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Trip Reports 

San Bernardino 
Mountains 

By Ted Kalil 

I 
t was a dark and stormy night. 

Well, we did have that on 

Saturday night, but we first met 

up Friday afternoon just before it 

started raining. The forecast was for 

20% chance of rain, but this was at 

least 100%. However, although 

intense for a while, it stopped in 

about an hour. We had reserved the 

Green Spot Equestrian Group 

Campground just off 2N93, and this 

proved to be great: plenty of parking 

for everyone, double header toilets if 

you don‟t mind sharing (potty with a 

pal), and fire rings. Plus, it was all 

our own; no access by anyone else. 

     Showing up were Glenn Shaw; 

Jim Proffitt; Mal and Jean Roode; 

Terry Ogden; Willie and Faye 

Kalajian; Mike and Donna Mumford, 

guests of the Kalajians; Neal and 

Marian Johns; Leonard, Rebecca, 

and Hannah Friedman; Marten and 

Jeanne DeGroot; Jay Lawrence; and 

me. Mignon Slentz was slated to 

come but had car difficulties. Friday 
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night a few went into town for 

dinner and the rest stayed in camp. 

     Saturday morning we were 

joined by Allan Wicker; Bob 

Peltzman; and Bob Jacoby with 

friend Richard. This was a large 

turnout: 13 vehicles and 22 people! 

After a brief tailgate meeting at 

which everyone indicated they 

wouldn‟t mind going on a Moderate 

trail (probably not fully 

understanding what that meant) we 

drove down on the highway to the 

bottom of the Jacoby Canyon trail, 

3N61, where some aired down. 

Though Bob Jacoby was gracious 

about using his canyon, it was 

questioned as to whether it‟s really 

his. This was possibly compounded 

by the fact I related that its name 

had possibly been corrupted from 

the original Chincopee Canyon. We 

proceeded up the trail, pretty rocky 

at first. Everyone made it through 

just fine and we continued on. 

Jacoby Canyon was the site of some 

gold mining and some claims still 

exist, though no evidence of 

working the claims is currently 

present. It‟s a beautiful canyon; lots 

of trees of various types, and lots of 

other vegetation, with some shady 

areas suitable for picnics. In one 

section it goes through a rocky 

stream bed that 

was once quite 

difficult because 

of boulders, but 

is no longer so. 

     At the top, we 

intersected with 

3N16, the 

Holcomb Valley 

Trail, then went a 

short distance to 

the Lucky 

Baldwin mine 

site. There are 

large timbers 

remaining from 

the shaft structure 

and a terrific view of Baldwin Lake 

and the surrounding area. 

Proceeding on, we passed 3N02, the 

entrance trail to 3N10, the John Bull 

trail, rated most difficult. We didn‟t 

go there! A bit further we came to 

the Holcomb Valley Campground, 

where some took advantage of the 

facilities. The valley and the creek 

were named after Grizzly Bill 

Holcomb, a hunter and miner who 

first discovered gold there. In fact, 

there are still 2,000 open claims  

existing, some active. Nearby had 

been the town of Belleville, named 

for the first child born there in the 

1860s, Belle. Back then, it had a 

gold rush boom 

town population of 

over 10,000, and 

lost being the 

county seat by only 

two votes. I don‟t 

remember much 

about those times, 

but San Bernardino 

became the county 

seat with the claim 

to fame as the site 

of the original 

MacDonald‟s. I do 

remember stopping 

there after skiing in 

the late 40s and early 

50s to load up with cheap burgers 

and shakes. 

     Continuing on 3N16, we later 

came to the Big Pine Flats 

Campground and another pit stop. 

As it was noon, there was some 

grumbling from the ranks about 

lunch, but it was raining slightly 

and the insensitive leader pushed 

on. In about another half hour we 

came to the bottom of the Holcomb 

Creek Trail, where the creek crosses 

3N16 and where we had our lunch 

stop overlooking the creek and with 

dry weather. Following that, we 

backtracked to Big Pine Flats but 

turned from there onto 3N14, the 

Coxey Truck Trail which goes from 

Fawnskin down to Apple Valley. 

