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March 15
Led by Debbie Burger, reported

by John Page

TT
HIS WAS DEBBIE BURGER’S FIRST TRIP AS A
Desert Explorer Trip Leader, so, as Trip
Coordinator, I felt obligated to partici-

pate. In addition to probable rain, I resigned
myself to suffering through a couple of long
days in the Mojave Desert, enduring her looks
(lovely), personality (charming), and brains
(intelligent). Luckily, there was one other
plucky DEx trooper who was
willing to make the same sac-
rifices: our esteemed
Treasurer, Ken Sears. Where
is Neal when you need him?

I drove to the Hole-in-the-
wall campground on Friday
evening and set up my cot
while the skies were clear,
but, after dark, decided to
pitch a tent as the clouds
were drifting in and the stars
began to disappear from the
sky. My first hunch had been
correct; there was no rain on
Friday night, and it was quite
warm, thanks to the overcast.

Oh well, my “tenting” skills were honed.
By 9:30 Saturday morning, Ken, Debbie, and

I had formed up at the Visitors’ Center, and we
struck out for the Mojave Potluck Experience.

Debbie had planned the trip to give us
hands-on experience on several facets of
Mojave Desert culture: pre-history, home-
steading, commerce, military presence, and
mining. She had obviously spent some time
preparing for this trip and was able to tell us
the history and circumstances surrounding
most of our stops. It is truly a pity that this
effort was wasted on a couple of lame-brains.
Talk about casting pearls!

Our first stop was at Woods Wash, where we
took a short hike under threatening skies to a
rock art site containing petroglyphs that
ranged from mediocre to fascinating.

Then, to the Watson homestead, where
Debbie related some history that Dennis
Casebier had obtained from Betty Stokes, who
had lived there in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury. The windmill, near which Betty hid the
family’s homemade moonshine, is still work-
ing, pumping water into a couple of nearby
tanks. A bit later, it was beginning to drizzle
when we stopped for a short walk to find a
rock on which Betty Stokes had chipped her
name.

We went on to the Bert Smith cabin, where
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we had lunch in the light rain. Then on to
the “High Valley Mine” cabin, where we
took a break in a protected porch, and
our Schoolmarm read us the history of
Camp Rock Springs and described the
lives of the soldiers stationed there. For
some obscure reason, duty at Camp Rock
Springs was not really popular, and the
desertion rate was one of the highest in
the U.S. Army. The Camp Commander was
unwilling to send patrols out to capture
deserters because the patrols rarely

returned, either with or without the
deserters. 
We did a drive-by of the Camp Rock

Springs area to compare the scene today
with that shown in some old pho-
tographs that Debbie had handy.
Then we ran a length of the Mojave

Road, which by now has, in many places,
been worn into a channel in the desert
floor. It was for the purpose of protect-
ing the mail run between the Los Angeles
area and Prescott, Arizona along the
Mojave Road that the military presence
at Camp Rock Springs was established.
Finally, we worked our way to the

Sagamore Mine on a road that Debbie
described as “maybe a little rough” in a
masterpiece of understatement.
The Sagamore mine was great! In addi-

tion to the large adit on the hillside near
the end of the road, there are extensive
workings and several modern buildings
and stone structures in an adjacent
wash. One of these buildings, a
bunkhouse, showed the business cards
of some notorious Barstow pioneers:
our friends Bill Mann and Gene Stoops.
There is an impressive vertical shaft and
some more dumps farther up the little
canyon.
By the time we got back to our trucks,

the rain was getting a little stronger, and
it was getting cold so that there was a
real likelihood of snow, ice, and serious
mud. Debbie made the Leader’s decision
to call it a trip.
She took us to I-15 where we stopped

at the Mad Greek in Baker for dinner
and then separated and headed home
through very heavy rain.
We never did get to do the potluck!
Debbie: you planned a fine trip and led

it very well under
difficult circum-
stances; it’s a
shame that the
weather was poor
and that there were
not more of us to
benefit from your
effort! We hope
you continue to be
active as a Trip
Leader.�

Mojave Explorers
April 2003 field

trip 
By Gene Stoops

BB
OB AND BETTY OLIVER WERE OUR HOSTS
at their Joshua Tree estate. I say this
because they have made it such a

beautiful place and so inviting. They were
very gracious hosts, and we will never for-
get their kindness. Bob is very familiar
with the area and led us to some very
interesting places over the weekend.

