
1 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 263 apRil 2018

Anza Borrego 
State Park 

and Overland 
Stagecoach 

Trail
March 7-8 • Trip Report  

By: Jerry & Dolly Dupree 
Photos: Pete & Janet Austin, 

Julie & Bill Smith,  
Allan Wicker 

The trip covered the 
area around Borrego 
Springs, which is a very 
nice small town west of 
the Salton Sea in the Anza 
Borrego Desert. There is 
so much to see and do in 
the area although we could 
only cover a small amount 
of it, and it required all of 
the time allotted. It was 
an enjoyable trip without 
a problem, leisurely pace, 
and no uncomfortable 
roads. Members met at 
Jerry and Dolly’s house 
and wound through backroads crossing 
the sea level contour and where the 
ancient sea level is plainly visible  

 on the nearby mountains. We had 
perfect weather and no wind. 

The members who attended were 
Jerry and Dolly Dupree, Frederick Rabb, 
Peter and Janet Austin, Bill and Julie 
Smith, Allan Wicker and his guest and 
former colleague, Adnon Aswad, Peter 
and Theres Browne. We were a lively 
group and several members of the party 
had researched many of the destinations 
online, which made it more interesting to 
have additional knowledge of the history 
and other information. 

The first stop was Font’s Point, 
named after the navigator/cartographer 
and priest who went on the De Anza 
Expedition, which began in Sonora, 
Mexico through Alta California for three 
months and founded San Francisco. 
Font’s point overlooks the Borrego 
Badlands which were formed by 
sediments deposited from the Colorado 
River when its course flowed in this 

location. The 
land patterns 
were formed by 
water, followed 
by water and 
wind erosion. It 
is a spectacular 
view similar 
to the Grand 
Canyon and 
Bryce National 
Park. 

The trip 
continued to 
Christmas 
Circle, so named 

because one of the De Anza expedition 
soldier’s wives delivered the first non 
Indian baby in California on Christmas 
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Day. The circle is a large roundabout 
with a park, shade trees, tables, and 
restrooms. We 
relaxed and 
enjoyed the 
park visit. 

We passed 
several of 
the famous 
Borrego 
Springs metal 
sculptures of 
dinosaurs, 
horses, and 
a friendly 
dragon. We 
stopped to 
examine and 
photograph 
them and then 
continued 
to Coyote 
Canyon to 
follow the 
route of the 
De Anza 
expedition, 
which 
parallels the 
San Jacinto 
earthquake 
fault, 
visible by 
the abrupt 
uplift. There 
are springs 
created by 
water seeping 
through the 
fissure in the 
earth with 
the water 
disappearing 
back into the sand a short distance below 
the source. We headed back to town and 
checked in to our hotels before dinner. 
We had made a reservation for a group 
campsite in the State Park, but none of 
us were camping, so my deposit was 
forfeited, <sigh>. 

We had dinner at the Palm Canyon 
Hotel and had plenty of time to mix 

and mingle with each other 
and discuss each of our 

destinations and learned more about 
each other. 

We had reservations for breakfast 
in a nice cafe and then headed for the 
state park visitor’s center for a very 
informative and well done video about 
the Anza Borrego Desert and its habitat. 

We also bought books, maps, and 
souvenirs. 

We headed for the Overland Trail 
Butterfield stagecoach 
road and to the Vallecito 
stage station. There were 
stage stations every 20 
miles to change horses, 
rest the passengers, 
spend the night, or have 
a meal. The building 
is made of adobe and 
was restored and is 
located within a San 
Diego County Park and 

campground. 
We turned around and backtracked 

to Box Canyon where the Mormon 
Battalion were forced to chisel the rock 
walls wide enough to allow the passage 
of their wagons and cannons. They 
were en route to join in the Mexican 
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American war and fight 
in the biggest battle of 
the war in California. 
The American army 
was surrounded and 
besieged and Kit Carson 
managed to slip through 
the Mexican lines to get 
reinforcements from San 
Diego to win the battle. 

Our final destination 

was Blair 
Valley, with 
a short hike 
around 
an Indian 
encampment or 

village where there is evidence of their 
presence with grind stones, cooking 
area, and pictographs. 

This marked the end of the trip and 
members left to the shortest way back 
to their homes. We had members spread 

out as far as La Jolla, 
Claremont, Joshua 
Tree, Arizona, and the 
Coachella Valley. 

“May your 
moccasins only leave 
happy tracks”. 

 ~ Jerry

Font’s Point Overlook

Dolly & Jerry

Happy Trails

Vallecito Stagecoach Station

Camels once roamed the California desert
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Roland
By Claudia Heller

February 2018

It was a long-forgotten town along 
Route 66 in the Mojave Desert that 
tugged at his heartstrings and gave 
him a higher purpose. But his love for 
the Mother Road began long before 
the fateful day when he discovered 
that vanished town and its ghostly 
inhabitants.

He preferred to be 
known by his first name: 
Roland. He kept his 
identity secret though 
he communicated 
with a few Roadies 
on line where he was 
affectionately known by 
his first name. “I grew 
up in Northern Indiana 
not very far from good 
‘ol Route 66” he said. 
“I moved to California 
in 1986 and have been 
back and forth over the 
Mother Road many, many times.”