We took the Fawnskin direction, 

passing the Hanna Flat Campground 

on the way, named after one of our 

participants perhaps, and past the 

Snow Slide Trail that lead to Butler 

Peak. Those trails are still closed 

after severe fire damage. Upon 

reaching Fawnskin, some of us went 

off to tour and do different things 

and some went back to the 

campground after first stopping to 

get gas. 

     At camp Saturday evening, we 

had an excellent pot luck dinner 

with a great variety of treats to 

Allan and Neal on the Trail 

Photo by Jim Proffitt 

Photo by Jim Proffitt/Mal Roode 

Campsite Facilities—Potty With a Pal 
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choose from. Later we had a 

campfire where Hannah Friedman 

had us play Mad Libs, a game where 

we were asked to supply various 

parts of speech at random. When 

done, these become part of a story 

that‟s quite funny. That night it again 

rained intensely. No one drowned 

but Jim Proffitt turned up missing, 

possibly washed away. We checked 

the drainage on the way out; no Jim. 

Is one loss acceptable? 

     Sunday morning some others also 

had to leave, but the eight vehicles 

remaining went to the top of 2N02 

by Baldwin Lake. This trail goes 

most of the way to Pioneer Town 

near Yucca Valley, our destination. 

On the first part 

of the trail, there 

was a water 

crossing – deep, 

but not too deep. 

Right after that, a 

section that had 

become a bit 

rougher than it 

had been 

previously. 

Again, everyone 

made it through 

just fine. 

Subsequently we 

came to the Rose 

Mine site, where 

there‟s still an adit, though it‟s 

barred a few feet in. That mining 

operation covered a lot of the area, 

and was the most productive in the 

San Bernardino Mountains, which in 

turn was the most productive in 

Southern California. 

     We arrived at Pioneer Town 

around noon. It was constructed as a 

movie set with many western type 

buildings, and got its name from 

some of the original investors, the 

Sons of the Pioneers, Roy Rogers‟ 

band many of us remember. Since it 

was lunch time, we went to the 

restaurant, where they had a large 

table setup that accommodated all of 

us. The food was a little pricey, but 

the quality was 

good. I had the 

barbecued salmon 

which couldn‟t 

have been better, 

especially for 

desert fish. 

     After lunch, we 

split up to go our 

separate ways 

towards home. 

Many thanks to all 

who came. 

.  .  . 

Mountain 
Meadows 

Massacre, Utah 
By Ruth Harder 

W 
e‟ve had so many calls 

and emails about what 

happened to Emmett I 

decided to try to give everyone a 

„Reader‟s Digest‟ version of what 

has transpired in the last couple of 

months. 

     Besides Emmett and me, our 

group consisted of Bob Jacoby, 

Malcolm & Jean Roode, Scott 

Roode, Glen Shaw, Mignon Slentz, 

Jim Proffitt, Danny Siler, Larry 

Boerio, John Henderson, and Steve 

& Debbie Marschke. We gathered 

early Saturday morning (May 14) in 

Leeds, Utah; where introductions 

were made all around and Emmett 

and Prof. Leo Lyman gave a 

presentation orienting us in what led 

up to the massacre, where we would 

go and what we would see.  

     At lunch break Emmett told me 

he was having severe abdominal 

pains and needed to go to 

emergency. Bob Jacoby was riding 

with us so he drove us to Dixie 

Regional Medical Center in St. 

George. They took him right in and 

over several hours did many scans, 

etc. but could not see the cause for 

his pain. Bob and I talked them into 

admitting him for observation. It was 

the middle of the night before Bob 

and I got to our rooms in Enterprise 

so we didn‟t get much sleep. 

     Early the next morning I called 

and asked Leo if he would come lead 

the group. I called and talked to 

Emmett who said they were going to 

do more tests so Bob and I should 

stay and enjoy the trip. We had great 

weather and Leo is so 

knowledgeable about the Mountain 

Meadows and other points of interest 

that it made for a wonderful day. 

Watch  Out for Falling Rocks 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Saturday Night Potluck 

Photo by Mal Roode 
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We‟ve had nothing but positive 

comments about the trip and about 

Leo. We can‟t thank him enough for 

giving up his Sunday to continue the 

trip for Emmett. He is indeed a 

friend in time of need. 

