
RendezvousRendezvous
20022002
by Sue Jaussaud

RR
ENDEZVOUS 2002 WAS THEMED
“Glitter and Grit”, and both terms
proved appropriate to the week-

end’s events. The lights of Laughlin
sparkled below us Friday night as we
gathered at the Colorado River Museum
for another legendary Desert Explorers’
potluck. Museum President and D.E.
member Mary Hughes, ably assisted by
husband Charles, made this delightful
and unique evening possible. The “grit”
(and grease, lots of grease - maybe we
should have called it “Glitter and
Grease”) was to be found on
Bob Martin (who henceforth
shall be known as “Pumpkin
Pusher”) and Bob Jaussaud,
who spend the better part of 3
hours under Martins’ Toyota
on Dan Messersmith’s Sunday
foray into the Cerbat
Mountains (see write-ups).

What any Rendezvous
should really be themed is
“People”, because good, gen-
erous people make it happen.
People such as Charles and
Mary Hughes, mentioned
above, deserve our special
thanks for their considerable
efforts, not only for Friday
night’s gathering, but also for

leading a trip on Sunday. A huge “Thank You!”
to all those kind-hearted souls who helped set
up before, and clean up after, the Friday
potluck and brought those wonderful contribu-
tions we’ve become accustomed to. Our con-
tinuing thanks go to Bob and Marilyn Martin,
for their able assistance and trip leadership
with this and all Rendezvous, and for creating
the Newsletter that does so much to keep us
together. Kudos also to Reda Anderson, reser-
vationist and bean-counter extraordinair;
Lorene Crawford, for all her help with the
campground; John Page, who arrived just in
the nick of time with the sound system for our
banquet and led a trip; Neal “Gimpy” Johns for
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finding, through his criminal connections
(George Stoll), a great screen for Graham
McIntosh to use to share his slides and
amazing and humorous stories of Baja
with us at the Saturday night banquet;
additional trip leaders, Homer Meek, Bill
Ott, and Dan Messersmith; and most
especially to my spouse, Bob, for patience
and efforts above and beyond.

Editor note: Sue forgot to mention her-
self. Thanks, Sue for all you did to make
this Rendezvous a success.�

TRIPTRIP
REPORTSREPORTS
The Way There:
Krispy Kreme

Dreams
by Sue Jaussaud

TT
HIS TRIP STARTED OFF THE WAY THEY ALL
should: Ron and Linda Lewis arrived
and passed around a huge box of

still-warm Krispy Kreme donuts. Where
has this couple been hiding? Yum. With
sticky fingers and a sugar-high, we started
off on Christmas Tree Pass road, still won-
derfully vacant at this hour. Our first stop,
Sacatone Wash petroglyphs, was a short
hike from the road, and the sharp-eyed in
the group spotted newly-painted pic-

tographs on adjacent
boulders. Those
really left us wonder-
ing who’d been busy
with a paintbrush.
The Christmas trees
that this road is
named for are long-
gone. At least the
decorations are. We
were told that the
Mojave Indians, who
consider this area
sacred, pressured
the BLM into remov-
ing the offending
items. Indeed, the
“Bra Tree” that we
recall did seem a bit
irreverent. Several
miles further on, we
took a left turn and
headed for an aban-
doned ranch site
we’d found on an
earlier trip. At the
main house, which is
largely destroyed,
you can still read the
sentiments inscribed
in the cement floor,
one of which is:
“Sister poured the
concrete. Momma
laid the stones.” with dates from the
l950’s. It must have been quite a place in
its day. Lunch found us parked at the site
of the Jupiter Mine, and we poked around
in the remains. From the mine, we
worked our way through a picturesque
canyon on a genuine old desert two-
track, and merged with a freshly-graded

road. Very fresh, as we soon found our-
selves behind the road grader. Was HE
surprised when he turned around in his
seat to back up and saw 12 vehicles
behind him! Anyway, once around the
machinery, we took the scenic route into
Bridge Canyon, parked and hiked to this
lovely place complete with slickrock, sur-
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face water and petroglyphs. These ancient
artists always choose the best places for
their work! It was the perfect ending to a
great trip. We scattered to the four winds
to get ready for the Museum potluck.�

NapNap
CanyonCanyon
ExcursionExcursion

by Gary Mortimer

TT
HE RAGTAG BUNCH OF PILGRIMS HIT
Highway 95 at 8:15 a.m. from Davis
Camp on the wide Colorado River

below Davis Dam. The 15 wagons made it
up the Highway 163 grade out of the
Colorado River Basin without mishap.
However, we were slowed down a smidge
when one of the Conestoga’s required a
fluid infusion at the Highway 95 junction. 

