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Living Desert,  
Eagle Mountain 
Railroad Trestle, 
Bradshaw Trail, 

Whitewater Nature 
Preserve & Mission 
Creek Fault Lines

December 11-12
Leaders: Jerry & Dolly Dupree

We were hoping more of our members 
would be going on this trip. We had 
originally 
signed up 
five 
vehicles, 
but four 
backed out. 
The trip 
was 
attended by 
Jerry and 
Dolly 
Dupree, 
Peter and 
Janet Austin. It turned out to be fantastic 
weather and a perfect trip. The timing 
went on schedule and we saw and did  

         everything we wanted to. 
We met at the Living Desert in Palm 

Desert and walked to many of the 
exhibits and then found we could ride the 
tram and get off anywhere and take 
another tram which are at 20 minute 
intervals. They have an amazing array of 
animals from every continent, specializ-
ing in desert environments. They are 
breeding endangered animals that 
probably would have become extinct 
without the aid of their program. They 
continue to add more exhibits and 
expand their facility. Next year they  
will add African lions and rhinoceros to 
their collection. They have giraffes, 
gazelle, kudus, leopards, jaguars, chee-
tahs, wolves, javelina, wart hogs, and 
other species. 

We had lunch at 
the Living Desert 
and we had 
planned dinner  
at our favorite 
Mexican 
restaurant but 
found it closed, 
so we went to 
Plan B which 
was Italian.  
We stayed at a 

Holiday Inn in Indio and enjoyed their 
complimentary breakfast, then headed 
toward the Salton Sea by way of Mecca 
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and the All American Canal, also known 
as the “Border Friendship Canal” as it 
flows along the Mexican Border 
paralleling I-8. We needed to cross the 
canal and flood control dike in order to 

begin the Bradshaw Trail, which 
required travel north to find a crossing 
at a siphon and then follow the canal 
road on the opposite side. We traveled 
on roads through some canyons and dry 
river beds. We were concerned about 
the fact that it rained the previous week 
and may have given us unpredictable 
washouts and standing water. It turned 
out to be perfect as the soft sand that we 
previously encountered, was a firm 
driving surface. 

The railroad trestle was the half way 
point and we stopped under it for our 
lunch break. Dolly and I had military 
MRE’s, which were excellent. The 
Eagle Mountain open pit mine is located 
adjacent to the boundary of Joshua Tree 
National Park. Kaiser Steel established 
the mine for the WWII effort and built 

the longest private railway from the 
mine to connect with the Union Pacific 
Railroad and hauled ore to the Kaiser 
Steel Mill in Fontana. The trestle 
crossing the river bed and Bradshaw 
Trail is about 40 feet in height and 600 

feet in length. The rails and ties have 
been removed and it is a matter of time 
until the trestle will be dismantled. 

We turned off the Bradshaw Trail 
and paralleled the former railroad  
bed (Summit Road) until we came  
to I-10 at Red Cloud Road. We drove 
on I-10 west of Palm Springs and 
Highway 62 to the Whitewater offramp 
and headed to the Nature Preserve at 
the end of the road. 

Bighorn Pair

Giraffe at the Living Desert

A good time was had by all
The Bradshaw Trail is on the boundary 
of the Naval Gunnery Range

Looking back toward the Salton Sea

Bradshaw Trail. Can you visualize 
stagecoach robberies and Indian attacks?

Desert scenery

Cottontail with chewed earr

Bobcat

Her’s looking at you!

Bradshaw Trail approaching the railroad trestle
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It is a beautiful location which used to 
be the Whitewater Trout Hatchery. There 
are three large ponds, a very large grassy 
camping area, and many hiking trails to 
various destinations. It is about a mile 
from the Pacific Crest Trail which runs 
from the Mexican border to the Canadian 
Border. It is frequented by 
back packers, many of 
whom have hiked the 
entire length. Some are 
“section hikers” who have 
hiked the trail in 
increments. There is a 
ranger station which has 
several exhibits and a very 
good video presentation. 

We were there while the leaves were 
colored a beautiful yellow and falling 
from the trees. It is just a nice place to 
walk along the ponds and creek and 
listen to the birds and the waterfalls. 