On Friday, April 4th Bob led us to the
Keys’ Ranch in Joshua Tree National Park.
Originally from Russia, Mr. Keys eventu-
ally settled in the Joshua Tree area where
he ranched, farmed and mined in the
early 1900s. We were met by a Park
Ranger who led us on a wonderful tour of
the ranch and grounds around the ranch.
She talked about the ranch in its hey day
and even had pictures for us to be able to
understand what she was showing us. It
was very enlightening, and many of us
could still see remnants of our past: old
equipment, ringer washer, etc.. We then
parked at the site of the Barker Dam,
explored the area and had lunch. Several
dams were built in the area by ranchers
trying to harness the water for fields and
household use. It was a great day, and in
the evening we had a potluck.

On Saturday, April 5th we headed out,
with our fearless leader, to some of the
gold mines in the Dale Mining District. It
is absolutely amazing the sheer labor it
took to mine in those days (again early
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1900’s). We explored several areas, and
the guys always get a kick out of looking
over all of the equipment. Along the way
Bob told us about some of the other his-
torical sites in the Joshua Tree area. Then
we went back to the Olivers’ for another
great potluck. Thanks to everyone who
brought such tasty food.  Bob was deter-
mined to have a campfire, and, finally, the
wind let up on Saturday night. We sat
around the fire and captured the beauti-
ful view from the Olivers’. On Sunday
Jerry Harada led a few people to Coyote
Canyon were there were many petro-
glyphs and beautiful wildflowers. 

Thanks again to the Olivers for a won-
derful field trip. �

El Mirage Land
Sailing
By Bob Martin

TT
HERE HAD BEEN RAIN, AND THE EL
Mirage BLM hot line recorder had
failed, so on Wednesday Marilyn

and I drove down to the lake to see if it
was open or closed. There was a little
water where the road entered the lake,
and all the signs proclaimed the lake
closed. It looked dry enough to us. So on
Thursday I called the Barstow office to
find out. The Field Office Manager, Tim
Read, told me he thought it was open but
would find out and call me back. He did

and said it was open and the signs
were being changed. So I e-mailed
those who had said they wanted to
come to say the trip was on.
It had turned cold, and the wind was

up when I went down Friday after-
noon.
Saturday about 9:15 a.m. Craig Baker
arrived. We assembled a double sailer,
and I showed Craig how to sail. Betty
Wallin and Don Sweinhart rolled up in
Don’s motorhome about 9:30 a.m.. We
quickly assembled another double
sailer, and I showed Don the “ropes”.
He soon had Betty ensconced, and they
were off in the wind (which was blow-
ing 18 to 20 mph with gusts to 35). It
wasn’t long before Craig graduated to
the single seat Chubasco sailer. Didn’t
see him again till lunch.
The cold wind and sailing continued
all day.
About 3:30 p.m. Chuck and Jeanice
Kalbach arrived. They had planned to

come down Friday, but their motorhome
had other ideas. Neal and Marian Johns
rolled up about 4 p.m. Craig, Don and
Betty and the rest crowded into our
motorhome and drinks and hors d’ou-
vres, along with good conversation,
ensued.

All had brought food for the pot luck,
and when we began to lay it out you could
hear groans about being too full of hors
d’ouvres. It must have been in jest as the
plates I saw were overflowing. By 8:30
p.m. everyone was ready to call it a day,
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and all but Don and Betty headed home.
Sunday it was still windy, blew all night.

Don had some things he needed to do so
we packed up the sailers and were off the
lake by 9:30 a.m..�

Wildflower
Excursion
By Mary & Bill Cook

TT
HREE WEEKS AGO WE WENT ON A ONE DAY
wildflower search out to Red Rock
Canyon State Park. Enjoyed it so

much that we told some friends that we’d
like to do it again over a weekend.
Wanting to go, but not being owners of a
4X4, they rented one, a Nissan Xterra.

Friday night we camped at scenic
Ricardo campground in Red Rock, man-
aging to miss the rainstorms we saw off to
the west. The evening was very windy,
requiring a couple nocturnal forays to
secure the tent and gather gear being
blown away, but Saturday was beautiful
and clear. The AC-heater fan started howl-
ing, so it was disconnected. Didn’t think
I’d need it anyhow.

