Ron’s presentation.

This inbound will not require 4wd,  
a high clearance vehicle will make the 
going easier. As usual, working CB 
radios are expected. Please email Bob 
and Sue at usontheriver@gmail.com if 
you can join us.

Eldorado Canyon and
Techatticup Mine Tour

Saturday, April 6 
Leader: Bill Neill

From Boulder City we’ll drive south 
about 20 miles to the Eldorado Mining 
District, active from 1860 to 1930. After 
poking around old buildings, we’ll pay 
$15 each for a 90-minute underground 

mine tour. Our turnaround point will  
be Nelsons Landing near Lake Mohave, 
where a small community was mostly 
wiped out by a flash flood in 1974.  
We’ll return to the mining district via  
dirt roads, then to Boulder City by 
mid-afternoon.

Black Canyon Boat Trip
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Bob Jaussaud
This trip is full with a waiting list for 

openings. Contact the trip leader if you 
would like to be added to the list.

Valley of Fire Trip
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Jerry Dupree
We will explore the Valley of Fire 

area and the shoreline of Lake Mead. 
There is a fee per car to get in the park. 
Enter via north shore road (prettiest) or 
I-15. Going by the lake there is also a fee 
unless you have the 62+ Pass. Stop at 
Rogers Spring or Redrock. After entering 
the park, visit CCC rock cabins and 
visitors center, continue up to Mouses 
Tank hike that has great petroglyphs hike 
(1/2 mile). Near campground is Atlatl 
Rock up series of steps. Picnic tables at 
different sites. Suggest people carpool to 
share entry fee and have a 62+ person in 
each car. Full writeup next newsletter.

Tour of Boulder City
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Mignon Slentz
Tour of Boulder City including RR 

Museum, BC Museum in Historic 
Boulder Dam Hotel, Bighorn sheep 
viewing ( hopefully) at Hemingway Park, 
walk on the Tilman/O’Callaghan bridge 
across Colorado River with view of 
Hoover Dam, Lake Mead Visitors 
Center, drive around Lake to Clark Co. 
Museum in Henderson. The museum is a 
30-acre site that features an exhibit hall 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

mailto:Nemill�er47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemill�er47@yahoo.com
mailto:nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
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with a timeline exhibit about Southern 
Nevada from prehistoric to modern times 
and a collection of 8 restored historic 
buildings that depict daily life from 
different decades in Las Vegas. Boulder 
City’s old train depot is also located 
there. Cost $2

Sunday Outbound Trip:
Northshore Road 
to Valley of Fire

Sunday, April 7 
Leader: Bill Neill

For those not eager to depart the Las 
Vegas area, we’ll caravan northward 
about 70 miles on paved roads along 
Lake Mead’s northwest shore to Valley 
of Fire State Park, which has a visitor 
center, colorful geology and $10 entrance 
fee. Trip will end in mid-afternoon at 
I-15 onramps about 40 miles northeast  
of Las Vegas.

Sunday Outbound Trip:
Mystery Route

Sunday, April 7 
Leader: Glenn Shaw

Tentative plans are to visit the south 
end of the Spring Mountains. Rough 
plan: Tour historic Spring Mountain 
Ranch one of the first Las Vegas area 
homesteads and formerly owned by such 
personalities as the famous radio comedy 
team of Lum & Abner, Vera Krupp wife 
of German munition factory owner 
Alfred Krupp, and Howard Hughes. It is 
now a state park with an admission fee of 
$7.00 per car. Visit petroglyph sites off 
Highway 160 then to Mt. Potosi and the 
old Potosi Mine townsite and see nearby 
Indian roasting pits. Drive via dirt roads 
to Goodsprings and the Pioneer Saloon 
one of Nevada’s oldest still operating  
saloons built in 1913. This would be the 
end of the tour so people can stay around 
and eat and drink in the saloon. Access to 
Interstate 15 at Jean NV is just 7 miles 
away by paved road. High clearance 
vehicle required, four wheel drive may or 
may not be needed.

East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles

Friday-Sunday May 3-5, 2019 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, May 
3 at 11:00 a.m. We will travel through or 
around the edges of the Providence 
Mountains, Piute Mountains, Old Woman 
Mountains, Turtle Mountains, Whipple 
Mountains, Chemuhuevi Mountains, and 
the Sacramento Mountains, with two dry 
camps along the way. We will have 
potluck Happy Hour and dinner both 
nights. This will finish the end of EMHT 
#3, which we did not finish on the last 
trip and EMHT #4. Both books may be 
purchased either from Mojave River 
Valley Museum or Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association 
(Goffs), https://www.mdhca.org/. Please 
email Nelson Miller at Nemiller47@
yahoo.com if you plan to attend, so I 
know how many vehicles to expect.

