
     Pete and Janet Austin, Rod 
   MacDonald, Tracy Wood, Lindsay 
Wood, BJ Keeling, and several other 
family members and passengers.

 We had barely started when someone 
observed I was losing my gloves, 
which I had carelessly left on top of 
my vehicle when I was putting up my 
antenna, but a couple of people picked 
them up for me. It was chilly to start 
Saturday morning. After that auspicious 
start, we headed east on Old Woman 
Springs Road and north on Camp 
Rock Road. At Anderson Dry Lake, we 
encountered a considerable number of 
very large RV’s camped on the lake. 
We headed east and soon found one 
of the World War II bomb targets that 

Bill Mann had identified in his Guide 
to the Beautiful and Historic Lucerne 
Valley. These bomb targets are 600 feet 
wide, consisting of three concentric 
rings around a center point, with two 
radials at the cardinal points. The center 
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East Ord 
and Fry 

Mountains

We had twelve vehicles and 
over twenty people for our 
visit to Fry Mountain Gold 

Mine with its unique wooden arrastra. 

Fellow explorers included: Bill and Julie 
Smith, Dave Burdick, Peter Browne, 
Therese Holm, Alan and Ding Wicker, 
Bob Peltzman, Michael J. Sugaiz, Bob 
Jacoby, Nan Savage Healy, Mal Roode,  
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point was white rock, about twelve feet 
in diameter. You could still also see 
some of the desert asphalt mix that was 
apparently used to make the rings. It is 
interesting 
to me that 
75 years 
later we can 
still find 
things like 
this, even in 
the Johnson 
Valley 
OHV area 
where this 
is located, 
which has a 
spaghetti of 
motorcycle and ATV tracks everywhere. 
We also found several pieces of heavy 
metal which 
may have been 
some type 
of fragments 
from whatever 
they used 
as practice 
bombs. 
We left the 
fragments in 
the center-
point. 

That 
spaghetti of 
tracks was to sorely test my wayfinding 
skills as we continued. I had carefully 
mapped a route using Google 
Earth. However, it is difficult 
to tell the ATV tracks from 
something that actually resembles 
a road. When we got to one turn I 
had mapped, the route went right 
up the side of a wash, which had 
been further undercut with the 
recent rains. There was no way 
we were going to climb that. So, 
we backtracked a bit and went 
around the hill instead of over it. 
However, I managed to go up the 
wrong wash on the other side and 
eventually wound up within two hundred 
feet of where we had been in December, 

searching for the Fry Mountain Mine. 
Bill Mann’s GPS coordinates were off 
by about 0.40 miles and in December 
about ten of us spent over an hour 

searching the mine. I later found 
the mine and wooden arrastra on 
Google Earth using some hints 
from Bill Lembright, the owner 
of Lucerne Valley Market and the 

person who 
had helped Bill Mann with his book. 

After more backtracking I finally got the 
caravan back into the right wash. We had 

definitely taken the “scenic” route, going 
up and down through several washes 
that were a bit challenging. Then we had 
to backtrack right through them again. 
The right wash was fairly narrow and 
rather rocky, but we eventually made it 
to Fry Mountain Mine. Once there we 
lined up tightly nose to tail in the “Y” 
where we all had to turn around.

The wooden 
arrastra is 
definitely 
unique. It is 
about twelve 
feet in diameter 
and the whole 
thing apparently 
turned on a 
center steel 
post, as there 

were 
washers 
with ball 
bearings 
underneath 
the whole 
assembly. 
You could 
also clearly 
see a 
foundation 
and motor 
mounts 
as well as 
where the 

gearbox would have been. I was not able 
to figure out the purpose of the 
metal pipes projecting from the 
assembly. It sure would be nice 
to have a historic mining expert 
along on these trips! There was 
also another smaller arrastra a 
little higher up the hill. But all 
that was left of it was a half circle 
of smooth stones. We also located 
two inscriptions dated 1911. 
A quarter mile down the wash 
were more concrete foundations, 
perhaps a hopper, or something 
else?

Mal Roode, who had done another 
outstanding job as tail to our caravan, 
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led us back to Camp Rock Road, since 
there was nowhere to get the column 
back in reverse order again. Once back 
to Camp 
Rock Road, 
we headed 
north 
a short 
distance to 
the turn-
off for the 
Grandview 
Mine. This 
is one of 
three mines 
in this 
area on the 
east side 
of East Ord Mountain. All three are 
described in Bill Mann’s book, but the 
Grandview seemed to have the most 
remains. According to Desert Fever: 
An Overview of Mining History of the 
California Desert Conservation Area, 

February 1980, there was a three-stamp 
mill and a black smith shop operating 
here in the early 1930’s. We all gathered 

around one 
of the mill 
foundations 
for a group 
picture, 
although the 
kids were still 
off exploring. 
By this time, 
the clouds 

were rolling in and 
wind had picked 
up and it was 
decidedly chilly! 
There certainly 
was a grand view 

from this mine, with the snow-capped 
San Bernardino Mountains as a back 
drop. All twelve vehicles had jammed 
into the little parking available and Mal 
Roode one again led us out.