Just short of the thriving burg
called Searchlight (By the way, I
stopped for breakfast at the restau-
rant/casino in Searchlight on the
way home. The next time you are in
Searchlight I urge you to slow down
to 25 mph and not bother to stop
for food...) the band of thieves
turned off of 95 for an air-down at
Tip Top Well. Now, I’ll tell you that
Tip Top Well is the place to be. No
water, no shade, lots of wind, rocks,
broken glass and tin cans. However,
I did spot a couple of desert rats
standing by the no-water wind mill
kicking dirt and spinning lies about
the amount of money they won at
the Dirty Dollar Saloon in Dry
Gulch Junction after the potluck
dinner. What is it about the desert
that makes honest folks just go bad?

After an hour of fun back-road
driving we circled the wagons at the
head of Nap Canyon. The young-
sters made short order of the hill
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Desert Explorers make the
local Bullhead papers!

Explorers hosted
By Greg Bucci
The Daily News

BULLHEAD CITY — History is luring a group of more that 120
visitors from Barstow, Calif., to Bullhead City today (Friday)
through Sunday.
The group, known as the Mojave River Valley Museum Desert
Explorers, will stay the weekend at Davis Camp and in
Bullhead City motels for their annual “Rendezvous.”
They’ll be guests at a dinner tonight hosted by the Colorado
River Museum, said Mary Hughes, president of the Colorado
River Historical Society. Hughes said the banquet tables and
chairs for tonight’s event are being provided by the Riverside
Resort Hotel and Casino.
Hughes said the Desert Explorers chose Bullhead City for their
event “because of all the history in the area.” She said that six
day-trips have been scheduled for the Explorers.
Among the attractions: American Indian petroglyphs, caves,
mining and historic highways.
Hughes reminds that membership in the Desert Explorers is
required to participate in the day hikes. Anyone interested in
joining should contact Bob Martin at the Rendezvous or e-mail
him at bobmartin@snowline.net.
The group will be hosted at a dinner Saturday night at a
Bullhead City restaurant. At that event, Graham McIntosh,
author and explorer, will be guest speaker.
“They’re an awesome group,” Hughes said.
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on the east side of the canyon and were
successful in securing the area for the
taller folks. Nevertheless, I could just feel
those “eyes” looking at me. What is it
about those petroglyph sites that give you
the feeling that someone is still around...
Better yet, try walking down the canyon by
your lonesome, naked on a moonless
night. Sit down awhile. Listen to your own
heartbeat. Let your mind wander back to
all of the spooky flicks that you saw as a
child. Let fear take its course. Now run
back to the circled wagons transformed
into a gibbering rictus of your former self.
Yes folks, this is what this desert adven-
turing is all about...

On a more sane
note, the gang
spent several hours
scrabbling over a
grand profusion of
interesting petro-
glyphs. Others
walked down the
canyon and found
“Desert Roses” and
other interesting
rock samples. After
lunch, we packed
the wagons and
headed overland
past Spirit
Mountain for an

attempt at the dreaded crossing of
Christmas Tree Pass. The blazing sun,
coupled with a four-lane washboard high-
way made the pass tough. However, we
were tougher and arrived at Shaman’s
Cave in time for some enjoyable nosing
around some old stuff. Interesting stuff
included the wood smoke-stained caves,
including a large “midden” directly in
front of the cave overhang, and the
remains of a rock cistern that took advan-
tage of a natural rock basin. The cistern
was dated 1881 (maybe), and had evi-
dence that the rock dam may have been at
least ten feet higher when it was con-
structed. Group leader Bill Ott decided
that we had better be getting back to