Arizona Route 66
Tuesday-Saturday, May 4-7 

Leaders: Axel Heller & Bob Jacoby
Preliminary information: Travel 

across Arizona on alignments of Route 
66 to New Mexico border. Motel accom-
modations or RV campsite for evenings 
(RV can take 6 people per site/tent). 
Optional segment will continue into New 
Mexico if interested. Please let Axel 
know if you are interested in motel 
accommodations:

Axel Heller 
PO Box 1989 PMB 405
Big Bear Lake Ca 92315-1989
626-487-5741
axel43@earthlink.net

Eastern Sierra 
Exploratory - Mines, 

Mills and a Monastery
Tuesday-Saturday June 25-29, 2019 

Leader: Ron Lipari
Meet in Independence at the Eastern 

CA museum at 10 a.m. Tuesday, June 

25. Still planning the itinerary but will 
include a loop up the eastern Sierra and 
into Nevada. High clearance 4x4 only. 
Some moderate hiking. More details will 
follow in upcoming newsletters. Contact 
Ron at ronaldlipari@gmail.com if you 
are interested in going on the trip.

The Applegate Trail
Thursday-Saturday, July 4-6 

Leaders: Bill Powell & Bob Jacoby
We will explore the Applegate Trail 

from where it broke off from the 
California Trail near Imlay, NV to Goose 
Lake, CA. The Applegate Trail was 
pioneered by a small group of 
Oregonians in 1846 who wanted a route 
to Oregon that bypassed the need to raft 
down the treacherous Columbia Gorge. 
Later, two cutoffs from this route 
provided access to Northern California 
during the Gold Rush. The route will 
take us through Black Rock Desert and 
High Rock Canyon. This trip involves 
camping out for two nights. Although 
much of the route will be on graded or 
paved roads, high-clearance 4WD 
vehicles are mandatory as there are some 
rough stretches. Please contact Bill 
Powell by email at 1221102@gmail.com 
if you wish to join us. The number of 
participants will be limited. 

In the Planning Stages 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the next newsletter or 
call the trip leader if you would like to be 
kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a 
trip, sing out! This is what makes our 
group go! Check the meeting minutes 
for more trips being planned.
 • Tour of Death Valley 
 • Butte Valley Area Death Valley
 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab
 • Back way to Panamint Valley on 

east side of Red Mountain (maybe)
 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 

Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley
Leader contact information can be 

found on the Trip Leader List on the last 
page of this newsletter.

https://www.mdhca.org/
mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:axel43@earthlink.net
mailto:ronaldlipari@gmail.com
mailto:1221102@gmail.com


February Lost Location: Telescope 
Peak, Death Valley. Here are the correct 
guessers for February: Allan Schoenherr 
and Randy “One T” Mathews. 

Telescope Peak
Altitude: 11,049 feet (3,368m)
Route Description
Length: 14 mile (22.5km) round trip
Time: 7 hours round trip
Difficulty: Difficult
Elevation Gain: 3,000 ft (914m)
Location: The trail to Telescope Peak 

begins from Mahogany Flat 
Campground at the end of Upper 
Wildrose/ Emigrant Canyon Road. High 
clearance and 4x4 are recommended for 
the final 1.5 miles to the campground. 
The road is steep, rough, and narrow. 
Hikers with low-clearance vehicles 
should consider parking at the Charcoal 
Kilns and walking the road to the 
trailhead. 

Parking: 25 ft vehicle limit. Open 
gravel area.

Closest Restroom: Vault toilet in 
parking area. No restroom along the 
trail, follow principle 3 of Leave No 
Trace (LNT).

GPS Data: GPS data for the 
unmarked route is for supplemental 
purposes only. Take a map and compass 
when exploring the trail-less wilderness.

The 10 space Mahogany Flat 
Campground located at the trailhead is 
the ideal place to spend the night and 
acclimate to the high elevation. There is 
no water at the camp.

The trail immediately begins as a 
steady climb along the eastern slope of 
the Panamint Mountains.

Pinyon pine (Pinus monophylla) and 
the sweet-smelling mountain mahogany 
(Cercocarpus ledifolius) line the trail 
reaching high overhead competing for 
light. Hiking through this 
forested tunnel the trees 
obscure all but the slightest 
views of valley floor sitting 
over 8,000 feet (2438m) below. 