He favored sections of the Road 
in Oklahoma, Arizona “and of course 
California.” Right after moving to 
California he confesses he became a 
“desert rat” and when he could find 
the time he’d hop on his motorcycle or 
climb into his truck and head out to the 
desert.

“I took quite a shine to many of 
the desert towns over the years,” he 
confessed, “like Ludlow, Twenty Nine 
Palms, Amboy, Needles, Kelso and 
Nipton to name a few.” 

One fateful day, Roland left his home 
in Los Angeles and headed to Arizona on 
business. To make the drive enjoyable, 
which he often did, he took Route 66, 
opting to vacate the boring Interstate. 
“I had read a book about the Mojave 
desert,” he said, “and its small hidden 
treasures.” On one such trip he pulled 
over to take in some rest time and think 
about the Road and its historical past. 

The area where he stopped was barren 
of markings, but he had read about it 
and knew what secrets it held. From 
that point on he never talked about the 
town by name, not wanting to encourage 
tourists to stop and desecrate the quiet 
and mostly forgotten spot.

“What a lonely forgotten spot it was,” 
he recalls. He had heard a rumor that 
a cemetery had once been discovered 
there, and on one of his trips he climbed 

over the railroad tracks and scanned the 
area as far as his eyes could see. There 
he caught a glimpse of a disturbance 
on the desert floor and hiked out to 
investigate.

There Roland made a discovery that 
would change his life, give him purpose, 
and fill his imagination. “What a lonely, 
long-forgotten patch of desert it was” 
he thought as he approached what once 
was a cemetery. The area was obviously 
a casualty of the elements, and more 
disturbing, it was the victim of vandals. 
He noted that only a few of the graves 
had any rocks around them. He also 
noted that three graves had been dug up 
to some extent “like someone had been 
trying to find some hidden treasures or 
maybe some bones.” Grave markers 
were broken and tossed about.

Roland confesses that this “upset 
me no end, so I decided on my own 
that over time “I would do my best get 
the place back in shape.” And so began 

a labor of love. Each subsequent trip 
Roland would visit the spot and do a 
little work filling in and smoothing 
out the excavated graves and carefully 
lining each with rocks. He tread softly, 
replaced markers and replaced a small 
wire that had encased the spot. “I bought 
a rake at Home Depot in Barstow which 
I hide in a location near the cemetery 
so I don’t have to drag it with me each 
trip,” he said. 

What made Roland feel 
so responsible for this little 
cemetery that had been so 
ill-treated? He explains:

“Why did I do this, 
and continue to do it? 
Probably because as a kid, 
my parents would drag me 
and my three older sisters 
to our family cemetery 
in northern Indiana. My 
parents would spend hours 
there, planting, weeding, 
and watering the graves 
of their parents and a few 
other close relatives. As 
a kid, I would usually get 

bored while my parents were doing their 
graveyard chores and wander around the 
place doing ‘boy things’ like exploring 
for gold or scratching my skinny little 
behind. But to this day I have never 
forgotten what my parents did, not 
because they had to, but because they 
wanted to.”

Living over two thousand miles 
away from where his parents are buried, 
Roland knew he could not tend their 
graves but “if I’m out in the desert and 
have extra time, I felt I could make a 
difference in this lonely little cemetery 
out in the middle of nowhere.”

There are few who know Roland’s 
story. He says he has not mentioned it to 
his family or friends. In his own words: 
“If you would like to write about this, 
that is OK by me, but please don’t use 
my last name or advertise the name of 
the town.” Roland did share his story 
with a trusted author whose writings 
about Route 66 in the California desert 
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enthralled him. That person, Joe de 
Kehoe, is well known to Route 66 
enthusiasts. He has authored several 
books including The Silence and the Sun. 

Roland often wrote about his 
adventures on the Road and his emails 
were easy to spot, always bold, italic and 
centered on the page. Joe shared one of 
the emails he received: 

I stopped out at the cemetery last 
night on my way home from Las Vegas 

and did my usual clean-up work until 
well after dark.... ....I love that place 

after dark when there’s a full moon.... 
So peaceful.... ....It’s like time stands 

still for me when I’m out there....
Roland’s emails stopped for a while 

and then, sadly, both Joe and I received 
word that Roland had died unexpectedly. 
His family had found his correspondence 
and was kind enough to inform us of his 
untimely passing.

We are so very sad to hear this news. 
His love for Route 66, his compassion 
for those buried in a lonely graveyard 
in the Mojave, his hard work to give 
respect to ghosts he never knew, and 
his poignant descriptions of his time in 
the vanished town are not lost. Rest in 
peace, Roland.

It is hard to believe that it is almost 
Rondy time again. We have sort of 
defined our operating year as the twelve 
months between these Rondys. It is, 
therefore, now a good time to take a look 
back at the past year and honor some 
very outstanding people who helped the 
DE immensely and continue to make 
key contributions all the time.