     Larry Boerio was riding with us 

also so after the group went their 

separate ways the three of us headed 

to St. George where Jim Proffitt 

joined us for dinner. After dinner 

Bob and Larry left me at the hospital 

while they checked into their room 

in Leeds and did some sightseeing. I 

talked with the doctor and explained 

that the two young men (Yes, to us 

they are young men) doing the 

driving for us had to return home the 

next day. He agreed that the next 

morning, if Emmett thought he could 

make the trip, he would release him, 

which of course he did. 

     We arrived home in Devore about 

six o‟clock Monday evening. It was 

not a pleasant trip for Emmett but 

with lots of Tylenol he made it. 

About midnight I had to call 911 and 

they transported him to St. 

Bernardine Hospital in San 

Bernardino where he was 

subsequently admitted. Again every 

imaginable test was done and still 

they didn‟t show anything. Finally 

they decided it had to be the 

gallbladder and did the surgery 

Monday, May 22nd. The surgeon said 

the gallbladder had been dead for a 

long time and had become 

gangrenous. Finally he was able to 

come home; just a matter now of 

waiting for the incision to heal and 

to heal inside. Wrong! After a couple 

of weeks the drain was acting up; he 

wasn‟t healing properly inside so 

they had to install a stent in the duct 

from the liver to the small intestine. 

After a few days they could remove 

the drain and that was a big relief. 

Three weeks later they went in and 

removed the stent.  

     Needless to say, we‟ve had an 

exciting and very tiring couple of 

months. On the plus side; Emmett is 

now doing fine, free of pain and 

feeling better than he has felt in a 

couple of years. He is getting 

stronger and itching to get out in the 

hills. 

     I want to give special thanks to 

Bob Jacoby for all his help. I was in 

a period where I couldn‟t drive so I 

really appreciate all he did. He and 

Larry are both excellent drivers and 

gave us a smooth trip home. Thank 

you both. 

Future Trips 

Arizona Strip 
Poverty Camp 

(M.O.E.) 

September 17 to September 23 

Leaders: Messersmith/Taylor 

T 
his will be a late-season base 

camp outing at one of our 

favorite sites. It is 60 miles of 

washboard roads to the site, so this 

may be one where you may want to 

do the truck camper or tent thing 

although we have had numerous 

RVs in there in the past. Dan will 

probably take in his little Field & 

Stream trailer rather than a tent. On 

the 17th, we will meet folks at the 

Wal-Mart parking lot near the Wal-

Mart gas station at Exit 4 on Utah I-

15 at noon to caravan out to the 

campsite. 

     This camp allows us to access a 

number of Grand Canyon over-look 

points such as Toroweap, Whitmore 

Canyon, Kelly Point and Twin 

Points. Late September is a prime 

time for rock cuts on tires, so make 

sure your tires and spare are in top 

shape for this trip. If you have and 

can bring an extra spare, it can‟t 

hurt. 

     If you would like to go on this 

trip, please RSVP via e-mail to Dan 

dmess@ctaz.com  or Dick 

dickandmouse@aol.com 

.  .  . 

Cajon Pass 

October 22 

Leaders:  Jacoby/Cataldo 

W 
e will meet at 9:00 a.m. at 

Verdemont Drive and 

Palm Ave. in San 

Bernardino. We will travel the 

beautiful, especially in Fall,  

Sugarpine Mountain Trail and  arrive 

at Monument Peak to view the 

historical marker commemorating 

the Mojave Indian Trail used by Fr. 

Garcés (1776) and Jedediah Smith 

(1826). After traveling down the 

Mountain to Silverwood Lake we 

will continue on the Cleghorn Ridge 

Trail where there will be ample 

opportunities for optional serious 

four wheeling. After a visit to the 

site of the John Brown Toll Road we 

will travel up to Baldy Mesa and 

view the path followed by the 

original Mormon party that 

established San Bernardino. This trip 

will be limited to ten vehicles and 

will require high clearance, four 

wheel drive. Outstanding Cajon Pass 

historian Nick Cataldo has agreed to 

narrate the trip.   

.  .  . 

