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Rendezvous 
2012 Review 

By Marian Johns 

I 
 would like to thank everyone who 

attended this year’s Rondy in 

Needles for your support. And I 

would also like to thank all who helped 

in some way make this a memorable 

weekend. Some of the folks did double 

duty – helping in more than one way. 

They are: 
 

 Bob Jacoby – money collector and 

list of participants’ keeper   

 Bob & Sue Jaussaud – my Needles’ 

contact, silent auctioneer and 

inbound trip leaders 

 Mary & Charles 

Hughes – also my 

Needles’ contact, 

leaders of Saturday 

and Sunday trips 

 Mary Hughes – 

helping set up the 

Silent Auction 

Friday while Joso 

was leading the 

inbound trip 

 Steve & Debbie 

Marschke – silent 

auctioneer and 

Saturday trip leaders 

 Dave Givens (hope 

you’re recovering 

from your fall) & 

Bob Rodemeyer – inbound trip 

leaders and Saturday trip leaders 

 Neal & Marian Johns – Sunday trip 

leaders 

 Ron Ross – Saturday night program 

– his impressive presentation about 

his grandmother, “The Girl from 

Williamsburg” 

 Jim Proffitt – (good to see you up 

and about) video maker of Ron’s 

program 

 Donators and purchasers of silent 

auction items 

 Everyone who helped clean up after 

the meals 
 

     Please forgive me if I omitted anyone 

– it’s not intentional. 

     The weather certainly wasn’t what I 

expected. I was afraid it might be too 

hot. Instead, I wore my down jacket part 

of the time. Despite the rain, I think 

everyone preferred it to the scorching 

temperatures that are typical in Needles. 

It rains so seldom in the desert, I was 

quite happy to “endure” the cool 

weather and a little moisture. Sue 

Jaussaud reports that the following 
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weekend it was 106 in Needles. We 

lucked out! 

     I believe, the RV park was a good 

location; I’m just sorry we didn’t have 

more customers for them, but I 

understand that gas prices ($4.00+/

gallon) and the charge for an RV site 

($30/day) made choosing a motel a no 

brainer. This is a problem we should 

consider when choosing next year’s 

Rondy venue. 

     I heard only positive comments 

about Saturday night’s catered dinner. 

And I heard that Gaelord Bek (catered 

dinner chef and RV Park owner) 

appreciated his birthday card and flying 

machine gift. 

Rondy Trip 
Reports 

Inbound 

Friday, April 13 

Leaders: Sue and Bob 
Jaussaud 

 

A 
s Snoopy would begin this tale, 

"It was a dark and stormy 

night"...  But wait! That 

describes the END of the trip, when 

raindrops splattered our windshield as 

we descended Eagle Pass into Needles 

after a full day sharing 

our recent desert 

discoveries. (Thanks 

are due here to Mary 

and Charles Hughes, 

who accompanied us 

on several scouting 

trips in the weeks 

before the Rondy.) 

     When the group 

queued up at Essex 

Friday morning, we 

could see the storm 

clouds gathering in the 

West. All day we were 

just ahead of the 

storm that had 

miraculously dumped the 

desert temps by 20 degrees or 

more. Turned out, we were 

soooo lucky, as of this writing 

(just a week later) the 

temperature on our patio has 

climbed to 106 degrees. 

     Our hikes to Honeymoon 

Spring (little bit of water) and 

Granite Tanks (lotta water!) 

were much more enjoyable in 

the cooler weather. After 

crossing the Ward Valley, we 

made quick stops at the Edna 

Lode, the Gold Ace Mine, the Big Chief 

Mine and the Shirley Anne Mine. We 

also visited other digs and habitation 

sites before our rush to Happy Hour 

over Eagle Pass. 

     Many thanks to Mignon Slentz for 

sharing her chocolate-peanut butter 

"wonder bars" with everyone at lunch. 

Also, many thanks to Mike Vollmert, 

Jeff Lipari and Ron Lipari for sweeping 

the entire trip. Lastly, thanks to those 

who joined us on this adventure 

including Nancy Maclean, Ron Ross, 

Terry and Eileen Ogden, Neal and Marian Johns, Mal Roode, Daniel Dicks 

and Bobbi Sanchez, Nelson Miller, Bill 

and Barbara Gossett, Debbie and Steve 

Marschke, Jim Watson with friend Julie, 

and Sunny and Jean Hansen. What a 

great group to travel with! 