The logical place to start in handing 
out this kudos is to recognize trip 
leaders. Trips are the bread and butter of 
our organization and this past year we 
had a solid group of leaders as follows: 
Bob and Sue Jaussaud, Jerry and Dolly 
Dupree, Jay Lawrence, Bill Powell, 
Nelson Miller, Ron Lipari, Danny and 
Norma Siler, Neal and Marion Johns, 
and yours truly. Each of these folks 
led at least one trip and some, such as 
the incomparable Nelson Miller, led 
multiple trips. As we begin the new 
year after the Rondy one of the primary 
objectives will be to increase the number 
of trips with at least one trip per month. 
If you have never led a trip, now is the 
time. Hopefully, a year from now we 
will have significantly increased this list 
of trip leaders.

As important as trips are we have 
several other functions that require a lot 
of effort and dedication. The first one 
that comes to mind is the production 
of this newsletter. We are incredibly 
fortunate to have Jay Lawrence as the 
newsletter editor. Jay is an outstanding 
professional in this area and his work 
is evident every month when the 

newsletter comes out. We would be in 
serious trouble without the efforts of Mr. 
Lawrence. At the same time, I would 
also like to thank the contributors to the 
newsletter who provide us with great 
stories and reports about trips, about 
technical matters and anything else 
that DE members may be interested in. 
Finally, considerable recognition should 
go to Jean Roode who proofreads each 
newsletter before it is sent. This is a key 
step in the production of the newsletter. 
Of all the great things about the DE, I 
think I am most proud of the newsletter.

Another critical area for the club is 
the Treasurer function. This job is now 
being performed by Mr. Bill Smith with 
the assistance of his wife Julie. Bill has 
professionalized the Treasurer’s function 
in a way I never imagined. Not only is 
he responsible on a monthly basis for 
managing subscription payments and 
any cash expenditures that need to be 
made but come Rondy time considerable 
hours must be spent every week to 
track Rondy payments and reservations. 
This was particularly complicated this 
year. You will see Mr. Bill in action in 
Ridgecrest as you line up for our catered 
BBQ dinner.

Another key contributor for our 
club year after year is Debbie Miller 
Marschke. Debbie manages the web 
site and also serves as the coordinator 
with the Mojave River Valley Museum 
(MRVM). The website is vitally 
important to the club and Deb, with 
the assistance of Crazy Suzy, has done 

an incredible job of updating and 
maintaining the site. The website is a 
vital aspect for our club. 

I have not completed the list yet! I 
would like to personally thank Alan and 
Ding Wicker as well as Marion and Neal 
Johns for offering their homes to have 
our bimonthly business meeting. These 
meetings offer a chance to socialize with 
other club members as well as conduct 
the business affairs of the club. I also 
want to thank our trip coordinator, Mal 
Roode for the job he does each month. 
More than once, Mal has helped us 
avoid having two trips on the same day. 

This list of outstanding individuals 
would be very incomplete without also 
mentioning the contributions of Mr. 
Jerry Dupree. For the second year in a 
row, Jerry, along with his wife Dolly, 
has played a key role in planning the 
Rondy. Among his accomplishments 
are obtaining speakers, coordinating 
the necessary catering, and assisting me 
in checking out the facilities. I cannot 
thank Jerry enough for his work. 

We are a small club with about 100 
members. However, it always amazes 
me the incredible talent and expertise 
that we possess. We have PhDs, Master 
Mechanics, engineers, accountants, 
etc. Our membership includes some of 
the most impressive, interesting and 
talented people I have ever encountered. 
We are so lucky in that regard and I am 
so looking forward to seeing all of you 
folks in Ridgecrest!

    ~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner k Bob Jacoby



Local History 
Website
By Craig Baker

I found a useful website that lists 
historical markers around the Southwest, 
and around the world. It’s the Historical 
Marker Data Base, at 

www.HMDB.org
Each marker listing has a map, 

directions, marker text, photos, and 
nearby markers. Some have website 
links, additional information, or 
comments. You can search for markers 
by city, zip code, county, name, etc. Find 
historic sites you didn’t know about, or 
read the text of markers that are missing. 

If you want to add to the database, 
you can sign up and add additional 
markers by filling out the easy online 
form. Read the guidelines. Each listing 
must have a historical marker, existing 
or missing, and it must be outdoors. 

Take a closeup photo showing the 
marker text, a photo showing the marker 
in its surroundings, and one or two 
photos of the marker’s subject. You 
can add to an existing marker, or make 
corrections and updates. For more tips, 
email me, seahawk190@mail.com . 
New additions are usually published 
after a couple weeks, but it sometimes 
takes a couple months, or just a couple 
seconds. Don’t worry about supplying 
all the location details, just use their map 
to drop a pin at the marker location. Or 
they will get the GPS coordinates from 
your mobile device photo. If you see an 
amazing photo with my name on it, click 
on it to read the embedded data. My 
camera is an iPod Touch music player. 