It was also a great way to end the trip. 
     ~Jerry

Rattlesnake Canyon - Mines, Cabins & Springs
Saturday, December 8, 2018 • Trip Report by Jean Hansen

Our group gathered at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Lucerne Valley Market for the start 
of the trip. Trip participants were 
Nelson Miller, Jean & Sunny Hansen, 

David Mott, Dave Burdick, Dean 
Linder, Marian & Neal Johns, Janet & 
Pete Austin, Beth Mika, Jim Watson, 
Linda Stevens, Gary Hilder and Don 
Zarzana. There was some concern about 
the state of the roads in Rattlesnake 
Canyon due to rain the previous few 
days, but Nelson Miller, our fearless 
leader, made the executive decision to 
proceed as planned, with one change; 
instead of going out via Baldwin Lake, 
we would exit via Pioneer Town in  
Yucca Valley. 

We left right on schedule and soon 
after we turned off the road to start up 

Rattlesnake Canyon, we met up with Jim 
Watson and Linda Stevens. At that point, 
we had all the participants and proceeded 
up the canyon. The roads were perfect! 
Because of the recent rain, there was no 
dust (a pleasant surprise) and the scenery 

was fantastic. This was a really 
beautiful drive. As we got further into 
the canyon, we did start to encounter 

some rocky areas, but nothing that 
everyone couldn’t handle.

Our first stop was at an old stone 
cabin built on a bench on the side of the 
wash. This was an interesting place, with 
a fireplace on one side and a bench on 

Salton Sea sunset
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the other side. Directly 
across the wash was an 
old mine tunnel, which 
went in about 100-feet. 

Then we continued 
up the wash and, as 
Nelson had promised, 
it got rockier and a 
little tighter and 
nastier. One member 
of our group, Don 
Zarzana, had a slight 
mishap, getting high 
centered on a big rock, 
but with the help of 
Neal & Marian Johns 
and a tow rope, he was 
pulled backwards off 
the rock and was able 
to proceed up the canyon.

Our next stop was at the McClure 

mining area and cabins, where we 
stopped for lunch. There were several 
nice old cabins in this area, a big old 

wooden windmill frame and a nice 
spring with a series of ponds.

After lunch, we headed out on a 
very nice dirt road through an 
exceptionally beautiful Joshua Tree 
Forest, ending at Pioneer Town. 
According to the E Clampus Vitus 
plaque there, Pioneer Town is a 
movie set dedicated by Roy Rogers 
and the Sons of the Pioneers in 1946, 
hence the name Pioneer Town. The 
Post Office there is reputedly the 
most photographed Post Office in the 
country! Over 200 movies and TV 
shows have been filmed there. We 
met the current owner of Pioneer 
Town right outside the Post Office.  
At this point everyone went their  
own ways.

Thank you Nelson, for leading a  
great trip!   ~Jean

My favorite trip of the year 
Being the curious bunch that we are, 

the best thing about DE trips is the 
education we get along the way. Last year 
the Inbound trip in March to the rendez-
vous in Ridgecrest was a perfect example. 

Team Jaussaud led us past the worlds 
largest solar power production facility, to 
Boron, where the visitor center showed us 
the workings of the largest open pit mine 
in California.We learned about the local 
history at the museum and saw the tower 
where they tested rocket engines at 
Edward Air Force base.There was a stop 
at an impressive private collection of 
antique vehicles and memorabilia that 
two brothers have amassed over the last 
fifty years.We stopped at a ranch with a 
huge lake near California City. Who 
knew? But, the highlight for me was the 

stop at the abandoned federal prison, 
where its graffitied walls and vandalized 
buildings and grounds gave me photo 
opportunities and led us to wonder what it 
was like for five hundred men to live 
there. The only undamaged part left was a 
beautiful mural of the Twenty Mule Team 
painted on boulders. Now the entire 
facility is scheduled for demolition and 
rumor has it that it’s gone. 

