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Future Trips 

Explore Arizona 

November 19-27 

Leader:  Neal Johns 

CB Channel 13 

I 
f you need to be back for 

Thanksgiving, you can leave 

early. This is an exploratory trip 

for experienced drivers only. Some 

short sections may be difficult for 

showroom stock vehicles. We will 

visit the Oatman Massacre Site near 

Sentinel off I-8 (Petros, Mormon 

Battalion/Southern Emigrant Trail, 

historic inscriptions), the Coke 

Ovens near Florence (five, made 

from native stone and used for 

making charcoal for the mines), Box 

Canyon and a nearby Stage Stop 

(may be difficult if it rained 

recently), and other places TBD. For 

more information, contact me or use 

Google. Bring empty 5 gallon gas 

can. We will meet Saturday morning 

at 9:30 a.m. on the right side of I-10, 

Indio, CA, Dillon Rd. Exit, Arco 

Station. Signup required. 

aridneal@gmail.com  

.  .  . 

Lake Mead 
Recreation Area 

(M.O.E.) 

December 10 

D 
ick and I are going to do a day 

trip on Saturday, December 10, 

to drive and explore a few more 

of the Lake Mead Recreation Area roads 

on the Arizona side of the Hoover Dam 

working our way back toward Kingman. 

Dick will lead us on a re-run on roads 

going the opposite direction than last 

time and do a few roads that did not get 

done the time before. 

     This trip, like the last one to that 

area, will begin at breakfast at the 

Hacienda Hotel and Casino just past the 

Hoover Dam bridge. We meet there at 

8:30 a.m. and plan to depart promptly at 

9:30 a.m. 

     No RSVP is necessary, if you can 

make it, we'll be glad to see you. If you 

can't, we'll hope to see you on the next 

one. As always, we are operating on 

Arizona time which is still the same as 

CA & NV. We will be running Channel 

35 on the CB as usual. 

.  .  . 

Camp Rock 
Campout 

January 20, 21, 22 

Leader:  Ted Kalil 

T 
his will be a base camp off Camp 

Rock Road near the Rodman 

Mountains – I’ll give coordinates 

and directions to those who are coming. 
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The camping area is fairly level but 

definitely not exclusive (we’re 

probably spoiled from the San 

Bernardino Mountains site). Arrive 

Friday, January 21st, if you can, but if 

you can only come for a day, that’s OK 

too. Friday night dinner will be on our 

own or we can go to Lucerne Valley. 

The Chinese Restaurant there is good 

and there are other choices: pizza, 

Mexican, etc.  

     Saturday we’ll tour the general area 

including the Camp Rock Mine, 

Bessemer Mine, Cougar Buttes, 

Stoddard Valley where we can stop at 

the Slash X Café for lunch if desired, 

and possibly Pizgah Crater. Saturday 

night please bring something for the 

potluck dinner, a little wood for the 

campfire, and some, at least partially, 

true stories. 

     Sunday we’ll visit the Rodman 

Mountains Petroglyphs, not far from 

our campsite. We’ll need to park our 

vehicles there and walk up the wash 

where an amazing amount of 

petroglyphs are located. I remember 

drawing some of them but have 

forgotten what I was trying to say. See 

Bill Mann’s Volume I, page 62 for 

better info. By the time we’re done 

with this, it may well be around noon 

and time to head on home if you like. 

     Please let me know you’re coming, 

preferably by email tskalil@msn.com 

or you can call my cell: 760-985-6307. 

CB Channel 13; Ham 145.535 

 

Member  
Doings 

In South Africa! 

By Anne Stoll 

  

T 
he Drakensberg Mountains of 

South Africa! What a place! 

The other side of the globe, 

culturally and physically, and yet you 

can get there in a day (OK, a loooong 

day). We’re back, I think – though 

some of me is still there hiking the 

hills, marveling and trying to take it all 

in. A land of fantastic beauty and yet 

familiar somehow, like Southern 

California in many ways with 

eucalyptus and golden dry grasses and 

(for us, anyway) lots of sunshine. But 

then you have the blesboks and 

springboks and zebras grazing – and 

oops! Not so familiar after all. We 

(eight of us) had an excellent local 

guide, an archaeologist with a great 

personality (!) who led us to about a 

dozen painted rock shelters where 

George and the group photographed to 

their hearts’ content (see photo). There 

were several all-day hikes involved but 

despite some pre-trip anxiety, yours-

Photo by Anne Stoll 
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truly happily kept up with the pack. 