Cheryl Mangin, Needles Museum, accepting 
check from Desert Explorers 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Gold Ace Mine 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Granite Tank Hike 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Bill in his Inline 8 Cylinder Buick 

Honeymoon Spring 

Photo by Mal Roode 

The DE received a letter from the 

Needles Museum thanking us for our 

$500 donation we presented to 

Needles Museum representative, 

Cheryl Mangin, at the Rendezvous. 
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Inbound 

Friday, April 13 

Leaders: Dave Given and Bob 
Rodemeyer 

 

T 
he trip started with breakfast at 

the Ludlow Cafe in beautiful 

downtown Ludlow, CA. The 

weather was overcast and intermittent 

sprinkles were experienced as we left 

the Cafe and traveled through Ludlow to 

the site of the Murphy Brothers Store. 

Beginning operation in early 1880, the 

brothers bought the store from "Ma 

Preston", known as the Queen of the 

Desert and one of the many characters of 

the East Mojave. The store had Murphy 

Brothers Store painted on the side of the 

building and over the door was painted 

"Ludlow Mercantile Co. 1908. The 

building was heavily damaged during 

the Hector quake and unfortunately may 

not be standing for too many more 

years. Next stop was at the Ludlow 

Grave Yard. The owners of Ludlow 

have spent some time recently providing 

upkeep to the graves. 

     We departed Ludlow on Old Route 

66 heading east while discussing the 

early railroad operations and the various 

old stations, sidings, and watering stops 

that were located along the present day 

railroad tracks. Old railroad locations 

were passed with the interesting names 

such as Ash Hill, Siberia, Klondike and 

Bagdad. A shot stop was made at 

Bagdad to compare old picture of the 

adjacent town that existed at this 

location well into the 1970's before it 

was abandoned and the buildings were 

torn down. Bagdad had a gas station, 

store, motel, and a Highway Patrol 

office. 

     Moving on down the road we passed 

the famous Amboy Crater and made a 

short stop to discuss the old prank 

conducted by teenagers in the 1930's 

that made world news headlines. The 

prank involved starting an old car tire 

and trash fire in the Amboy Crater, 

which produced much black smoke. The 

smokey fire was mistaken for an 

eruption of the crater for several days 

and caused automobile and train travels 

to be delayed along the National Trails 

Highway until the prank was discovered. 

     A tour of old town of Amboy 

including the graveyard resulted in some 

great photo opportunities for everyone. 

Time was taken to compare old photos 

of the town with the existing structures. 

Chambless Camp or Junction and Cadiz 

were visited next including the old 

location of the Cadiz train station, and 

the siding of the Arizona & California 

Railroad that runs between Cadez and 

Matthie, Arizona across the Colorado 

River between Earp and Parker. 

     The town of Danby (old Danby on 

the rail line and new Danby located on 

Old Route 66) were visited next, with a 

lunch stop at Old Danby located on the 

BNSF rail line. A discussion about the 

history of the court house at new Danby 

was conducted with information about 

the old Amboy-Ludlow Judicial District 

Court and the Justice of the Peace for 

the area, Johnny Neilson. The district 

operated well into the 1950's and many a 

speeder on Old Route 66 paid their fines 

at this facility. Old Danby was the 

location of a mine milling operation, 

railroad station originally built in 1880. 

General Patton used Danby as a 

Division Laundry facility for the WWII 

Desert Training Center. 

     After lunch we traveled to the town 

of Essex and visited the old WWII site 

of Camp Clipper and Camp Essex, 

including the military airfield at Camp 

Essex. Diagrams and pictures of Camp 

Clipper were compared to the existing 

terrain today. The airfield was large 

enough to handle 

fighter aircraft and 

medium bombers that 

supported training 

operations at the 

Center. Camp Essex 

was a sanitation 

support facility mainly 

shower facilities and a 

supply siding on the 

railroad line. 

     The group 

continued traveling on 

Old Route 66 towards 

Needles, a short drive 

on I40 exiting to 

Highway 95 for a side 

trip to one of the East 

Mojave's many mysteries. The side trip 

went to the Ibex Mine which was very 

interesting in itself, but the mystery 

involved a building near the mine on 

what might be an old alignment of an 

unpaved segment of old National Trails 

Highway. This building looks very 

much like a cafe, but its location is well 

off the normal vehicle roads through the 

area. It is rumored that the building 

might have been moved to the area by 

person or persons unknown at sometime 

in the past. 