 National Trails 
Day in Dolan 

Springs 
(M.O.E.) 

October 29 

A 
TV, 4x4 Hiking, Mt Bike 

and Horseback riding. Also 

our 3rd annual recreational 
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swap-meet. Pancake breakfast at 

DAVIS RANCH (AKA RANCH 

CLUB). More details to follow 

closer to event. 

.  .  . 

Explore Arizona 

November 19-27 

Leader:  Neal Johns 

CB Channel 13 

I 
f you need to be back for 

Thanksgiving, you can leave 

early. This is an exploratory trip 

for experienced drivers only. Some 

short sections may be difficult for 

showroom stock vehicles. We will 

visit the Oatman Massacre Site near 

Sentinel off I-8 (Petros, Mormon 

Battalion/Southern Emigrant Trail, 

historic inscriptions), the Coke 

Ovens near Florence (five, made 

from native stone and used for 

making charcoal for the mines), Box 

Canyon and a nearby Stage Stop 

(may be difficult if it rained 

recently), and other places TBD. For 

more information, contact me or use 

Google. Bring empty 5 gallon gas 

can. We will meet Saturday morning 

at 9:30 a.m. on the right side of I-10, 

Indio, CA, Dillon Rd. Exit, Arco 

Station. Signup required. 

aridneal@gmail.com  

Member  
Doings 

Lost Again in 
Nevada 

By Neal Johns 
 

N 
evada keeps calling us back, 

so here we go again. This 

time it is several ranges of 

mountains with their many canyons. 

We are not alone - our dog sitter/

handyman and his companion are 

going with us in a separate vehicle. 

Said companion has not been into 

the wilderness before so it will be an 

“interesting” experience for her. :-) 

Our rescued Husky Dixie is also 

coming along. 

     Our first stop was Tonopah, 

where we bought some gas and 

visited my mandatory bookstore 

where we heard that people were 

finding old bottles in the now-closed 

old city dump, so off we went to try 

our luck. A few semi-modern bottles 

were found and we left the rest to 

anyone who knew where to dig, and 

then headed for Pea Vine Canyon to 

camp for the night. There is always 

water in the creek there and several 

nice primitive campsites. The next 

morning we drove west to 

Cottonwood Canyon and paused 

while our friends checked out an old 

airplane wreck on the side of the 

mountain. We had seen it years 

before but do not know anything 

about it. It was a light plane and 

survivors were unlikely. 

     Heading to Ione, we went around 

the south end of the Toiyabe Range 

where we saw a herd of about 40 

Pronghorn Antelope. Shortly before 

Ione, we stopped to let our Nevada 

newcomers see the Berlin 

Ichthyosaur State Park where the 

ghost town of Berlin and a 50‟ long 

Ichthyosaur (fish/lizard) fossil is on 

display. Going a little north, we 

came to Ione which is starting to 

revert to its ghost town past due to 

lack of residents and tourists. Most 

stores are closed and the antique 

firetruck parked on the main drag is 

gone as well as the buffalo we‟ve 

seen there before. We camped in 

Idlewild Canyon and then headed to 

Austin for gas. Seems like we spend 

as much time driving toward gas as 

we do exploring Nevada; it‟s a big, 

empty place. 

     In Austin, Marian bought her 

mandatory gemstone ring and 

necklace. A few miles southeast of 

Austin we bathed and washed our Big Horn Sheep 

Photo by Neal Johns 

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
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hair (well, Marian did, mine has not 

grown back yet) in Spencer Hot 

Springs and continued to Toquima 

Cave which contains dozens of 

Indian pictographs. Is the posted 0.2 

mile hike wrong or is it my old age 

that made it seem like a half mile? 

Don‟t answer that question. We 

camped near Turquoise Spring in the 

boonies again. 

     After breakfast, we drove to 

Diana‟s Punchbowl to show off 

another of our favorite Nevada  

wonders. It is a large raised dome 

about 70 ft. high made from hot 

spring deposits. At the top, in the 

center is a “bowl” which is about 45 

ft. in diameter and 20 ft. deep. In the 

bottom of the bowl is a beautiful blue

-green pool of steaming hot water. 