Some posts have incorrect dates or 
names, and some look like a bad social 
media website, but most are useful and 
interesting. I was surprised to find some 
important historical markers in the Los 
Angeles area that were not yet posted. 
My favorite marker that I’ve added: 
Lummis Home. ~ Craig
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The Smiths have been out-and-
about helping with the annual Baker To 
Vegas law enforcement 
run March 16-17. Law 
Enforcement agencies 
from around the world 
compete in this desert 
relay race every year. We 
were assigned with the 
Amateur Radio group at 
Stage Four of the race 
along Hwy 127 about 30 miles south 
of Shoshone. From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. we 
monitored race radio communications 

and kept track of the runners as they 
passed through our checkpoint. The 

teams were running the 
120 mile course from 
Baker, CA through the 
night to reach the Finish 
in downtown Las Vegas. 
Each runner would run 5 
to 10 miles and pass the 
baton to the next runner 
at each Stage along 

the demanding route. An exciting and 
inspirational event! For more info on 
this race: bakervegas.net

Desert Explorers at Large

http://www.HMDB.org
mailto:seahawk190@mail.com
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The Desert Magazine 1937-1985 
 

By Michael Vermette

I’ve been in love with the desert since 
I was a kid. I grew up in San Bernardino 
and spent a lot of time exploring the 
Mojave and 
Sonoran deserts. 
After many years 
away, I’m again 
spending time 
exploring the desert 
back-country and 
seeing first-hand 
the evidence of the 
people, places, and 
events that took 
place when the 
desert was a true 
frontier. Whenever 
I run across an old 
cabin, I have the 
same questions. 
Who lived there 
and what was 
their story? What 
was their life like in such an isolated 
environment? While we can still find 
evidence of their existence, their stories 
are fading over time. Knowing the 
history of what I’m seeing has always 
made my explorations more enjoyable. I 
love to talk to the “old timers” about the 
desert but they’re also getting harder and 
harder to find nowadays.

One of my favorite resources for 
planning my wanderings is “The Desert 
Magazine.” If you’re interested in desert 
history, Desert Magazine will give you 
hours of enjoyment and allow you to 
better understand the rich history of our 
local deserts. You will conclude, as I 
have, that we’re lucky to live in this part 
of the world where rugged individualists 
paved the way for our modern Western 
spirit. I’m sure many of you have either 
heard of Desert Magazine or have even 
read issues and articles. I’ll attempt here 
to pass on some additional info to those 
people and perhaps introduce some new 
people to a great resource for desert 

history. 
In 1937, a man named Randall 

Henderson started up a modest little 
magazine 
that was 
simply named 
“The Desert 
Magazine.” 
The magazine 
contained 
articles about 
the deserts in 
California, 
Arizona, and 
Nevada written 

by people who 
experienced 
much of the 
history first 
hand and who 
clearly loved 
the beauty and 
serenity of the 
desert.

In the first 
issue published 
in November 
1937, 
Henderson 
wrote an 
editorial titled 
“There Are 
Two Deserts.” 
This editorial 
set the tone 
for the many issues to follow. He said 
of the two deserts that “One is a grim 
desolate wasteland. It is the home of 
venomous reptiles and stinging insets, or 
vicious thorn-covered plants and trees, 

and unbearable heat. This is the desert 
seen by the stranger speeding along the 
highway, impatient to be out of ‘this 
damnable country’.” He also wrote “The 
other desert -- the real desert -- is not for 
the eyes of the superficial observer, or 
the fearful soul or the cynic. It is a land, 
the character of which is hidden except 
to those who come with friendliness 
and understanding.” From the tone of 
Henderson’s writing, you can see that he 
loved the desert and for this reason he 
was able to attract hundreds of authors 
who shared his understanding of the 
beauty to be found there. 

If you aren’t 
already familiar with 
Desert Magazine, 
here are a couple 
of ways to find all 
534 issues published 
between 1937 and 
1985:

http://
desertmagazine.com

This website is 
apparently a labor 
of love dedicated 
to preserving the 
history of Desert 
Magazine. The clean 
and organized format 
allows you to read 
selected articles from 
various issues and 
to download copies 
of both single issues 
and annual archives 
from 1937-1985. 
There is no charge 
for downloading 
issues or archives 
and the website is 

free of ads or commercial banners. If 
you enjoyed it or found it useful, use the 
‘Contact’ tab to let the author know his 
work is appreciated.

http://www.swdeserts.com 

http://desertmagazine.com
http://desertmagazine.com
http://www.swdeserts.com


This website is a loyalist’s attempt 
to preserve and continue the legacy of 
Desert Magazine in the form of “The 
Desert Magazine of the Southwest.”  
It contains archived issues in convenient 
“flipbook” format. Unfortunately, 
the issues cannot be 
downloaded but it is 
a great place to read 
selected issues and 
browse their indexes. 
You can purchase 
a set of two DVDs 
containing all 534 
issues in PDF format.

The spirit of Desert 
Magazine lives on. 
A writer by the name 
of John Grasson 
has published a new 
magazine titled “Dezert 
Magazine” (note the ‘z’ 
in the spelling) at http://dezertmagazine.
com styled much like the original 
magazine and containing updated 
information of interest to all desert 
explorers. And yes, some of you may 
have noticed that the Desert Explorers 
Newsletter is also carrying on the spirit! 

As to the original Desert Magazine, 
Randall Henderson continued on as 
publisher until 1958. You may have 
heard his name before as he played 
an important role in establishing 
Joshua Tree National Monument 
(now Joshua Tree National Park). 
Henderson graduated from USC in 
1911 and initially worked as a sports 
reporter for the LA Times in college. 
He died in 1970, 12 years after selling 
Desert Magazine. The magazine was 
subsequently sold two more times. 

