
Trip from 
Oregon to 

Washington
Bill Powell • July 2-9, 2016

F 
riday morning, July 2nd, 
found eight intrepid explorers 

meeting at the Green Mountain 
Bakery in 
Lakeview, 
Oregon. 
Our intrepid 
explorers 
included 
Neal and 
Marian 
Johns, Bill 
and Julie 
Smith, James 
and Heather 
Ray, Jim 
Watson, 
and your humble host Bill Powell. 
After breakfast, introductions and the 
obligatory paperwork, we convoyed 
the 20 miles South on Highway 
395 to the California border and the 
official start of our trans-Oregon 
adventure. Following County Road 
2, we quickly found the end of  

     pavement and began a long ascent  
 up to a 7600 foot pass into Oregon.

Once in Oregon, we proceeded 
generally North at high altitude 
surrounded by peaks with still a bit 
of snow near the summits.  Then we 
gradually looped back toward the West 
and made our way back to Lakeview for 
lunch. We left Lakeview again at 12:30 
p.m. and proceeded over paved roads in 
a Northwesterly direction until we were 
well into the Fremont National Forest, 
where we shifted back onto the dirt. 
Around 3:30 p.m., we tried following 
the official route up a marginal track 
between two well maintained Forest 
Service roads, but had to turn back when 
the track petered out.  Fortunately, we 
found a detour and were quickly back on 
our prescribed route.

At around 
5:30 p.m, 
we made our 
way out of 
the mountains 
to the town 
of Paisley 
for gas. I had 
thought we 
might spend 
the night 
camping 
at a nearby 
hot springs 

resort, but after sending out a scouting 
party, we decided they wanted too much 
money for camping, so we followed 
the creek that runs into town back into 
the mountains and found a lovely, if 
narrow place to spend the night for free.  
Total distance covered from the official 
starting point was 122 miles.
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Lookout on Table Rock.  Photo: Julie Smith
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Day two started at about 8:30 a.m. 
and we first backtracked back up to 
about the 6000 
foot level and 
proceeded more or 
less along the rim 
of Winter Ridge 
which overlooks 
Summer Lake.  
These features were 
named by the 1843 
Fremont mapping 
expedition when 
they suddenly came 
to the escarpment 
overlooking the 
snow-free lake 
2000 feet below 
them.  Fremont 
spent the remainder of the 
Winter at the lake before 
departing in the Spring. 
We made brief stops at two 
different overlooks to take 
pictures and stretch legs.  
Just after noon, we again 
hit pavement where the 
route crosses Oregon Hwy 
130 and turned right on the 
highway to get gas and have 
lunch in Summer Lake.  
After filling both tanks and 
bellies, we 
drove back 
to the route 
and started 
our desert 
portion of the 
trip.  About 
two miles 
into this 
section, the 
Rays decided 
that is was getting too rough for their 
vehicle, so they reluctantly backed out 
of the expedition and drove up to the 
Olympic Peninsula in Washington to 
continue their vacation.

The following ten miles of trail were 
quite rocky and we decided to take a 
short cut into Christmas Valley to avoid 
an additional 15 miles or so of more of 

the same.  After a gas and ice cream stop 
in Christmas Valley, we drove up to an 

interesting 
geological 
feature 
called 
Crack in 
the Ground.  It is a three and one half 
mile long volcanic fissure only a few 
feet across.  We spent a while exploring 
the fissure and then saddled up and 

drove over mostly paved roads to our 
overnight camp in the Lost Forest.  Lost 
Forest is a Ponderosa Pine forest 60 
miles out into the desert that exists only 
due to a geological quirk that allows 
the soil to retain sufficient moisture to 
sustain the trees.

Day three started early at 7:30 a.m. 
and we drove through nearly 40 miles 
of rough desert terrain before reaching 
U.S. Hwy 20.  We then drove 9 miles 
East to Riley, OR for gas and lunch. 
During lunch we discussed which way 
to proceed from there.  The official 
route continues nearly straight across 
from where we entered the highway 
and crosses another several miles of 

desert before 
gradually 
climbing into 
the Ochoco 
National 
Forest.  I 
was able 
to preview 
this section 
in May and 
it was just 

as rocky as what we 
had spent all morning 
traversing with the added 
treat of innumerable gates 
to open and close, so the 
decision was made to 
bypass that section and 
proceed via easier roads 
to the end of that stretch. 
We subsequently drove a 

good way into the Ochoco 
Mountains and stopped for 
the night about 5:30 p.m. 
on a saddle North of Sugar 
Loaf mountain.  That evening 
we broke open the wine and 
celebrated the 4th of July 
and the Smith’s anniversary. 
Mileage 131.