Exploring the desert has many rewards 
if you take the time to stop and look.A 
trip like that one may lead you in 
directions you never thought of before.
For myself, I have included photographs 
in my encaustic paintings and will 
continue to explore the beauty in decay.I 
want to thank the Jaussauds and other trip 
leaders who spend so much time 
planning, researching and sweating over 

the details over these trips that add so 
much to our lives. ~ Vicki Hill

Short and Sweet 
Just feel good about being welcomed 

even though I live 3,000 miles away.  
 ~ Jerry Peppers (New York)

From Our Webgoddess
Dear DE Members, I just wanted to 

take this opportunity to say that I am always 
grateful for our club and it’s members. 
Knowing so many diverse personalities 
and educational disciplines has enriched 
my life immeasurably. When we lose a 
member to age or illness, I grieve not just 
for the loss, but for the lost opportunity of 
sharing more time together. So I am 
wishing all of us a Happy New Year of 
Happy Trails and I look forward to seeing 
you all soon!  ~ Deb Miller Marschke
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Save the Date!
The Desert Explorers 2019

Annual Rendezvous
will be held April 5-7, 2019 in Boulder City, Nevada

Located down at Nelson in the arid 
Nevada hills south of Boulder City, the 
Techatticup Mine once spat out enough 
gold and silver to inspire murder, 
treachery, and claim-jumping. Now it has 
been restored and is partially open to 
visitors looking to take a tour through the 
rocky but, luckily, bloodless tunnels.

While the thick veins of precious 
metals were discovered in the hills of 
what is now Nelson, Nevada by Spanish 
explorers in the 1700s, digging did not 
begin in earnest until around a hundred 
years later in one of the largest mining 
booms in the state history. Hungry 
prospectors began to swarm the area 
around the mid-1800s, digging a warren 
of tunnels and shafts deep into the hills, 
following seemingly endless mineral 
veins into the ground. The area soon 
became a popular refuge for Civil War 
deserters who hid from battle in the 
remote and inhospitable desert climate.

Ownership of the mines soon became 
a hotly contested issue with groups of  

miners claim-jumping one another or 
simply murdering their competition. 
Soon the area became infamous as a 
lawless free-for-all where murder could 
be a nightly occurrence. At the peak of 
the criminal activity, local law enforce-
ment refused to even enter the area. 

Eventually the boom subsided and the 
Techatticup Mine was abandoned leaving 
behind miles of tunnels and countless 
rickety sheds and houses. After decades 
of neglect the land was purchased by the 
Werly family who set to work restoring 
the historic buildings and even 
excavating and exploring the many 
tunnels. Today the Werlys themselves 
now offer historic tours through portions 
of the mines walking visitors some 500 
feet into the hills over pits hundreds of 
feet deep, showing veins of gold and 
silver that still sit unmined in the rock.

The area has also been the setting of a 
number of films including 3000 Miles to 
Graceland, from which the remains of a 
fake exploded plane can still be seen. 
   ~ Mignon Slentz 

History of Techatticup Mine

We have some new faces 
in our tribe! Hope to see you 

out in the desert with us 
soon. Welcome!

Alden Preiss  
Torrance, CA 

Cheryl Mangin  
Needles, CA 

Larry & Barbee Tidball  
Long Beach, CA

Gregg & Dana Bingham  
Apple Valley, CA

Dave Mendenhall  
& Evelyn Wisneski  
Redondo Beach, CA

Albert Schioppi  
Camarillo, CA
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DE Holiday Party at Ding & Allan’s
Food, Friends and Fun • Photos by Allan and Ding Wicker and Julie Smith
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Arrowhead Trail - U.S. 
91 & Afton Canyon

January 12, 2019 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Field Road Offramp from 
I-15, on the south side next to the Cell 
Tower, at 9:00 a.m.

We will follow the old U.S. 91 route 
(1926) to Afton Canyon, explore Afton 
Canyon, and return toward Barstow on 
the Arrowhead Trail (1925). See an 
intaglio, sleeping circles, geography 
relating to ancient Lake Mannix and the 
formation of Afton Canyon. We will take 
two short hikes to “the Caves” and 
Spooky Canyon”, a slot canyon.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan  
to attend, so I know how many vehicles 
to expect.

MVRM “Twofer”
 Mojave River Valley 
Museum Work Party 
Saturday, February 23, 2019

...and Camp at Paradise 
Springs and Sunday 

Field Trip
Sunday, February 24, 2019 
Coordinator: Nelson Miller
Saturday, February 23, 2019, will be 

another work party at the Mojave River 
Valley Museum, 270 E Virginia Way, 
Barstow, CA 92311. Our previous work 
party was tremendously appreciated. This 
is a great way to support the Museum, 
which is our parent organization. 