With botanist friend Gary James along, 

nature was fully explored and treasured 

from tiny succulents to flowering protea 

trees. The lodges were excellent – some 

with unusual architecture (see photo). 

We stayed three nights in a lion 

sanctuary where the ―music‖ of roaring 

big cats at sunset enhanced our Happy 

Hour. Such a rich and beautiful place! 

     But I don’t think we’ll ever go back. 

People seemed friendly enough and we 

had no problems, but we count ourselves 

fortunate in that regard. South Africa 

has become very dangerous for white 

people and sadly, it’s sinking farther 

into social chaos all the time. We were 

riding in a rented Toyota van, the most 

desirable vehicle as this is what they use 

for taxis. Hijackings of vehicles by 

armed gangs are very common – one 

occurred in broad daylight just down the 

road from our lodge while we were 

there! Toward the end of our trip, our 

guide, Frans, revealed he had personally 

been hijacked twice and robbed three 

times, some 25 of his colleagues and 

friends have been killed over the years, 

and most of his family had already left 

the country. Sadly, he’s planning to join 

them in a year or two. We saw many 

burned out and abandoned farms and 

each night the gates to our lodges were 

locked and guarded. My initial naiveté 

was exposed early on in Ladybrand, a 

cute little town that looks a lot like 

Beaver, Utah. One afternoon I wanted to 

leave our hotel to explore the shops and 

take a few photos but Frans quickly 

stopped me. ―Do you see any white 

women on the streets?‖ he asked me. 

―Well, no,‖ says I. Light bulb time! ―I’m 

sorry, it’s just not safe for you‖ he 

continued. Sigh. The only time we 

mingled with locals was once in a 

supermarket where we stopped for 

batteries. Was that sullen look on the 

faces of the loitering young black men 

we passed really hatred? I prefer not to 

think so, but I could never speak to one 

so it may have been. 

      Ah, if only this crazy world would 

wake up! Anyway, we’re home safe and 

sound and looking forward to sharing 

more with you soon. 

.  .  . 

 

The Tucson 
International 

Treasure 
Hunt 

By Deb Miller 

Marschke 

F 
all season has arrived 

and with it, hunting 

season. My husband, 

Steve Marschke, was raised 

in North Dakota, so every 

fall he joins his family for 

some quality time and 

quality deer hunting (animal 

lovers - don’t fret). Up that 

that part of our country, 

hunting is very necessary to 

keep the deer population 

healthy and stable). Well, I 

have a little joke I tell every 

February …I get to go 

hunting too. My ―hunting 

trip‖ means I travel to Tucson, Arizona 

to treasure hunt at the Tucson 

International Gem and Mineral Show. I 

know what a lot of you are thinking – 

it’s like the one at Quartzsite, right? 

Why go to all the trouble and expense 

traveling to Tucson when we can get the 

same fix at the Greatest Show on Earth 

in Quartzsite?   

     I’m here to testify that ―Quartzsite is 

to Tucson‖ as ―an appetizer is to a 

banquet.‖ Tucson is where all the 

rockhounds of the world unite into a 

huge gem and mineral convention; 

everyone from small scale hard rock 

miners to International museum dealers 

are here to show and sell. The Show is 

actually not at one location, there are 

about 40 different locations, or 

―venues‖, set up for this temporary two-

week event. The Show literally takes 

over the southern portion of Tucson! 

The ―main event‖ is hosted by the 

Tucson Gem and Mineral Society, 

usually at an upscale location, and 

displays the crème-de-la-crème of 

unique specimens and rare minerals. 

This will also include fossils and 

prehistoric animals – that you can 

actually buy if you have the bucks. The 

Photo by Anne Stoll 
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other associated satellite show venues 

are peppered around Southern Tucson, 

hosted at hotels, in large tented 

convention halls, or set up in vacant lots 

styled like a swap meet.   

     The hotel venues are interesting; 

each hotel room has been converted into 

a mini rock shop. The vendors have set 

up their display cases in the rooms, and 

there is a shop sign hung above each 

doorway to signify the name of the 

business and where in the world they 

have traveled from. Essentially, the 

hotel venues become rock and mineral 

malls. The tented and open-air venues 

are less formal and tend to peddle other 

goods along with the rocks – 

creative and artistic items, 

jewelry ad-nauseum,   

lapidary/jewelry making 

supplies, and whatever else 

that particular 

vendor is into 

(may not have 

anything to do 

with minerals).  