Some punchbowl! Then over the 

mountains we went, up E. 

Northumberland Canyon and down 

W. Northumberland Canyon. We 

saw several wild horses going up and 

eight Bighorn Sheep going down. 

Whee! Near the summit, we passed 

by the huge Northumberland Mine 

which is currently in operation. That 

evening we 

camped in 

Bowman 

Canyon next to 

a bubbling 

creek. The next 

day, our friends 

left for home, 

having seen 

several animals 

and natural 

wonders that 

were new to 

them. 

Somewhere 

along the road 

we saw an 

eagle, some 

quail, chucker, a gopher snake and a 

rattler. Marian stopped quickly so I 

could get out and carry the gopher 

snake off the highway so it would 

not get run over. This was the only 

critter that did not thrill them; some 

people! They weren‟t too thrilled 

with the rattlesnake either. 

     We explored Clipper Gap Canyon 

where Marian hiked farther up the 

canyon about a mile by herself. After 

seeing Mountain Lion tracks, she 

returned somewhat faster than she 

went up. Low on gas again, we 

returned to Austin, had a real meal in 

a real café, and camped by a real 

castle! Stokes Castle was built in the 

late 1800‟s by a rich miner for his 

son. It is now an unoccupied, historic 

building on the edge of Austin, 

overlooking the Reese River Valley. 

     Off old Hwy. 80 on a dirt road, 

we headed for Lebeau Canyon which 

contained a creek and a beautiful 

large meadow with grazing cows. 

Checked out neighboring Sunnyside 

Canyon and creek; then we got brave 

and tried a rugged two track to 

Idlewild Canyon – where we‟d been 

earlier. As a result of all these narrow 

two track roads, we now need a new 

refrigerator access door on our 

camper. Next, after crossing the Ione 

Valley, we stumbled onto the ghost 

town of Ellsworth which has several 

abandoned houses and a perpetually 

running water pipe from a nearby 

spring. Time for gas again, this time 

we went over Petrified Summit to 

Hawthorne, then Hwy. 395 and Lee 

Vining to home. Good to be heading 

home – and we didn‟t even have to 

eat the dog! 

.  .  . 
Fixer Upper 

Photo by Neal Johns 

Stokes Castle 

Photo by Neal Johns 
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Bee-Ware of the 
Sugarpine 

Mountain Trail! 

By Jean Roode 

A 
 few 

weeks 

ago we 

went with some 

family members, 

including our two 

small grandsons, 

to take a day trip up the Sugarpine 

Mountain Trail. On the way we saw 

the Pioneer Monument, a historical 

marker commemorating the Mojave 

Indian Trail used by Fr. Garcés and 

Jedediah Smith. As we travelled 

further up the trail there was a 

recently fallen tree blocking the trail. 

My brother was thinking if he cut off 

the smaller, lower-hanging branches 

we could possibly drive underneath 

the trunk. We all wondered why 

there were already chop marks on 

one of the limbs. It wasn‟t long 

before we had our answer.  

     Mal and one of my grandsons had 

just gotten out of the car and I was 

getting ready to get myself and my 

other grandson and niece out. My 

brother gave 3 or 4 good chops to the 

branch and then all of a sudden I see 

him running away from the tree and 

he‟s yelling 

“bees, bees, get in 

the car!” He ran 

past my car with 

the ax in his hand. 

The bees were 

swarming and 

some were 

coming in our car 

since all the 

windows were 

down.  I felt them 

in my hair 

stinging my head 

and I‟m flailing 

my arms to keep 

them away from 

my face. My first instinct is to close 

the windows but the keys were not in 

the ignition!  I‟m yelling at Mal to 

get his keys and close the windows 

and he‟s outside the car looking for 

one of our grandsons. He wasn‟t 

aware that our daughter-in-law had 

him safely with her in their truck. 

After realizing our grandson was 

safe and he could close the doors and 

windows, Mal finally got in the car 

and closed everything up but I‟m 

still complaining loudly that I got 

stung and to get the bees out of my 

hair!  With no other option, he just 

started squishing the bees in my hair. 

I‟m sure this whole ordeal was only 

seconds but it seemed like forever!   