Once back to Camp Rock Road, we 
headed for the Maumee Mine, another 
mine described in Bill Mann’s book. I 
was having some difficulty locating the 
right track, but Mal Roode was able to 
locate the mine and track on the topo 
program on his GPS. So, Mal led us up 
to the Maumee Mine, which is on the 

northeast 
side of 
East Ord 
Mountain. 
On the 
way 
back, we 
observed 
some 
Jojoba 
bushes 



and a guzzler 
that had been 
installed 
by Quail 
Forever. I 
expected the 
guzzler to 
be full from 
all the recent 
rains, but 
it was still 
about six 
inches from 
capacity. 

At this 
point, we all headed 
for home and managed 
to leave Lucerne 
Valley before it rained, 
which it did later 
Saturday night.  
          ~ Nelson Miller
Photos: Allan Wicker and 

Janet Austin
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Jay Lawrence did a very nice 
write-up on the Blythe Intaglios in 
the February Newsletter (actually I 
liberated it from Wikipedia - Jay). 
Nelson Miller will be leading a trip 
to the Blythe Intaglios on Sunday, 
March 12 at the Rendezvous. Also to 
be included in Nelson’s trip will be two 
other Intaglios, or geoglyphs, on the 

Arizona side of the Colorado River, 
the fisherman and snake intaglios. 
The Arizona intaglios are thought to 
probably date from the same period as 
the Blythe Intaglios, ranging from 900 
BCE to 1200 CE. These are thought 
to perhaps be attributed to Yuman, or 
Quechan Native American tribes, which 
may also be known as the Mojave, 

which operate the Avi Casino, north 
of Needles. There are reputedly as 
many as 60 of the geoglyphs along the 
lower Colorado River. The Mohavi, or 
Mojave, Twins are another example 
of these geoglyphs. The Twins are 
located just south of Fort Mojave, and 
east of the Avi Casino, overlooking the 
Colorado River.

Arizona Intaglios
By Nelson Miller

NEWS FLASH Email to Goffsgram 
participants.  Hello All. We have 
received the attached note on work by 
Union Pacific RR through the Mojave 
National Preserve and want to share it 
with you. Best,Hugh

GOFFSGRAM 24 Feb 2017
Mojave National Preserve announces 

road closings for railroad track repairs
By Mojave National Preserve staff
Superintendent Todd Suess 

announced that railroad crossings in 
the park will be closed intermittently in 
March so that Union Pacific Railroad 
(UP) can upgrade the tracks.

 The closings will interrupt through 
traffic on Kelbaker, Cedar Canyon 
(Mojave Road), and Ivanpah Roads, and 
the unpaved portion of Cima Road.

Union Pacific expects to complete 
the entire schedule of work over 22 days 
between March 1 and 22. Portions of 
the affected roads will be closed for the 
work between 11 a.m. and 10 p.m. The 
unaffected portions of the roads will 
remain open during the work. 

Message boards on the roads will 
notify drivers about the closings of the 
RR crossings ahead, and barricades will 
be stationed on those portions of the 
roads that must be closed for the work.

Driving through the sections of roads 
where crews are working will not be 
possible.

The daily schedule provided by UP 
for the closings:
Cedar Canyon Road crossing near 
Kelso Cima Road will be closed March 
1 and 5
Kelbaker Road crossing at Kelso Cima 
Road will be closed March 2-5;
Ivanpah Road crossing (9 miles south 
of Nipton Road) will be closed March 
18, 19 and 22.

Park visitors are advised that there 
is currently no access to Death Valley 
Mine by way of the unpaved extension 
of Cima Road east of Kelso Cima Road. 
Crews began rehabilitating the siding 
and track crossing on the Cima Road 
extension on Feb. 21. Access is expected 
to be restored on March 1.

During the closing of Cedar Canyon 
Road (Mojave Road) near Kelso Cima 
Road, access to Kelso Cima Road from 
the east will be available only through 
park roads that connect with Nipton 
Road, I-15 and I-40.

During the closing of the Kelbaker 
Road crossing at Kelso Cima Road in 
Kelso, temporarily interrupting use of 
the park’s north/south routes, drivers 
can use I-15 or U.S. Route 95 to skirt 
the park. Those alternate routes add only 
about 10 minutes to the drive time from 
Palm Springs or Twentynine Palms to 
Las Vegas. The rest of Kelbaker and 
Kelso Cima Roads will remain open 
while UP crews rehabilitate the crossing, 
allowing access for visitors to the park’s 
iconic sites, including the Kelso Dunes, 
the Joshua tree forest at Cima Dome, 
and the Cinder Cone Lava Beds.

The closing of the crossing on 
Ivanpah Road will affect only through 
traffic between I-40 and Nipton Road. 
The rest of Ivanpah Road will remain 
open.