“Glitter Ville” before the casinos ran
out of money, so the group saddled-
up and made the drive past the
Grapevine Canyon petroglyph site
and back to Highway 163 for the
final leg of the journey.
The trip was enjoyable. Why?
Because, like always, the people who

went along made it that way. That is why
we are “Desert Explorers...”�

Boys’ Pass
by Bob & Marilyn Martin

TT
HE START TIME FOR OUR TRIP WAS SET AT
8:30 a.m. California time. However,
we saw folks parked at the meeting

place shortly before 8:00 a.m. Were they
eager, or just time challenged? By the time
we arrived, which being good leaders,
was about 8:20 a.m., all but one of our
troops were there. We held a short dri-
vers’ meeting to pass out maps to our first
stop which was the Visitors Center in
Kingman. The instructions were to go
there individually, and we would meet up
in the parking lot there at 9:30 a.m. Well
before 8:30 a.m. all but one vehicle was
on the road. Being a carefull reader, and
believing in punctuality, he pulled up at
8:30 a.m. on the dot. We were off to a
good start!

We knew we were in for an interesting
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Please welcome
our new subscribers

Andy Zimbaldi Newport Beach
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Petroglyphs
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Look’n for water?
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Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

May 4 - 12, 2002 Indian Country FULL M. Johns

May 4 MRVM 36th Annual Barbecue

June 29 Lytle Creek Area M. Johns

July Funnel Lake Robb Anderson

September Peru M. Johns/Anderson



day when we arrived at the Visitor Center
parking lot and discovered it was quite
full - very unusual. Not only that, many of
the cars were shiny Corvettes with fancy
(read expensive) paint jobs. Turns out
Laughlin was hosting a Corvette rally. One
of our participants noted that it was prob-
ably the only time Kingman had to have a
Sig-alert for the parking lot. Our sturdy
vehicles  managed to sort their ways
through the high-dollar stream to get to
our next stop. Happily none of the
Corvettes chose to follow our group.

At our stop to overlook what we
believe to be Boys’ Pass (discovered by
Beale) we happily turned the historical
duties over to Dan Messersmith and Ed
Edwards, good friends and well-known
historians. Our tour group was treated to
an opportunity to ask historical questions
and get the right answers, sometimes two
different views, for the rest of the day.
Great fun for the Martins, thanks, Dan
and Ed.

Our trip down scenic Boys’ Pass
Canyon (Sawmill Canyon) was filled with

tales of Beale,
Hualapai wars,
early railroading
and highways. As we
proceeded across
Old Route 66 we
learned about early
travelers, immigrant
trains and mining.
We managed to
park at lunch time
right next to one of
the brass markers
in the boondocks
which were placed
to mark the old
Beale Road, and

everyone had a chance to walk in its
track. We stopped to see the initials
carved in 1859 by L.A. Spitzer, a member
of Beale’s party. Our group was so adept
at following the parking directions for the
LIMITED parking at this spot that every-
one managed to get enough time to locate
the carvings with their binoculars.

Except for a cold, brisk wind in the
morning, the weather was great allowing
for good views along Old 66 as it climbs
over Sitgreaves’ Pass and from the Tri-
State Viewing area. Bob and Sue Jaussaud
acted as our sweep and didn’t get lost
even once. Many thanks to all who
accompanied us on a day we really
enjoyed.

Our great group included: Bob & Sue
Jaussaud, Dick & Nan Gerring, Dan
Messersmith with Ed Edwards and
Spiker, Robert & Viola Floth, Ron Ross
& Nancy Maclean, Jim & Penelope
Proffitt, Herb Clark, Ted & Joan
Berger, Ron Lipari, Bob & Betty Oliver,
Dale & Karen Self, Don & Myrtie
Putnam, George & Carol Gilster,

Charles & Mary Hughes with passengers
Graham & Bonnie Mcintosh, Chuck &
Jeanice Kalbach, Reda Anderson & friend
George. �

Secret Pass Area
Led by Homer Meek

Reported by John Page

II
DON’T KNOW WHEN I’VE BEEN ON (OR LED)
a trip that accomplished more than
was originally planned. Invariably,

something gets left out or there is a big
push to keep moving.