The wildflowers along the Redrock-
Inyokern Road were thicker and in more
variety than were out two weeks ago. The
women loved it; even I was impressed. I
didn’t think some of this stuff ever
bloomed. We explored the seismotite
mine and a homestead that was aban-
doned due to a propane explosion, and
Burro Schmidt’s tunnel. Ol’ Burro must
have been a short little Schmidt, as there
is not a lot of overhead clearance for
larger folk like me. And I have the
wounds to prove it.

From there we went to Last Chance
Canyon, being warned by a park ranger
that “it’s a bit tight”. The trail starts with a
steep stepped drop-off, about 30’ or so
and then follows a rocky wash. It did
require some careful spotting and rock

moving to get our
full sized GMC thru
here, with a lot of
abuse to the side-
walls of the BFG’s.
Where the GMC
went the Nissan
followed, but not
without suffering a
rocker panel
wound they will
have to explain to
Enterprise Rentals
- very scenic and
fun challenge that
took about two
hours.

We stopped at
Jawbone Station
and were told that
the road up
Geringer Grade
was in “rough
shape”, but our
plan was to follow
the road to Lake
Isabella, up
Jawbone Canyon
to the Kelso Valley,
hoping to find a
campsite, but it’s
all posted private
property. We went from desert to mead-
ows to oaks to high country pines.

Geringer Grade was indeed rough, lots
of deep ruts and mud. The Nissan was
leading at this point and several times got
diagonally stuck, rocking on two wheels
from alternate corners while the other
two were spinning in the air. Obviously
this critter did not come with traction
control. It would have been funny if we
weren’t running out of daylight, and it was
windy and cold. The grade crested at
7000’ (according to the AAA map, I forgot
to check the GPS), and we were in snow
from the previously mentioned storm, a
little at first, then more and more and
more. We pushed on until we got into the
Sequoia National Forest, considered a few
camp sites, but it was just too cold and
windy.  About a mile from where
Jawbone Road intersects Piute
Mountain Road we were stopped due to
snow too deep to drive through, and a
downed tree. With no other options, we
spent a cold night in our vehicles (water
bottles inside the truck with us froze
solid).

Sunday morning was clear, but darn
cold. We found the south side of Piute
Mountain road and descended carefully
to Caliente Canyon and pavement. (We
had quite an adventure several years ago
stuck in the snow on Hunter Mountain,
but that’s another story.) This route is
very scenic, with beautiful views, but
going down such roads in the snow leaves
no margin for errors and kept me busy -
and without coffee too.

Caliente Canyon, while paved, is very
pretty. We found a small diner at Keene,
enjoyed a hearty breakfast, and went on
to see the Tehachapi Loop. This place is a
railroad fan’s Mecca. I hiked to a hilltop
that offered a panoramic view and waited
for a train - and waited - and waited - and
waited. Nothing. (We did not see a mov-
ing train until we were south of Mojave).
Having expended the patience of my wife,
I left Tehachapi Loop disappointed.

Adventurous, scenic, memorable. A
good weekend outing.�
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FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four-
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their discretion.

California High
Flats Trip
Aug 20 – 24/25

Leader: John Page
CB: 13

GMRS or FRS radio if you
have one – Channel 7

EE
VERYONE PLEASE BRING A CONTRIBUTION
to the Wednesday evening potluck
dinner. Bring and wear sunscreen;

the altitude contributes to a killer sun-
burn. Bring firewood if you can.
Depending on your interests, please
bring:  reading material, card and/or
board games, horseshoe game, Frisbees,
kites, hiking shoes, canteens,  fishing
license (see below).

This laid-back trip will be in two parts;
participants are welcome to join either or
both parts. Two-wheel drive is O.K. for the
first part; 4wd is required for the second
part.

The first part will be at 8133-ft
Mahogany Flats in Death Valley. I will be
happy to meet folks from L.A. at Denny’s
Sand Canyon on Highway 14 at 8:30 a.m.
on Wednesday, August 20; we will go
through Mojave and Trona on our way to
Mahogany Flats, but it will be too hot to
plan on meeting anyone on the way. I will

send directions to Mahogany Flats to any-
one who doesn’t know where it is. We will
be in Death Valley and subject to the $10
entry fee, but will not be passing any fee-
collection station. Gasoline is normally
available in Trona, Panamint Springs
(new?), Lone Pine, and Stovepipe Wells.