Desert Magazine’s headquarters 
started out in El Centro, CA in 1937 
but moved to Palm Desert in 1948. 
It continued to publish during WWII 
when the Army, represented by General 
George S. Patton, established the Desert 
Training Center. The center, needed to 
train the U.S. Army for the expected 
invasion of North Africa, covered 18,000 
square miles of the Mojave and Sonoran 

deserts. Over 1.2 million men were 
trained at the Desert Training Center 
between 1942 and 1944. Many of the 
men trained there eventually moved to 
Southern California after the war and 
became readers of the magazine. 

There is something for everyone in 
Desert Magazine. The writers, fellow 
explorers, and original ‘desert rats’ 
wrote stories about the indigenous 
people, miners, residents, artists, mineral 

collectors, plants, animals, and geology 
of the desert. Their tales often give us a 
glimpse of the human story behind the 
book history of the Southwest. You may 
also enjoy reading the advertisements 
that reflect the culture and technology of 
the era. 

As you read through the issues, you’ll 
find that during the final years in the 
1980’s, publication became spotty and 
the magazine struggled to stay alive. The 
magazine was published monthly until 
1979, then with occasional gaps in issues 
until 1982, and then only sporadically 
thereafter until it finally went out of 
business in 1985. Attempts were made 
to re-start the magazine, but none lasted 
very long. You’ll find archived copies 
of “American Desert Magazine”, one 
of the several follow-on attempts, on 

several websites. While 
the enormous popularity 
and authenticity of Desert 
Magazine led to attempts 
to copy the format, none 
fully captured the spirit and 
authenticity of the desert 
found in the original.

In the last couple of 
years, I’ve used stories and 
articles in Desert Magazine 
to plan trips to local areas. 
The maps accompanying 
the article can give you 
an area and using Google 
Earth will likely pinpoint 
the location. Just knowing 
what was there in the 
early days can lead you to 
some great locations that 
may now only be ruins 
or rusted remnants. Some 
of the places talked about 
in the magazine are now 
in Wilderness Areas and 
are no longer accessible 
by vehicle. On the plus 

side, those places are often more intact 
and they can still be accessed by hiking 
trails or walking old abandoned roads. 
Knowing the history of a place before I 
visit makes it all the more enjoyable and 
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http://dezertmagazine.com
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fun to talk about around the campfire. 
One of my favorite stories in the 

magazine is about “Pegleg Pete”, who 
supposedly found a very rich gold 
nugget field somewhere in the Chocolate 
Mountains. The story goes that the 
nuggets he found had a very distinctive 
color, having gained a ‘desert varnish’ 
from laying on the surface. Many have 
looked for Pegleg’s gold but it was never 
reported found. In 1965, the editor of 
Desert Magazine received a package 

with some gold nuggets from a man who 
claimed to have found Pegleg’s gold. 
The nuggets sent to the editor matched 
the story of Peg Leg’s ‘black’ nuggets. 
The mystery discoverer corresponded 
several times with the publisher, but 
his identity was never discovered. This 
fascinating story is contained in several 
issues of Desert Magazine starting in 
March 1965. The story was told again 
most recently at DesertUSA and can be 
found at https://www.desertusa.com/

desert-prospecting/pegleg.html 
I have a theory that every civilization 

needs a ‘frontier’, or place where rugged 
individualists and genuinely independent 
folks can go who just don’t fit in 
elsewhere. We don’t really have that 
kind of frontier any more but perhaps 
space exploration will provide one for 
future generations. In the meantime, I’ll 
just go wander around desert landscapes 
and breathe a bit easier.

    ~ Michael

There will be a trip to the Trona 
Pinnacles at the Rondy. The “Pinnacles” are 
the ancient China Lake bottom features left 
over from the past Ice Age. The geological 
term is “tufa column.” The trip will be 
approximately a half day. The pinnacles are 
similar to the formations at Mono Lake. The 
former lake levels are visible as terraces 
alone the shore line. The valley was formed 
by the Ice Age and is the course of the 
Owens River. 

Meet at the fairgrounds at Sage Hall at 
10:00 a.m. Bring: 
  • Lunch: Water, at least two liters per 

person. 

  •  Essentials such as sun screen, toilet 
paper, back pack, camera, hat, sun 
glasses, etc.

   • Hiking stick with rubber tip, no  
trekking poles with metal ends. 

   • Hiking Boots

   • Lunch and snacks. 

   • Full tank of gas

The road to the pinnacles is 21 miles from 
Ridgecrest and the road is a 58 mile loop including 
even surface dirt road. Four wheel drive may be 
required along parts of the road. If time permits we 
may be able to visit the nearby Trona museum. 

  • https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trona_Pinnacles

  • https://www.blm.gov/visit/trona-pinnacles

  • https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g33190-d2263403-Reviews-Trona_P

Trona Pinnacles DE Rendezvous Trip
Leaders: Jerry & Dolly Dupree

Photos by Bob Wick, BLM

https://www.desertusa.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trona_Pinnacles
https://www.blm.gov/visit/trona-pinnacles
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_


Last month our Lost puzzle location 
was the Pumpkin Patch near Anza 
Borrego State Park. Our winners are 
Jay Lawrence, Ken Eltrich, Danny Siler, 
Jean Roode, Leonard Friedman, Ken 
Hemkin, and Terry Ogden.