     The 

shopping is 

fabulous and 

the prices can 

be dirt-cheap.  

Of course, if 

you are looking for a 

museum piece, you are 

going to pay a museum 

price. Many of the 

souvenir rock shops that 

all DE members see during 

our travels do their 

restocking right here in Tucson. Goods 

are sold at wholesale prices, and in bulk, 

so if you have a resale license – bring it 

with you. It’s pretty likely that you will 

find the treasure of your 

dreams at the lowest price 

you’ll ever see. Many of 

the venues are jewelry 

shows, and the prices to be 

had are bar-none. I save 

my jewelry shopping 

money all year for this.  

For example, if I wait 

for a gemstone ring to 

go on sale at a 

department store, I will 

still expect to pay 

around $65.00. In 

Tucson, the same ring 

sells for $25.00 (and 

there are thousands to 

choose from).  

     The Show isn’t just 

about shopping. Each 

vendor has traveled, 

many internationally, to 

show off their stuff. The 

vendors are posted in 

their booths for the two 

week duration of the 

show, so they have time 

on their hands. I have 

had the most fun 

meeting and chatting with folks from all 

over the world. They are very friendly 

and most possess excellent English-

speaking skills. They are interesting 

conversationalists and have great 

stories. They will proudly show you 

their rockhounding photographs, 

sometimes photos of the very item you 

have just admired - as it was taken from 

the ground. There is nothing like buying 

an addition to one’s personal collection 

Bring Your Allowance! 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Amazing Minerals 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Amethyst Geodes Galore 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Biggest One Yet 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 
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from the actual miner, not only do you 

get the rock, but you get the story that 

goes with it. And because rockhounding 

at this level involves fervor and a bit of 

obsession – these guys are passionate 

about their rocks. 

     Here’s a great incentive to go – most 

of the venues are FREE , meaning no 

admission is charged. You may have to 

pay to park your car, but there’s usually 

a work-around if you are willing to 

walk. The worst thing about The Show 

is that the local hotels adjust their 

nightly rates to astronomical levels 

(reminds me of what Las Vegas does for 

conventions). It’s pretty cold at night, so 

you have to be 

pretty cheap to 

endeavor camping 

to attend the Show. 

Hotels are much 

cheaper in Tucson 

if you stay as far 

north as possible  - 

better yet, stay 

with a friend who 

lives there. 

     Typically, I go 

to The Show for 

three days, or until 

I run out of money. 

After three days, I 

am still hungry to 

see more but I’m 

too pooped out to 

walk another day. I actually have more 

fun shopping alone than with a buddy.  

The best strategy is to split up with your 

companions and agree to meet back up 

at a specified time. Also, expect to be so 

over-stimulated with treasures that you 

either buy too impulsively (the first day)  

or become racked with 

indecision. If you try to 

go back to something 

you saw previously, it’s 

almost impossible to 

locate again (trust me). I 

have found it very 

helpful to make a list of 

what you are targeting to 

buy before The Show. 

This makes it easier to 

focus on what you really 

wanted in the first place, 

before 

the 

hypnotism took effect. 

If you want to learn 

more about the Tucson 

International Gem 

Show, just Google it 

and click around the 

internet. Next year, 

venues begin to open on 

January 28, 2012, with 

most open by February 

3. All the venues will be 

open and running 

February 9 – 12, 2012 (the ―main 

event‖). So you are thinking – what if I 

just show up during the Show, do I need 

a map? Absolutely not – the Show is all 

over the southern end of Tucson, venues 

are everywhere and obvious. You can 

get a free guide once you arrive. It helps 

to know which specialty the venues are: 

just minerals, jewelry only, mixed? 

Research on the internet should give you 

an idea as to the name of the venue 

you’d like to try first and the address. 

Once you are in Tucson, you learn as 

you go. The critical item to pre-plan is 

your lodgings. If you just show up 

looking for a bargain hotel, you won’t 

find one available without reservations. 

The cheapest hotels get booked up by 

early January. I would recommend that 

you check out the International Gem 

Museum Quality Stuff for Sale 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Fossilized Opalized Ammonite, Only $80k 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Jewelry Extravaganza 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Monster Geode 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 
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Show at least once in your life – add it 

to your ―bucket list.‖ Even if you are 

not interested in buying rocks, the 

spectacle will make it worth your while. 

.  .  . 
 