I expect we will spend Wednesday
afternoon and evening at Mahogany Flats
just “hanging around” and acclimating to
the altitude. Bring a book or a game to
play while we just relax and spy on the
Germans in the heat down below at
Furnace Creek and Badwater. Firewood
would be good too, because it will be
cool at night. Plan for a potluck dinner
Wednesday night.

On Thursday, you will have the option
of : 1) driving a short distance back the
Wildrose Canyon Road to the charcoal
kilns and exploring them and/or hiking
up to 9,064-ft Wildrose Peak from the
trailhead at the kilns [2264-ft climb in
4.2 miles], 2) hiking as far up the trail to
11,019-ft Telescope Peak [2916-ft climb
in about 7 miles, from where you can see
both the highest and lowest points in the
contiguous United States] as your inter-
ests and energy allow, or 3) staying with
the book or game you started Wednesday.
The hikers will be very tired Thursday
night.

Friday we will drive to Bishop where
those who are interested in only the
Coyote Flats part of the trip will join us.

For the second part of the trip, we will
meet on Friday, August 22 at Isaak Walton
Park on West Line Street in Bishop at
noon for a picnic lunch and then head up
the hill to Funnel Lake at Coyote Flats.
Funnel Lake is a gorgeous little high-alti-
tude lake with lots of hungry fish. Fisher-
people are legally supposed to have a
California Fishing License, but I have
never been checked, and I don’t intend to
ask. [Warning: the penalty for fishing
without a license can be severe.] I use a
spin-casting rig with a bobber and wet fly
and have always caught fish in Funnel
Lake. I release mine, but you don’t have
to if you plan to eat the fish. There is
another little lake within a short distance
of our campsite that may also yield fish.

On Saturday, in addition to fishing,
there is opportunity for some 4wd
exploring around the Coyote Flats area. A
short drive will take us to the Baker
Creek Campground, the trailhead for a
hike up to some higher lakes, the upper-

most of which is Thunder and Lightning
Lake, and a mild pass over to South Lake
and Bishop Creek. If not too stiff and sore
from the Thursday hike, I think I would
like to try for T&L Lake again; it’s been
several years. There is room for horse-
shoes, if anyone will bring the equipment.
Frisbees and other active or passive
games will be welcome, as will some
more firewood.

Sunday, most of us will probably head
down the mountain for home, but I may
hang around for another night and return
Monday if anyone else is so inclined.

Please e-mail me at jppage@adel-
phia.net confirming your interest in join-
ing either or both parts of this wildly
unambitious summer trip.�

Eureka/Saline
Valleys

October 13-14 (maybe
longer)

Leader: John Page
CB: 13

SS
tARTING AT BIG PINE, WE WILL VISIT THE
Eureka Dunes, then run Dedeckera
Canyon through Steel Pass and

spend the night at one of the Saline Valley
hot springs. The next day we will take a
short hike up to the McElvoy Canyon
waterfall and visit an Indian camping
area. We will look for petroglyph sites
reported to exist in this area.

The trip may be extended into Death
Valley or the Panamint Mountains if there
is sufficient interest. Participation in the
extension would be optional. E-mail John
Page at jppage@adelphia.net for a reser-
vation. �

Meeting Minutes
Sunday April 13, 2003
Neal and Marian Johns’

home
PRESENT

Reda Anderson
Bob Bolin - Mailing
Shirley Bolin - Mailing

Life isn't like a box of choco-
lates, it's more like a jar of

jalapenos -- you never know
what's going to burn your ass



Lorene Crawford
Cathy Hanna
Norris Hanna
Jerry Harada
Joni Harada
Dean Hilleman 
Laura Hilleman
Bob Jacoby
Bob Jaussaud – Co Chair
Sue Jaussaud – Co Chair
Marian Johns
Neal Johns – Chair Emeritus
Chuck Kalbach
Jeanice Kalbach
Jay Lawrence
Marilyn Martin - Subscriptions
Bob Martin – Newsletter
John Page – Outings, Website
Ken Sears - Treasurer
Don Sweinhart
Betty Wallin - Secretary
Allan Wicker
Ding Wicker

CALL TO ORDER
Bob Jaussaud called our special

potluck Sunday Brunch meeting to order
at 11:20 a.m.

MINUTES
Minutes were approved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A big hand to the Johns for their hos-

pitality and to everyone for the success of
the brunch.

