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Trip Reports 
No Trip Reports  

 

 

Future Trips 

Beef Basin, Utah 

October 7 - 9, 2013 

Leader: Christian Duelk 

CB: 13 

O 
ur trip leader will be our 

good friend Christian Duelk 

from Germany. Mal Roode 

will be handling the sign-ups. This 

will be a truck/ tent camping trip into 

Beef Basin, Utah. We will spend the 

first day going in and exploring, the 

second day will be a full day of 

exploring and the third day will 

allow us to see the optional Big 

Pocket Overlook above the Salt 

Creek area before heading out. There 

are Anasazi Ruins in there to see. 

Any standard high clearance 4x4 

should be fine. Email Mal Roode at 

mal@roode.com to sign up or for 

more information. There is a 6 

vehicle limit. 

Trona Gem-O-
Rama 

October 11 - 13, 2013 

Leaders: Debbie Miller & 
Steve Marschke 

CB: 13 

T 
his unique opportunity only 

comes once a year, and is a 

bonafide treasure hunt that is 

unlike anything else we have ever 

done. This is the only location in the 

USA where you can collect these 

minerals. The Searles Valley Mineral 

Plants will grant guided access to 

Searles Lake in Trona and the bounty 

of salt-based minerals that are 

allowed to be collected during three 

arranged times this weekend. Meet at 

the Valley Wells recreation area (5 

miles north of Trona) after 12:00 

p.m. on Friday to establish a DE 

section (basecamp) of the shared 

primitive campground ($5 per 

vehicle). Saturday there are two 

events to attend. The Mud Event, 

which is like an Easter Egg hunt in 

black gooey mud looking for large 

cluster and barrel hanksite. Later that 

day is the Blowhole Event, in which 

the small crystals are blasted to the 

surface for our collection. Collect 
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hanksite, halite, borax, and rare 

sulfohalite specimens. Saturdays 

events cost $10 per vehicle (for each 

event). On Sunday we will be 

allowed to hunt for pink halite 

crystals on the salt lake crust. Cost 

$15 per vehicle. Preregistration is 

necessary in Trona before the events. 

This is suitable for any vehicle. No 

side trips are planned. Even if you do 

not plan on taking any rocks home, it 

is fun to watch. We will share many 

more details about this event after 

you sign up by emailing Debbie at 

Dmiller@guideone.com or call 310-

543-1862. 

     Check out the Trona website flyer 

for the event at: http://

www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/

flyer.html 

The Sierra Nevada 
in a Day - Plus 
Sequoia Groves 

October 26 - 27, 2013 

Leaders: Danny & Norma 
Siler 

CB: 13 

W 
e will meet Saturday morning 

at 8:55 a.m. at the BLM 

Jawbone Station on Highway 

14 which is about 20 miles north of the 

town of Mojave. 

     We begin exploring the unpaved 

Jawbone Canyon Road by driving east 

into the Sierra Nevada. We’ll reach 

8,000 ft. elevation in the Piute 

Mountains and drop down to Bodfish 

and Lake Isabella. We’ll overnight in 

Kernville and have a group dinner at 

Kern River Brewing Company. 

     Sunday we continue our exploration 

south of Camp Nelson and visit seldom-

seen Sequoia Groves on unpaved forest 

service roads. Nelson Miller led a trip to 

the Sequoias last year. It was popular 

and we are happy to offer it again.  

     The town of Mojave has several 

motels. The Desert Inn is decent, and 

there is camping at nearby Red Rock 

Canyon State Park. Kernville has many 

motels; the Sequoia Lodge is excellent.  

There are also numerous camping 

possibilities at public and private 

campgrounds; Rivernook is really nice. 

     We are limiting this trip to 10 

vehicles. A high clearance vehicle is 

required and four-wheel drive is 

recommended. No long wheelbases. A 

good working CB radio is a must. Bring 

maps of the area, especially the Sequoia 

National Forest map if you have it. 

     Call Danny or Norma Siler at home 

evenings or weekends at (714) 639-

6555 for additional details and to 

reserve a space. 