  Day 4 started well at 
7:30; but 18 miles in we ran into a 
stretch of trail with downed trees as far 
as we could see.  After three different 
attempts to find a way around, we bailed 

Selfie by the  
Mahleur River.  
- Julie Smith

Into the desert. 
(dash shot of back of Jim’s FJ)

Over look of Summer Lake

The Sumter Gold Dredge
Wandering around the Fremont Powerhouse

Note the frost on Jim Watson’s 
mummy bag. Temperature down 
to 30 degrees on Thursday 
Evening.
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out to the last main Forest Service road 
and descended East to Hwy 395. We 
then turned North and drove about 10 
miles to the town 
of Seneca where 
we gassed up and 
rejoined the route 
in section three.  
Departing Seneca 
at 10:30 a.m, we 
started into the Blue 
Mountains and the 
Mahleur National 
Forest. After a brief 
stop for lunch, we 
pressed on and after 
fording the Mahleur 
River, we stopped 
early for the 
day along the 
North Fork of 
the Mahleur 
River at a 
pleasant little 
campground 
alongside the 
river. Total for 
day four was 
97 miles.

Started out at 7:00 a.m. on day 5 
by fording the river. Around 9:00 a.m. 
atop Table Rock.  The final ascent was 
rather steep, but nothing like the other 
side (straight down.) We were afforded a 
spectacular view, but we didn’t stay long 
because of the wind and temperature. 
Continuing onward, we arrived in 
Unity, OR for gas and lunch about 11:00 
a.m.  4:00 p.m. saw us in the town of 
Sumpter, OR where we toured the old 
gold dredge.  We hit the road again and 
finally stopped for the evening at about 
6:00 p.m.

We woke up to frost on our gear the 
following morning.  As were were only a 
few miles from Granite, OR, we decided 

to skip breakfast and head directly 
into town.  Arriving in Granite, we 
discovered that the store wasn’t open yet 
and the gas pump only had premium gas 
(at an outrageous price,) so we decided 

to take the highway back to Sumpter.  
That went well until we ran into road 
work and flaggers.  After waiting awhile, 

we were 
able to 
continue 
into 
Sumpter.  
The gas 
station 
there 
wasn’t 
open yet 
either,  but 

we stopped for a nice 
breakfast at a restaurant 
that WAS open.  Upon 
finishing our meal, we 
gassed up and sped back 
up the highway, this 
time avoiding a wait in 
the construction zone. 
Back on the route at 
9:00 a.m., we stopped at 
the Fremont Powerhouse 

a few minutes 
later.  The 
powerhouse 
was in operation 
from 1908 until 
1967. It provided 
electricity to 
Granite and 
Sumpter as well 
as power for the 
gold dredge.  
Water for the 
turbines was 

brought from Olive Lake, seven miles 
away, in wooden pipes.

At Noon, we stopped for lunch 
along the John Day River, Afterward, 
we followed the river for several miles 

Exploring Crack-in-the-Ground

Looking down into the Valley of the Grande Ronde.

Enjoying a nice campfire along the North Fork of the Mahleur River.

Spam and eggs!
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before climbing out of the valley.  
About 70 miles later, we ventured onto 
Interstate 84 and 
drove into the city of 
La Grande, OR for 
gas and dinner at a 
chinese buffet. After 
our meal, we split 
for the evening.  Jim 
Watson decided to 
leave the group due to 
concerns over a 
slice in one of 
his tires and the 
possibility of rain 
on the following 
day.  Neal and 
Marian decided 
to look for a free 
campsite (which 
they found 
nearby).  The rest 
of us decided to luxuriate in a motel.  
175 miles covered for the day.