REPORTS
Newsletter

Bob Martin needs more write-ups for
upcoming trips. Bob requested that we
send the Ocotillo RV Park a subscription
to the Newsletter. Neal made a motion, Jay
Lawrence seconded it, and the motion
passed.

Subscriptions

Marilyn Martin said that there were
119 paid subscriptions and read off a list
of 17 that were past due.

Mailings

Bob and Shirley Bolin were thanked

for all the work they do in putting out the
Newsletter. Marilyn Martin made a motion
that we should purchase a good electric
stapler for them. Reda Anderson sec-
onded and the motion passed unani-
mously.

Treasurer

Ken Sears said we have about $5000 in
our account. $500 was donated to the
museum in Ocotillo. Ken said that dona-
tions were O.K., but the donation and
amount should be decided beforehand by
the group. Marilyn Martin said she
thought each case should be decided
individually as part of the planning of the
Rendezvous. The gift should be an official
presentation. Bob Jaussaud will e-mail
Anne Stoll to ask for an acknowledgement
or receipt from the Museum for our gift to
them.

Outings

John Page talked about the unsched-
uled trip to Baja by John and Bob Martin
to rescue Neal Johns. Seems Neal’s ball
joint on the truck slipped out, and the
wheel was flat on the ground. Bob and
John went down, and with their help res-
cued Neal and got him to a place where
the final work could be done on his truck. 

John, as usual, was managing to get a
lot of new trips out which will be listed in
the Newsletter. It was decided that in the
write-ups of coming trips, that it would be
best to leave off the meeting place and
time. As the participants make their reser-
vations, they can receive that information.

Website

According to John Page it is still run-
ning and getting about 10 hits a day. He
will be putting the Peru trip on it.

OLD BUSINESS
Rendezvous

The entire group expressed their
thanks to Alan Romspert for all the time
and effort he spent in setting up and run-
ning the Silent Auction. Not only did he
bring all the tables and set everything up,
but he also did all the paper work and
saw that all got the items they bid for. A
big hand for Alan.

Marilyn Martin made a motion that in
the future, we should only publish the

summary of the total amount gathered by
the silent auction, and thank the donors.
Neal Johns seconded and the motion
passed.

Bob Jaussaud said that we need a
Rendezvous follow-up.

Reda Anderson, as a former
Rendezvous worker, said that we should
thank Anne Stoll for all her work in
putting together the Rendezvous. Reda
will write a thank you in the newsletter to
all the people who worked on this year’s
Rendezvous.

NEW BUSINESS
Rendezvous 2004:

There was a long discussion of when
and where to have it. Lorene Crawford
made a motion to table the decision until
we have more information. Marilyn sec-
onded and the motion passed. Bob and
Sue Jaussaud will check out Lone Pine,
Ken Sears will check out Panamint
Springs, and Bob and Shirley Bolin will
check out Goldrock as possible sites for
next year’s Rendezvous.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be at the home of

Ding and Allen Wicker in Claremont at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 31, 2003.

(Changed to June 7)
ADJOURNMENT

Bob Jaussaud adjourned the meeting
at 1:20 p.m. �
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Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

August Kern Plateau Kalbach

Summer White Mountain Romspert

August 20-25 Callifornia High Flats Page

September Taklamakan Desert Reda Anderson

October 13-14 Eureka/Saline Valley Page

October Cajon Pass day trip Jacoby

October 4 Glass Mountain Traverse Kalbach

September 2004 Chile Reda Anderson/Mitchell



77 DDESERTESERT EEXPLORERSXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM NNOO. 87 J. 87 JUNEUNE 20032003

The Truth
By John Page

II
T WAS REALLY MARIAN ON THE CB THAT LED
us to the scene of the broken Toyota.

When we got there we found Neal lying
huddled on the sand in the wash in the
fetal position. He was twitching and jerk-
ing and sobbing hysterically. We could
hear him babbling to himself “Save me,
save me, please somebody, save me.”
There was sand stuck to his face where
the tears, the spittle drooling from the
corners of his mouth, and the stuff com-
ing out of his nose had all smeared
together into a gooey, slimy mess. His
eyes were red, and his pants were stained.
He smelled of vomit.

Marian stepped calmly out of cab of
the truck and looked at her miserable
husband with disdain. “There, there,
Neal,” she said, “I told you everything
would work out O.K.”