     Once everyone got settled down 

in their vehicles we 

assessed the injuries. 

Besides myself, my 

brother and his wife 

got stung. We were 

very relieved none of 

the kids got stung.  

Luckily my brother, 

Dr. Mark, for some 

strange reason had 

brought exactly 3 

Benadryl tablets with 

him! When we were 

clear of the bees Mark 

removed 

the stinger 

from my head and the 3 of us took 

our Benadryl and headed back home. 

Unfortunately my 4 year old 

grandson was stung by a bee at our 

house the week before this happened 

so he‟s not a fan of bees.  

    Now we know why that tree limb 

had just a few chop marks in it! We 

added a few more chops. Will the 

next person wonder like we did? 

Hopefully they won‟t have an ax 

with them and go through the terror 

we did. I can‟t help but think what 

would have happened to us if those 

bees had been Africanized bees.  

UPDATE: Mal informed Bob Jacoby 

about the situation and Bob was 

going to make sure the trail is open 

before his trip on October 22. 

 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Fallen Tree on Sugarpine Mountain Trail 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Photo by Mal Roode 

The group at a scenic lookout point 
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T 
he DE Focus on our leaders 

for upcoming trips started off 

featuring Ted Kalil. Now I‟d 

like to put the spotlight on Bill 

Gossett even though he isn‟t currently 

scheduled for any future trips. 

However, he did lead a trip back in 

June, and although Neal and I weren‟t 

able to go, I have heard nothing but 

positive comments. Bill is noted for 

his personal stories and knowledge of 

the California/Nevada desert. We 

even found his signature in an old 

cabin log book near Quartzite, 

Arizona a few years ago. That guy 

gets around! I don‟t remember how 

we stumbled on Bill or vice versa, but 

that was a lucky day for the DE. 

     So enough kudos. Wife, Barbara, 

who is an active half of this “desert 

team”, says Bill is actually a very 

private person, so you need to go on 

one of his trips to get to know him. 

But I can tell you he is a first –rate 

history buff, and is especially 

interested in mining history. Bill is a 

board member of the Searles Valley 

Historical Society and is also 

involved with the Searles Valley Gem 

and Mineral Society. He enjoys 

archaeology, rock hounding, and 

exploring the backcountry.  

     Bill and Barbara are both 

originally from Trona. They have 

three adult children and three 

grandchildren. 

     Bill and Barbara own some 

property at Onyx Springs on the east 

side of the Argus Range north of 

Trona. Some of us have been lucky 

enough to visit their place there and 

have heard parts of the story 

involving their struggle to keep their 

property and its access road out of 

Wilderness. Here is a very condensed 

summary of their BATTLE FOR 

ONYX SPRINGS. 

Trip Leader 
Focus 

 

Bill Gossett 
 

By Marian Johns 

THE BATTLE 

FOR ONYX 

SPRINGS 

By Barbara Gossett 

O 
urs was a battle to have our 

private property and our ac-

cess road removed from the 

Argus Range Wilderness. When the 

Argus Range Wilderness in the Pana-

mint Valley, Inyo County, California 

was established, our deeded, private 

land was locked inside. In 1996, the 

access road to our deeded, private 

land was posted with a "no vehicles 

beyond this point" sign. We went to 

the BLM and met with Lee Delaney 

the Ridgecrest Resource Area Manag-

er and Katie Wash the Wilderness 

Specialist. They tried to tell us that it 

was a done deal and that it would be 

best for us to sign an access agree-

ment in order to use our road. We re-

fused, stating that we already had the 

right to use the road. Lee let it slip 

that we might have an RS2477 right 

of way but at the time it did not regis-

ter. We had several meetings over the 

next couple of years regarding the 

access road with no real results. 

     When Lee left for a job in Wash-

ington, D.C., Hector Villalobos was 

hired as the new manager. He had a 

hard-nosed approach to land issues 

and after a failed attempt to get us to 

sign a permit, slapped us with a No-

tice of Decision. You see, the BLM's 

main objective was to make us will-

ing sellers at a price set by them. 