There is always yard work (watering, 
trimming, and raking) that needs to be 
done and electrical fixtures that need to 
be repaired or replaced. We may do 
some new displays and clean some of 
the existing ones. Inventory of the books 

and items for sale needs to be completed. 
We may also do some painting of the 
exterior trim and perhaps repair or 
replace the toilets.

Saturday evening, we have made 
arrangements to camp at Paradise Hot 
Springs. Sunday, we can do a trip to 
explore some of the local area. Options 
include Alvord Mountains (Alvord 
Mountain Mine and Impassable Pass 
along the Old Spanish Trail), sleeping 
circles and intaglios. Or, we could 
explore Coolgardie, the placer gold 
mining area from the early 1900’s, the 
XB-70 crash site, petroglyphs, and Opal 
Mountain area.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan to 
attend, so I know how many volunteers 
we will have and how many want to 
camp Saturday evening.

2019 Rendezvous
Friday Inbound Trip: 
 Walking Box Ranch

Friday, April 5 at 12:30 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Tour of the Walking Box Ranch. 
Home of silent screen movie stars Clara 
Bow and Rex Bell. Meet at Nipton 
Trading Post on Nipton Rd. (164). 
Friday, April 5 at 12:30. Limit of 20 
people. Contact Nelson Miller to reserve 
a spot.(nemiller47@yahoo.com) no cost.

Friday Inbound Trip: 
 Needles, Kingman  

and Chloride
Friday, April 5 

Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
We will start our journey from 

Needles Friday morning, April 5. Our 
path will take us over Sitgreaves Pass on 
Old Route 66. Along the way we can take 

a short walk to some 1859 inscriptions. In 
Kingman we will visit the Route 66 
Museum, then head north to visit a 
turquoise mine outlet. Leaving the mine, 
we will head to Chloride and visit the 
murals, old railroad depot and original 
town. We will try to arrive in Boulder 
City no later than 4 P.M. We suggest that 
folks going with us arrive in Needles 
Thursday night. For those who arrive 
Thursday afternoon, we can have a 
barbecue or potluck at our “bunkhouse” 
on the Colorado River. Participants are 
welcome to bring their bed rolls and stay 
in the bunkhouse as long as there is room 
or camp on our property, plus there are 
many motels across the river in Needles.

This inbound will not require 4wd,  
a high clearance vehicle will make the 
going easier. As usual, working CB 
radios are expected. Please email Bob 
and Sue at usontheriver@gmail.com if 
you can join us.

Eldorado Canyon and
Techatticup Mine Tour

Saturday, April 6 
Leader: Bill Neill

From Boulder City we’ll drive south 
about 20 miles to the Eldorado Mining 
District, active from 1860 to 1930. After 
poking around old buildings, we’ll pay 
$15 each for a 90-minute underground 
mine tour. Our turnaround point will be 
Nelsons Landing near Lake Mohave, 
where a small community was mostly 
wiped out by a flash flood in 1974. We’ll 
return to the mining district via dirt roads, 
then to Boulder City by mid-afternoon.

Black Canyon Boat Trip
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Bob Jaussaud
We are in the planning stage for a 

boat trip from Willow Beach upriver 
through Black Canyon, which is just 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
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below Hoover Dam. The best way to 
adequately see Black Canyon is by boat. 
Our idea is to rent 2 pontoon boats at 
Willow Beach and spend a leisurely day 
exploring the beautiful canyon. We hope 
to stop at many beaches along the way 
including the ones at Sauna Cave, El 
Dorado Canyon, Boy Scout Canyon, 
Desolation Beach, the Gage Keepers’ 
Cabin, Ringbolt, etc. Willow Beach, our 
departure point, is approximately 12 
river miles below Hoover Dam on the 
Arizona side. Our boat trip will start 
there at 8 a.m. and we must return to 
Willow Beach by 3 p.m. The cost, 
including the boat rental, tax, waiver and 
fuel will be $55 per person. We have 
reserved 2 twenty-four foot pontoon 
boats and there will be 8 people per boat. 
The boats are spacious, the seats are 
padded and each boat is powered by a 60 
hp outboard. If you would like to join us, 
email Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@
gmail.com) to reserve your spot.