Bob found a roll of blue paper shop
towels and wet it; the three of us, with
some help from Marilyn, cleaned Neal up
as best we could. He, of course, resisted
being touched by water, but we overpow-
ered him. It was quite a while before we
had him wiped off, and he settled down
and regressed to his normal obnoxious
self. �
Dear Editor:
As I read the account in the

May issue of the newsletter
of the JohnsÕ recent misad?
venture in Baja, I was sur?
prised on several accounts.
First, who would have

thought that Neal Johns still
had two friends left in this
world, let alone two intrepid
souls willing to pay Mexican
authorities $21 just to save
his sorry little you know
what, especially when his
demise would have left a first
rate Husky and a serviceable
woman available for adop?
tion?
Which brings us to the sec?

ond surprise. WouldnÕt you
think that Neal, a founding
member of the Desert

Explorers, would be knowl?
edgeable not only of Rule 5
of the By Laws (Òmaximum
loss (vehicle or people) is
10% per tripÓ), but also of
Amendment B?  This clearly
states that the leader cannot
be included in that percent?
age; of course, any children,
animals or spouses legally in
his/her possession at the
time of the trip are eligible
for inclusion.  Perhaps this is
what Neal was thinking of.
And the biggest surprise of

all was to discover the Neal
Johns still HAD a ball capable
of being separated from its
joint.  Had the editor not
included 3 eyewitness
accounts and detailed pho?
tographs, I would have dis?
missed this as so much
coyote melon.
Sincerely,
Joan McGovern?White
Editors note:
It is rumored that Joan may soon be

recovering from an auto accident with the
assistant editor’s TRD.

What is a
Wilderness, any-

way?
by: Allan A. Schoenherr

WW
ELL-MEANING WILDERNESS LEGISLA-
tion prevents Californians from
visiting scenic landscapes for-

merly accessible by automobile.
This is a story about words. I wish it

weren’t, but that’s the way it is. According
to the Federal Wilderness Act of 1964
wilderness is a place “where the earth
and its community of life are untram-
meled by man, where man himself is a
visitor who does not remain.” Legislators
used the word “untrammeled” (not
“untrampled”), which does not even
appear in most dictionaries, to mean that
humans in a wilderness should in no way
restrict, contain, or inhibit activities
within the natural community of plants
and animals. The implication is that
humans can visit a wilderness if they don’t

abuse it.
Prior to passage of the Wilderness Act,

public agencies such as the U.S. Forest
Service (USFS), Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and National Park
Service (NPS) were asked to do a survey
of “roadless” areas in order to determine
which parcels were appropriate for
wilderness status. The key word here was
“roadless” not “untrammeled.”
Californians, blessed with more roadless
terrain than any state outside of Alaska,
became proud recipients of large tracts of
scenic wilderness land, most of which

DDeesseerrtt  EExxpplloorreerrss
Newsletter

Editor: Bob Martin

Asst. Editors: Marilyn Martin,
Marian & Neal Johns

Next Meeting
Saturday, June 7

10:30 a.m. pot luck brunch
Ding & Allan Wicker’s

Be there!!!
Directions to Allan and Ding Wicker's

house (1430 Sitka Court, Claremont): In
Claremont, go north on Indian Hill Blvd.
past Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the
median (counting from Foothill), turn left
into the entrance to Griswold's
Townhomes. You will see a set of 3 gates
connected to an ivy-covered wall, and tile-
roofed townhomes.

Approach the northern-most (right-
most) gate at the entrance. Stop there,
and at the keypad, punch in # 3 7.   (If
you forget, there is a directory.) That will
ring Allan's phone  He will answer and
open the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it,
turning right immediately, and then follow
the street until the first opportunity to turn
left. Turn left there (at the first opportu-
nity), and at the next opportunity, then
park in any available parking area (not
along the curb). The house is 1430 Sitka;
the 1430 on the side of the house should
be visible from the street. Walk up the dri-
veway, and follow the sidewalk to the
house entrance. Desperation calls for
assistance:  (909) 621-3684.
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was mountainous. Motorized vehicles
were prohibited. Access had to be gained
by walking or riding a horse, but water
usually was available for campers. People
were encouraged to visit, but could not
remain. 