Paria Canyon 
Wilderness 
November 9 - 11  

(Veteran’s Weekend) 

Leader: Mignon Slentz 

CB: 13 

T 
his area is located on the 

Arizona/Utah border and will be 

accessed off Hwy. 89 east of 

Kanab. We will explore Rock House 

Road and view amazing petroglyphs, 

and tour Buckskin slot canyon and the 

White Pockets area. A visit to historic 

Lee's Ferry is also planned. There will 

be some hiking involved and camping 

for at least two nights. Email Mignon at 

mignonslentz@gmail.com for more 

information. 

Message from 
our Chair 

By: Ruth Harder 

T 
o all members: 

The members present at the 

August 3rd, 2013 meeting of 

the Desert Explorers voted to hold 

our 2014 rendezvous at the 

Longstreet Inn & Casino in 

Amargosa Valley, Nevada. The date 

will be April 4th, 5th, and 6th, 2014. 

We'll keep you informed of 

developing plans and information in 

future newsletters. 

     The next regular meeting will be 

October 19th at Neal and Marian 

Johns’ home in Lytle Creek. 

Rendezvous 
2014 

S 
ince the Desert Explorers 2014 

Rendezvous is to be held at the 

Longstreet Inn, Casino & R.V. 

Resort named after Jack Longstreet, and 

since few people seem to know anything 

about him, Neal Johns asked me to write 

something about Jack. 

Who was Jack 
Longstreet? 
By Emmett Harder 

 

A 
ndrew Jackson Longstreet was 

born in 1838 and died July 26, 

1928 

     There are many accounts about 

Andrew Jackson Longstreet who came 

to Nevada by way of Kentucky and 

Texas. His doins in and around the 

Amargosa Valley made him notorious. 

He was reported to be a tough hombre 

and is described as very hot-blooded and 

was widely recognized as a gunslinger, 

having killed men in various towns. 

      In the stories he is recognized as a 

man to be respected or at least to be 

feared. He was a large man and well-

armed. It is reported that he had lost an 

ear as a youngster over cattle rustling he 

was involved in in Texas. And we 

suppose that is why he wore his hair 

long and disheveled.  

     I will hereby relate about him and the 

Shoot-out he was involved in with the 

Mormons at their Chispa gold mine 
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located in 1809 west of what would 

later be the town of Johnnie, Nevada. In 

this account a gunfight erupted at the 

mine in late summer of 1895 and was 

reported in different publications in 

several different ways. 

      It seems that at the time the rich 

Chispa gold mine was temporarily 

inoperative and, for some time during a 

change in ownership, was staffed with a 

caretaker crew. A former employee and 

a group of his followers, among them 

several men with bad reputations 

including Longstreet, with drawn guns, 

had run the mine crew off. They 

claimed the previous year’s assessment 

work had not been done and therefore 

they were taking possession of the claim 

and they wanted $12,000 in cash to 

satisfy them. Sheriff McGregor called 

their claim outrageous and departed for 

the then County Seat, Belmont, Nevada 

two hundred miles to the north, to settle 

the matter. 

     The reported claim jumpers felt 

secure, there was a steep slope to the 

north and the one road into the mine 

was in a narrow canyon. They then told 

the Mormons that if they crossed a line 

on the road they would be shot. The 

local Mormon men who had interests in 

the mine would not wait, and led by 

Bob Montgomery (who would later 

develop Skidoo, California) who was a 

part owner received a shipment of new 

rifles from the Nevada Southern 

Railroad and they organized, came over 

the hill above the mine and surprised the 

reported claim jumpers as they were 

having their breakfast. Some reported a 

terrible gunfight. Of the attacked men 

one, Phil Foote, a wanted desperado, 

was shot in the chest. Longstreet, seeing 

the bad fix they were in and hoping to 

save Foote, surrendered and their group 

left the property. However Foote died 

that afternoon. 

     There were arrests made and 

Longstreet was one of the men taken or 

he may have given himself up. He was 

one of the men convicted and in the end 

posted $800 bail. He went back to Ash 

Meadows with his associates. No one 

was tried for the shooting of Foote. 

They said it could not be decided who 

had shot him. 

 

Longstreet Inn 
and Casino 

Amargosa Valley, 
Nevada 

By Marian Johns 

 

A 
s most of you know by now (if 

you receive email) we, who 

attended the last meeting, voted 

to have the next Desert Explorer 

Rendezvous at the Longstreet Inn and 

Casino which is located at the California

-Nevada state line, about seven miles 

north of Death Valley Junction. The 

date selected is April 4-6, 2014. So, 

mark your calendars now so you’ll be 

able to join us next spring.  