TEN YEARS AGO 
– from the DE 

Newsletter 
I thought it might be interesting to see 

what mischief the Desert Explorers 

were up to ten years ago; seems Bob 

Martin was working on the Hardy Road 

in Arizona. We certainly do miss him. 

Marian Johns 

 

Hardy Road Trip Report 

By Bob & Marilyn 
Martin 

A 
fter a long hiatus, we finally got 

back to Arizona to work some 

more on the Hardy Toll Road. 

Much of the wait was due to the time it 

took to get the microfiche of the early 

surveyor notes from the BLM – a 

process that involves a request to the 

Phoenix office which forwards it to their 

headquarters and the usual follow up 

calls and letters. We now have 224 

microfiche which I have reviewed and 

identified 179 instances where the 

surveyors noted crossing a road, 

sometimes even noting that it as the 

Prescott to Hardyville 

road. Their location was 

from section or township 

corners by chains. I 

translated that to7.5USGS 

topographical maps and 

established a longitude 

and latitude for the 

position. I then entered 

these into my GPS unit as 

a waypoint. 

 

Thursday, October 11, 

2001 

     By happy hour we had 

the Putnam’s, the 

Kalbach’s, Dan 

Messersmith, and Dwight Stroud in 

attendance along with Roger Rolands. 

Roger now owns the Getz Ranch which 

we think was a way-stop for large 

wagon freight trains as there is ample 

space for a large number of wagons and 

teams to park. I had kept up with Steve 

and Pete Panattoni via ham radio, and 

they arrived just at dusk. The Hughes 

made the long trip from Bullhead City 

and arrived after dark. 

     Roger was nice enough to offer us 

access to his ranch and we were quick to 

take advantage. 

 

Friday, October 12, 2001 

     We left camp as advertised on a cool 

(or some said cold) breezy morning and 

headed for Roger Ranch. Roger met us 

and showed off his pigs and longhorns. 

The springs near his ranch are quite a 

distance from the ½ mile noted in the 

record where the wagon trains camped, 

so we opined that while they probably 

made camp here they went on to 

Hualapai Spring for water. The early 

surveyor maps showed a road angling in 

from the east, and we went down to 

paved road to look. Sure enough there 

was a road although now it looked as if 

it had been bladed after the wagon 

would have used it. But we did find a 

good trace of the Hardy Road just to the 

west of the paved road there. A lot of 

walking located more of the road in the 

area. 

     Roger took us just west of his ranch 

to look at an old house site. We left 

Roger there, and Dwight led us to parts 

of road he had located beyond the Blake 

off-ramp to and past the compressor 

station . Much of the road Dwight had 

located was on or very near the 

surveyor’s identified road as noted by 

the way point in my GPS. One of the 

most significant finds along the road 

besides rust on rock was ½ of an ox 

shoe. When shod animals or iron wagon 

wheels scrap across a hard rock they 

may leave a bit of iron which, with time, 

rust. These traces of rust show up best 

on white quartz rock. 

 

Saturday, October 13, 2001 

     We planned to leave a little later 

(8:30); and, as serendipity would have 

it, Steve Mills, his wife, Cora, and son, 

Brian, just pulled into the road to camp 

at 8:30 rather than the 8:00 a.m. time 

that they thought we would be leaving. 

We headed east on the freeway to 

search for a campsite closer to Walnut 

Creek and the Hardy Road in that area. 

We took the Jolly Road off-ramp and 

went south. There were several likely 

places for a group to camp, and the 

maps indicated that we were on public 

land. However, we were told by some 

people camped south that the road 

ended at a locked gate. After much 

discussion and map work, we decided to 

look south of Seligman on Route 5 – 

nice country, mostly fenced but nothing 

obvious for camping within a 

reasonable distance from pavement. 

     Having started south we decide to go 

to Walnut Creek for lunch and look over 

Camp Hualapai. The Hardy Road came 

by here according to Tracy DeVault and 

the OCTA folks from Prescott. I 

planned to lunch at the deserted Ranger 

Station, but it was occupied by an 

organized group. We went on to the 

ranch boundary and found a cleared area 

for lunch 

     After lunch we explored the site of 

Camp Hualapai – saw lots of broken 

china and square nails. We didn’t have 

time to hike up to the cemetery which is 

north of the camp 1/2 mile or so. 