     Participants on the inbound trip who 

braved the intermittent wet weather were 

Leader, Dave (Big Bird) Given; Dana 

(Big Bird's pit crew and personal 

mechanic) Manjarrez; Bob (Lost Again)

Peltzmann; and Sweep, Bob (Sir Bob) 

Rodemeyer. We arrived in Needles with 

everyone present and in time for the 

potluck. 

Turtle Mountains 
Introduction 

Saturday, April 14 

Leaders: Steve and Debbie 
Marschke 

 

I 
 had worked with Dave Given and 

Bob Rodemeyer in coordinating our 

trips to the Turtle Mountains area.  

Initially, we had unknowingly planned 

trips for the same area, but through 

conference and planning our trips were 

Quartz Knob 

Photo by Deb Miller Marschke 
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Photo by Marian Johns 

made different.  The only common 

quality was traveling from Needles 

south on the Hwy. 95. We had our 

groups line up in the same place in front 

of the RV park. It was a little chaotic at 

first, but we managed to get both groups 

lined up and sorted out; Bob and Dave’s 

group were at the lead of the pack, and 

our group unit comprised the second 

half.  Bob and Dave peeled off the 

highway and headed for West Well. 

Steve and I had eleven vehicles with us: 

Ron Ross, Nancy McClean and Leasa, 

Bill and Barbara Gossett, Tommy 

Perasso and Glenda Roach, Jim Watson 

and Julie, Carol Paquette, Norma and 

Danny Siler, Craig Baker, Neal and 

Marian Johns, Bruce Barnett, Leonard, 

Rebecca and Hanna Friedman,  Bob 

Jacoby, and Bobbie Sanchez and Daniel 

Dick.  Then Bob and Sue Jaussaud 

joined us, which made 12 vehicles.  

     Our trip was focused on the mineral 

resources that are found in the Turtle 

Mountains. Steve and I were traveling 

in our Jeep CJ without a 

roof – it was a cold day 

that threatened of rain. 

Sometimes, rain would 

lightly spit on us, but not 

enough to soak us. It was 

never raining when our 

group exited the vehicles 

to explore.  

     Our first stop was at the 

Lost Arch Inn, where 

Charley Brown resided as 

a miner with his partner 

Jesse Craik from 1922 to 

1948. I told the group the 

tale of the Lost Arch 

Mine,  where a prolific abundance of  

gold was said to be located directly 

under a natural arch. Of 

course, as in all lost mine 

tales, the exact location 

had been lost and never 

relocated. It is said that 

there are many natural 

arches within the Turtle 

Mountains, and my 

perusal of the Desert 

Magazine Index 

demonstrated that the 

legend has been the 

catalyst for many 

countless adventures, 

ongoing. One of the two 

cabins  in Charley 

Brown’s camp are still 

standing, but don’t wait 

long to see the last one because it is 

rapidly deteriorating. Steve and I lead 

the group past the cabin south, along an 

increasingly rough track. At one point 

there was one steep spot when the trail 

elevation dropped about 20 

feet from the edge of the 

wash to the bottom, which 

added a little excitement but  

did not impede the group.  

     We continued past the 

remains of Carson’s Well 

and parked in a wide area to 

collect rocks. This 

particular spot had nice 

specimens of red and 

striped jasper. Immediately 

the group fanned out to 

harvest some good 

polishing rocks. Even if 

some of the group was not collecting, 

the scenery was spectacular. The peaks 

and features of the Turtle Mountains are 

reason enough to make this journey.   

     We got moving again, exiting the 

way we had entered, and again past the 

Lost Arch Inn. We crisscrossed paths 

with Dave and Bob’s group, who had 

just arrived at the Lost Arch Inn (yes! 

Perfect timing as we had previously 

discussed…we thought it would be 

serendipitous to have both groups cross 

paths). We wound our way out of this 

section of the mountains and traveled 

along the East Mojave Heritage Trail 

westbound. We skipped some features 

which we planned on visiting on our 

way back, and continued to Chalcedony 

Hill. I advised the group to eat lunch 

right away, as once the collecting of 

rocks began, there would be no 

stopping! Marian Johns had already had 

lunch, and she was the first to beeline 

up Chalcedony Hill. It wasn’t long 

before she could be seen hunched over, 

scouring the ground for treasures. The 

rest of the group followed soon 

thereafter. The walk from the road 

begins by traversing flat areas with the 

goal for getting one’s self as high upon 

the side of Chalcedony Hill as you can. 