Our remaining group met for 
breakfast at 8:00 a.m. at Denny’s. 
Leaving La Grande at 8:30, we drove 
back to the route and started back onto 

dirt about 9:00 a.m. (at which point 
the rain started.)  Fortunately, the rain 

was light and 
intermittent 
which did 
wonders 
knocking down the dust. The first 25 
miles was on excellent gravel roads 

along the rim of the Grande Ronde 
Valley. We had excellent views that were 

somewhat spoiled by the clouds.  We 
got back on pavement for about 20 
miles taking us into Tollgate, OR.  
After a quick pit stop in Tollgate, 
we carried onward hitting dirt again 
a few miles later.  We traversed an 
area that was being logged with a few 
slippery places due to the road being 
churned up by the logging trucks. The 
final few miles in Oregon were over 

good gravel roads as we wound 
down out of the Blue Mountains 
toward the Washington border.  
The final stretch into Walla 
Walla was on pavement.  We 
arrived at our destination at 

about 2:15 p.m. and after 
final good byes, we all went 
our separate ways.  Mileage 
for the day was 110 and our 
total mileage was just over 
900 miles including our side 
trips for gas.

~ Bill Powell
Photos by Julie Smith 

and Bill Powell

Desert Explorers August Meeting
Saturday, August 27th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Betty Wallin & Don Sweinhart’s Home

Directions to Don & Betty’s:
9171 Joshua Lane – Yucca Valley 
Phone 760-898-9736, 760-567-9575

Going east on I-10, take Hwy 
62 off-ramp to Yucca Valley and 
JTNP. In Yucca Valley, there are two 
options.

#1 – In middle of town, Hwy 247 
(Old Woman Springs Road) goes 

left – do not turn onto this road, 
instead turn RIGHT (south) on to 
Joshua Lane. Continue on Joshua 
Lane approx. 5 miles. Our house is 
on the east side set back from the 
road with a green mailbox in front. 
(house numbers along the way are 
not consistent)

 #2 – If you are coming from the 

east on Hwy 62: At the east end of 
town, turn right on Avalon, a street 
just west of Walmart. Go straight at 
the stop sign. Continue straight to the 
signal where the street name changes 
to Palomar. Continue straight to the 
dead end at Joshua Lane, turn left. 
We are about 6 houses farther on the 
east side (approx. 3 miles from 62).

Oops, detour. Never found an easy way around this area of many downed trees.
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The passing of our friend, Ted Kalil, initially left me at a loss 
for words. Ted was such a wonderful and unique individual, 
it is impossible to 
adequately describe 
what he meant 
to everyone.  His 
contributions to the 
Desert Explorers were 
numerous. To begin 
with, he volunteered to 
lead trips almost from 
the moment he joined 
the club. He knew every 
nook and cranny of 
the Mojave Desert, but 
perhaps his specialty 
was the San Bernardino 
Mountains. We could 
count on Ted leading a 
trip every summer in the 
coolness of this mountain 
range that he loved. I don’t 
think anybody knew the 
San Bernardinos as well as 
Ted did. 

 Ted was also right 
there every year to lead 
one or more trips at the 
annual DE Rondy. I don’t 
think he attended a Rondy 
without leading a trip. 
We can now smile at his 
adventure in leading a Saturday trip at the 2015 
Lone Pine Rondy. It was at that event that Mr. Kalil 
acquired the nickname “Turnaround Ted.” Ted led 
a trip to Mazourka Peak in the Inyo Mountains. 
This trail had been run several times before over the 
years with no problems. Unfortunately, the group 
of over 15 vehicles encountered an impassable 
washout on the trail. The only option was to back 
up on this ledge road. With Ted’s exceptional 
leadership this was accomplished safely even 
though it required a couple of hours to complete. When the 
group finally returned to Lone Pine that night the praise was 
high for Ted as a very outstanding leader.

Ted served the DE in other areas as well. He volunteered to 
serve as Treasurer about three years ago and did a tremendous 
job in improving and professionalizing the function. He was 

able to significantly update 
the process for payment of 
newsletter subscription fees, 
including the establishment 
of a PayPal function. Also, 
of great significance is the 
outstanding assistance he 
provided the Mojave River 
Valley Museum Board, 
particularly in the area of tax 
returns. Ted’s background in 
Finance and Banking was a 

tremendous resource for the DE to have available. He made key 
contributions to the club in this area. 

Another attribute of Ted that was truly 
special was his sense of humor. I don’t 
know that I ever enjoyed being around 
someone as humorous as Ted. No matter 
how difficult the situation “Turnaround Ted” 
could find humor in it and have a smile on 
his face. Furthermore, Ted had a great value 
system. He always was looking out for his 
great family and other people in general. 
Selflessness, I think is the right word to use. 
Finally, it is also appropriate to mention 
Ted’s high level of intelligence. He was a 
Renaissance man who was knowledgeable on 

so many topics. I know I learned 
a lot from him. Also the quality 
of his education is evident when 
you realize his undergraduate 
work was at the Naval Academy. 