Homer Meek’s trip to Secret Pass and
Secret Pass Arch did accomplish more
than its leaders had hoped. We had: a) a
good stop at the Moss Mine where we
were impressed by the rock-work at the
old miners’ bunkhouse; b)a fun drive,
down “articulation alley” and up a rocky
power-line road; c) time for lunch and a
nice uphill hike to Secret Pass Arch; and
d) another hike down Secret Pass where
we saw some petroglyphs and pic-
tographs.

We even had time to stop and worry a
little about an apparent transmission
problem with Andrea Meek’s vehicle. Bob
Thille had noticed a thin trail of fluid on
the road which we traced to Andrea. Ten
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Next Meeting 
6 p.m. Thursday June 6 at Marian & Neal

Johns
Be There!
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or more experts converged on the car
and diagnosed the problem as a leak due
to overfilling at the recent servicing of her
vehicle. All was well!

Thanks, Homer, for leading the trip.
We hope you found the experience satis-
fying enough to decide to lead more trips
in the future �

Silver Creek Trip
by Charles & Mary Hughes

WW
E LINED UP JUST SOUTH OF THE
Colorado River Museum with Bob
& Carol Thille, Bob & Viola Floth,

Adrienne Knute & Carl Faber, Craig Baker,
George & Carol Gilster, Leonard,
Rebecca, & Hannah Friedman, and Reda
Anderson with friend George. With the
Gilsters riding sweep, we departed about
8:50 after waiting 20 minutes for possible
late-comers. After a short drive up
Bullhead Parkway, we turned east onto
Silver Creek Road and hit the dirt a few
hundred yards further on.

Our first stop was an arrastre and
stone cabin ruins with a dozen or so
prospects but no real mine - probably
circa 1900? dated by the lead-seal tin
cans on site; then on to a mine a few

miles up the road,
(Have not been
able to get the
name of this
mine) also stone
foundations at this
site. The adit was
quite deep as I
went in about 700
feet with no end in
sight. This mine
was interesting
because the floor
was covered with
up to 6 inches of
water almost the
whole length, and
the ceiling had water drops that proba-
bly condensed from the abundant mois-
ture. Birds and bees were very active in
the area attracted by this water source.
No animal prints were seen. 
Then we back-tracked to Silver Creek

Road and stopped at an intersection of
an Indian trail with rock petroglyphs and
scratchoglyphs. We followed the Indian
trail finding more of the same. The road
we were on was probably a later align-
ment of Beale’s Road to the Colorado
River and Mojave Road.

We went back down into Silver Creek
Wash to the Moss Mine where we spent
some time exploring the area and had
lunch. Also in this area is the Ruth milling
site and the remains of the rooming
house for the Ruth Mill workers.

Then back to Silver Creek Wash to
some stone ruins that may have been part
of Silver City, AKA Fort Silver. Further up
the wash we came to some ruins that may
have been an ore mill as there was an old
dam that was silted up. Water flows year-
round at this site. Came across some peo-
ple panning gold, of course they said they
weren’t having much luck. At this point
we had a really difficult section of road
that we all got across. I would say it was
rated a 4 - could have used lockers if we
had ’em. Then onto another section of
mines and more stone ruins. After a little
exploring we ended the trip there. I
guided everyone back out to Silver Creek
Road a few miles below Route 66. Some
of the group opted to go to Oatman and
do the “tourist thing” and maybe up to
Goldroad to do the Mine Tour. The rest of
us headed back to Laughlin and Bullhead
City. 

We had prepared a 5 page handout for

each vehicle to use while on the trip. The
handout included photos taken from the
Mohave County in Old Photographs
book, now out of print. This handout can
be saved, and used again by anyone com-
ing to Silver Creek in the future. �

The Day-trip That
Almost Was

by Dan W. Messersmith

OO
N SUNDAY, MARCH 24TH, A GROUP OF
daring Desert Explorers met me at
8:30 a.m. at the Maverick Gas

Station on Arizona Route 68 in Golden
Valley (geographically Sacramento
Valley) to spend a day traversing the
beautiful Cerbat Mountains. Twenty-two
people, 3 dogs and 12 vehicles strong the
group was eager and ready to go.