Easier said than done…once you start 

finding chalcedony, progress is 

completely impeded and sometimes 

halted! It is scattered all over the ground 

here. The chalcedony is milky white  to 

clear quartz rock that forms in blobs, 

ribbons, and bubbles. Some of the 

Carol and Sue Find a Good One 

Photo by Deb Miller Marschke 

Leonard Signs In 

Photo by Deb Miller Marschke 

Mystery Ruin 

Photo by Deb Miller Marschke 
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material found are chalcedony “roses” 

which are flower-like buttons of quartz. 

Some have druzy crystals that sparkle 

and some form chambers like arches or 

have geode-like qualities. Any way you 

describe them, they are intriguing and 

addicting to pick up. At one point I 

made a 360 degree turn to observe a 

good number of our group spread all 

over Chalcedony Hill, bent over and 

picking up rocks like an adult Easter egg 

hunt. After spending much time bent 

over treasure hunting, Nancy McClean 

stood up straight, looked off into the 

distance, and declared “Have any of you 

taken a good look out there? It’s 

beautiful!” Indeed it was, we had 

reached a time of day where shadows 

accent the scenery and up light others.  

     When I was sure that the group had 

enough collecting, we began the trek 

back.  We had opportunity to stop at the 

landmark Quartz Knob, which is a huge 

pedestal of quartz smack in the middle 

of desert floor. We investigated the 

ruins of an old cabin, and stopped at the 

mailbox on the EMHT, where some of 

us signed in. All in all it was a very 

pleasant trip, the weather held out for 

us, and everyone had a fun day.  

Gold Dome Mine 
& Jackpot Springs 

Saturday, April 14 

Leaders: Charles and Mary 
Hughes 

 

T 
he day dawned rainy with no 

wind, but it did not stop Mignon 

Slentz, Glenn Shaw, Bob and 

Karen Monsen, Sunny and Jean Hansen, 

Kristan and Jim Proffitt and Charles and 

Mary Hughes from putting on their 

slickers and hiking the trail. When we 

got to the trail head the consensus was 

let's go!! We started out at 9:30 a.m. and 

got to Jack Pot Springs around 10:20 

a.m. We spent some good time there 

looking at the "town" site which has a 

few old rock walls left standing. Sunny 

Hansen also found a habitation site, 

good find Sunny. We visited the springs 

and then made our way up an old 

mining road to Gold Dome Mine. We 

got to the top around 11:45 a.m., had 

lunch and enjoyed the beautiful vista 

looking toward Topock Gorge and the 

Colorado River. Everyone agreed that 

the view was spectacular. We left the 

area, stopped at some rock wall ruins 

below the mine site, Charles took a few 

back down the old road and Mary the 

rest of the group down the gorge on an 

old, old, trail.. We all met at Jack Pot 

Springs, and then hiked out. We stopped 

at the dog grave, paid our respects, and 

arrived back to camp at 2:45 p.m.. 

Everyone agreed that the scenery is 

spectacular in this area, and all would 

like to go back again to spend more time 

in better weather. Charles and Mary 

thank all of you for coming on our trip 

and making it very special. 

Outbound 

Sunday, April 15 

Leaders: Charles and Mary 
Hughes 

 

W 
e all met at the Needles 

Museum at 9:00 a.m. Spent 

some quality time there, and 

then left around 9:40 a.m. to start the 

trip. In the caravan was Danny and 

Norma Siler, Bruce Barnett. Tommy 

Perasso and friend Glenda, Jerry and 

Joni Harada, Debbie and Steve 

Marschke, and Charles and Mary 

Hughes. 

     We drove to the Colorado River to 

start the trip. Mary had an old 

photograph from 1903 which showed 

the water tower, the Superintendent's 

home, the boat landing which also 

showed about 15 people standing at the 

landing. The photo also showed how 

wide the river was, which was quite 

amazing to everyone to see. We stayed 

about 25 minutes, and left to connect 

with the Mojave Road on Needles 

Highway. Our first stop was Granite 

Springs. We spent a lot of time here. 