What are They?
Undoubtedly, you are going to walk 

through the Pumpkin Patch and wonder, 
what the heck are these things or how 
did these rocks end up 
this way? Geologists 
call these types of 
rocks “concretions.”

Concretions 
form much the same 
way a pearl forms 
inside an oyster. The 
“pumpkins” hold 
their form together 
beginning with loose 
sand that is wet and 
close to the ingredients 
of concrete – hence the 
name concretion.

The formation 
process begins with a 
small object. This can 
simply be a piece of 

a shell, a rock or even an insect. As the 
wind blows wet sand against the object, 
it sticks and is cemented together. When 
the water evaporates, the sand becomes 
hardened around the object. When the 
next wind and rain event comes along, 
the wet sand builds another layer around 
the object. Eventually, blowing sand 
erodes them and shapes them into the 
big round balls you see today.
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? The Pumpkin Patch

Lost: Where am I?Lost: Where am I?

Obviously, this 
small one-acre place 
contained all the 
right ingredients and 
processes for these 
pumpkins to form. 
Although there are 
other concretions 
found around 
the world, this is 
probably the best 
example of a group 
of concretions that 
have been formed 
into numerous large 
balls, now known as 
the Pumpkin Patch. 
~Bob P

You may not 
believe it, but Bob is 
lost again. Send your 
guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at 

bopeltzman@gmail.com with the word 
“lost” in the subject. He will publish the 
names of winners along with a his hearty 
thanks and a new Lost puzzle for the 
month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com


2018 Annual DE Rendezvous
Fri-Sun, April 6-8, 2018

We’ll have inbound and outbound 
trips, local trips Saturday and Sunday, 
great food and great people. Look for 
more details plus a registration form in 
this and future newsletters. Don’t wait to 
sign up. This is going to be a good one!

•Rondy Inbound Trip•
 Boron to Randsburg

Friday, April 6, 2018
Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud

We will meet in front of the Boron 
20 Mule Team Museum Friday morning, 
April 6, 2018. Our departure time from 
the museum is 11 a.m. We encourage you 
to visit the museum (in Boron) and/or the 
Borax Visitor Center (northwest of Boron) 
before 11 a.m., when we depart. The Borax 
visitor center opens at 9 a.m. and the 
museum opens at 10 a.m.. 

Our backroad route north will take us 
through what we believe may be the early 
borax strikes near Saddleback Hill, past an 
abandoned USAF radio site, Castle Butte 
Well, Galileo Hill and the Blackhawk Mine 
ruins. We will travel briefly on the old 20 
Mule Team route, ending our journey in 
Randsburg. 

Please let us know if you intend to join 
us, as Sue is trying to get us into the illusive 
Boron Space Museum. 

This trip is totally exploratory so some 
backing up may be necessary. 4x4 required 
with working CB (channel 13). This trip is 
full. Anyone who hasn’t already signed up 
and really wants to go should contact us 
via email and we will keep a waiting list. 
Better yet, they should sign up for Jacoby’s 
Coso Mountains Tour ASAP if it is not 
already full...

•Rondy Inbound Trip• 
Coso Mountains Tour

Friday, April 6, 2018
Leader: Bob Jacoby

We will meet at 10:30 a.m. at the 
intersection of Hwy 395 and Cinder Road 
right by Red Mountain.  (This is just north 
of Little Lake.)   We likely will take a brief 
hike to the interesting Fossil Falls and then 
visit the dirt roads traversing the pumice 
filled Coso Mountain range. Included, on 
this route will be a steep descent to the Jack 
Henry mine as well as a visit to a pumice 
mining quarry. Most of the trip is easy but 
there are some very steep areas where high 
clearance and even four wheel drive may 
be necessary. We will return to Hwy 395 
near the Haiwee Reservoir and proceed 
the relatively short distance south back to 
Ridgecrest.  If you intend to go on this trip, 
please notify Bob Jacoby in advance by 
email or by telephone as it is possible the 
meeting time might change. 

•Rondy Trip• 
Cow Heaven, Sage and 

Horse Canyon
Saturday April 7, 2018
Leaders: Bill Powell  

and Bob Jacoby 
This scenic trip will begin at the 

Ridgecrest Fairgrounds Rondy site 
and head west into three little known 
canyons in the eastern flank of the Sierra 
Nevada. The wildflower show should 
be spectacular as we visit each of these 
three canyons on very interesting roads 
requiring high clearance and potentially 
four wheel drive. For more information 
on this trip, contact Bob Jacoby in 
advance or you can sign up for the trip at 
the Rondy.
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Calendar of Upcoming 
Trips & Events

Schedule of 
Rondy Activities
Friday April 6

10:30   Coso Mountain Trip  
led by Bill Powell

11:00  Boron to Randsburg trip led 
by Bob and Sue Jaussaud

5:00   Happy Hour (Sage Hall)

6:00   Potluck Dinner (Sage Hall)

7:00  Silent Auction begins  
(Sage Hall)

Saturday April 7

9:00   Trip to Sierra Canyons  
led by Bob Jacoby and  
Bill Powell

10:00  Tour of Trona Pinnacles  
led by Gerry Dupree

5:00  Saturday Happy Hour

6:00  Catered BBQ Dinner

7:00  Presentation by Sandy 
Rogers on the Archaeology 
and Rock Art of the Coso 
Region

8:30  Silent Auction Closes

Sunday April 8

6:30   Petroglyph Tour begins 
(Maturango Museum).  
This trip is sold out.