     Heading back toward Seligman, we 

looked over a road west within view of 

Seligman for a camp site but came up 

empty. Ed Edwards had some 

information and a map of a spring by 

the Beale Road which was north of 

Seligman. Dwight led us to a gate and 

You Can Buy This Dinosaur Turtle 

Photo by Debbie Miller Marschke 
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road he felt was in the right area. 

Boquillas Ranch allows entry and even 

camping if you sign in at the 

headquarters in Seligman. We stopped at 

a cleared area that might do for a camp 

site, but it was not very level. After lunch 

discussion and map work we concluded 

that the spring they were after was 

further north and east and would be 

accessed by a road out of Seligman. 

Dwight and Ed along with the Hughes 

decided to go look while the rest of us 

headed to camp. 

     Happy hour was enjoyed in the 

afternoon sun by the side of the 

motorhome that was out of the rather stiff 

breeze. 

 

Sunday, October 14, 2001 

     Dan was back from his trip to the 

Trumbull School House dedication – had 

a great turnout and good food he said. 

You may recall it was burned to the 

ground by vandals. They have been 

caught and sentenced! (Snippet from the 

band at the Trumbull School House 

dedication: ―We invited Bin Laden. 

Sorry he didn’t come. We really wanted 

to show him a couple of the Grand 

Canyon overlooks up close!‖) The 

Jaussaud’s have joined us. The Mills 

headed home as Cora had to work 

Monday. The rest of us headed back out 

toward Hackberry Road to try and find 

road evidence from there west back to 

where we lost the road Friday. Dwight 

led us on the side road on the south side 

of the freeway, and we revisited the 

wagon road section he showed us Friday, 

but now with Dan and Ed along. That 

section still looks promising and could 

have turned under the freeway headed to 

the Sandy. There was a surveyor notation 

of the road just west of the Sandy, and 

we went to look there. At the surveyor 

location, which was on top of a little rise 

we could find no sign of a road. It also 

seemed like an unlikely place for a road 

to be. We could see a road coming down 

a rock cliff to the north, and, as the map 

showed a road in the area, we went to 

where it entered the Sandy and found a 

locked gate. There was nice shade in the 

wash so, although it was only 11:00 a.m., 

we had lunch. 

     After lunch we looked to the east of 

the wash where the surveyors notes 

located the road . A lot of walking in the 

valley turned up nothing that looked like 

a road. Heading east we went up to the 

road in from the Silver Creek exit 79 off-

ramp and found a road west. There was 

an old graded road, but no wagon road. 

The local landowner came over on a 

quad to see what we were up to. He had 

trouble with folks cutting the fence 

between his property and the property to 

the west. Turns out he was a history buff 

and quoted Dan’s book back to him. 

     Dwight showed us an area off a road 

to the east that may have been a home 

site. While there, we heard a loud tire 

blowout and witnessed the car (turned 

out to be a pickup), hit the side of the cut 

to the west in a huge cloud of dust. Later, 

rescue units and a helicopter arrived. 

     We headed to camp on the dirt side 

road and looked over the scene. The 

pickup was on its top, and we could not 

tell if the driver had been rescued. We 

took the old highway back to camp, 

stopping after some searching at the 

―Lunch Tree‖ on the way. 

     Dinner for 12 or 13 was at El Palacio 

in Kingman. Dan went home and brought 

Jan back whom we were all glad to see. 

Mary had to go home and feed her cats 

and the busy Jaussaud’s had returned 

home to check on the progress of their 

―garage mahal.‖ 

 

Monday, October 15, 2001 

     Dan arrived about 7:30 a.m. while 

Pete and Steve were packing up. Charles 

had left earlier and the Kalbach’s were 

going to tour Hualapai Mountain and 

then go to the Needles KOA before going 

home. Trying to decide what of value we 

could do, we concluded it would not be 

looking for more road (don’t know where 

to look now!), and home chores were 

calling. Dan called Dwight to tell him of 

our decision, but as he was calling, we 

saw him coming up the off-ramp. Oh 

Well! 

     Reflecting on where some of the 

surveyor locations were on the ground, I 

believe using a current USGS 7.5 map 

section corner location may not always 

be at the same physical location from 

which they started. If Omar Case was 

two miles off at the Colorado River in 

1872, the section corners may have well 

been relocated as more accurate 

surveying methods were obtained. So I 

now think I have to go back over the 

surveyor notes and try to identify on the 

7.5 maps the features such as hills and 

washes that were specified in the 

surveyor notes. If that can be done, it 

may relocate of the locations and perhaps 

give us a better chance of finding old 

road on the ground. So, in other words, it 

is ―back to the drawing board‖, or in this 

case, the maps and notes. 

