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Future Trips 

Cajon Pass 

October 22 

Leaders:  Jacoby/Cataldo 

W 
e will meet at 9:00 a.m. at 

Verdemont Drive and 

Palm Ave. in San 

Bernardino. We will travel the 

beautiful, especially in Fall,  

Sugarpine Mountain Trail and  arrive 

at Monument Peak to view the 

historical marker commemorating 

the Mojave Indian Trail used by Fr. 

Garc®s (1776) and Jedediah Smith 

(1826). After traveling down the 

Mountain to Silverwood Lake we 

will continue on the Cleghorn Ridge 

Trail where there will be ample 

opportunities for optional serious 

four wheeling. After a visit to the site 

of the John Brown Toll Road we will 

travel up to Baldy Mesa and view the 

path followed by the original 

Mormon party that established San 

Bernardino. This trip will be limited 

to ten vehicles and will require high 

clearance, four wheel drive. 

Outstanding Cajon Pass historian 

Nick Cataldo has agreed to narrate 

the trip.   

.  .  . 

 National Trails 
Day in Dolan 
Springs 
(M.O.E.) 

October 29 

A 
TV, 4x4 Hiking, Mt Bike 

and Horseback riding. Also 

our 3rd annual recreational 

swap-meet. Pancake breakfast at 

DAVIS RANCH (AKA RANCH 

CLUB).  

.  .  . 

Explore Arizona 

November 19-27 

Leader:  Neal Johns 

CB Channel 13 

I 
f you need to be back for 

Thanksgiving, you can leave 

early. This is an exploratory trip 

for experienced drivers only. Some 

short sections may be difficult for 

showroom stock vehicles. We will 

visit the Oatman Massacre Site near 

Sentinel off I-8 (Petros, Mormon 

Battalion/Southern Emigrant Trail, 

historic inscriptions), the Coke 

Ovens near Florence (five, made 

from native stone and used for 

making charcoal for the mines), Box 

Canyon and a nearby Stage Stop 

(may be difficult if it rained 

recently), and other places TBD. For 

more information, contact me or use 
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Google. Bring empty 5 gallon gas 

can. We will meet Saturday 

morning at 9:30 a.m. on the right 

side of I-10, Indio, CA, Dillon Rd. 

Exit, Arco Station. Signup required. 

aridneal@gmail.com  

.  .  . 

Camp Rock 
Campout 

January 20, 21, 22 

Leader:  Ted Kalil 

CB Channel 13; Ham 145.535 

T 
his will be a base camp off 

Camp Rock Road near the 

Rodman Mountains ï Iôll give 

coordinates and directions to those who 

are coming. The camping area is fairly 

level but definitely not exclusive 

(weôre probably spoiled from the San 

Bernardino Mountains site). Arrive 

Friday, January 21st, if you can, but if 

you can only come for a day, thatôs OK 

too. Friday night dinner will be on our 

own or we can go to Lucerne Valley. 

The Chinese Restaurant there is good 

and there are other choices: pizza, 

Mexican, etc.  

     Saturday weôll tour the general area 

including the Camp Rock Mine, 

Bessemer Mine, Cougar Buttes, 

Stoddard Valley where we can stop at 

the Slash X Caf® for lunch if desired, 

and possibly Pizgah Crater. Saturday 

night please bring something for the 

potluck dinner, a little wood for the 

campfire, and some at least partially 

true stories. 

     Sunday weôll visit the Rodman 

Mountains Petroglyphs, not far from 

our campsite. Weôll need to park our 

vehicles there and walk up the wash 

where an amazing amount of 

petroglyphs are located. I remember 

drawing some of them but have 

forgotten what I was trying to say. See 

Bill Mannôs Volume I, page 62 for 

better info. By the time weôre done 

with this, it may well be around noon 

and time to head on home if you like. 

     Please let me know youôre coming, 

preferably by email tskalil@msn.com 

or you can call my cell: 760-985-6307. 

Ted Kalil  

 

Minutes 

By Ruth Harder 

Allan & Ding Wickerôs home 

Saturday, August 27, 2011 

 

PRESENT: 

Allan & Ding Wicker, Bob Jacoby, 

Mal & Jean Roode, Anne Stoll, Jay 

Lawrence, Debbie Miller-Marschke, 

Neal & Marian Johns, Emmett & Ruth 

Harder. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 

11:55 a.m. by Marian Johns. 

 

REGRETS: 

Ted Kalil, Sunny & Jean Hansen, Steve 

Marschke, Nan Savage, Bob & Sue 

Jaussaud. 

 

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO 

THE MINUTES: 

Having no additions or corrections the 

previous minutes were approved as 

written. 

 

REPORTS: 

Financial Report:  Bob Jacoby reported 

the bank balance on 7/31/2011 was 

$2,967.00. With funds to be deposited 

at present time the total is about 

$3,100.00. 

 

Membership Report:  Jean Roode 

reported there are 93 paid up members. 

With the more secure way of fastening 

the newsletter there have been no 

complaints of damaged newsletters. 