This is a spectacular stop, with the 

petroglyphs, the big horn sheep if you 

are lucky to see one, the springs, and so 

much evidence of the Mojave's being 

here. Our next stop was the Hardyville 

Road/Mojave Road junction. Mary took 

some time to talk about William 

Harrison Hardy, his ferry port and the 

direction this road takes to the river. 

This is Mary's favorite spot, and Jerry 

Harada is going to walk the road with 

Mary as far as old Hardyville. It's in 

print, Jerry, you are now committed. 

Onward we go, cross Hwy. 95, and head 

up to Ft. Paiute. We go directly to the 

Fort, have lunch, and then stop at the 

Fort and make our way up the trail to 

the wagon ruts. This trail is awesome. 

You are walking in the steps of the 

Mojave's et al that came over the 

Mojave Road. It is an overwhelming 

hike. When we got to the ruts, and you 

look down toward the river, you think of 

all the people who came over the road, 

Garcés, Smith, Beale, Military, our own 

Emmett Harder's grandmother went 

west over the Mojave Road in the 

middle 1800's. It is a very emotional 

place to be.  

     We made a brief stop at Irwin’s 

turkey ranch as time was running late 

and some were heading to LA. We hit 

Highway 95 at 4:00 p.m., said our 

goodbyes and headed home. We all 

agreed that it was a great trip and no 

matter how many times you travel over 

the Mojave Road it is always a very 

moving place to visit. Charles and Mary 

thank everyone who came on our trip 

and made it such a great day.  

Outbound 

Sunday, April 15 

Leaders: Neal &Marian 
Johns 

 

T 
he plan was to follow the First 

Segment of the Heritage Trail to 

Ward Valley and then head over 

to the Old Woman Mountains where 

Painted Rock and Sunflower Springs are 

located. We made it to Painted Rock on 

schedule and found another group there 

ahead of us, but they soon left. We all 

scrambled up to the cave with the 
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pictographs overlooking the water-filled 

tinaja below. What a special place this 

is; I think it’s my favorite in all of the 

East Mojave. After much photo-taking 

of the pictographs, we walked back to 

the vehicles for lunch. 

     However, on the way back, I took 

some photos of the tinaja, and was 

scooting on my rear over the big 

boulders when I lost my balance and fell 

backward, landing on my right thigh and 

right shoulder blade. I swear it wasn’t 

more than a couple of feet, but I sure 

was sore. When we finished lunch, it 

was getting so 

late, we 

skipped 

Sunflower 

Springs and all 

headed for 

home.  

     By the time 

we got to the 

bottom of 

Cajon Pass on 

our way home, 

my bruises 

were making 

me so 

uncomfortable, 

we went directly to Kaiser Medical 

Center in Fontana. They took x-rays – 

no fractures or broken bones, and sent 

me home with pills for pain. 

     Got home about midnight, checked 

emails and found I have a new 

grandson! He was born Saturday, April 

14 – while Neal and I were 

Rendezvousing in Needles! He has four 

names! Jason Deven Peyton Cox. His 

parents are my son, David and his wife, 

Allison. 

Future Trips 

White Mountains 
& Bristlecone 

Pines 
July 21-22 

Leader: Jay Lawrence 
CB: 13 

B 
eautiful, breathtaking views, fun 

4WD trails and the oldest trees 

on earth! We'll gather Saturday 

morning in Big Pine, head east out Hwy. 

168 through the Westgard Pass, then up 

Wyman Canyon the back way past 

Roberts Ranch into the Ancient 

Bristlecone Pine Forest. Stops along the 

spine of the White Mountains will 

include some spectacular overlooks and 

the amazing Patriarch Grove. Saturday 

night camp and potluck will be nearby 

(but lower) in the Cottonwood Basin. 

Sunday we'll 

head over to 

the ranger 

headquarters 

then down 

Silver 

Canyon to 

Laws and the 

railroad 

museum and 

Bishop. 

Elevations 

range from 

4,000 feet in 

Big Pine to 

11,000 feet at 

the Bristlecones, so plan accordingly. 

There may still be a little snow still on 

the ground at the higher elevations. Four 

wheel drive, decent ground clearance, a 

full size spare and CB radios will be 

required. Limited to 12 vehicles. Email 

or phone for more details and trip space. 