Meanwhile, many environmental
activists believed that an abundance of
desert land, most of which was managed
by the BLM, deserved similar wilderness
protection. Stories of abuse by mining,
grazing, and off-road vehicles whetted the
public appetite for legal protection. In
preparation for such an event, a series of
“Wilderness Study Areas” was established
by the Bureau of Land Management. In
1994, with the passage of the Desert
Protection Act, the total area classified as
wilderness in California was brought to
14 million acres. Joshua Tree and Death
Valley National Monuments were
enlarged and made into National Parks.
The East Mojave National Preserve was
transferred to the NPS primarily for man-
agement as a wilderness that allowed
hunting to continue within its borders. In
addition, 69 Wilderness Study Areas on
BLM land, many of them scenic isolated
mountain ranges, officially became clas-
sified as wilderness. 

Sounds good, doesn’t it! Well, in order
to qualify as wilderness, parcels had to be
roadless and contain at least 5000 con-
tiguous acres. As it turned out, the only
way most desert parcels could qualify was
to redefine “road.” The new definition
claimed that a road was not a road unless
it was graded for the purpose of carrying
motor vehicles. 

The desert is crisscrossed with miles
of primitive roads, many of which date to
the 1800’s. Originally, these roads on
public land provided access to mining
claims, springs, or cattle leases, but in
later years they became popular for
recreation. Most of these roads were not
graded periodically, but they were main-
tained by virtue of the vehicular traffic
itself. As soon as the Desert Protection Act

became law, the NPS and BLM went
about closing miles of desert roads, cre-
ating instantaneous “wilderness.”
Vehicle access was denied to existing
rights-of-way that had been visited by
humans for over a century. Is that what
was meant by roadless or untrammeled?
I don’t think so. To close an existing
road, and in effect ignore that it was a
road is not within the spirit of the
Wilderness Act which was designed to
protect wilderness, not create it.

A different yardstick has to be used,
however, in the case of the miles of roads
the Federal Government has built in
National Forests during the last two
decades in order to provide access for
logging companies. In order to protect
wildlife and forest habitat these areas
must be allowed to recover, and many
roads should be closed. By no means
should these areas be classified as road-
less or untrammeled, and by no stretch of
the imagination could they any longer be
called wilderness.

I see no reason why a compromise
can’t be struck in desert areas that would
prevent locking out visitors while also
discouraging indiscriminate use. Case by
case, roads through existing or proposed
wilderness could be evaluated.
Wilderness boundaries could be drawn
on each side of well defined but ungraded
roads and popular campsites which
would limit vehicular access without
locking out visitation. Such roads, known
as “cherry stems” already are found in
nearly all National Parks and Monuments;
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park has about
180 miles of ungraded roads to which
street-legal four-wheel-drive vehicles
have access. If overuse became apparent,
managing agencies
could issue
entrance permits
on a quota basis,
similar to the
wilderness permit
system for hikers
and packers.

Who uses the
desert anyway? All
desert users are
not crazed shoot-
ers or maniac off-
roaders. Many
scientists study the
desert, and many
of their most

important study sites are in parts of the
desert unspoiled by human activities.
Wildlife managers need access to primi-
tive areas. Search and rescue teams also
need access. Most recreational users in
remote areas are families or groups of
friends who are looking for solitude or
some sort of communion with nature. It
was not the intention of those who wrote
the Wilderness Act to remove regions of
scenic beauty from human appreciation.
The great naturalist, Aldo Leopold proba-
bly said it best when he commented that
you can’t love the land if you don’t know
it. If future generations of humans are to
appreciate wilderness for its own sake,
they are going to have to be able to expe-
rience it. Clearly, authors of the 1964
Wilderness Act meant to include well-
mannered humans as visitors.

Desert Explorer Allan A. Schoenherr is
a Professor of Ecology at Fullerton
College, author of A Natural History of
California, and lead author of Natural
History of the Islands of California�

The Last Frontier
By Neal Johns

BB
AJA HAS A SPECIAL ATTRACTION FOR
Marian and me because of the
many historical and remote places

to explore. Our first stop on a nine day
visit this February was Agua Dulce, a
spring on both the old unpaved road and
the El Camino Real mule and foot trail. I
knew the general location from author
Harry Crosby’s (who rode a mule over the
El Camino Real a few decades ago) maps

Digital Photo By Neal Johns
Tinaja Yubay

Needing someone is like
needing a parachute. If he
isn’t there the first time,
chances are you won’t be

needing him again.



but had never been there. The water was
under a dry waterfall in a medium size
arroyo and was sufficient to nurture a sin-
gle blue palm. We saw no one while we
explored the area the next morning. The
El Camino apparently went up the valley
in the arroyo so was not visible.