 We will have the Friday night 

potluck and our Saturday night catered 

dinner in the upstairs banquet room; our 

silent auction, under the supervision of 

Bob Jaussaud and Steve Marschke, will 

be held in an adjoining room. There is 

also a swimming pool. 

 We have some prices to give you 

now (we don’t have meal prices yet): 

 RV/tent spaces – all have full 

hookups - $12/day 

 Rooms – $50 – 70 (depends on first 

or second floor and view of water).  

 

Andrew Jackson “Jack” Longstreet 

 The Longstreet Inn & Casino is 

named after the colorful desert 

frontiersman, Jack Longstreet, who had 

a cabin (which has been restored) at 

nearby Ash Springs. Sam Hipkins has 

summarized Jack’s interesting life in his 

blog “Miscellaneous Ramblings of a 

Happy Wanderer.” In his summary, 

Sam refers to Sally Zanjani’s book, Jack 

Longstreet: Last of the Desert 

Frontiersmen. 

There he was, a broad shouldered, 

bearded, determined looking elderly 

man dressed in sloppy clothes and a 

pointed hat with one hand hooked in a 

pocket and the other holding what 

appears to be a walking stick. 

Longstreet stood six feet tall, but his 

powerful build made him seem even 

taller. His long hair covered the fact 

that he was minus an ear. He claimed 

that vigilantes, after capturing a gang of 

cattle rustlers he was with hanged them, 

but because of his youth, they spare him 

and only cut off his ear as punishment. 

The picture shows a deep tan which 

apparently was as dark as the Indians 

he lived amongst; however, there is no 

evidence of what Zanjani describes as 

his sparkling blue eyes. Study the 

picture for a few moments. Can there be 

any doubt that here was a force to be 

reckoned with? 

 Longstreet made his way into 

Nevada in the late 1800s and was the 

kind of mysterious character that we 

find throughout Western lore. So what is 

known about Longstreet? First of all, he 

was a rugged individualist who 

apparently had a strong moral code. He 

was known to have a quick temper and 

was involved in several gunfights; as 

evidenced by the gun he packed a long-

barreled Colt.44 favored by the old time 

gunfighters. It had several notches 

scratched into it. But Jack was also a 

man of contradictions. In stark contrast 

to his persona, he spoke with a soft 

southern drawl and had a “gentlemanly, 

almost courtly style, and a warm brand 

of southern hospitality that offered 

every amenity to a guest and a cocked 

gun to the unidentified stranger.” He 
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roamed the deserts of Nevada and 

Arizona engaged in a wide range of 

enterprises: at one time or another he 

was a prospector, a rancher, a 

saloonkeeper, a trailblazer, a 

stagecoach shotgun rider, a defender of 

Indian rights, and a thorn in the side of 

ranching and mining interests. For the 

most part he was a loner, but he found 

friendship amongst the Southern 

Paiutes, learned to speak their language 

and had Paiute wives. Eventually the 

Paiutes came to regard him as a leader.  

 I learned that Longstreet once lived 

in what is now the Ash Meadow Wildlife 

Refuge located about 90 miles northwest 

of Las Vegas in the Amargosa Valley. I 

wanted to learn more about Longstreet, 

so I visited Ash Meadow in 2008 where 

his stone cabin has been restored. The 

location must have been to Longstreet’s 

liking; it was remote, sat on the edge of 

a crystal blue spring and was a good 

place where he could raise horses. He 

squatted on the land and named it Ash 

Meadow Ranch. He built the cabin up 

against a mound, into which he dug a 

cave that provided natural refrigeration. 

There were two other structures on the 

property; a wooden framed house and a 

shed, but they’re long gone. After a few 

years, he sold the place and moved to 

nearby Windy Canyon, where he 

established a ranch and a mine. 

 Jack Longstreet’s last days are 

shrouded in mystery. In 1928 he 

accidently shot himself in the armpit and 

shoulder. He went to a hospital in 

Tonopah, was treated, but left before he 

should have. Back at his Windy Canyon 

ranch, the wound festered and then 

Longstreet suffered a stroke. After 

several days, when he didn’t show up 

for his daily visit, a friend rode over to 

Longstreet’s place and found him 

unable to move, lying alone. After 

suffering the stroke and without water 

for three days in the deadly heat, it was 

remarkable that Longstreet, a 94 year 

old, was still alive. It remains a mystery 

where Fanny, his Paiute wife, was 

during this time. Sanjani asks “had she 

turned aside from him, believing, in the 

Southern Paiute way, that a man grown 

old and helpless is better off to die?” 