San Bernardino 
Mountains 

August 10-12 

Leader:  Ted Kalil 

CB: 13; Ham: 145.535 

W 
e have the Green Spot 

Equestrian Group 

Campground near Onyx 

Summit again this year. That site has 

fire rings, vault toilets (including a 

double where you can enjoy the 

company of a friend), plenty of space, 

and is ours exclusively for the time 

we’re there.  

     This time we’ll do different trails, 

more to the south and west of the 

campground. If open, we’ll run the trail 

near Seven Oaks Dam where an original 

Edison power plant, the Santa Ana 

River Hydroelectric #1 still exists. All 

trails will be easy (green) to moderate 

(blue), but please bring a good ground 

clearance 4 wheel drive vehicle to avoid 

surprises. 

Leonard Changing Shoes 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Heading up Old Eagle Pass Road 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Mile Marker on Old Eagle Pass Road 

Photo by Mal Roode 
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     Friday night we’ll be on our own for 

dinner; Saturday night pot luck. At meal 

time or thereabouts, how about sharing a 

story about your best, worst (feel free to 

use mine) or most unusual camping trip? 

No prizes, but lots of sympathy or envy 

should be available. Please bring some 

firewood if you can. 

   For those who have signed up, 

preferably by email to tskalil@msn.com, 

I’ll forward directions to the campsite 

about two weeks beforehand. There is 

technically an 8 vehicle limit that can 

stay at the campsite but I don’t think 

that’s actually monitored, and there isn’t 

a limit on our trail runs. 

Afton Canyon and 
Beyond 

October 13-14 

Leader: Nelson Miller 

CB: 13 

I 
ntaglio’s, Indian trail, Spooky 

Canyon, rock arrangements, desert 

megaphone, plank road, Rocky 

Ridge, lava falls, lava tube, and lava 

arch. Thanks to Bill Mann for this trip!  

We will visit sites he describes in 

Volume 1 of his books, pages 1, 2, 8, 10, 

15, all of the Crucero Area Sites, pages 

40-51, plus pages 56-57, and Volume 2, 

pages 22-28. Who, what, when, and 

why? I don’t know either, but we can 

speculate together and at least we will 

know where. Where is Sunny? 

     Meet at the Field Road off-ramp of I-

15 (28 miles east of Barstow), south 

side, by the cell tower at 9:00 a.m. We 

will see the Double Circle, Candy Cane 

and Triangles intaglios, visit Field and 

Dunn railroad stops and stop at the 

Indian Trail and sleeping circles on the 

way into Afton Canyon. In Afton 

Canyon, we will stop at Spooky Canyon. 

Then on to Crucero, the desert 

megaphone, and the Malcolm Rogers 

Rock “arrangements.” We will camp at 

Mesquite Springs, which is a dry, 

primitive camp. Plan on happy hour and 

potluck Saturday evening. Sunday 

morning we will visit Sands and the 

plank road (now almost entirely buried 

in the sand) on the way to Jackass 

Canyon and at the top of the ridge, hike 

over to Rocky Ridge, where they took 

wagons down the steep ridge. This is 

only about a ¼ mile from the road. We 

will continue to the lava fields to see the 

cinder cones, lava falls, lava tube and 

end at the lava arch for those that are 

interested. The arch is about a 1.5 mile 

round-trip hike through a sandy wash 

that has both pictographs and 

petroglyphs along the edge of a lava 

flow. There will be plenty of deep, soft 

sand on this trip and some rough spots in 

the lava fields, so make sure you have 

an appropriate vehicle. 

     E-mail Nelson Miller at 

nmiller@hogleireland.com, if you plan 

to come and for more information.  

Member 
Doings 

D 
E Newsletter subscribers, 

Claudia and Alan Heller, have a 

book recently published entitled 

“Life on Route 66: Personal Accounts 

Along the Mother Road to California.”   

     What's it about? "Winding through 

the rugged heartland of the American 

West, Route 66 has resonated for 

generations in hardscrabble stories of 

hopeful seekers of new homes and 

lives.  The Mother Road has inspired 

books and shows by the dozens, 

exploring the mythology and 

anticipation of freedom road.  But here 

is something new. Coauthors Claudia 

and Alan Heller, longtime  residents of 

Duarte, California along Route 66, 

hitched their trailer to a retirement 

dream and traveled the road again, in 

their home state and back to Chicago. 