2017 
Rendezvous 

Trips
 Two Day  

Rondy Pre-Trip 
Historical Loop

Thursday, March 9
Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

We’ll meet in Blythe on Thursday 
morning, March 9, at 8 a.m. California 
time.  Please email us if you’d like to go 
with us. usontheriver@gmail.com

Our planned route will take us south 
and across the Colorado River into 
Arizona and through Cibola.  We’ll find 
the Red Cloud Mine Road and follow it 
to Martinez Lake and Yuma.  Our next 
stops will be back on the California side 
of the river and include the “Center of 
the World”, Ogilby, Tumco, Gold Rock 
and Obregon.  Then, we’ll follow part 
of the Barney Oldfield Road toward 
Picacho, stoping at the Graffiti Field 
along the way.  From Picacho, the Indian 
Pass Road will take us west to the Peter 
Kane Water Hole.  Heading northeast on 
the Vinagre Wash Road we’ll explore 
Arrowhead Spring and an old quartz 
mine.  Time allowing, we can follow the 
Old Palo Verde Road to the Bradshaw 
Trail and Wiley’s Well.  Our return 
to Blythe will be through the Mule 
Mountains to see the geoglyphs there. 

A word of warning.  We have not 

pre-run this trip.  It will be exploratory 
and we may need to adjust our itinerary 
as we go.  Serious 4wd vehicles 
with working CBs will be necessary.  
Thursday night camp will be where we 
find it. 

 Inbound Trip 
Bradshaw Trail

Thursday, March 10
Leaders: Jerry & Dolly Dupree

The Bradshaw Trail roughly parallels 
I-10 on the south / opposite side of the 
mountains.  It is named after James 
Bradshaw, who was a member of an 
exploration with John C. Fremont.  
When Gold was discovered along the 
Colorado River in Arizona, a route was 
established from Los Angeles to Arizona 
connecting springs and wells across the 
desert.  Highway 111 in the Coachella 
Valley connecting water sources at Palm 
Springs, Magnesia Falls, Indian Wells, 
Indio, Dos Palmas, and on through to 
Ripley at the Colorado River were the 
original trail route.  There was a ferry 
across the river at Ripley.   

The Bradshaw trail brought miners, 
stage coaches, freight wagons, and some 
outlaws.  There were Indian attacks and 
stage coach robberies preying on gold 
shipments and successful miners.  There 
are several mines in the area.  There are 
some videos of the route on Youtube that 
show the scenery and terrain.  There is 
more information by checking Google 
Bradshaw Trail.  

The first part of the trail parallels the 
boundary of the U.S. Navy bombing 
range, which is plainly marked.  We 
have witnessed bombing in the 
mountains and firebombs at night.  Most 
of the road is smooth, but there are some 
rough spots in the mountain pass that 
require 4WD and high clearance.  

We have driven the trail from the 

Salton Sea to Ripley, which is a long 
trip.  This time we will abbreviate the 
trail by starting in the middle at Red 
Cloud Road and follow Summit Road to 
its intersection with the Bradshaw Trail.  
It roughly follows beside the Eagle 
Mountain Railway.  

We will meet at the Patton Museum 
at Chiriaco Summit at 10:00 a.m. Friday  
and proceed to I-10 to Red Cloud Road, 
then take Summit Road.  We will stop 
along the way for lunch.  Much of the 
route is out of service range for cell 
reception.  I will bring my satellite 
phone.  

Please email gwdupree@aol.com to 
confirm you will be with us, or call my 
cell phone on the day of the trip if you 
can’t find us: 760-413-7852. 

 Inbound Trip 
Mule Mountain 

Intaglios
Friday, March 10

Leader: Nelson Miller
We will depart at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 

March 10, from the Riviera Resort in 
Blythe (where the Rondy is being held) 
for a short trip to the Mule Mountain 
Intaglios, Indian trails, and petroglyphs.

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required. 

Tour of Plumosa 
Range and Castle 
Dome Mountains

Saturday, March 11
Leaders: Bill Powell & Bob Jacoby

This will be a full day of adventure 
across the river in Arizona. We plan 
to head north from Quartzite into the 
Plumosa Range. The scenery in March 
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should be absolutely beautiful as we 
travel several trails including the Four 
Peaks Mountain Trail out of Bouse. 
With time permitting we will do some 
exploring in the Castle Dome Mountains 
west of Quartzite. This area is the “Stone 
Cabin Capitol” of the world!

We will leave the Riviera Resort 
(Rondy Site) at 9:00 and immediately 
head east crossing the river into Arizona. 
The roads will generally be easy but we 
plan on a couple of semi challenging 
climbs. High clearance and four wheel 
drive will be essential.

Geology Tour to 
Whipple Wash

Saturday, March 11
Leader: Bill Neill

A scouting trip is planned for 
February, so details of this trip will be 
in the March newsletter. The Whipple 
Mountains have rare saguaro cactus 
growing naturally in California, plus 
geology so interesting that in 1987, 
geologists attending an annual national 
meeting in Phoenix drove 200 miles to 
see the place.