Once again Longstreet was in the 

hospital, but this time he would not up 

and leave. A car was dispatched to find 

and bring Fanny to the hospital, but 

Longstreet died before she got there. 

Four years later Fanny died and she 

was laid to rest beside him in Belmont, 

Nevada. 

 Jack Longstreet lived the life of a 

self-reliant man, a man on the move, a 

man to be feared and a man of 

contradictions. His early life is a 

mystery and his later life is the stuff of 

which myths are made. On that score, 

Sally concludes, “In the life of 

Longstreet, however, the myth was also 

the truth”, and because of that, he is 

remembered as one of Nevada’s frontier 

characters.” 

Member 
Doings 

“Seeing Red in 

Ludlow” 
By: Debbie Miller Marschke 

W 
e all have had experiences 

that become a measuring bar 

for all other experiences: the 

hottest trip, the coldest trip, etc.  This 

story is about one of the most 

frightening experiences we have had in 

our travels. It scared both of us. Friday 

October 16, 2009 Steve and I had 

traveled to Ludlow, CA and intended to 

spend the night near Ludlow because we 

needed to meet up with leader Joe 

DeKehoe for his DE trip at 8:00 a.m. on 

Saturday. It was dark around 9 p.m. As 

we were nearing Ludlow, we realized 

that we had forgotten our Thermarest air 

mattresses – this promised to be a 

miserable evening. We thought that 

maybe we could luck out and find an 

inflatable floatation mattress to 

improvise with at the Ludlow gas 

stations, after all we are on the route 

leading to The River. Neither gas station 

had any inflatables, but we did score 

some cheap Mexican blankets we could 

roll our clothes up in “burrito-style” and 

create some sort of crude buffer for the 

hard ground. We unintentionally had 

lingered on both sides of the highway in 

this tiny town. As we were set to leave 

the 76 gas station we spotted a 

suspicious looking older pickup truck. 

The side panels were not painted the 

same colors, and it had a broken tail 

light. It was driving slowly behind the 

gas station and the driver had some kind 

of spotlight which he was beaming 

around. Something seemed odd. We 

pulled outta there quickly and were 

commenting to each other about what 

we thought we had seen. At that point 

the pickup truck pulled onto the road 

behind us and appeared to be following 

us. Steve hit the gas, drove under the 

freeway overpass, and headed into the 

parking lot for the Chevron gas station 

on the opposite side. We pulled our Jeep 

quickly in-between two parked semi- 

trucks and killed the headlights. The 

pickup truck ambled slowly past in front 

of us, the spot light beam wavering 

purposely – that guy was definitely 

looking for someone. He did not see us 

parked in the dark.  We weren’t entirely 

sure he was after us, but he was up to 

something for sure. Maybe we had seen 

too many movies, like “Duel” with 

Dennis Weaver? We watched him 

continue down the road, and in the 

distance we could see that he had parked 

and was now out of his vehicle with a 

flashlight, scanning about. We feared for 

our safety and the safety of whoever this 

guy was closing in on. Then we spotted 

a Search and Rescue vehicle at the gas 

pumps, filling up. We hurried over to 

report the suspicious person, and the 

officers listened to us skeptically. Then 

we pointed down the road at the truck, 

parked and running, with the tell tale 

flashlight beam wavering about. After 

observing for a short time, the officers 

agreed that something was amiss. They 

would call the San Bernardino Sheriff, 

and urged us to leave the station. Steve 

and I drove off down Route 66 the 

opposite direction, glad to have reported 

the problem to someone who could 

actually do something. We didn’t know 

where the Sheriff would be coming 

from: Barstow? That’s at least an hour 

away. We did not see the truck 

following behind us so all seemed ok. 
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We intended to cross over the railroad 

tracks and camp in the backcountry near 

the location of the Chase-Bagdad Mine. 

We were rolling along, parallel to the 

railroad tracks and destined to a point 

where we knew there was a pass-under. 