     Who said retirement was boring? 

.  .  . 

Private Trips 

U.S. to Panama 
and Back to U.S. 

Leader: Pat Upton 

L 
oren and I are headed south of the 

border and we are looking for 

adventurous fellow travelers who 

would like to join us later this year (2011 

-leaving on or about December 7) for a 2 

- 3 month road trip from the United 

States to Panama and back. No exact 

dates or routes at this time –we are 

working on the rubber band principle - 

totally flexible. At the moment we are 

considering crossing at Tecate and 

traveling down Baja and taking a ferry to 

the mainland. From there we have not yet 

got a route planned. We will be driving 

our 2007 Dodge 3500 pick-up truck with 

a shell and we will be camping in official 

campgrounds as much as possible. We 

are looking for other like-minded / 

family-friendly travelers who wish to 

join us traveling in their own rig for any 

portion of or the entire journey. We will 

each be responsible for taking care of our 

own personal needs. For more info on 

where some of our expeditions have 

taken us and who we are please see our 

web site:  

http://www.outbackofbeyond.com If you 

are interested, please email us at: 

patricia@outbackofbeyond.com  

.  .  . 

http://www.outbackofbeyond.com/
mailto:patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
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Visible Only From 

Above, Mystifying 

'Nazca Lines' 

Discovered in 

Mideast 

T 
hey stretch from Syria to Saudi 

Arabia, can be seen from the air 

but not the ground, and are 

virtually unknown to the public. 

     They are the Middle East's own 

version of the Nazca Lines — ancient 

"geolyphs," or drawings, that span 

deserts in southern Peru — and now, 

thanks to new satellite-mapping 

technologies, and an aerial photography 

program in Jordan, researchers are 

discovering more of them than ever 

before. They number well into the 

thousands. 

     Referred to by archaeologists as 

"wheels," these stone structures have a 

wide variety of designs, with a common 

one being a circle with spokes radiating 

inside. Researchers believe that they 

date back to antiquity, at least 2,000 

years ago. They are often found on lava 

fields and range from 82 feet to 230 feet 

(25 meters to 70 meters) across. 

     "In Jordan alone we've got stone-

built structures that are far more 

numerous than (the) Nazca Lines, far 

more extensive in the area that they 

cover, and far older," said David 

Kennedy, a professor of classics and 

ancient history at the University of 

Western Australia. 

     Kennedy's new research, which will 

be published in a forthcoming issue of 

the Journal of Archaeological Science, 

reveals that these wheels form part of a 

variety of stone landscapes. These 

include kites (stone structures used for 

funnelling and killing animals); 

pendants (lines of stone cairns that run 

from burials); and walls, mysterious 

structures that meander across the 

landscape for up to several hundred feet 

and have no apparent practical use.  

     His team's studies are part of a long-

term aerial reconnaissance project that 

is looking at archaeological sites across 

Jordan. As of now, Kennedy and his 

colleagues are puzzled as to what the 

structures may have been used for or 

what meaning they held. 

Fascinating structures 
Kennedy's main area of expertise is in 

Roman archaeology, but he became 

fascinated by these structures when, as a 

student, he read accounts of Royal Air 

Force pilots flying over them in the 

1920s on airmail routes across Jordan. 

"You can't not be fascinated by these 

things," Kennedy said. 

     Indeed, in 1927 RAF Flight Lt. 

Percy Maitland published an account of 

the ruins in the journal Antiquity. He 

reported encountering them over "lava 

country" and said that they, along with 

the other stone structures, are known to 

the Bedouin as the "works of the old 

men." 

     Kennedy and his team have been 

studying the structures using aerial 

photography and Google Earth, as the 

wheels are hard to pick up from the 

ground, Kennedy said. 

     "Sometimes when you're actually 

there on the site you can make out 

something of a pattern but not very 

easily," he said. "Whereas if you go up 

just a hundred feet or so it, for me, 

comes sharply into focus what the shape 

is." 

     The designs must have been clearer 

when they were originally built. "People 

have probably walked over them, 

walked past them, for centuries, 

millennia, without having any clear idea 

what the shape was." 

     (The team has created an archive of 

images of the wheels from various sites 

in the Middle East.) 