9:00  Outbound tour of El Paso 
Mountains led by  
Nelson Miller

9:30   Outbound Tour of  
Red Rocks Canyon area led 
by Jay Lawrence
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•Rondy Trip• 
Tour of the Trona Pinnacles

Saturday April 7, 2018
Leaders: Jerry & Dolly Dupree

This will be a dirt road tour of the 
Trona Pinnacles about 20 miles east 
of Ridgecrest. The Pinnacles are large 
tufa formations left over from the last 
ice age. They are most unusual and are 
one of the most unique attractions in the 
Mojave Desert. For more information on 
this trip contact Jerry Dupree in advance 
or you can sign up for the trip at the 
Rondy. Also, check out the article in 
this newsletter on page 9.

•Rondy Outbound Trip• 
East El Paso Mountains

Sunday April 8, 2018
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet just outside the camp area 
entrance at the Desert Empire 
Fairgrounds at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday. 
We will explore the eastern El Paso 
Mountains, visiting the “Little Grass 
Shack”, petroglyph sites, and large 
(20’ diameter), rock circles. We will 
proceed along Mesquite Springs Road, 
also visit a miner’s cabin and Holland 
Camp (a 1920’s mining camp) and end 
at Garlock, an early 1900’s ghost town 
and mill site.

•Rondy Outbound Trip• 
Red Rock Canyon State Park

Sunday April 8, 2018
Leader: Jay Lawrence

We will meet at the Desert Empire 
Fairgrounds at 9:30 a.m. and head west 
and south to enter the area of Red Rock 
Canyon State Park. This scenic tour 
will include both the East Side and the 
West Side of the park. We are expecting 
some interesting and beautiful geology 
as well as some kind of wildflower 
show. The route will be easy to moderate 
with high clearance essential. For more 
information on this trip contact Jay 
Lawrence in advance or sign up for the 
trip at the Rondy.

Hastings Cutoff Expedition
Mon-Wed, July 9-11, 2018

Join Bob Jacoby and Bill Powell for 
an exploration of the infamous Hastings 
Cutoff of the California Trail. We will 
rendezvous outside Wendover, UT on 
July 9th for a three day trip through the 
back country of Eastern Nevada. The 
off-road distance is approximately 250 
miles. We will be going over several 
passes and the altitude will be between 
4000 and 6000 ft. We will have the option 
of staying overnight in Wells, NV the 
first night or camping at a Forest Service 
campground. The second night we intend 
to camp at a county recreation area. We 
will be able to gas up in Wells after the 
first hundred miles. Fuel is available 
about 20 miles from the second overnight 
stop if needed. The route conditions vary 
from pavement to near bush whacking. 
Some areas may be muddy depending on 
weather. One of the passes goes through 
a juniper forest where clearance can be 
tight. Four wheel drive will be mandatory. 
Expect to see lots of wildlife. While 
pre-running the route, Bill encountered 
numerous elk, antelope, wild horses, and 
golden eagles. There will be opportunities 
for soaking in natural hot springs as well. 
Contact Bill at 1221102@gmail.com 
or (541) 908-0826 for more info. GPS 
waypoints are available.

In the Planning Stages 

 • Route 66 – Spring 2018 Jacoby 
3-4 days New Mexico border to 
Victorville, 4WD original alignments 
of Route 66

 • Tour of Death Valley - Early 2018 
Emmett Harder & Matt Jones

 • Butte Valley Area - Early 2018 
Emmett Harder. Death Valley.

  • Southern end of Sequoia trip, third 
weekend in August

Leader contact information is also 
listed on the Trip Leader List on the  
last page of this newsletter.

We have a new face  
in our tribe!  

Hope to see you  
out in the desert  

with us soon.  
Welcome!

David Rehrer  
Apple Valley, CA 

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Mikkel Hansen Lake Forest NR6E
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Cypress KQ1S
Julie Smith Cypress KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM

mailto:1221102@gmail.com
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Attending: Jean & Sunny Hansen, Jerry 
& Dolly Dupree, Dave Burdick, Emmett 
& Ruth Harder, Allan & Ding Wicker, 
Neal & Marian Johns, Terry Ogden, 
Daniel Dick & Bobby Sanchez, Bill & 
Julie Smith, Jay Lawrence, Bob Jacoby.

Meeting Opened 11:35 a.m.

Previous minutes Approved.

Regrets Deb & Steve Marschke, Nelson 
Miller, Bill Neill

Treasurer As of the meeting we have 
95 active memberships. Museum dues 
will be able to be paid at the same time 
as DE dues soon. We have seven new 
memberships since December 16. New 
subscribers are coming in through our 
website and subscribing online. Current 
treasury $5,291.56, with website 
renewal and Rondy expenses pending. 