Valley of Fire Trip
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Jerry Dupree
We will explore the Valley of Fire 

area and the shoreline of Lake Mead. 
There is a fee per car to get in the park. 
Enter via north shore road (prettiest) or 
I-15. Going by the lake there is also a fee 
unless you have the 62+ Pass. Stop at 
Rogers Spring or Redrock. After entering 
the park, Visit CCC rock cabins and 
visitors center, continue up to Mouses 
Tank hike that has great petroglyphs hike 
(1/2 mile). Near campground is Atlatl 
Rock up series of steps. Picnic tables at 
different sites. Suggest people carpool to 
share entry fee and have a 62+ person in 
each car. Full writeup next newsletter.

Tour of Boulder City
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Mignon Slentz
Tour of Boulder City including RR 

Museum, BC Museum in Historic 
Boulder Dam Hotel, Bighorn sheep 
viewing ( hopefully) at Hemingway 
Park, walk on the Tilman/O’Callaghan 

bridge across Colorado River with view 
of Hoover Dam, Lake Mead Visitors 
Center, drive around Lake to Clark Co. 
Museum in Henderson. The museum is a 
30-acre site that features an exhibit hall 
with a timeline exhibit about Southern 
Nevada from prehistoric to modern 
times and a collection of 8 restored 
historic buildings that depict daily life 
from different decades in Las Vegas. 
Boulder City’s old train depot is also 
located there. Cost $2

Sunday Outbound Trip:
Northshore Road 
to Valley of Fire

Sunday, April 7 
Leader: Bill Neill

For those not eager to depart the Las 
Vegas area, we’ll caravan northward 
about 70 miles on paved roads along 
Lake Mead’s northwest shore to Valley 
of Fire State Park, which has a visitor 
center, colorful geology and $10 
entrance fee. Trip will end in mid-
afternoon at I-15 onramps about 40 
miles northeast of Las Vegas.

Sunday Outbound Trip:
Mystery Route

Sunday, April 7 
Leader: Glenn Shaw

Tentative plans are to visit the south 
end of the Spring Mountains. Rough 
plan: Tour historic Spring Mountain 
Ranch one of the first Las Vegas area 
homesteads and formerly owned by such 
personalities as the famous radio 
comedy team of Lum & Abner, Vera 
Krupp wife of German munition factory 
owner Alfred Krupp, and Howard 
Hughes. It is now a state park with an 
admission fee of $7.00 per car. Visit 
petroglyph sites off Highway 160 then to 
Mt. Potosi and the old Potosi Mine 
townsite and see nearby Indian roasting 
pits. Drive via dirt roads to Goodsprings 
and the Pioneer Saloon one of Nevada’s 
oldest still operating saloons built in 
1913. This would be the end of the tour 

so people can say around and eat and 
drink in the saloon. Access to Interstate 
15 at Jean NV is just 7 miles away by 
paved road. High clearance vehicle 
required, four wheel drive may or may 
not be needed.

Arizona Route 66
Saturday-Tuesday, April 13-16 

Leaders: Axel Heller  
and Bob Jacoby

Preliminary information: Travel 
across Arizona on alignments of Route 
66 to New Mexico border. Motel 
accommodations or RV campsite for 
evenings (RV can take 6 people per site/
tent). Optional segment will continue 
into New Mexico if interested. This is 
the weekend BEFORE EASTER

Please let Axel know if you are 
interested in motel accommodations

Axel Heller
PO Box 1989 PMB 405
Big Bear Lake Ca 92315-1989
626-487-5741
axel43@earthlink.net

In the Planning Stages 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the next newsletter or 
call the trip leader if you would like to 
be kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a 
trip, sing out! This is what makes our 
group go! Check the meeting minutes 
for more trips being planned.
 • Tour of Death Valley  

Emmett Harder & Matt Jones
 • Butte Valley Area Emmett Harder. 