We got back on the old road and
headed south toward Cataviña, stopping
at the original La Virgen, a shrine built
against a large boulder. There was a can-
dle burning inside to one of the saints. A
large stone pila (water storage tank)
nearby held only garbage. Just south, two
nearby large flat boulders had been
dammed up to hold water. The old road
parallels the Highway about a mile away.

We had noticed a faint road on the
south bank of Arroyo Aguaje Guillermo
north of La Virgen, and in accordance
with my religion, took it to see where it
went. After 4.4 miles, it ended where the
arroyo entered the mountains. We hiked
up canyon a mile and counted over a hun-

dred palm trees, both
the native fan palms
(Washingtonia filifera)
and blue palms (Brahea
armata). It was worth
the trip.

Finally Marian and I
got to the Tinaja Yubay area to look for
some rock art that we had not seen. A
tinaja is a natural bedrock tank, usually in
a canyon, that will hold water. This one
was a major all-year watering hole on the
El Camino Real between Mission San
Borja and Mission Calamajue.

Every little (and some not so little)
depression was full of water from the
r a i n s
prior to
o u r
arrival .
This is
the first
time I
had seen

Tinaja Yubay completely full in years.  The
skies were clear, and the weather was
great. We hiked around for a couple of
days, and failed to find any new rock art.
After climbing around the pool over the
right side ridge, grunt, grunt, we hiked up
the canyon about a half mile above Yubay
and found another large tinaja just before
the canyon started to open up. There was
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Where am I?
Mystery location for May was Death Valley, south of

Teakettle Junction. May winners: Bill Dunlap, Bill Ott, Allan
Schoenherr, Matt Thoma

Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he
went left when the rest went right and is completely lost.
He sent us this map of where he is. Send your guess as to
where this is to Bob at: bopeltzman@aol.com (with the
word "Lost" in the subject), and he will send me the names
of the first three people to correctly guess the location
along with a different lost map to publish in another
newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what
area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley
near the Devil’s Golf Course.”

Digital Photo By Marian Johns
Near El Camino north of Mission San Borja

Digital Photo By Neal Johns
El Camino Real north of San Borja
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Larry Acosta afab@sbcglobal.net
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Dave Beyer debeyer@att.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Debbie Burger dburger@guidemail.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Cook bcookpetra@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lorene.crawford@verizon.net
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
Alona Daudel photominer@aol.co,
Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
John Downing downing@chapman.edu
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards eded010@yahoo.com
Jerry Etchison jerryetchison@yahoo.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Nancy Gorham ngcarraway@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net
Norris Hanna nhanna@adelphia.net
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com

Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@earthlink.net
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Stephen Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
Jerry Koplowitz jkopnv@aol.com
John Kosharek johnnjoann@juno.com
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
Jay Myers jayclams@aol
Robert M. Myers rmyers3510@cs.com
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Cindy  O’Loughlin gethergoat@aol.co,
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net
Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net

John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dzrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope onerailnut@aol.com
Jim Proffitt jproffitt@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.g.ross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.co,
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerry Smith jerytim@aol.com
Larry Sorenson 4xteardrop@msn.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@cox.net
Anne Stoll aqstoll@concentric.net
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Tom Thompson tom@thompsoninsurance.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
James Wales walesje@yahoo.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.com
Rick Whitaker rwhitake@ci.ontario.ca..us
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting rdwieting@adelphia.net
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Matthew Wilson mwilson@mail.sdsu.edu
Bob Younger byounger@rain.org

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail

General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:

Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t i on  f o rmDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See above:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00
entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per

cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.
Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-572-6015 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 10736 Jefferson Bvd. #624Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 k6mbp@attbi.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Debbie Burger Roadrunner 10801 Lemon Ave. #2424 Alta Loma California 91737 909-989-6748 dburger@guidemail.com
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lorene.crawford@verizon.net
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@netzon.net
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 1088 Levee Dr. Mohave Valley Arizona 86440 520-768-5213 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd. Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave. Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 928-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart Mr. Nice P.O. Box 23061 Santa Ana California 92711-3061 ecv1069@earthlink.net
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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Deadline 
for stuff f

or the 

July  new
sletter is 

June 15 p
lease!!!

send som
ething...

¡ FLASH !

Check yo
ur subsc

ription d
ate to

see if you need to renew!!!

Address correction requested

So, Bob, can you explain just how you
managed to do this??