Kofa National 
Wildlife Refuge 

Tour
Saturday, March 11
Leader: Jay Lawrence

We will leave the Riviera Resort 
(Rondy Site) at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday 
morning and head east across the river 
to Quartzite.  We will then head south 
to the area of KOFA National Wildlife 
Refuge.  We will turn onto to dirt Palm 
Canyon  Road and visit one of only 
two communities of native palms in 
Arizona.  A  steep, but short, hike will 
then provide us with  a good view of the 
palms.  After retracing our steps for a 
short distance we will  follow the scenic 
Queen Canyon Trail to the remains of 
the KOFA Queen Mine.  

Most of the trip will be easy .  
However, short portions will require 
high clearance and four wheel drive.  
To participate on this very scenic trip 
contact Jay Lawrence in advance or  
sign up for the trip at the Rondy on 
Friday night. 

More Intaglios 
& Camp Iron 

Mountain
Sunday, March 12 Outbound

Leader: Nelson Miller
Meet at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday at the 

entrance to Riviera RV Park. This will 
be mostly a road trip with short off-road 
drives to points of interest. Except for the 
Blythe Intaglios, it will be an exploratory 
trip to places I have located on Google 
Earth. Destinations include the Blythe 
Giant figures, the Fisherman and Snake 
intaglios east of Arizona Hwy 95 and then 
to Iron Mountain Divisional Camps from 
the Desert Training Center, which has 
remnants of a giant relief map in a 200 x 
175 foot area that was built by the Army 
Corps of Engineers for Patton. The map 
covered the area from Phoenix to Indio, 
and from Needles to Yuma. Camp Iron 
Mountain is also unique in that is has two 
altars built of a stone – an Episcopalian 
and Catholic one, each on either side of the 
camp. Please sign up at the Rondy. 

Outbound Trip 
Patton’s Cabin

Sunday, March 12 Outbound
Leader: Jerry Dupree

We took this road a few years ago, 
which was one of the reasons I wanted 
to find a group like Desert Explorers.  
We will be leaving from Blythe 
following the Rondy and travel through 
Palen Pass to Highway 177 north of 
Desert Center.  Those wishing to can 
leave by going north to Highway 62, 
or south to I-10.  Patton’s cabin itself is 
not very impressive.  It looks like a two 

car garage made of concrete blocks with 
a shed roof.  One can easily tell that it 
was a military training area and from 
Google Earth still shows faint outlines 
of tracked vehicles and possible artillery 
craters and various explosions.  We were 
by ourselves on a very still day and we 
were amazed at how quiet it was.  It was 
very refreshing to have no sounds at all.  

The road travels through a rough 
mountain pass with a narrow road on 
a hillside.  We came across a serious 
wash out where it could have been easy 
to tumble to the bottom of a canyon.  
We precariously made it across.  I have 
been told that the cliffside road has been 
bypassed to the canyon below.  There is 
a rock house in the pass that may have 
been used by miners.   It was built out of 
flat rocks with no mortar.  Once through 
the mountains at Palen Pass the road 
passes the site of a plane crash or a B-25 
during WWll.  The radial engines remain 
as they were over 70 years ago.  The 
road continues straight and flat down to 
Highway 171.  

Those wishing to accompany 
us, please contact Jerry Dupree at 
gwdupree@aol.com. 

Geology of 
Mecca Hills

Sunday, March 12 Outbound
Leader: Bill Neill

For those returning west on Interstate 
10, this detour to Mecca Hills will 
add about two hours to your drive. 
Using a new guide book published in 
2016, “Roadside Geology of Southern 
California” by Sylvester and Gans, 
we’ll check out features of the San 
Andreas Fault perhaps not recognized 
during previous visits. After driving 
independently from Blythe to Chiriaco 
Summit, we’ll meet by the General 
Patton Memorial Museum, then caravan 
down Box Canyon Road, with stops in 
Box Canyon and Painted Canyon.  After 
conclusion of tour, lunch options will 
be picnic lunch at Painted Canyon or 
restaurants in Mecca, Coachella or Indio.

7 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 250 MaRch 2017

mailto:gwdupree@aol.com


8 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 250 MaRch 2017

Beyond the Rondy
Santa Ana 

Mountains Tour
April 1, 2017

Leader: Bob Jacoby
CB 13 

Due to the the December and 
January rains, the Cleveland National 
Forest folks have closed the Santiago 
Peak Trail until at least mid-January. 
Bob postponed the trip until April 1.

Who says there is no off roading 
in Orange County? Join us for an 
interesting and scenic ridgetop trip 
across the Santa Ana Mountains. We 
will follow the Main Divide Road from 
above Lake Elsinore to Santiago Peak.  

We will then briefly retrace our steps to 
exit the mountains on the spectacular 
Indian Truck Trail.

We are tentatively planning a 
museum stop and a group dinner once  
we get back to the flat lands. This should 
be a very fun day filled with scenery and 
some interesting, moderately difficult 
roads. In fact, most of the trip will be 
easy but there are several very steep 
places where significant erosion has 
occurred. As a result, high clearance and 
four wheel drive will be required. 

An Adventure Pass will also be 
required to go on the trip. This is an 
absolute requirement of the Cleveland 
National Forest.