In less than 1 mile (1.6km), 
the vegetation finally gives 
way to the first of many 
unobstructed and breathtaking 
views into Death Valley.

The trail continues the 
steady grade below Rogers 
Peak as it turns sharply west 

overlooking the middle fork of 
Hanaupah Canyon.

At mile 2.4 (3.9km) it levels out at 
Arcane Meadows where views into both 
Panamint and Death Valleys.

The meadow nestled between Rogers 
and Bennett Peaks is a popular camp for 
those wishing to backpack the route 
rather than day hike

For the next 1.5 miles (2.4km) the 
trail meanders along the flat and narrow 
ridgeline passing the occasional limber 
pine (Pinus flexilis) and some of the best 
views in the entire park. The next 3 miles 
(4.8km) gains over 1,000 feet (305m) as 
it steeply switchbacks amongst the 
ancient bristlecone pines (Pinus 
longaeva). Bristlecone pines ((Pinus 
longaeva) are known to live over 5,000 
years and are some of the oldest living 
creatures on earth. ~ Bob P

Bob’s taken to his balloon again and 
was blown way off course. He scraped 
his basket on a peak somewhere. Can 
you tell him what the peak is so he can 
put-down near a hot springs that has bar 
service? Help him find out where he is 
on the map so he can put-down and call 
for Lyft. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

Lost: Where Am I?
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 
Emingrant Pass on the Old Spanish Trail



I am going to be more brief than 
normal this month, but I do want to 
remind everyone of our two important 
upcoming Desert Explorer events.

The first event is our bi-monthly 
business meeting coming up on Saturday 
March 2. This is a particularly important 
meeting as it will be the last meeting 
before the 2019 Rendezvous in Boulder 
City, Nevada. At this meeting at the 
home of Neil and Marian Johns in Lytle 
Creek we will be discussing first and 
foremost the plans for the Rondy week-
end. The objective will be to ensure that 
there are no last minute issues to deal 
with for this outstanding event which has 
been so well planned by Mignon Slentz. 
Also on the agenda will be an extensive 
discussion of trip planning as we contin-
ue to try to reach the point where there is 
at least one trip per month. We will also 
be addressing other normal agenda items 
such as a newsletter report, a financial 
report and an update on museum and 
website activities. These meetings are 
very important for the club and everyone 

is invited as your input is badly needed.
The second upcoming event is the 

Rondy itself. This annual weekend of fun 
and comradery will take place on April 
5-7 at Boulder City, Nevada. I think this 
may be the first time we have had a 
Rondy outside of California but it should 
be a great venue. We have been very 
fortunate to have Mignon as our organiz-
er. She lives in Boulder City and I don’t 
think it would be possible to have a more 
capable and knowledgeable host. Some 
outstanding activities are planed includ-
ing a total of eight different 4x4 trips or 
walking tours. Other happenings will 
include the silent auction, a pot luck 
dinner Friday night, a catered dinner 
Saturday night, as well as an outstanding 
speaker on the history of Boulder City 
and Boulder Dam. All in all, it should be 
a special weekend with plenty of fun and 
plenty to do. If you haven’t registered 
yet, there is still time.

I hope to see everyone at one or, 
preferably, both of these DE happenings.  
   ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby
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Be There! The Desert Explorers 
2019 Annual Rendezvous

will be held April 5-7, 2019 in Boulder City, Nevada

Schedule of Rondy Activities
Friday April 5

9:00 Needles, Kingman and 
Chloride Inbound Trip led by 
Bob and Sue Jaussaud

12:30 Walking Box Ranch Inbound 
Trip led by Nelson Miller

5:00  Happy Hour (Broadbent Park)
6:00  Potluck Dinner
7:30 Silent Auction begins 

(Broadbent Park)
Saturday April 6

Morning El Dorado Canyon and 
Techatticup Mine Tour led by 
Bill Neill

Morning  Black Canyon Boat Trip led by 
Bob Jaussaud

Morning Valley of Fire Trip led by Jerry 
Dupree

5:00 Saturday Happy Hour Begins
6:00 Catered Dinner (Broadbent 

Park)
7:00 Presentation by Guest Speaker 

“History of Hoover Dam and 
Boulder City”

8:30 Silent Auction Closes
Sunday April 7

Morning Northshore Road to Valley of 
Fire Tour led by Bill Neill.

Morning Spring Mountains Mystery 
Route led by Glenn Shaw

Morning Tour of Boulder City led by 
Mignon Slentz

Silent Auction 2019 
We are looking forward to another fun 

and rewarding Silent Auction at our DE 
Boulder City 2019 Rendezvous. Please 
remember to bring your valuable stuff for 
contributions. The more stuff we have, 
the more fun it is. 