What were they used for? 
     So far, none of the wheels appears to 

have been excavated, something that 

makes dating them, and finding out their 

purpose, more difficult. Archaeologists 

studying them in the pre-Google Earth 

era speculated that they could be the 

remains of houses or cemeteries. 

Kennedy said that neither of these 

explanations seems to work out well. 

     "There seems to be some 

overarching cultural continuum in this 

area in which people felt there was a 

need to build structures that were 

circular." 

     Some of the wheels are found in 

isolation while others are clustered 

together. At one location, near the 

Azraq Oasis, hundreds of them can be 

The giant stone structures form wheel shapes with spokes often radiating 
inside. Here a cluster of wheels in the Azraq Oasis. 

CREDIT: David D. Boyer APAAME_20080925_DDB-0237   

The following article was submitted by Marilyn Martin.  It appeared in LiveScience.  By Owen Jarus | LiveScience.com—Thu, Sep. 15, 2011. 

http://www.livescience.com/10591-ancient-civilization-cut-path-demise.html
http://www.livescience.com/12864-google-earth-saudi-archaeology-tombs.html
http://www.livescience.com/12864-google-earth-saudi-archaeology-tombs.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/apaame
http://www.flickr.com/photos/apaame
http://www.livescience.com/15400-ancient-graves-reveal-elderly-gained-power.html
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Where Am I? 
Here are the Solution and Winners for October.  Location:  Northern Death Valley, between Ubehebe Crater and Teakettle 
Junction. Winners: James Proffitt, Leonard Friedman, Jay Lawrence, Mal Roode, Beverly and Gene Stoops, Bob Younger, 
Allan Schoenherr, Ron Ross and Bob Thille. Bob Peltzman is lost again. ―Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else 
went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word ―lost‖ in the 
subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in 
another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as ―The southern part of Death Valley 
near the Devil’s Golf Course.‖ 

found clustered into a dozen groups. 

"Some of these collections around 

Azraq are really quite remarkable," 

Kennedy said. 

     In Saudi Arabia, Kennedy's team has 

found wheel styles that are quite 

different: Some are rectangular and are 

not wheels at all; others are circular but 

contain two spokes forming a bar often 

aligned in the same direction that the 

sun rises and sets in the Middle East. 

The ones in Jordan and Syria, on the 

other hand, have numerous spokes and 

do not seem to be aligned with any 

astronomical phenomena. "On looking 

at large numbers of these, over a 

number of years, I wasn't struck by any 

pattern in the way in which the spokes 

were laid out," Kennedy said. 

Cairns are often found associated with 

the wheels. Sometimes they circle the 

perimeter of the wheel, other times they 

are in among the spokes. In Saudi 

Arabia some of the cairns look, from 

the air, like they are associated with 

ancient burials. 

     Dating the wheels is difficult, since 

they appear to be prehistoric, but could 

date to as recently as 2,000 years ago. 

The researchers have noted that the 

wheels are often found on top of kites, 

which date as far back as 9,000 years, 

but never vice versa. "That suggests 

that wheels are more recent than the 

kites," Kennedy said. 

     Amelia Sparavigna, a physics 

professor at Politecnico di Torino in 

Italy, told Live Science in an email that 

she agrees these structures can be 

referred to as geoglyphs in the same 

way as the Nazca Lines are. "If we 

define a 'geoglyph' as a wide sign on the 

ground of artificial origin, the stone 

circles are geoglyphs," Sparavigna 

wrote in her email. 

     The function of the wheels may also 

have been similar to the enigmatic 

drawings in the Nazca desert. [Science 

as Art: A Gallery] 

     "If we consider, more generally, the 

stone circles as worship places of 

ancestors, or places for rituals 

connected with astronomical events or 

with seasons, they could have the same 

function of [the] geoglyphs of South 

America, the Nazca Lines for instance. 

The design is different, but the function 

could be the same," she wrote in her 

email. 