Email Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.
net if you plan to go on this fun one day 
trip. Specific instructions regarding the 
meeting place will be provided. Thanks.

Sidewinder, 
Stoddard and 

West Ord 
Mountains

Saturday April 22, 2017
Leader: Nelson Miller 

This is a re-scheduled trip from 
January 21 that I had to cancel due 
to illness.  Meet in front of Walmart 
(20251 State Highway 18 – Happy 
Trails Highway, Apple Valley, CA), 
next to McDonalds at 9:15 a.m.  There 
are dinosaurs to see in the desert!  We 
will visit dinosaurs, Fairview Dry Lake, 
see a guzzler, mines, and springs, not 
to mention interesting scenery, and 
hopefully a great desert floral display, 
as we explore the area north of Apple 
Valley.

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required.

Directions to Neal & Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and 

proceed uphill, Northwest into the 
mountains following Lytle Creek 
Wash. 

You will pass the Valero gas 
station (on your left) and shortly 
continue through a stoplight. 

Go six and one fourth miles, 
passing the Ranger Station and two 
stores on the right and our two story 
house is on the left behind a black 
iron fence directly across the street 
from the white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley 
Vista, you have gone 100 feet too 
far. Several friendly dogs will greet 
you but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance:  
(909) 887-1549.

Desert 
Explorers  

April Meeting
Saturday, 
April 15th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Marian & Neal Johns’ Home



Coyotes are a very interesting animal 
and they inhabit 49 states. Their Latin 
name is Canis Latrans, which means 
singing dog. Their yips and howls can 
be heard at any time and is probably 
how they locate each other. They were 
only living west of the Mississippi River 
until bridges were built. They are even 
found in New York City. They are very 
adaptable and can live in the driest 
and hottest desert, and now are living 
in Alaska as well. The average coyote 
weighs about 28 pounds, although large 
males in southern California can weigh 
as much as 40 pounds. The world record 
coyote was taken in Caddo County, 
Oklahoma, and weighed 74 pounds. 

Coyotes will eat about anything 
a dog will eat, which is just about 
everything. They are opportunists 
and will often specialize with a 
preference for fruits, avocados, 
cantaloups, rodents, birds, 
carrion, eggs, or insects. They 
are not territorial and have been 
captured and tagged, and found 
as far as a hundred miles away. 
Each year they begin to pair up 
in January and hunt together and 
build a den. They mate in March 
and have a gestation period about 63 
days, which is similar to a dog. Their 
litter size is dependent on food supply. 
In lean years they have fewer pups. 
Litter sizes usually vary from three to 
as many as 13 pups. The pups are born 
in May and the male will stay and hunt 
for the family but does not enter the den. 
He leaves food outside. Soon after the 
pups are weaned the male will leave and 
find another mate for the next season. 
My wife and I were out in the desert and 
followed a trail with tiny footprints. It 
ended at a den with baby coyotes in it. 
They looked about four to five weeks 
old. 

Coyotes feet are small compared 
to a dog of the same size. They will 

hunt using all of their senses: they 
listen, smell, or see their prey and will 
circle for a higher or better look or for 
favorable wind conditions. They are not 
exclusively nocturnal and can be seen 
any time of day or night, however most 
frequently at dusk or sunrise. Coyotes 
can be solitary or live and hunt as a 
pack. I have followed their tracks in 

a straight line on dirt roads. They are 
looking down the road to see what might 
cross it and then intercept what may be a 
juicy jack rabbit dinner. 

In areas where people have attempted 
to eliminate coyotes by hunting, locating 
dens and killing them, poison, trapping, 
or other means, the natural food supply 
increases, thereby drawing coyotes from 
surrounding areas. The distribution 
provides a wide gene pool and there 
is a large variety of color, size, and 
behaviors. Most coyotes are brown, 
gray, or yellow. Some have reddish 
faces and legs similar to a fox. I recently 
observed a red coyote with a pattern 
similar to a fox. 

Coyotes are very clean and most 

are free of ticks and fleas. I have seen 
very few unhealthy ones. There has 
only been one confirmed case of rabies 
among coyotes in California. There have 
been very few cases of coyote attacks 
against humans, which are usually small 
children. Any predatory animal is afraid 
of humans. If they become injured, 
they can’t hunt and are no longer 
competitive in the food chain. The only 
human fatality on record was a woman 
in Canada. I don’t know the specifics 
of how the attack occurred, or what 
perpetrated it. The woman may have 
tripped and fallen while trying to escape. 
Coyotes do and will catch cats and 
small dogs. They have actually attacked 
small dogs while on leashes. They avoid 

humans, especially if you 
yell at them, pick up a rock 
or stick, or run towards them 
rather than running away. 

Coyote populations have 
increased with the eradication 
of wolves, which were its only 
competitor. Some coyotes 
will walk across a sheep 
pasture and not be interested 
in them. Some will catch and 
kill one and return several 

times to feed on its carcass. There are 
other coyotes that will kill several sheep 
and not eat any of them. Coyotes are 
present in human populations. People 
have encroached into their domain and 
humans bring food and leave tasty treats 
for them. We are not alone. Coyotes will 
watch cattle, sheep, or other animals 
giving birth. Their target is the placenta. 