Shortly before we went under the tracks, 

Steve saw a pair of headlights far away 

in the distance behind us. He declared,  

“ Someone else is back here, but it’s 

probably not the truck.” However, after 

we had passed under the tracks and were 

traveling on the right-of-way back the 

opposite direction, we passed the 

vehicle driving on the other side - and it 

WAS the truck! This guy was definitely 

pursuing us. Now we were on high alert, 

and realized that there was only one way 

to exit from this side of the tracks --the 

way we had just came in. We had to get 

the heck outta there! Steve made a quick 

U-turn, knowing that we had to beat the 

truck to the underpass or risk being 

trapped there in the dark. It was a mad 

scramble in the dark and dust. We 

passed under and were headed back on 

the opposite side when we passed the 

oncoming truck. The truck made an 

immediate U-turn and was again 

pursuing us. We were both pretty 

freaked out now. Steve was focused on 

driving this gravel road in the dark, 

saying “What do you think we should do 

next?” I exclaimed, “ Head right back to 

the gas station! There are people there!” 

As we neared the gas station, the truck 

was gaining on our tail. We pulled in 

under the lights at the pump, and the 

truck pulled into the station and parked 

behind us. Out strutted a stocky man, 

clad in jeans and a buttoned down short 

sleeve shirt, the top three buttons were 

open. He had a gold chain necklace 

dangling on his hairy chest, and bad 

teeth. He was making a beeline for us. 

He was going to approach on my side of 

the Jeep. I needed an advantage. The 

only thing I could think of now was 

trying not to act like a victim. Do 

something unpredictable. Make a scene 

and attract attention. I hopped out of the 

Jeep, stood my ground, and exclaimed 

loudly, “WHAT DO YOU WANT?!” 

The guy stopped in his tracks suddenly, 

a little surprised. Then he ranted back, 

“What do YOU want?” I remained 

confrontational, asking him why he was 

following us. I told him we were not 

looking for trouble and wanted to be left 

alone. The Truck Guy roared back that 

he was a “security guard” (RIGHT!) and 

that he was on patrol. Steve asked him 

why his truck did not have any logos, 

and asked him for identification. Truck 

Guy then appeared offended, declaring, 

“My name is Red. I work here. 

Everyone knows me here.” I said 

sarcastically, “Well, I don’t know you!” 

We still pressed him for ID, which he 

never produced. “Red” explained to us 

that the town of Ludlow had hired him 

to watch for folks who might vandalize 

their water lines, which he claimed were 

not buried. A plausible story, but Red 

looked more like a scrapper than a 

security guard. Somehow we all calmed 

down, and Red decided we were not 

vandals. He told us we could not camp 

near Ludlow (like we needed this nugget 

of info!). When we pulled out of the gas 

station, Red was out of his truck, not 

following us anymore, and we were like 

a bullet on the highway. We traveled 

many miles before making a covert 

camp. And as I was trying to get 

comfortable upon the home-brew burrito 

of clothes, I started laughing. “What?” 

said Steve, not opening his eyes. “I think 

right about now, the San Bernardino 

Sheriff is pulling in to Ludlow, looking 

for the beat up truck with one broken 

tail light and the suspicious male! I 

wonder how Red’s story about being a 

security guard 

will hold up? I 

think we got 

the best of him 

after all….” 

     Epilogue: 

Later we 

found out that 

DE members 

Daniel Dick 

and Bobbi 

Sanchez had a 

similar 

encounter with 

Red earlier 

that same 

evening. We 

checked into 

Red’s 

credentials and verified that he was, 

indeed, an employee of Ludlow; he was 

a maintenance man who apparently 

“misunderstood” his job duties. Red has 

since moved on and is no longer an 

employee at Ludlow. 

SCBS President 

receives honor 

from CA WSF 
By: Debbie Miller Marschke 

S 
teve Marschke, President of the 

Society for the Conservation of 

Bighorn Sheep since 2005, was 

surprised with the honor of receiving the 

“Above and Beyond” award on  

April 27, 2013, was bestowed upon him 

by the California Wild Sheep 

Foundation at their annual banquet in 

Rancho Cordova, California.  

     Also known as the “ A & B Award “, 

the plaque is inscribed: “ A & B Award, 

Above & Beyond, Presented to Steve 

Marschke, For your dedication, 

leadership of SCBS, and many 

contributions to bighorn sheep in CA 

including: working with everyone to get 

the job done – Volunteers, Private 

Industries, Public Agencies…Building 

14 wildlife water systems AND plans 
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for MANY more…Working with 

CDFW to monitor sheep activity with 

an extensive camera program … 

Annually leading a group of volunteers 

in the San Gabriel Sheep Survey … 

Always leaving a site or the trail better 

and cleaner … Being a great example, 

which always brings out the best in 

others.” 