It cannot be said enough 
that the passing of Ted Kalil is 
something that will be difficult 
to overcome. One of the ways 
we can all pay tribute to him is to 
try and emulate his tremendous 
leadership skills and his caring 

for other people. We all have learned so much from him.
~ Bob Jacoby

Ted Kalil: Our Friend

Trip leader  
Ted receives a  
sitting ovation

Ted and Sue Kalil
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Remembering East Mojave Pictographs
I tend to think of the prehistoric rock 

art in the East Mojave as being mostly 
petroglyphs, meaning images pecked 
into the rock surface. Lots of those 
out there in the desert! But there are a 
number of noteworthy pictograph or 
painted sites out there too – I’d rather 
not say exactly where this one is, but 
I imagine many DE folk recognize 
the place. These shots were taken on a 

lovely camping weekend back in 
October, 2010 with fellow DE-ers 
Vicki Hill, Dave McFarland, Carol 
Paquette and Joan McGovern-
White. Ever since discovering the 
free DStretch digital enhancement 
program (www.DStretch.com) 
we’ve been having lots of fun going 
back to desert favorites and seeing 
what we missed.       ~ Anne Stoll
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White Mountains 
& Bristlecone Pines

August 5-7, 2016
Leader: Ron Lipari • CB: 13 
Meet at the Country Kitchen in Big 

Pine at 9:30 a.m. on Friday morning 
August 5th. We will travel up Wyman 
canyon to the bristlecone pines. 
Camp and potluck Friday evening at 
Cottonwood Creek elevation 8000ft. 
Saturday travel down Silver Canyon 
(high clearance 4x4 only) to Laws. Stop 
at museum. Travel to the Buttermilk 
Mountains above Bishop. Hike to 
mining camp near Horton lakes. Camp 
in Buttermilks (elevation 7500 ft) with a 
potluck Saturday night. Sunday possible 
hike to old aqueduct pipes and dams in 
the Buttermilks. Head home!! Limited 
to 10 vehicles. Contact Ron Lipari at 
ronaldlipari@gmail.com

The Mojave Road
October 22nd & 23rd, 2016

Leaders: Neal & Marian Johns
Assistant Leader: Nelson Miller

CB: 13 
The infamous aridologist Neal Johns 

will lead us along “The Mojave Road” 
from the Colorado River to Fort Cady. 
Neal, of course, knows the road by 
heart and all the special places along 
the road. The trip will probably include 
side trips to the Old School House at 
Goff’s (Casebier’s) and to Zyzxx. Neal 
assures me that we can very reasonably 
do this and still see everything in a 
weekend. If you have any doubts that 
Neal might not tell you about something 
or that he would tell you a tall tale, 
pick up the Mojave Road Guide, by 
Dennis Casebier, which is available at 
the Mojave River Valley Museum in 
Barstow. This has a mile-by-mile guide 
for the road with GPS. 

Meet at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, at the 
Avi Casino Resort, 10000 Aha Macav 
Parkway, about 12.5 miles north of 

Needles to the turn-off, or about 14.7 
miles south of Laughlin. Enter the 
Casino Parking lot opposite the KOA 
Campground and enter the large parking 
area on the right as you enter. 

We will camp somewhere along 
the road, perhaps in the New York 
Mountains, and have Happy Hour and 
Potluck on Saturday night. The last 
time we did this, a half dozen years ago, 
some actually stayed in Laughlin in a 
nice hotel; so that is an option to stay in 
Laughlin, Primm, or Searchlight for the 
less hardy souls. However, remember that 
Neal likes to be on the road by 7:00 a.m.

The Mojave Road, or Old 
Government Road, is also considered the 
southern branch of the Old Spanish Trail 
and this route was traveled by Father 
Garcés in 1776, Jedediah Smith in 1826, 
and other mountain men in 1830-31.

Due to permit and insurance 
requirements from BLM and NPS, the 
group will be limited in size, so reserve 
your spot early, by e-mailing Nelson 
Miller at: Nemiller47@yahoo.com

Calendar of Upcoming Trips

Matomi Canyon, Baja California Nan and Allan at Old Dutch Cleanser Mine overlook



T 
he second half of my June two 
week plus vacation was on what 

has been known for two hundred years 
as the old “National Road”. This route 
is also known as “the highway that built 
America.” The first portion of the road 
extended from Cumberland, Maryland 
to Wheeling, West Virginia. This road 
was very necessary for commerce at that 
time as it connected the Potomac River 
with the Ohio River. In subsequent years 
the route was extended all the way to 
Vandalia, Illinois for a total of over 600 
miles. Our eight day tour covered the 
entire distance and then some.