Death Valley
 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab, 

no dates yet
 • Back way to Panamint Valley on 

east side of Red Mountain (maybe) 
- Emmett Harder and company

 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 
Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley
Leader contact information is also 

listed on the Trip Leader List on the last 
page of this newsletter.

mailto:axel43@earthlink.net


2019 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
Registration Form

Broadbent Park 1301 5th St. • Boulder City, Nevada 89005
April 5-7, 2019 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $19 x ____ = $_____________

o Black Canyon Boat Trip (Saturday, April 6) $55 x ____ = $_____________

  Grand Total $_____________ 

• Please note your menu choices and number of meals:

___ Pot Roast, green salad, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans prepared with mushrooms
and onions and cornbread

___ Chili Relleno Casserole, green salad, beans, rice, and tortillas. (vegetarian)

Assorted desserts will be available. Feel free to contribute. BYOB (alcohol OK). Water will be 
provided. If you have specific dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food.  

Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bill 
Smith, 5712 N. Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004 We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 31, 2019. There will be no refunds. !!! IF YOU ARE GOING ON THE BOAT TRIP, WE 
MUST RECEIVE YOUR REGISTRATION BEFORE JANUARY 31ST !!!

• Friday Potluck utensils and plates will be provided. BYOB (alcohol OK)
• Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. Contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@ 

gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) if you have any other questions regarding 
the Silent Auction.

• Questions? For any other questions about the Rondy contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net), Jerry 
Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com) or Mignon Slentz (mignonslentz@gmail.com)

• Please note there are numerous motels within a mile or so of Broadbent Park.

• Camping There are several RV parks in Boulder City. The Canyon Trails RV Park (702)293-1200) 
charges $48 a night for under 37’ and $58 for over 37’ and 10% off for AAA, military or Good Sams. 
There is RV parking behind the Elks Club if you are a member and make a reservation. Boulder Beach 
Campground is 7.5 Miles away (12 minutes) and Las Vegas Bay Campground (16 mi.)- both by the 
lake in Lake Mead National Park. $25 entrance fee if you don’t have a pass. Campground fee is $20 
or $10 with Senior/Park Pass. No Reservations.

• DE Special Rates Motel - Hoover Dam Best Western 704 Nevada Way, Boulder City, Nv. 89005.
(702)826-4300 (1/2 mile from venue) Mention Desert Explorers. Price already includes 10%
discount. Fri 04/05-$85.49, Sat-04/06, $85.49 Sun 04/07-$76.49 They have reserved a block of 20 
rooms until March 5. After that the price goes up 10% and no guarantees. Facility has an indoor pool 
and spa, fitness center and guest laundry. There is a bar/lounge where there is food available.

mailto:stevemarschke@gmail.com
mailto:Jacoby.r@att.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:mignonslentz@gmail.com


December Lost Location: Bristol 
Dry Lake near Amboy Crater. Here 
are the correct guessers for November: 
The usual suspects: Malcolm Roode, 
Allan Schoenherr, Steve Mersman, 
Danny Siler, Bill Neill and Leonard 
Friedman. 

Bristol Dry Lake
The Bristol Dry Lake playa is a flat 

salt dry-lake that occupies 
approximately 155 sq. km in a 2,000-sq. 
km arid drainage basin in San 
Bernardino County, California. 

Bristol Lake is located southeast of 
Amboy, California and 
U.S. Route 66, and is 
also south of Cadiz, 
California. Amboy 
Crater and the Bullion 
Mountains are to the 
west, and Old Woman 
Mountains to the east.

The lake is approxi-
mately 23 km (14 mi) 
long and 20 km (12 mi) 
at its widest point.

It is a Playa Lake in 
the Basin and Range 
Province and is the 
northernmost member of 
a northwest-southeast 
trending playa lake 
system that includes 

Cadiz Lake and Danby Lake.
Bristol Lake’s mineralogy is described 

as having a bullseye pattern of minerals 
consisting of halite at the center 
surrounded by mud, gypsum, and finally 
a sand flat playa margin. 

Gypsum occurs in large lenticular 
crystals throughout the playa but is 
mostly concentrated around the mud 
lithofacies. Gypsum crystal sizes increase 
toward the center of the playa. Past 
studies have determined that the gypsum 
occurring in Bristol Lake precipitated 
within the sediment where groundwater 

saturated with gypsum recharges around 
the mud. This is supported by the 
geometry of the deposit and by chemical 
ldata, which suggests that water 
precipitating gypsum in the playa is more 
associated with groundwater than the 
brine at the basin center. Large size of 
the gypsum crystals may be due to 
several reasons; inflow waters containing 
low Ca/SO4 ratios may result in large 
lenticular crystals, microorganisms have 
the potential to rework large lenticular 
crystals, high concentrations of NaCl in 
inflow waters can decrease nucleation 
density of minerals resulting in larger 
crystal sizes. It is likely that a 
combination of these processes was 
needed in order to form the gypsum 
crystals mentioned because gypsum 
crystals formed from low Ca/SO4 ratios 
or from microbial activity alone would 
not result in gypsum crystals large 
enough, and because gypsum size 
increases toward the center of the playa 
where NaCl concentrations are greatest.