They collected stories about the iconic 

highway and what it means to the people 

who live along it." 

    See blog for ordering options: 

www.insidesocal.com/66. 
 

Marian and Mignon at Needles Museum 

Photo by Jim Proffitt 

Vicki and Sue at Needles Museum 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Rendezvous 2012 

mailto:tskalil@msn.com
mailto:nmiller@hogleireland.com
http://www.insidesocal.com/66
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Desert Explorers has adopted a new Release of Claims form. Trip Leaders can download and copy enough of them for their events; 
members can also download, fill out and bring it with them when going on a run, which should save some time. Once a participant has 
signed one, it is good for one year. We will be working on a tracking system whereby members will sign one annually when renewing 
memberships, leaving only new participants to sign when first going on a trip. Trip Leaders will save all signed Release forms for at least 
three years. The Secretary will also maintain all Releases signed at renewal times for three years. 

 

MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION LIABILITY RELEASE FORM  

RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS  

In consideration of being accepted by Mojave River Valley Museum Association, a California corporation (“Museum”) for 

participation, on or after January 1, 2012, in events and/or trips regarding Museum including, but not limited to, trips and/or 

events conducted by Museum’s Desert Explorers Club, the undersigned, being 21 years of age or older do hereby, for myself/

ourselves, and for and on behalf of my/our child-participant(s) if any said child is not 21 years of age or older do hereby 

release forever discharge and agree to hold harmless the Museum and its directors, officers, members, employees, 

volunteers, trip leaders, agents and representatives of any kind or nature whatsoever from any and all liability, claims or 

demands for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any nature whatsoever which 

may be incurred by the undersigned or any child-participant referred to herein which arise from or in any way relate to any 

Museum event and/or trip. The undersigned acknowledges that Desert Explorer trips involve off-road activities not suitable 

for all vehicles. The undersigned accepts full responsibility for all of my/our actions including, but not limited to, decisions on 

which trails to take on off-road trips. If the undersigned has or any child-participant has any health problems, allergies or 

physical limitations that may affect the undersigned, the child, or others, the undersigned will disclose same to both Museum 

and to any trip leader. I agree that Museum’s trip leader will make the final determination as to whether the undersigned’s 

conduct, health condition and/or vehicle are acceptable for any off-road trip and that the undersigned is bound by such 

decision. The undersigned warrants and represents to Museum that the undersigned has current automobile insurance 

coverage as required by California law and either has health and accident insurance or is financially able to self-insure for all 

medical costs. The undersigned will be responsible for any child-participant that accompanies the undersigned to any Museum 

event and/or trip and shall be responsible for them and their actions whether such child-participant(s) is the undersigned’s 

own child or is the child of others that the undersigned is authorized to bring.  

 

Date:          

Signed:                Printed Name:              

Address:                              

Email:               Phone:                

Vehicle Description:               License Number:         

Names and ages of minor children:                        

                                

Mojave River Valley Museum Member?  � Yes  � No 

Desert Explorer Newsletter Subscriber?  � Yes  � No 

 

Rev. 4/3/2012 
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
NEWSLETTER 

Editor: 

Jean Roode 
 

Assistant Editors: 

Marian and Neal Johns 

Thank You! 

Thank you to all our subscribers who have 

renewed their subscription this past month. 

Where Am I? 
Here are the Solution and Winners for May. Location: area NW of Kennedy Meadows, Stanislaus NF. Winners: Mal Roode, 
James Proffitt, Joan Steiner and Allan Schoenherr. Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone 
else went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in 
the subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish 
in another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley 
near the Devil’s Golf Course.” 