Our adventurous auto tour actually 
began in Cumberland which is a 
picturesque mountain town. It had been 
a long time since I was in the Alleghany 
Mountains and I had forgotten how 
beautiful they are. I think the word 
rugged applies also, even though the 
highest peak is short of 5,000 feet. 

We had over 40 vehicles meet 
in Cumberland to begin the tour 
which was expertly organized by the 
Lincoln Highway Association. Turn 
by turn instructions were provided to 
each vehicle and were organized in 
a notebook containing over 50 pages 
of instructions.  The route had been 
thoroughly researched and included, 
whenever possible, all of the original 
alignments of the National Road. In 
some cases this was just a visible trace 
but the quality of the alignments ranged 
from a passenger car dirt road to paved 
and heavily traveled U.S. 40. 

The instruction book was unique in 
that it not only included turn by turn 
instructions but also included directions 
to designated photo stops as well as 
to all designated lunch and dinner 
locations.  Also included were directions 
to our hotel each night. The fees for the 
trip covered all lodging and every lunch 
and dinner. Also, at various locations  

 
local historians spoke to the group on the  
history of the area, particularly related 
to the National Road. Another service 
provided by the Lincoln Highway 
Association was a “sweep” vehicle with 
the capability of towing any car that 
broke down.

On the trip we encountered just 
about every era of American roads. We 
also saw beautiful scenery, particularly 
in the Alleghany’s. These mountains 
never seem to quit. Believe it or not, it 
reminded me of the Basin and Range 
country in Nevada. You go up one steep 
hill to a ridge top, head down the other 
side to a small valley and then start up 
another mountain to another ridgetop. 
Traces of the original road are evident 
in this area in particular. I also found 
it interesting that an Inn or Tavern was 
almost always present at the top of 
each ridge. Many of these old taverns 
are still there and are fully functioning, 
providing great food.

After staying overnight in beautiful 
Wheeling, West Virginia, we crossed 
the Ohio River and headed into rural 
Ohio. It was here that we encountered 
numerous “S” and “Y” bridges some of 
which are150 years old or more. Also, 
on this trip across central Ohio, we 
were able to stop at several museums, 
including the very interesting Zane 
Gray Museum in Zanesville, Ohio. It 
was fascinating to drive through these 
tiny Ohio town s which are relatively 
unchanged from a century ago. 

In Indiana, the road went directly 
through Indianapolis, the state capital. 
As part of the organized tour we were 
able to visit the Model T Ford Museum 
which was quite amazing to anyone 
who is a car buff. We also stopped 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
and received a bus tour around the 
speedway that included an opportunity 
to “Kiss the Bricks.” Another highlight  

 
of the trip across Indiana were the 
quaint framing towns with some great  
“mom and pop” stores.

The final state on the National road 
was Illinois where the road ends in 
Vandalia. Vandalia was the original 
capital of Illinois. There is an old 
courthouse in the middle of town where 
Abraham Lincoln served in the Illinois 
legislature. At this point the National 
Road ends, but it is only a short trip 
to, believe it or not, Route 66. The last 
portion of the auto tour covered the only 
part of route 66 I had never been on 
through Illinois.

Illinois is now actively promoting 
Route 66. Nearly every small town has a 
route 66 museum and /or murals. Many 
of the old alignments of Illinois Route 
66 are driveable and very interesting. 
You must believe me that there is no 
need to travel on nearby I-55!

On the next to last night of the trip 
we stayed in Springfield, Illinois which 
is the state capital and the longtime 
home of Lincoln. The Lincoln Museum 
and Library which opened not long ago 
is a gem. It really requires two full days 
to see everything. 

The last night on our auto tour 
we stayed in Joliet, Illinois. This is 
significant because downtown Joliet is 
where Route 66 going north and south 
crosses the Lincoln Highway going east 
and west. (The Dixie Highway also is 
right there, but that is a different story 
and a different trip.) After an outstanding 
dinner at the oldest restaurant in Joliet 
everyone said their goodbyes and plans 
were announced for next year’s trip 
which will cover a substantial portion of 
the Jefferson Highway which went from 
New Orleans to Winnipeg. 