There are coyotes that have been 
trapped and lost one or more legs 
and have healed and survived. I have 
photographs of a coyote with one eye. 
The more I learn about wildlife that 
live in the desert, the more I become 
interested.  ~ Jerry
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Coyotes by Jerry Dupree



Wildflower 
Updates

www.desertusa.com/
wildflo/wildupdates.htmlThere are a few things to talk about 

this month, but I think the first 
thing to discuss is our sadness 

over the death of Marta Becket. I think 
all of us have heard of her and maybe 
the majority of us saw her perform live 
and perhaps even met her. The quick 
version of her remarkable story is that 
until 1967 she was a New York ballerina 
and Broadway dancer.  She also learned 
to become a very talented painter and 
model.  Marta developed a one woman 
show and took it on the road with 
her husband. It was one of those road 
trips when she discovered what would 
become the Amargosa Opera House at 
Death Valley Junction. 

Marta and her husband renovated the 
old minter’s hall and related buildings, 
including a hotel that had been erected 
in the 1920s by Pacific Coast Borax. 
When the work was complete, Marta 
started performing regularly at what 
became the Amargosa Opera House. 
Things apparently got off to a slow 
start and we have been told that for 
some performances the room was 
empty. However, word got out what 
a wonderfully unique experience it 
was to see her perform. The result was 
considerable success over the years. 

One of the key attractions, other than 
her dancing, was the paintings she made 
on the walls. These paintings illustrated 
an audience that was always there. It 
included Renaissance royalty, nuns and 
monks, clowns and jesters, etc. The 
paintings were, indeed part of the show. 

Unfortunately, I never got to see 

Marta perform in person. However, I 
do remember seeing her on television 
in the late 1960s. She was a regular 
on several television talk and variety 
programs. In particular, I saw her dance 
on the nationally syndicated Les Crane 
Show from New York. This was just 
before her trip west and her discovery 
of Death Valley Junction. 

The Amargosa Opera House still 
stands in Death Valley Junction and it has 
become an important historical landmark 
for the Death Valley area.  The legacy of 
Marta Becket will always be there.

The second topic I want to briefly 
discuss is the upcoming Rendezvous in 
Blythe (March 10-12). A tremendous 
amount of planning has gone into this 
event by many individuals, including 
our great trip leaders. It should be an 
outstanding three days and it is always 
the highpoint of the year for our club. 
If you haven’t registered yet, it may not 
be too late. Please get the form to me as 
soon as possible. I am hoping that this 
can be our best Rondy ever!

The final topic for this month’s 
President’s Corner is an exciting 
announcement that we have found a 
volunteer for the vacant Treasurer’s 
position. Bill Smith has agreed to 
assume the Treasurer’s duties after the 
Rondy is over. This automatically makes 
Bill a big hero and it will make a big 
difference for the club and from my 
personal standpoint. I stated at the last 
DE business meeting that we needed 
to have a division of responsibilities 
between the two functions I have been 
performing (Treasurer and President) and 
that it might be appropriate for me to step 
down as President after having served 
for close to three years.  However, since 
we will now have an excellent volunteer 
for Treasurer, I am willing to stay on as 
President. We can discuss and vote on all 
of this at the next DE Business Meeting 
on April 15th. ~ Bob

2017 DE Rendezvous Trips
Thursday March 9 

	 n	 Inbound trip leaving Blythe  
in the morning.  
Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud.

Friday March 10 
	 n	 Inbound Tour of Bradshaw Trail. 

Leader: Jerry Dupree.

	 n	 Tour of Mule Mountains.  
Leader: Nelson Miller.

Saturday March 11
	 n	 Tour of Plumose Range and Castle 

Dome Mountains.  
Leader: Bill Powell.

	 n	 Geology Tour of Whipple Mountains.  
Leader: Bill Neill.

	 n	 Tour of Queen Canyon in Kofa 
Wildlife Refuge.  
Leader: Jay Lawrence.

Sunday March 12
	 n	 Outbound Tour of Intaglios and 

Camp Iron Mountain.  
Leader: Nelson Miller

	 n	 Geology Tour of Mecca Hills.  
Leader: Bill Neill.

	 n	 Sunday March 13 - Tour of Patton 
Pass area. Leader: Jerry Dupree.

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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Desert Explorers at Large
Julie Smith reports in this month on 
the legendary Wyatt Earp – Wyatt 
Earp did some mining in the Mojave 
among many other pursuits in his 
life.  The man on the right is his great 
grand nephew and is also named 
Wyatt Earp.  He lives in Arizona and 
travels around portraying his famous 
family member.  I took this picture 
of him at Cowboy Days in Sedona, 
Arizona a few years ago.

Mal & Jean Roode We love 
watching the birds! Gold 
Finch and House Finch.  
Sign by  
Jerry Dupree.

Daniel Dick 
contributed 
this shining 
example of 
questionable 
trail 
decisions...