     “The award we are giving tonight 

should have been given a long time ago, 

but the person we are honoring tonight 

is the one that everyone turns to get the 

job done and forgets about it because 

they know he will get it done. He does it 

without help or complaint. He is the go-

to guy that never gets recognized but 

SCBS would need at least 3 people to 

do what he does if he wasn’t there….If 

Steve sees a need for something, he just 

does it, usually with his money and time 

and never asks for reimbursement from 

the Board. He is the first one there with 

his time and money, and the last to 

leave. His love of the wild places is 

shown by trash he picks up every trip 

and work project he’s on. But the thing 

he does the best is his skill to keep his 

interest hidden and work with everyone 

to get the job done. His integrity brings 

the best out of everyone and is shown 

by his election year after year as 

President.” – Gary Thomas, SCBS.  

     Steve is a native of North Dakota. A 

scholarship to the prestigious science 

college California Institute of 

Technology (Cal Tech) brought him to 

California, and after graduating with a 

degree in Mechanical Engineering, he 

was recruited directly by Hughes 

Corporation (now Raytheon) where he 

has worked for 19 years in the field of 

Metrology (aka the science of 

measurement). It did not take long for 

Steve to discover California’s vast open 

public lands, which drew him out to the 

deserts. Volunteering with SCBS was a 

great marriage between enjoyment of 

the desert and making a meaningful 

impact on the land at the same time.  

     Steve believes in volunteerism, and 

virtually every organization that he 

benefits from receives a dividend of his 

service, with sincerity and conviction. 

With SCBS, he began by accepting the 

responsibility as an area Captain, then 

as Area Captain Coordinator, and 

currently is serving as President & 

Website Administrator. He has 

continued as the Area Captain for the 

two big game guzzlers located on the 

Twenty-nine Palms Marine Base 

(Cleghorn and Bullion guzzlers) . Steve 

is on the Board of Directors for the 

Burbank Rifle and Revolver Club, for 

which he contributes more time 

volunteering his labor than he does 

actually shooting at the range. Along 

with his membership in the Desert 

Explorers (DE) and the Mojave Desert 

Heritage & Cultural Association 

(MDHCA), he contributes his labor, and 

volunteers his expertise as a trail leader 

for these organizations as well. He is 

generous to contribute to many other 

organizations as well.  

     Being the wife of Steve Marschke, I 

am continually impressed with the level 

of integrity this Eagle Scout continues 

to serve. He treats everyone with 

respect, and is reciprocally respected by 

his peers. He possesses the skill to keep 

emotions separate in times of 

controversy, and the courage to make 

the tough decisions between what’s fair 

and what’s right. Steve is self-

compelled to do the right thing, even 

when no one is watching. He’s the guy 

who will stop and pull a stranger’s car 

out of a ditch or fix their flat tire. He’s 

the guy who takes the time to make 

repairs on a historic cabin when he’s 

camping or four wheeling. He’s the one 

who will drag a junk car closer to the 

road so it can be hauled away easier, 

and makes it a point to stop and pickup 

roadside trash. He repaints signs in the 

backcountry when the existing paint has 

faded or peeled. He truly gives 

generously of his personal time, and he 

will always say that he has not done 

enough. Congratulations, Steve, on 

receiving this much deserved honor.  

Originally printed in the “Society for 

the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep 

Sheep Sheet-- Volume 2 – July 2013.”  

These photos were submitted by Bob Peltzman who recently travelled to Africa. 
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Photo by Neal Johns 

Alaska 

By: Homer Meek 

A 
ndrea had a horse show to work 

in Palmer, AK, so I went along 

for a great trip. We flew into 

Anchorage, a boat run out of Whittier to 

glaciers, a train ride to Denali, and a 

flight out of Talkeetna in a de Havilland 

Beaver, that took us through canyons at 

the base of Mt. Denali, and landed on 

a glacier.  