There is a large company (Standard 
Lithium) that is researching the 
feasibility of extracting lithium from the 
dry lake at the present time.  ~ Bob P

Bob’s lost again. Clearly, he needs 
assistance. Help him find out where he is 
on the map so he can put-down and call 

for Lyft. Send your 
guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word 
“lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the 
names of winners 
along with a his hearty 
thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should 
let him know what area 
he is in, such as “The 
southern part of Death 
Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus 
points for approximate 
GPS coordinates.

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 
Bristol Dry Lake near Amboy Crater

Lost: Where Am I?
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Are Paper Maps Obsolete??
With the advent of digital electronic 

maps, there are many who believe that 
old fashioned paper maps are obsolete. 
Certainly within the Desert Explorers 
there has been a significant switch from 
paper maps to electronic GPS and 
computer systems for navigating. Digital 
offers a number of advantages over paper 
maps and some of those advantages are 
compelling. Below are some of the issues 
I see with these paper maps.

First of all, I think they can be time 
consuming. It takes a while to get 
oriented to a paper map and you usually 
have to spread it out on a table or a car 
hood to read it properly. Furthermore, 
paper maps can be easily damaged or 
lost. That has happened to me on a 
number of occasions over the years. 
Another issue is that paper maps show 
only a limited area. This means that for a 
given excursion you may need more than 
one map. 

Another problem I have encountered 
is that paper maps can be soon out of 

date. Features, landscapes and roads do 
change and these changes make many 
paper maps immediately out of date. Yet 
another issue I have always had with 
these maps is that it is difficult to reflect 
elevation. Yes, I know about contour 
lines, but they take some getting used to 
and it is necessary to look very carefully 
to determine a particular elevation. Also, 
paper maps use extensive symbols and 
this can sometimes be difficult to 
decipher. Finally, with paper maps, even 
though you can read the map, sometimes 
it may not be obvious where you are, 
whereas electronic maps usually pinpoint 
your location.

By this point, you probably think I 
have discarded my large paper map 
collection and switched to 100% digital. 
Well, I have to say that is not the case at 
all. In fact, I probably use paper maps 
now as much as I ever did. I like the fact 
that these old fashioned maps are 
tangible. You can touch them and feel 
them. In my mind this makes them a 
collectible that has practical value. These 
maps also give me the big picture of 
where I am at and where I am going. 
They are usually designed on a larger 
scale than electronic maps and this can 
sometimes be very advantageous.

Another big advantage to these maps 

is that they do not require an internet 
connection. Indeed, sometimes in remote 
areas they are the only option available. 
The maps are also quite cheap. They are 
designed and printed only once and do 
not require additional costs to retrieve. 
Yet, these maps can be fairly easily 
updated with new versions when 
necessary. Also, a key reason to always 
have paper maps with you is that there 
are no sudden errors or malfunctions. 
That is always a risk when using digital 
equipment. Finally, at least for me, the 
maps are easy to understand and interpret. 

So what is the bottom line on this 
discussion of modern day cartography? 
Well the answer for me is to use both 
paper and digital. This gives me the best 
of both worlds. My motto is “Paper Maps 
Will Always Be Around.” Those words 
are also in Ken Jenning’s book Maphead. 
In this great book Jennings discusses 
about every aspect you can think of paper 
maps as well as addressing digital. If you 
don’t remember, Jennings is one of the 
all-time winners on Jeopardy. 

I think I am going to sign off now. I 
have a collection of hundreds of paper 
maps and I am going to spend an hour or 
two and just enjoy them. 