February’s Mystery Spot: Mesquite 
Flat Sand Dunes, Death Valley, CA

This was a little tricky in that 
everyone knew they were sand dunes 
but there are a lot of dunes in the desert 
so only Randy Matthews and one or 
two others correctly pin-pointed exactly 
which dunes they were or got pretty 
darn close. Correct guessers and triers: 
Allan Schoenherr. Leonard Friedman, 
Malcolm Roode, Randy Matthews, 
Nelson Miller.

Mesquite Flat Dunes These dunes 
are the best known and easiest to visit 
in the national park. Located in central 
Death Valley near Stovepipe Wells, 
access is from Hwy. 190 or from the 
unpaved Sand Dunes Road. Although the 

highest dune rises only about 100 feet, 
the dunes actually cover a vast area. 
This dune field includes three types of 
dunes: crescent, linear, and star shaped. 
Polygon-cracked clay of an ancient 
lakebed forms the floor. Mesquite trees 
have created large hummocks that 
provide stable habitats for wildlife.

Many first time visitors to Death Valley 
are surprised it is not covered with a sea of 
sand. Less than one percent of the desert 
is covered with dunes, yet the shadowed 
ripples and stark, graceful curves define 
“desert” in our imaginations.

For dunes to exist there must be 
a source of sand, prevailing winds to 
move the sand, and a place for the sand 
to collect. The eroded canyons and 

washes provide plenty of sand, the wind 
seems to always blow (especially in the 
springtime), but there are only a few areas 
in the park where the sand is “trapped” 
by geographic features such as mountains.

The sand dunes of Death Valley 
National Park are excellent places for 
nature study and recreation. All of the 
dunes in Death Valley National Park are 
protected as wilderness, off-road vehicle 
travel is not permitted anywhere in the 
park. Sand boarding is only allowed on 
the Mesquite Flat Dunes and prohibited 
on all other dune systems in the park to 
protect sensitive plants and animals. BTW, 
March picture is used with permission. 

   — Bob

Well here’s a surprise... Bob is lost 
again. Apparently when he is found 
he doesn’t stay found long. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.com with the word 
“lost” in the subject and he will publish 
the names of people who correctly guess 
the location along with a new Lost 
puzzle to publish in the next newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Lost: Where am I?

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 
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Attending: Daniel Dick & Bobbie 
Sanchez, Jerry & Dolly Dupree, Emmett 
& Ruth Harder, Nan Savage Healy, Bob 
Jacoby, Steve Jarvis & Kate Fosselman, 
Neal & Marian Johns, Nelson Miller, 
Terry & Eileen Ogden, Allan & Ding 
Wicker, Jay Lawrence. 

Meeting Opened 11:45 a.m.

Previous minutes: Approved.

Regrets Sunny & Jean Hansen, Mal & 
Jean Roode, Debbie Miller-Marschke & 
Steve Marschke

Treasurer Bob Jacoby spoke about the 
need for a new person at the treasurer 
position. Job usually requires only 
6-8 hours per month, ramping up a bit 
around the Rondy each year.

Newsletter Jay will do a page building 
demo after the next meeting so people 
can see how it goes together. Thanks to 
all who sent in articles, photos and trip 
reports. If you would like to help with 
proofing or page makeup, contact Jay 
any time.

Website Deb reported via Bob 
Jacoby that the website is up-to-date 
through January. Crazy Suzy is doing 
maintenance now and it will continue 
to improve. All agreed that the website 
is terrific and speaks well for the Desert 
Explorers. Thanks, Deb!

Subscriber Guide Updating the Guide 
has been on the back burner but we will 
endeavor to have it whipped into shape 
by mid-year.

Museum No significant changes, but 
looking forward to a great wildflower 
season, maybe the best since 2009. 
Ruth & Emmett are connected to the 
wildflower reports and will alert the DE 
with an email blast as news develops. 
Bob Jacoby will contact Alan Schoenherr 
to see if he might lead a trip for us.

News Marta Becket, founder of the 
Amargosa Opera House in Death Valley, 

passed away January 30th at age 92. 
She was a shining light in the desert 
– dancer, choreographer and painter, 
film actor and author. She was one in a 
million and she will be missed.

Rondy BRING CHAIRS! Bob Jaussaud 
will be leading a two-day inbound trip, 
Jerry Dupree a one-day inbound trip 
(half of the Bradshaw Trail), Nelson 
Miller will lead a Friday trip from the 
Rondy site to the Mule Mountains 
intaglios & petroglyphs. There will be 
a potluck Friday night and Alan Heller 
will speak on curiosities of the desert 
with a PowerPoint show. He will bring 
copies of his book also. There will be 
three trips on Saturday. Bill Powell will 
lead a trip in the Plumosa Range, Jay 
Lawrence will head to the Kofa palm 
canyon and the Kofa Queen Canyon, 
and Bill Neill will lead a geology trip. 
Saturday night we’ll have a catered 
dinner from Rebel BBQ and the General 
Manager of the Palo Verde Irrigation 
District (first agency to control the 
Colorado River water) will speak. 
The DE Silent Auction will be held 
in the Rec Room. Sunday we have 
three outbound trips, Jerry Dupree to 
Patton’s Cabin and west toward Desert 
Center, Nelson to the Blythe Intaglios 
(primarily an on-road trip with short 
off-road sections) then on to Camp 
Iron Mountain. Bill Neill will lead a 
trip to the Mecca Hills. Bob Jacoby 
stressed that we should make ALL our 
reservations at the Cove (formerly the 
Riviera) through Sherri.