Our group included Ted & Joan
Berger, Mel & Nette Patterson, Bob & Sue
Jaussaud, Ron & Linda Lewis, John Page,
Don Sweinhart & Betty Wallin, Don &
Myrtie Putnam, Homer Meek, Gordon
Lohan, Dan & Linda Dinsmoor, Bob
Martin & Dario Sanchez, Julian Springer
and passenger Jerry Koplowitz.

As leader, I got everyone lined up and
appointed Bob Martin with Dario Sanchez
in the navigator seat to be sweep for the
day. Heading off toward Kingman, I dis-
cussed some of the history of the area,
specifically covering the Arizona and Utah
Railroad that cut up through the valley
between 1899 and 1933. A stop was
made at the Mineral Siding site of the rail-
road and more history was discussed.

Photo by Leonard Friedman
Outstanding picture of Secret Pass Arch

Photo by Leonard Friedman
Hannah Friedman enjoys her first

petroglyph
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Moving into the mountains, the group
came to Mineral Park, and again, I talked
about the history of the area including a
story about the trials and tribulations of
childbirth in remote areas.

The plan was to go up and over
Mineral Park Pass, via the historic
Mineral Park, and Wallapai Toll Road,
down through Canyon Station and out to

Stockton Hill Road.
At that point we
would enter back
into the Cerbat
Mountains and go
through the historic
site of Stockton Hill
over Lady Pass and
down into the his-
toric Cerbat site
and then back to
camp. It was a good
plan.
We worked our way
into the canyon that
would lead us to
Mineral Park Pass.

After a short comfort break, we ascended
the trail. The general joyous banter of an
Explorers’ trip filled the airwaves. 

As we entered the Canyon Station area,
I gave the group some more history on
the area and mentioned that I had been
told that we might encounter a locked
gate at the mouth of the canyon which
would make us go back the way  we had

come. But I was encouraged that we
would not as the Bullhead 4-Wheelers
had just done this canyon trip in
February.

To be continued�

Canyon
Station/Cerbat
Loop or OHV
Survival-101

By Dario Sanchez

TT
HE TRIP WAS LED BY DAN MESSERSMITH
whom Marilyn had asked to lead
one of the Rendezvous’ trips. The

meeting place was a gas station in Golden
Valley which is the valley east of Bullhead
City. As Marilyn chose not to go, I went
with Bob as his copilot. We departed
from the meeting place on time and

Digital image by Bob Martin
Trooper go’n up

Photo By Linda Lewis
Road going in

Photo By Linda Lewis
More road going in

Digital image by Bob Martin
First hill leaving the mine area

Digital image by John Page
Dan Messersmith relating RR history
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headed east toward Kingman. At Arizona
95 we headed north about 10 miles or so
to a road that headed east to Mineral Park
and some huge tailings that they were
working over to leach out some more of
the minerals that it contained. Proceeding
past the mining activity we continued up
to Mineral Park Pass on a road that was
built by Hardy to connect later with his
road from the Colorado River.

The trip was uneventful as it was a
pretty good road up to the pass and then
fairly steep after the pass. Everything went
well until one of the cars, which didn’t
have lockers, got hung up. That was sim-
ple as we just pushed him up over the
high spot, and he proceeded. He didn’t
have any other problems during the trip.

As we went by the old Canyon Stage
Station location we were past the worst
part of the grade.

To be continued�

Cerbat Loop Trip
By Bob Martin

SS
TARTING OUT THINGS WERE LOOKING
good. The hill that went around the
big holes that were interesting (chal-

lenging?) the last time I was there was
now the main route and not as tough as it
looked - much better than the holes. Dan
kept talking about the gate at the bottom

end, but heck, it couldn’t be locked. Or
could it?

To be continued

�

FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their descretion.