Newsletter Going well, attaboys and 
compliments offered. Suggested running 
a bunch of DE business cards with just 
the logo and web address and giving 
out a bunch to each member to have 
on hand when talking to new people 

about DE. Will also check out a new run 
of bumper stickers. Report back next 
meeting.

Rondy Two inbound trips, Jacoby in the 
Cosos with Bill Powell, Bob Jaussaud 
Boron to Randsburg. Potluck Friday 
night with Bill Powell presentation 
teaser for the Hastings Cutoff trip. Two 
Saturday trips, Jerry Dupree to Trona 
Pinnacles, Bob Jacoby to the Sierras. 
Catered dinner with speaker Dr. Sandy 
Rogers on China Lake petroglyphs. 
Sunday trips: Nelson to the El Pasos, 
Jay to Red Rocks. NO ALCOHOL at 
Rondy site. 

Website Deb reports no problem in the 
last six months, no cyber attacks. Up to 
date through February, archives have 
all of 2017 newsletters. There is now a 
linked photo memorial for Jerry Harada 
& Coop Cooper. Big Thanks to Crazy 
Suzy for all her work! Ham operator 
page is updated. All of Neal Johns 
hidden past is posted. The domain is 
renewed and current. Big Thanks to our 
WebGoddess Deb Miller Marschke!

Subscriber Guide Tabled. Updating 
the Guide has been on the back burner 
but we will endeavor to have it whipped 
into shape soonish.

Museum Work party was a grand 
success and greatly appreciated by Pat 
and the Museum crew. Also noted was 
how good the museum newsletter is 
looking these days. Good work!

Trips Post Rondy: 

 • Hastings Cutoff - will require high 
clearance 4WD

 • Late summer - Nelson Miller 
Sequoia Groves 2-3 day trip

 • Route 66 - Bob Jacoby to lead 66 
across Arizona and California.

New Business 

 • Bill Neill sent excellent grapefruit! 
Pick up a couple.

 • Christmas party date December 15

Next meeting May 12th at Ding & Allan 
Wicker’s home.

Desert Explorers Meeting Minutes March 3rd, 2018



14 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 263 apRil 2018

Directions to Ding & Allan’s Home
In Claremont from the I-10 go north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past 

Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the median (counting from 
Foothill) turn left into the entrance to Griswold’s townhomes. You 
will see a set of three gates connected to an ivy-covered wall and tile-
roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the closest exit is Towne Ave. Then 
south (right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline and go west 
on Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). Approach the 
northern-most gate at the entrance. Stop there, and at the keyboard 
punch 037. (There is a directory.) That will ring Allan’s phone, and he 
will answer and open the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it turning right immediately. 
Then follow the street until the first left opportunity. Turn left and 
again left at the next opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. Park in 
any available parking area-not along the curb. The 1430 on the side 
of the house should be visible from the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow the sidewalk to the house 
entrance. Desperation calls for assistance (909) 445-0082.

Desert  
Explorers  

May  
Meeting
Saturday  
May 12th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home
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Management Plan for Developed Water Sources and 
Environmental Assessment, Mojave National Preserve 
 
BARSTOW—The National Park Service has prepared a Management Plan for Developed Water 
Sources and Environmental Assessment for Mojave National Preserve.  The Plan and EA is 
available for review and comment for the next 30 days. 
 
This Plan and EA evaluates a range of alternatives for water resources management in Mojave 
National Preserve (Preserve). Three action alternatives are analyzed and compared to current 
management practices, referred to in the Plan and EA as No Action. The action alternatives 
examine three approaches to managing existing and potential water developments, also known 
as guzzlers.  Each involves a trade-off in terms of the number of guzzlers managed in wilderness 
versus the amount of desert bighorn sheep habitat that is conserved. Alternative 2 minimizes 
guzzlers in wilderness, but would involve some habitat loss; Alternative 3 reduces the number of 
guzzlers in wilderness while achieving modest habitat increases to support native species 
conservation; and Alternative 4 emphasizes the use of guzzlers to augment native wildlife 
habitat, and therefore retains the most guzzlers. Alternative 3 is also the Preferred Alternative. 
 
The National Park Service welcomes comments that will inform its selection of an alternative to 
implement and guide future management actions in Mojave National Preserve.  The document 
is available online at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/moja_waterplan_ea; it is also available at 
Mojave National Preserve’s three visitor centers.  Copies of the Plan and EA may be requested 
by contacting Ms. Danette Woo at danette_woo@nps.gov or (760) 252-6107.  
 
Comments on the project will be accepted from March 20 through April 19, 2018. They may be 
submitted online (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/waterplan_ea) or posted.  All comments must be 
received no later than April 26, 2018.  They can be directed to: 

 

Superintendent 
Mojave National Preserve 
ATTENTION: Water Plan & EA-Comments 
2701 Barstow Road 
Barstow, California 92311 

 

-NPS- 
 

About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 

408 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and 

create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  

Release Date: March 20, 2018 
Contact:  Danette Woo, Mojave National Preserve, (760) 252-6107    
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          

Mojave National Preserve News Release 
 

Mojave National Preserve 
2701 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA, 92311  
(760) 252-6101 
www.nps.gov/moja 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/moja_waterplan_ea
mailto:danette_woo@nps.gov
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/waterplan_ea
http://www.nps.gov/moja


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Newsletter Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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