Trips Nelson has a trip in two weeks, 
Bob Jacoby may have to postpone his 
Santiago trip further due to the heavy 
rains. Nan is working on a possible 
May trip to the William S. Hart museum 
and maybe dinner at the Rock Inn. Bob 
Jacoby is contemplating a Fall trip on 
unpaved old sections of Route 66. 

Discussion The Desert Megaphone – 

many had visited, none had answers 
on what it is or how it got there. Steve 
& Kate may do a showing of their film 
Women In The Sand after our next DE 
meeting. Look for an email blast with 
more details as the date approaches.

New Business Bob Jacoby announced 
he is looking for a replacement as 
Chairman of our illustrious group. He 
figures after three years it is time to 
let someone else enjoy the spotlight. 
Everyone expressed dissappointment 
that he was stepping down and all agreed 
he has done a wonderful job leading 
our merry band, as well as filling in as 
interim treasurer this year in his ‘spare’ 
time. Attaboy Bob! He would like to 
have a new person at the reins by June 
30th.

Next meeting Marian and Neal Johns’ 
home, April 15th, 11:00 a.m.

Adjourned 12:57 p.m.

Kingman 
Jeepers

We received an excellent invitation 
from fellow DE member Jim Byrne… 

Anyone interested in joining us 
for day trips in the Kingman, Az. 
area is welcome to contact me at  
kingmanjeepers@gmail.com  and I will 
put you on our email list.

We do trips usually within 100 
miles of the Kingman area. Anyone 
is welcome to join or lead a trip. 
Requirements are a good condition four 
wheel drive vehicle and a CB radio. We 
are not a formal club, no dues, no club 
officers, no meetings and only one rule-
--come along and have fun. If you want 
to lead a trip just email me the details 
and I forward them on to the others on 
the list.

Desert Explorers Meeting Minutes February 11, 2017
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2017
Desert 

Explorers
Rendezvous

Site
500 Riviera Dr

Blythe, CA 92225
 (760) 922-5350

thecoveresort.com
33° 36.217’N

114° 32.084’W

R
iv

ie
ra

 D
riv

e



All Names in Party: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________________

Phone __________________________ Email ____________________________________________________

Everyone will make room or camping reservations separately. This can be done by calling Riviera at 760-922-
5350. (Ask for Sheri Day and let her know you are with the Desert Explorers.) The rates, not including the DE 
discount, are as follows: Full RV Hookup ($44), Tent Camping ($20), Cabins-Park Models ($98). Do not send 
money for reservations to Bob Jacoby. Please note that there are also several different motels in Blythe.

The following fees will be charged: Amount Total Number Total  

Registration Fee (per vehicle) $5 x     = $ _____________

Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) $15 x     = $ _______ ______  

Overall Total     $ ______________

n	Please circle your menu choice:  Beef  Chicken  Pork  Vegetarian.  
If you have additional specific dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food. Anyone who has not paid for 
the dinner may not participate in any part of the dinner.

Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bob Jacoby, 2245 
Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064. We must receive registration materials no later than March 3. 
There will be no refunds. Please include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope! You must be a member of MRVM 
to go on any trip. 

Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck. Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. 
Contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) regarding 
Silent Auction questions. If you have any other questions, contact Bob Jacoby (rjacoby@att.net).

2017 
Desert Explorer Rendezvous

• Registration Form •
Riviera Resort • 500 Riviera Drive • Blythe, CA 92225

March 10-12 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

15 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 250 MaRch 2017

mailto:usontheriver@gmail.comorSteveMarschke
mailto:stevemarschke@gmail.com
mailto:rjacoby@att.net
jlawrence
Highlight



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bob Jacoby, 2245 Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

mailto:robertnshirl@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:bandbgossett@verizon.net
mailto:jeanandsunny@gmail.com
mailto:jeanandsunny@gmail.com
mailto:echco@msn.com
mailto:echco@msn.com
mailto:famheller@msn.com
mailto:vlanehill@aol.com
mailto:mhach22@gmail.com
mailto:mhach22@gmail.com
mailto:jacoby.r@att.net
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:ronaldlipari@gmail.com
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:stevemarschke@gmail.com
mailto:jmcgw@verizon.net
mailto:nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:dmess@ctaz.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:bopeltzman@aol.com
mailto:12211102@gmail.com
mailto:mal@roode.com
mailto:DENewsltr@gmail.com
mailto:aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
mailto:lahapel@yahoo.com
mailto:desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
mailto:jubismith@gmail.com
mailto:annestoll@verizon.net
mailto:agstoll@csupomona.edu