They wanted our land because of the 

5 springs located on it but we own the 

mineral rights and they wouldn't pay 

for the minerals. We immediately 

filed an appeal based on the RS2477 

even though the appeal instructions 

that they sent us were outdated and 

would have caused us to fail in our 

attempt to appeal. We have never re-

ceived a decision on the appeal. 

     In the meantime, we wrote several 

of our congressmen and senators re-

garding our problem and asking for 

help. We got the ear of Congressman 

Jerry Lewis R-California who along 

with his aides Janet Scott and Spencer 

Freebairn took our cause to Congress. 

We had documented our case so well 

that there was no denying that we 

were being railroaded. We had tape 

recordings from meetings with BLM 

management, we had letters from 

BLM to congressmen and senators 

that were contradictory and could be 

proven wrong and we had proof that 

my husband Bill had been the final 

speaker at the congressional hearing 

in Barstow, California during the wil-

derness hearings at which time he re-

quested that our property be excluded 

from the wilderness. We were also 

advised by a person privy to the infor-

mation that a wilderness study had 

never been done on the Argus Range. 

At one point we sent a video tape 

showing parts of the original road on-

to the property from the late 1800's 

and showed the remains of an old 

miner's cabin on the 40 acres. When 

the dust settled, it was clear that we 

had won. Congress had passed and 

the President had signed the 2001 

Dept. of the Interior appropriations 

bill which included a section remov-

ing our property and its access road 
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from the Argus Range Wilderness. 

The bill is HR4578; the section is 

137. 

     People need to know that they 

have to stand strong on prior existing 

rights. Government agencies will try 

to make people believe that they have 

the right to set certain requirements 

but they don't. Several attempts were 

made to get us to sign an agreement 

and government representatives were 

told that our rights would still be 

available later but this is an absolute 

fallacy. Any time a party signs an 

agreement it constitutes a new con-

tract and supersedes any previous 

rights they had. We refused to sign 

over and over again based on this. 

     This is a brief history and the facts 

that I have set forth are only the tip of 

the iceberg. There is entirely too 

much to state in this Newsletter and 

put together in its entirety, it would 

probably be a book.  

     Hope you find this story interest-

ing and possibly of use in some way. 

     Update – The case was "kicked 

back" meaning the "BLM Notice Of 

Decision and our Appeal" were 

thrown out in total based on the fact 

that Congress had removed our prop-

erty and access road from Wilderness. 

.  .  . 

By now, most of you (hopefully) have had a chance to view "Hannah in the 

Desert," put together by her dad, Leonard Friedman. If not, take a minute (actually 

it's a 12 minute video) and watch it; it is truly a little gem! Here's the link - http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtFfFyAwRr4 or go to www.youtube.com and in the 

Search box type “Hannah in the Desert.” 

Peter Austin pj.austin2@verizon.net 

Bill Baird wlliam-baird@verizon.net 

Craig Baker seahawk190@mail.com 

Bruce Barnett bns.barnett@sbcglobal.net 

H. S. Barsam hbarsam@comcast.net 

Mike Berger ekimberger@yahoo.com 

Ted Berger berger200@comcast.net 

Larry Boerio larrybemail@yahoo.com 

Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

June Box jbox@att.net 

David Bullock eecue@eecue.com 

Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net 

Jim Byrne jim_byrne@sbcglobal.net 

Rick Cords rcords@roadrunner.com 

Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net 

Marten DeGroot martendegroot@yahoo.com 

Robert DeWolf rsdewolf@roadrunner.com 

Daniel Dick Helvetica@earthlink.net 

Leonard Friedman l.friedman@att.net 

George Gilster carol10040@msn.com 

David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com  

Bill Gossett bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Sunny Hansen sjhsn@verizon.net 

Jerry Harada jkh357.sbcglobal.net 

Emmett Harder echco@verizon.net 

Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@charter.net 

Alan Heller famheller@msn.com 

John Henderson jhenderson@socal.rr.com 

Vicki Hill vlanehill@verizon.net 

Alan Hodes alanstvl@yahoo.com 

Charles Hughes  mhach@juno.com 

Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@att.net 

Bob Jaussaud joeso@lonepinetv.com 

Neal Johns aridneal@gmail.com 

Ted Kalil tskalil@msn.com 

Jim Kay jkay13@ca.rr.com 

Richard Kenney kenneyrc@sbcglobal.net 

Jerry Koplowitz jkopnv@aol.com 

Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari        rlipari@conejo.k12ca.us 