The auction will end approximately 10 
minutes after the Saturday evening 
presentation is over. We will try to make 
an announcement regarding the Silent 
Auction at the end of the presentation, if 
possible. Please don’t wait until the end 
to try and bid, though. You may lose out. 

Also, please let one of the Auctioneers 
know what you feel a reasonable “buy it 
now” price for your items might be. That 
will be a great help. 

Thank you all for making the Silent 
Auction such a success. 
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The historic El Garces Train Depot in 
Needles, CA was filled to capacity on Saturday, 
February 23 to hear the Olive Oatman Story and 
the Military on the Mojave Road presentations. 
Debbie Miller-Marschke did a full costume 
presentation of Olive Oatman covering her life 
from the time the family left Illinois on a wagon 
train, to the massacre that took almost her entire 
family’s lives near Yuma, her captivity by the 
Apaches and Mojave Tribes, her life among the 
Mojave in Mohave Valley and Needles area,  
her return to Ft. Yuma, and finally her later life. 
Debbie spoke for close to an hour, with no 
notes, all the while showcasing the fabulous 
re-production dress she made herself. The 
illusion was complete with the blue chin tattoo. 
The audience was absolutely captivated. 

An interesting aside: Olive was returned to 
Fort Yuma on February 22, 1856. One hundred 
and sixty-three years and one day of this event.

The second half of the event, Steve Marschke 
told the audience about what military life would 
have been like for the soldiers that protected the 
Mojave Road. Steve was wearing a full military 
wool uniform complete with rifle, backpack, 
canteen, and cartridge carrier. He demonstrated 
all the equipment and passed out samples of 
“hardtack” for the audience to try.

At intermission, door prizes were given out, 
and the audience was provided with hors 
d’oeuvres and desserts.

After the event Steve and Debbie answered 
questions and posed for photographs.

Needles Regional Museum would like to 
thank their volunteers for providing the food, 
door prizes and help at the event.

We would especially like to thank Debbie 
and Steve Marsche for taking time out of their 
busy schedules to travel over six hundred miles 
round-trip to Needles to provide their wonderful 
presentations. 

Cheryl Mangin
Needles Museum and Proud DE Member

Debbie and Steve
Mojave Time Travelers

Fort Yuma in 1875



2019 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
Registration Form

Broadbent Park 1301 5th St. • Boulder City, Nevada 89005
April 5-7, 2019 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $19 x ____ = $_____________

 Black Canyon Boat Trip (Deadline has passed) 

     Grand Total $_____________ 

• Please note your menu choices and number of meals:

___ Pot Roast, green salad, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans prepared with mushrooms 
and onions and cornbread

___ Chili Relleno Casserole, green salad, beans, rice, and tortillas. (vegetarian)

Assorted desserts will be available. Feel free to contribute. BYOB (alcohol OK). Water will be 
provided. If you have specific dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food.  

 Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bill 
Smith, 5712 N. Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004 We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 25, 2019. There will be no refunds. 

• Friday Potluck utensils and plates will be provided. BYOB (alcohol OK)

• Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. Contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@
gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) if you have any other questions regarding 
the Silent Auction. 

• Questions? For any other questions about the Rondy contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net),  
Jerry Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com) or Mignon Slentz (mignonslentz@gmail.com)

• Please note there are numerous motels within a mile or so of Broadbent Park.

• Camping There are several RV parks in Boulder City. The Canyon Trails RV Park (702)293-1200) 
charges $48 a night for under 37’ and $58 for over 37’ and 10% off for AAA, military or Good Sams. 
There is RV parking behind the Elks Club if you are a member and make a reservation. Boulder 
Beach Campground is 7.5 Miles away (12 minutes) and Las Vegas Bay Campground (16 mi.)- both 
by the lake in Lake Mead National Park. $25 entrance fee if you don’t have a pass. Campground fee 
is $20 or $10 with Senior/Park Pass. No Reservations.

• DE Special Rates Motel - Hoover Dam Best Western 704 Nevada Way, Boulder City, Nv. 89005. 
(702)826-4300 (1/2 mile from venue) Mention Desert Explorers. Price already includes 10% 
discount. Fri 04/05-$85.49, Sat-04/06, $85.49 Sun 04/07-$76.49 They have reserved a block of 20 
rooms until March 5. After that the price goes up 10% and no guarantees. Facility has an indoor pool 
and spa, fitness center and guest laundry. There is a bar/lounge where there is food available.
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Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5712 N Cosnino Rd Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5712 N Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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