O 
ne evening, while sitting around the dinner table, a little 

girl looked up and asked her father, "Daddy, you're the 

boss, right?" Her father was very pleased by this and 

replied, "Yes." Then, the little girl continued, "That's 

because mommy put you in charge, right?" 
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Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

July 21-22 White Mountains Lawrence 

August 10-12 Green Spot Camp Kalil 

September 15-16 Southern Most Redwoods Miller 

October 13-14 Afton Canyon Miller 
 

Contact Mal Roode at malroode@gmail.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

June 10 Hardy Toll Road, Wheeler Wash,  

 Antelope Wash Loop Messersmith/Taylor 

August 10-18 Flagstaff Summer Exploration Messersmith/Taylor 

September 16-22 Utah’s I-70 Shadow Road Messersmith/Taylor 

October 21 Route 66-Pica Camp/Ashfork Loop Messersmith/Taylor 

General Trip Information 

1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment (Museum 

membership required): 

a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja, camping 

out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced Desert Explorers subscrib-

ers. The Desert Explorers newsletter is available for $20 a year. 

b. The Mojave River Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with motorhomes and 

trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without 4WD vehicles, return-

ing to camp each night. The trips are led by experienced Museum members who, collectively, have spent 

decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their newsletter is available for $7/year from editor and 

Field Trip Leaders Richard and Lori Shapel 760-254-3897. 

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are 

included in every newsletter. Exception: Guests in member’s vehicle are allowed but are encouraged  to join 

the Museum. Guests who drive their own vehicle must make a $10 contribution to the Mojave River Valley 

Museum.  

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip or 

until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The leader 

may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in the trip is 

terminated. 

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly dogs 

are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually not from 

the Museum. 

5. To receive the Desert Explorers’ Newsletter, send $20 for a subscription to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain 

Avenue, Highland, CA 92346. Make the check out to Mojave River Valley Museum (MRVM). 

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip. Channel 

13 is the Desert Explorers’ channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so that other members 

can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road. 

Weekend Trips: There is normally one major trip each month. This will be the trip on which you can look around 

and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There 

may be another trip during the month for people who have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of 

all this is to generate more coherence as a group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from 

the Mojave River Explorers. Don’t forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month. 

Trip Coordinator: Malcolm Roode.  Send your trip proposals to Mal. Mal will resolve any time conflicts and 

maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips for subscribers 

upon request (see below). 

Non Museum sponsored trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of subscribers’ non museum sponsored trips 

in order to fill the pages, encourage you to get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain 

you. Some trips, because of time or limited number of people, are not suitable for official Museum trip status. Our 

Trip Coordinator is the point of contact for Subscribers having or wanting to go on a non Museum sponsored trip.  

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the Leader. 

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip meet-

ing place and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope. 

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual subscrip-

tion fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are incurred as a result of 

Desert Explorers activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office supplies and postage but do not 

include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other extraordinary expenses must be authorized 

by the Executive Committee. 

Hot Tips for Leaders: 

1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The write-

ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have enough 

information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.) 

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave 

River Explorers for their outings. 

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork for 

everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc. 

4. Support your other leaders’ trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you. 

5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip. 

6. Leaders, please put your CB Channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert Explorers’ 

channel 13) in your trip write-up.  

Dog Policy: Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes 

blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders will not 

have to make ad hoc policy. 

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader! 

2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes. 

3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite. 

4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.  

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Information 

Next Meeting 

Saturday, July 14 

11:00 a.m. 

Pizza (bring a couple bucks) 

Neal and Marian Johns 

(Old House)  

406 Lytle Creek Road 

Lytle Creek, CA 

Phone 909-887-1549 

Directions to the Johns 

Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest into the mountains 

following Lytle Creek Wash. You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) 

and shortly continue through a stoplight. Go six and one fourth miles, passing 

the Ranger Station and two stores on the right and our two story house is on the 

left behind a black iron fence directly across the street from the white, modular 

Post Office. If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 feet too 

far. Several friendly dogs will greet you but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549. 

tel:%28909%29%20887-1549
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DESERT EXPLORERS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a check 

for $20.00 made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address  Children  

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  E-Mail   

Cell Phone ( )  Ham Call Sign   

I want the DE Newsletter sent by: 

         Email PDF (must provide email address above)            Mail           Both—Email PDF (must provide email address above) and Mail  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 

Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-830-2908 daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169 775-537-7717 bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave. San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 818-585-6468  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley California 86446-5279 760-876-9227  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson & Neal Keeper 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406 760-985-6307 tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Xterra Terror 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond Nevada 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29757-3128
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline fo
r submission in th

e Ju
ly Newsle

tter is
 Ju

ne 10th 

 

**FLASH** 

Check your subscrip
tion date to

 see if y
ou need to

 re
new!!! 

Sunday, June 17th is 

Father’s Day! 