I can hardly wait!
  ~ Bob Jacoby

The President’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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Attending: Bob Jacoby, Debbie Miller-
Marschke, Neal & Marian Johns, Terry 
Ogden, Ruth & Emmett Harder, Mal 
Roode, Sue & Bob Jaussaud, Bobbie 
Sanchez & Daniel Dick, Jerry Dupree, 
Jean & Sunny Hansen, Vicki Hill, 
Betty Wallin & Don Sweinhart, Ding 
& Allan Wicker, Nan Healy, Jay 
Lawrence. 

Regrets: Ted Kalil out sick. Steve 
Marschke: “He was doing a fence 
project that he could 
have paid someone 
to do but he did it 
himself beause he’s 
Steve.” (Deb)

Call to order: 11:52 
a.m.

Previous minutes: 
Approved.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Ted Kalil was sick 
and asked to be 
relieved as Treasurer. We need a 
volunteer, job usually takes about 4-6 
hours per month.
• Online pay for new subscriptions 
and renewals is only partially used. 
Need to remind 
folks this option 
is available.
• Neal has T-Shirt 
paperwork and 
needs someone 
new to take this 
over next time. 
• DE balance 
roughly: $4,400 
after donations to MVRM and 
Shoshone Museum, approx $1,400 
owed to Neal for shirts & hats.
Newsletter: Everything was 
humming along nicely. We need more 
contributors. Please send your trip 
writeups, story ideas and photos to 
Jay. Remind trip leaders to make sure 
somebody on their trip will do a writeup. 
It doesn’t have to be Shakespeare. Send 

your photos!

Website: Deb is getting caught up and 

trying to bring 
all trip reports 
current. Web 
hosting storage 
has been bumped 
up to accommodate all the archived 

newsletter files. Expense is now $50/year. 
Facebook page questions were fielded 
by Mal, who noted that we have had a 
Facebook page for the DE for several 
years and it is active. Encouraged all to 
visit and use it. It helps direct people to 

our website and has a 
live link on it. It is being 
underused.

Folks wanted to know 
how Crazy Suzy, our 
web tech, got her name. 
Unsolved... but it was 
moved, seconded and 
approved that we make 
her a member and send 

the Newsletter 
for free since she 
has helped us so 
much with the 
website.

Museum Deb 
was distressed 
to report that the 

Early Man site was vandalized 
thoroughly, all displayed materials 
taken as well as generators and 
equipment. It is being investigated 
by the police but the outlook 

for recovery and 
reinstatement is grim.

There is an upcoming 
barbecue at the 
museum. Museum 
newsletters will 
resume in the fall.

Scheduled Trips:
 • California to 

Oregon trip just 
finished, report 
pending

 • San Bernardino National 
Forest cancelled due to 
Ted’s illness

 • White Mountains & 
Bristlecone Pines - August 
5 - 7 - Leader Ron Lipari is 
on track and full
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Desert Explorers Meeting Minutes • July 16, 2016



10 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM no. 244 auguSt 2016

 • Mojave Road Trip - October 22-23, 
2016 - Leader Neal & Marian Johns 
and Nelson Miller. Terry Ogden and 
Jerry Dupree are going. More details 
in the Calendar of Upcoming Trips.

 • Nelson possibly doing 2-3 one-day 
trips in the Mojave in the fall.

 • October 24-27 Joso River Get 
Together

 • Santa Barbara backroads trip 
postponed due to fire closed roads.

 • Mojave Road Rendezvous October 
7-9 at Goffs, California.

 • Bill Powell may do a Hastings Cutoff 
trip through Nevada and Utah. He is 
researching the Pony Express route 
and Hastings Cutoff. Trails West has 
a good guidebook on this.

Trip Leadership It was discussed 
and agreed by all that the trip leader 
should always have the responsibility 
and authority to decide who and what 
vehicles can or should go on a trip they 
are leading. Driver experience level, 

appropriateness of vehicle for the trail, 
participant fitness and demands of the 
trail all figure into this decision. Moved, 
seconded and passed unanimously that 
any persons or vehicles participation in a 
trip is at the discretion of the leader.

2017 Rondy It was suggested and 
chewed over that Blythe, California 
be the site of our next Rendezvous. 
Jerry Dupree reported favorably on the 
facility, trails available, nearby areas 
of interest and welcome by the local 
chamber of commerce. Possible dates 
are early March 10-12 or late February. 
Neal and Marian offered to lead a trip 
to Dripping Springs, Bob Jacoby noted 
a book available on dirt road trips in the 
Quartzite area. Castle Dome site and the 
local museums in Blythe and Quartzite 
were mentioned. Jerry will dig further 
and report back. 