SCBS President receives honor from CA WSF 

Kathy Mitchell, Carol 

Paquette, and Joan 

McGovern-White 4-

wheeling in Iceland. 
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Where Am I? 
     Here are the Solution and Winners for August. Location: Southern part of Anza Borrego State Park, 9 mi west of 
Ocotillo and north of Interstate 8. Winners: Homer Meek, Mal Roode, Leonard Friedman, Allan Schoenherr. 
     Ocotillo is located on a site that originally sat on the edge of ancient Lake Cahuilla and is the traditional territory 
of the Kumeyaay. The town originated as a retirement community. The post office was opened in 1957. In March 
2012, a museum, the Imperial Valley Desert Museum opened in Ocotillo after many years of fundraising and 
construction.  
     Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else went left, and is completely lost. 
Send your guess as to where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the subject), and he will 
send me the names of people who correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in another 
newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley 
near the Devil’s Golf Course.” 

To all our subscribers who 

have renewed their 

subscription this past 

month, thank you! 

Desert Explorers Trips 

Contact Mal Roode at 

mal@roode.com if you are 

interested in leading a trip.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Cahuilla
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kumeyaay
http://www.ivdesertmuseum.org/
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DE 
NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Jean Roode 

Assistant Editors: 

Marian and Neal Johns 

 
Next Meeting 

Saturday, October 19 

11:00 a.m. Potluck 

Neal and Marian Johns 

406 Lytle Creek Road 

Lytle Creek, CA 

Phone 909-887-1549 

All trips require a four wheel drive 
vehicle and a working CB unless 
otherwise specified by the trip 
leader. Non-complying vehicles 

will not be allowed on trips. 
Leaders may authorize a variance 

at their discretion. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

Leaders: Dan Messersmith/Dick Taylor 

September 20-26 Utah’s Sevier  Plateau Color Run 

October 18-23 Burro Creek Camp 

November 14-18 Mesquite Nevada RV Camp 

 

Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

 

October 7-9 Beef Basin, Utah Duelke 

October 11-13 Trona Gem-O-Rama Miller/ 

  Marschke 

October 26-27 The Sierra Nevada in a Day-Plus Sequoia Groves Siler 

November 9-11 Paria Canyon Wilderness Slentz 

Contact Mal Roode at mal@roode.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

A ccording to a news report, a certain private Catholic school was recently faced with a unique problem. A 
number of 12-year-old girls were beginning to use lipstick and would put it on in the bathroom. That was fine 
provided it was of a natural or neutral skin tone, but after they put on their lipstick they would press their 

lips to the mirror leaving dozens of little lip prints. 
    Every night the maintenance man would remove them and the next day 
the girls would put them back 
     Finally the principal, Sister Paschal, decided that something had to be 
done. She called all the girls to the bathroom and met them there with the 
maintenance man. She explained that all these lip prints were causing a ma-
jor problem for the custodian who had to clean the mirrors every night (you 
can just imagine the yawns from the little princesses). To demonstrate how 
difficult it had been to clean the mirrors, Sister Paschal asked the mainte-
nance man to show the girls how much effort was required. 
     He took out a long-handled squeegee, dipped it in the toilet, and cleaned 
the mirror with it. Since then, there have been no lip prints on the mirror. 
     There are teachers ....and then there are educators ! 

Here’s an easy way 
to save money and 
see this newsletter 

in color! 
 

E-versions of the DE Newsletter are 

only $10 for a year’s subscription. 

The next time you renew, subscribe to 

the email version only and help save 

our trees! 
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DESERT EXPLORERS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a check 

made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address  Children  

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  E-Mail   

Cell Phone ( )  Ham Call Sign   

I want the DE Newsletter sent by: 

    $10.00 Email (in color!) (must provide email address above)                         $20.00 Mail                            $20.00 Email & Mail  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128 daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169 775-537-7717 bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Ruth Harder DE Chairperson 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 818-585-6468  usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 760-876-9227  usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson  Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406 760-985-6307 tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Road Apple Valley California 92308 760-247-0984 951-733-5242 nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bob Rodemeyer Sir Bob 1864 Chesapeake Way  Corona California 92880  951-642-0776 chiefrodey@gmail.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Newsletter Distributor/Xterra Terror 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond Nevada 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29%20642-0776
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline fo
r submission in th

e October N
ewsle

tter is
 September 1

5th 

 

**FLASH** 

Check your subscrip
tion date to

 see if y
ou need to

 re
new!!! 