Happy New Year!  ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 

Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net


Attending: Bob Jacoby, Bill & Julie 
Smith, Ron Ross & Nancy Maclean, Neal 
& Marian Johns, Bob & Sue Jaussaud, 
Steve Jarvis & Kate Fosselman, Ellen 
Miller, Nelson & Marie Miller, Daniel 
Dick & Bobbie Sanchez, Terry & Eileen 
Ogden, Emmett & Ruth Harder, Steve 
Marschke & Debbie Miller Marschke, 
Joan McGovern White, Glenn Shaw, 
Jerry & Dolly Dupree, Jay Lawrence, 
Mignon Slentz, Allan & Ding Wicker, 
Vicki Hill & Dave McFarland, Anne 
Stoll, Ken Searer, Danny & Norma Siler, 
Axel Heller, Genmarie Wentworth, Anne 
Yibing Bai, Bill Neill & Gwen Albright.
Meeting Opened 12:10 p.m.
Previous Minutes Approved.
Treasurer Reported by Bill Smith. We’re 
solvent and in good shape. Current funds 
are $4,312.32 and Rondy HQ fee is paid. 
We have 154 members, up a bit from last 
year. Motion made and passed to donate 
$500 to Mojave River Valley Museum.
Newsletter All good in the hood. Get 
your red hot DE business cards and 
bumper stickers. They’re free!
2019 Rondy Mignon has arranged our 
Rondy HQ in clean, green Boulder City 
in Broadwell Park. The multi-use facility 
is reserved for our pot-luck dinner Friday 
and catered dinner Saturday. Camping is 
available nearby at Lake Mead National 
Park for $10 with a Senior Pass. The Elks 

Club has a nearby RV park, the Hoover 
Dam Best Western has given us favorable 
rates for DE members. 20 rooms are 
reserved with a 10% discount. Food 
choices for Saturday dinner will be Pot 
Roast or Chile Rellenos (vegetarian) 
along with all the trimmings. BYOB, 
alcohol is permitted, water supplied. 
Saturday speaker will be Pepe Mays, 
Hoover Dam Tourguide Extraordinaire on 
the history of Hoover Dam and Boulder 
City. DE trips are in the newsletter trip 
calendar, but there are many more local 
trips to experience and sights to see.

Website Need to make sure Crazy Suzy 
Johnson, our webtech lady is on the 
newsletter mailing list! Website is up to 
date through November with December 
material coming soon. 
Subscriber Guide Tabled. 
Museum Deb and Nelson reported 
several pieces donated by Bob & Marilyn 
Martin are now displayed. There is a new 
archive building coming. Pat is giving up 
some of her duties and needs additional 
help with museum tasks. MVRM is 
struggling a bit to find people to help run 
the organization and the facility. Nelson 
Miller is now on the MVRM board of 
directors. There will be a fundraiser to 

house the library. The museum has the 
BEST bookstore on Mojave Desert 
material anywhere! The museum is open 
11-4 every day except Christmas, 
Thanksgiving and July 4th. National 
Trails speaker Mike Boltinghouse will do 
another talk in March. There will be a DE 
work party February 23rd combined with 
an overnight at Paradise Springs and a 
Sunday desert trip. Germaine Moon dolls 
are getting lots of views now that they are 
well displayed thanks to DE members! 
The museum electrical system needs 
some updating, good folks are needed at 
the upcoming work party who can work 
with conduit and junction boxes. Bob 
Jaussaud and Bill Smith said they could 
help in this area.
Trips Jerry noted upcoming trips and is 
looking for more. Always more.
Upcoming trips: 
 • Nelson Miller - January 12 Afton 

Canyon & Old Arrowhead Trail
 • Nelson Miller - March 9th Lucerne 

Valley area Southern California 
Rocket Club launch event.

 • Fred Raab - San Diego/Imperial 
county area trip. No dates yet.

 • Death Valley Area - Emmet Smith 
will follow up with Matt

 • Route 66 - Axel pre-ran, details are in 
the December newsletter.

 • Back way to Panamint Valley on east 
side of Red Mountain (maybe) - 
Emmett Harder and company

 • Bill Powell - 4-5 day trip, 
Winnemucca area June or July.

Next meeting March 2nd at Neal and 
Marian Johns’ home in Lytle Creek.
Adjourned: 1:15 p.m.
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Desert Explorers 
Meeting Minutes
December 15, 2018

Knickers the giant steer, just because.



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5712 N Cosnino Rd Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5712 N Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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