Leader’s Checklist Neal updated the 
leader guide which was originally done 

by John Page. Bob Jacoby is editing. 
The final version will go on our website 
and be available to all subscribers.

New Business Bob Jaussaud noted that 
the Needles Museum was getting rid of 
extra copies of the Footprints publicaton 
by the late, great Maggie McPherson. 
Vicki Hill would like more folks to 
make things for the Rendezvous Auction 
and would like to see something in the 
newsletter promoting it. Somebody (not 
sure who) suggested posting an article 
about the newsletter on our Facebook 
page. Good idea! Now who will do it? 
Let’s see those hands!

Next Meeting August 27th at Don & 
Betty’s house in Yucca Valley.

Adjourned 1:02 p.m.

Thank you, Ding and Allan Wicker for 
hosting us in your home once again.

Photos: Allan Wicker & Jerry Dupree

After taking this with me to the latest DE meeting, I had 
several requests to print it in the newsletter.

It's a great thing to take on the road, as it keeps in an ice 
chest for many days. I love it for lunch, but it's a hearty side 
dish with dinner. My favorite salad of all time! Vicki Hill

— Very Wild Rice Salad —
                         Source: Bon Appetit •  Servings: 6

I will print it as it was given to me and then add notes at the end.

Salad:
1/2 cup finely chopped dried figs, apricots, or cranberries
1/3 cup chopped, toasted pecans
1/3 cup chopped almonds or cashews
3 tbsp. finely chopped green onion tops
2 tbsp finely chopped red onion

Dressing
2tbsp raspberry vinegar
1 tbsp fresh lemon juice
1 garlic clove, minced
1 tsp. Dijon mustard
1/2 tsp sugar
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1/4 cup olive oil

Directions

 • Cook the wild rice according to package directions. Drain 
and cool.

 • Transfer rice to a large bowl. Mix in fruit, nuts and onions.

 • Mix vinegar, lemon juice, garlic, mustard and sugar.

 • Whisk in oils.

 • Pour dressing over rice mixture and toss.

 • Season with salt and pepper.

Notes

 • If you don't have raspberry vinegar, red wine vinegar 
works fine.

 • Don't use SPICY Dijon mustard. It overwhelms the other 
flavors.

 • Sugar: I have never added it.

 • Oils, I use walnut or hazelnut oil in place of vegetable oil.

 • I cut the amount of oils in half or more.

 • Adding ingredients: sometimes crystallized ginger.

 • Garlic: usually I add 3 big cloves.

 • Salt and pepper....I have never added any. It works well 
without them.



July Correct Guess: Titus Canyon 
in Death Valley. Only two winners: Jay 
Lawrence 
and Leonard 
Friedman (the 
champ) 

The road to 
Titus Canyon 
starts west 
of Rhyolite. 
Straight out 
and gradually 
rising, the 
road starts 
to wind and 
crosses first 
the White Pass, then Red Pass, and 
drops down and past Leadfield.

A sign denotes the actual start of 
the canyon, then things change. The 
canyon walls become steep and the road 
narrows. Sometimes no more than 10 
feet wide, the road snakes through the 

crooked and beautiful canyon emerging 
at the top of an alluvial fan spreading 

out into Death Valley. Titus Canyon has 
it all—rugged mountains, colorful rock 
formations, a ghost town, petroglyphs, 
wildlife, rare plants and spectacular 
canyon narrows as a grand finale! 
Visitors to Titus Canyon often include 
a stop at Rhyolite ghost town before 

starting the one-way drive. Don’t expect 
solitude on this trip. Titus Canyon is the 
most popular back-country road in Death 
Valley National Park. Digital-Desert.com

— Bob P

Yes, Bob Peltzman is lost again (!) 
and wants to know where he is. Our 
compadre “Where am I?” Bob went 
right when everyone else went left, and 
is completely lost. Send your guess as 
to where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@
aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter. 

Your answer to Bob should let him 
know what area he is in such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.”
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Where Am I?

Bob’s July Where Am I ? Image

Here’s an easy one for August; I’m trying to get more than two people to guess!

Where am I?



 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92308

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464  951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406  760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Sec. 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323  562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net