 

The pros and cons of possibly 

distributing the newsletter by e-mail as 

a pdf file were discussed. Mal Roode 

Moved that the current issue of the 

newsletter be e-mailed to all current 

subscribers and ask if they would 

prefer to receive the newsletter by e-

mail, by land mail, or by both. Also 

stating the subscription amount would 

stay the same for either method of 

mailing. 

The motion carried. 

Jay Lawrence volunteered to do this e-

mail and compile the responses. 

 

Website:  Debbie reported there had 

been more problems with the website 

but the links are now restored and 

everything is working okay. She wants 

to change the web software completely 

and is exploring and learning about the 

different software available before 

making any change. 

 

Mal passed out copies of the trip list.  

1. September 17-23: M.O.E. - 

Arizona Strip ï Poverty Camp 

2. October 22: Cajon Pass. - 

Leaders: Bob Jacoby and Nick 

Cataldo. 

3. October, 2011: M.O.E. - Still gave 

no definite date. Site to be 

decided. 

4. October 29: M.O.E. ï National 

Trails Day in Dolan Springs. 

5. November 19-27: Explore 

Arizona ï Leader: Neal Johns. 

6. January 20-22: Camp Rock ï 

Leader: Ted Kalil. 

7. February 18, 19: First Segment 

East Mojave Trail ï Leader: Neal 

Johns. 

8. April 21, 22: San Andreas Fault ï 

Leaders: Bob Jacoby and Bill 

Neill. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Debbie reported the Museum had 

changed Insurance Company and 

they will be sending her 

information. After some 

discussion it was decided when 

she gets the information Debbie 

should send a letter to the carrier 

letting them know she is the 

insurance representative for the 

Desert Explorers branch of the 

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:tskalil@msn.com
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museum. 

2. The museum has a giant new 

display on fulgarites. 

3. Next yearôs possible location for 

the Rondy at Goffs was discussed. 

We need more information for 

date, maximum people allowed and 

any necessary requirements. 

Debbie will check out their 

Encampment dates and we will 

decide date for the Rondy then. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting will be October 15th at 

Allan & Ding Wickers home..  As  usual 

this will be a potluck. 

[Editorôs Note: Due to a conflict the 

meeting has been changed to Sunday, 

October 23rd.  Pizza will be provided.] 

 

ADJOURNED: 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:19 p.m. 

 

Member  
Doings 

What I Really Did 
in Japan 

Allan Wicker 

E 
ver since the Desert Explorers 

Newsletter ran a photo of me 

seated with two young women in 

a traditional restaurant in Fukuoka, 

Japan, a couple of years ago, there has 

been a clamor to know just what I was 

doing there.   

     Wellé it wasnôt really a clamor. 

Actually, it was only one telephone call, 

earlier today, from Neal Johns, asking 

me to give an account of my activities 

for an article for the current Newsletter. 

And, could I please do it today? If I 

didnôt, he said, he would spread all sort 

of scurrilous rumors about me. For those 

who donôt know 

Neal, this 

translates into 

ñwe really need 

an article to help 

fill up the next 

Newsletter.ò 

     One of my 

duties at Kyushu 

University was 

to advise several 

graduate 

students on their 

research projects 

in environmental 

psychology. One 

student was 

studying a 

shopping street 

where street vendors sold fruits, 

vegetables, flowers, and the like from 

carts that they wheeled in daily. The 

street was reserved for pedestrians 

during the day. Among other things, the 

student was interested in how the 

vendors and merchants having shops on 

the street displayed their goods.   

     Another studentôs focus was the 

cityôs entertainment district, which came 

alive at night to provide food, drink, and 

a variety of diversions for visitors to the 

area. Among the other establishments 

are hostess clubs and love hotels. She 

and a friend gave me a tour of the area 

one night, and told me a bit about what 

goes on there. Hostess clubs are places 

where groups of businessmen go to 

drink, converse with one another and 

with pretty young 

hostesses who pamper 

them. The sexual 

activity is pretty much 

limited to conversation, 

I was told. Each club has 

a mama-san, or chief 

hostess who welcomes 

visitors and oversees the 

operation. (I never 

entered such a place, but 

did have my picture 

taken with a mama-san 

in front of one of them.) 

Love hotels rent 

luxurious rooms by the 

hour, and they tend to 

foster anonymity. For 

example, their entrances 

are usually obscured, and the person at 

the front desk (if there is one) may be 

behind an opaque screen. These places 

are said to serve a variety of clients, 

including young couples living with 

their parents, the people youôre thinking 

about, and groups who go there to watch 

sports events on large screen TVs. The 

student was investigating the network of 

support services in the entertainment 

district.   

     A student project that I visited, but 

did not assist on, was the establishment 

of an afterschool activity center for 

children on a street where small shops 

sold produce and everyday items. At the 

center, children could come and go as 

they wished, and engage in impromptu 

activities with one another and with 

tƘƻǘƻ ¢Ƙŀǘ !ǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ нллф 59 bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 
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/ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ  

adults from the neighborhood.   

     Of course I did a lot of other things in Japan, some of 

which are reflected in the accompanying photo(s).  

¶ .  . 

¶  
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