Steve Marschke stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Marilyn Martin mjmartin@dslextreme.com 

Dave McFarland jd_mcfarland@att.net 

Joan McGovern-White  jmcgw@verizon.net 

Homer Meek k6hkt@arrl.net 

Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com 

Debbie Miller dmiller@guideone.com 

Nelson Miller nmiller@hogleireland.com 

Chuck Miller mitchellmbc@att.net 

Robert M. Monsen monsensgu@infowest.com 

Jeanne Murrin duncowgirledup@yahoo.com 

Robert M. Myers bobjeeper@yahoo.com  

Deborah Nakamoto sky-horse@att.net 

Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net 

Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net 

Carl Noah ncnoah2@yahoo.com 

Terry Ogden togden@cox.net 

Bob Oliver mexntex2@yahoo.com 

John Page jppage@roadrunner.com 

Mel Patterson  pattermr@cox.net 

Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com 

Jim Proffitt jamesproffitt@mac.com 

Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com 

Fred Raab fjr@fredraab.com 

Bob Rodemeyer chiefrodey@ca.rr.com 

Jean Roode denewsltr@gmail.com 

Malcolm Roode malroode@gmail.com 

Ron Ross rgrossjr @jpl.nasa.gov 

Nan Savage nansavage@sbcglobal.net 

Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.com 

Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Glen Shaw desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 

Stan Sholik ssholik@cox.net 

Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu 

Mignon Slentz mignonslentz@gmail.com 

Anne Stoll annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Gene Stoops genebevs@msn.com 

Donald Sweinhartt ecv1069@earthlink.net 

Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com 

Bob Thille grthille@yahoo.com 

Loren Upton         patricia@outbackofbeyond.com 

Cliff Walker  cjwalker@mindspring.com 

Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com 

Al Walter a.walter@cox.net 

James Watson jwatson444@yahoo.com 

Brian Wellinger scatmandoo54@msn.com 

Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net 

Bob Wieting b.wieting@mac.com 

Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com 

Bob Younger bobyounger@verizon.net 

CURRENT DESERT EXPLORERS WITH EMAIL 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtFfFyAwRr4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtFfFyAwRr4
mailto:jim_byrne@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vlanehill@verizon.net
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:fjr@fredraab.com
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Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

October 22 Cajon Pass Jacoby/Cataldo 

November 19-27 Explore Arizona Johns 

January 20-22 Camp Rock Base Camp Kalil 

February 18-19 1st Segment East Mojave Heritage Trail Johns 

April 21 Carrizo Plain Jacoby 
 

Contact Mal Roode at malroode@gmail.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

September 17-23 Arizona Strip, Poverty Camp Messersmith/Taylor 

October T.B.D. Willow Beach.  Details to come. Messersmith/Taylor 

October 29 National Trails Day at Nolan Springs Messersmith/Taylor 

DESERT 
EXPLORERS 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Editor: 

 Jean Roode 

 

Assistant Editors:  

Marian and Neal Johns 

Where Am I? 
Here are the Solution and Winners for August.  Location: Southwest of Trona. Winners: Mal Roode, James Profitt, Leonard 
Friedman, Bob Younger and Allan Schoenherr. Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else 
went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in 
another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley 
near the Devil‟s Golf Course.” 
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DESERT EXPLORERS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a check 

for $20.00 made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address  Children  

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  E-Mail   

Cell Phone ( )  Ham Call Sign   

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 

Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12871 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave. San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller TBD 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist, Co-chairperson 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles & Mary Hughes Chas P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach2juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue‟s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 818-585-6468  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 760-876-9227  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Marian Johns Co-Chairperson & Neal Keeper 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406  tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Xterra Terror & Sat Chick 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29757-3128


12    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM NO. 186 SEPTEMBER 2011 

DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline fo
r submission in th

e October N
ewsle

tter is
 September 10th 

Please!!!!
 Send something…. 

 

**FLASH** 

Check your subscrip
tion date to

 see if y
ou need to

 re
new!!! 