     Kennedy said that for now the 

meaning of the wheels remains a 

mystery. "The question is what was the 

purpose?" 

http://www.livescience.com/15840-ancient-burial-reveal-home-biblical-figure.html
http://www.livescience.com/9575-mining-site-predates-incan-empire.html
http://www.livescience.com/14758-science-art-gallery-imaging.html
http://www.livescience.com/14758-science-art-gallery-imaging.html
http://www.livescience.com/16046-nazca-lines-wheels-google-earth.html#
http://www.livescience.com/16046-nazca-lines-wheels-google-earth.html#
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Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

November 19-27 Explore Arizona Johns 

January 20-22 Camp Rock Base Camp Kalil 

February 18-19 1st Segment East Mojave Heritage Trail Johns 

April 21-22 San Andreas Fault Jacoby/Neill 
 

Contact Mal Roode at malroode@gmail.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

November 5 Burro Creek Campground Messersmith/Taylor 

December 10 Lake Mead Recreation Area Messersmith/Taylor 

January 21-29 Quartzite Rendezvous Messersmith/Taylor 

February 19 Ashfork—Williams Loop Messersmith/Taylor 

DESERT 
EXPLORERS 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Editor: 

Jean Roode 

 

Assistant Editors:  

Marian and Neal Johns 

General Trip Information 

1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment (Museum 

membership required): 

a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja, camping 

out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced Desert Explorers subscrib-

ers. The Desert Explorers newsletter is available for $20 a year. 

b. The Mojave River Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with motorhomes and 

trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without 4WD vehicles, return-

ing to camp each night. The trips are led by experienced Museum members who, collectively, have spent 

decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their newsletter is available for $7/year from editor and 

Field Trip Leaders Richard and Lori Shapel 760-254-3897. 

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are 

included in every newsletter. 

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip or 

until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The leader 

may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in the trip is 

terminated. 

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly dogs 

are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually not from 

the Museum. 

5. To receive the Desert Explorers’ Newsletter, send $20 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, 

Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Mojave River Valley Museum (MRVM). 

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip. Channel 

13 is the Desert Explorers’ channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so that other members 

can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road. 

Weekend Trips: There is normally one major trip each month. This will be the trip on which you can look around 

and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There 

may be another trip during the month for people who have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of 

all this is to generate more coherence as a group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from 

the Mojave River Explorers. Don’t forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month. 

Trip Coordinator: Malcolm Roode.  Send your trip proposals to Mal. Mal will resolve any time conflicts and 

maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips for subscribers 

upon request (see below). 

Non Museum sponsored trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of subscribers’ non museum sponsored trips 

in order to fill the pages, encourage you to get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain 

you. Some trips, because of time or limited number of people, are not suitable for official museum trip status. Our 

Trip Coordinator is the point of contact for Subscribers having or wanting to go on a non museum sponsored trip.  

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the Leader. 

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip meet-

ing place and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope. 

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual subscrip-

tion fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are incurred as a result of 

Desert Explorers activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office supplies and postage but do not 

include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other extraordinary expenses must be authorized 

by the Executive Committee. 

Hot Tips for Leaders: 

1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The write-

ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have enough 

information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.) 

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave 

River Explorers for their outings. 

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork for 

everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc. 

4. Support your other leaders’ trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you. 

5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip. 

6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert Explorers’ 

channel 13) in your trip write-up.  

Dog Policy: Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes 

blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders will not 

have to make ad hoc policy. 

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader! 

2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes. 

3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite. 

4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.  

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Information 

TELL ME THIS WON'T HAPPEN TO ME 

An elderly Floridian called 911 on her cell phone to 
report that her car has been broken into.  She is hysterical 
as she explains her situation to the dispatcher:  "They've 
stolen the stereo, the steering wheel, the brake pedal and 

even the accelerator!" she cried.  The dispatcher said, 
"Stay calm.  An officer is on the way."  A few minutes 
later, the officer radios in. "Disregard." He says,  "She 

got in the back-seat by mistake." 

WELCOME 

Bryan & Debbie Babineau, Santa Barbara 
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DESERT EXPLORERS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a check 

for $20.00 made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address  Children  

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  E-Mail   

Cell Phone ( )  Ham Call Sign   

I want the DE Newsletter sent by: 

         Email PDF (must provide email address above)            Mail           Both—Email PDF (must provide email address above) and Mail  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 

Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12871 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave. San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller TBD 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist, Co-chairperson 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles & Mary Hughes Chas 1675 Highway 95, A2 Bullhead City Arizona 86442 928-763-3927  mhach2juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 818-585-6468  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 760-876-9227  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Marian Johns Co-Chairperson & Neal Keeper 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406  tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Xterra Terror & Sat Chick 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29757-3128
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline fo
r submission in th

e December N
ewsle

tter is
 November 1

0th 

Please!!!!
 Send something…. 

 

**FLASH** 

Check your subscrip
tion date to

 see if y
ou need to

 re
new!!! 