Secret Backroads
June 29 - one day

Trip Leader: Marian Johns 
Ch. 13

II
N THE SAN BERNARDINO NATIONAL FOREST
near Lytle Creek there are miles and
miles of little-known dirt roads, many

with spectacular views of Mt. Baldy, Cajon
Pass and the Pomona/SanBernardino
Valley. We'll spend the day exploring
some of these and perhaps hike up the
old road to Baldy Notch. Meet at our
house - 9:00 a.m. Saturday, June 23rd. I
have gotten a group pass for that day, so
you won’t need an Adventure Pass. Call
Marian (909) 887-1549 or e-mail
neal@pe.net for reservations and direc-
tions. �

Peru
September 2002

Leader: Marian Johns (with
Reda Anderson)

II
T LOOKS LIKE THE PERU TRIP IS REALLY
going to happen. We have enough
participants for two vehicles, plus

another 14-15 people who are interested,
yet undecided. If you are also interested,

but undecided, we can still e-mail you
information and updates - just let us
know.

For more details and information call
or e-mail Marian (neal@pe.net 909 887-
1549) or Reda (redaflygal@aol.com).

Trip is just about full.�

Book Review Time

SS
TOLEN FROM THE MOHAVE OUTBACK
Explorations newsletter. Written by
John Marnell.

In past M.O.E. newsletters I have writ-
ten about several books that you might
want to have in your “library” and today I
am writing about another. Only this book
certainly shouldn’t stay in your home
library. This is a book you will want to put
in your 4X4 for each of your off-highway
trips. My copy is a book that may become
tattered, dog-eared and maybe even a lit-
tle soiled, but it is one that I will definitely
take with me on the trail!

The author is Harry Lewellyn. Harry
has conducted classes and 4WD tours for
over 17 years and now once again has put
his ‘pen to paper’ and come up with a
really neat book - that is a sure-fire hit. I
had gotten a copy several weeks ago, took
it on our long trip to Baja, and for the
entire 12 days we were in Mexico I didn’t
get an opportunity to look at it. My long-
time friend, Bob Burleson, spent much of
his leisure time engrossed in the book.

The book is written in such a wonder-
ful manner that the novice will feel that it
has been written with him in mind.
However, the content of the book is not
just for the novice! The friend I alluded to
earlier has been driving four wheel drive
vehicles for more that 25 years and he
discovered a wealth of new ideas, driving
techniques and so much, much more.

Visit Desert
Explorers on the

Web!
See more pictures and in

color!
http://desertexplorers.org

DDeesseerrtt  EExxpplloorreerrss
Newsletter

Editor: Bob Martin
Asst. Editors: Marilyn Martin,

Marian & Neal Johns

SHOW YOUR DESERT
EXPLORER COLORS! 

Priced to sell ! 
Desert Explorer

T-shirts (various sizes and
colors) Hats & Bumper stick-
ers
Call Neal Johns (909) 887-
1549 or e-mail neal@pe.net
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I am reading the book now and I think
that the strongest point, for me at least, is
that the more I read, the more I am learn-
ing to expand my thought process when
dealing with difficulties that we may be
faced with in the field.

The wide range of topics is just fantas-
tic. Here are a few of them, in no particu-
lar order: Safety (including state of mind,
inspection, etiquette on the trail, first aid
kits), Pre-trip (with a great piece on ice
chests, how to pack, lights etc), 4WD -
how it works (hubs, transfer case and dif-
ferentials), Tires (fat vs skinny, air pres-
sure), Driving technique (automatic
transmissions, - power management),
Terrain and obstacles (washboard, vees,
high centering, mud, rocks, sand and
water), Recovery, Repairs and Survival.

The topics I listed are truly only the
very ‘tip of the iceberg.’ This 342 page
soft cover book really covers so much
information that you will enjoy not only
many days of good reading, but it will
help you to enjoy your outdoor adven-
tures by presenting dozens and dozens of
new ideas. It will also help to provide
peace of mind that comes with knowing
you are so much better prepared for that
off-highway adventure.

To obtain your copy of The SUV
Owner’s 4WD Handbook SHIFTING INTO
4WD by Harry Lewellyn, send a check in
the amount of $26.00 made payable to
EC04WD, mail to: EC04WD, P.O. Box
12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627.�

Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�
Discover Baja Travel Club

(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at
www.discoverbaja.com

Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,
weather and road reports, etc.

�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too.

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville. Gifts, Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
Box 7, Essex, CA 92332 • (760) 733-4482

http://www.mdhca.org/
Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert

guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott

�

Some good folks to know...

Where am I?Where am I?
In April he was at: GPS 34.49125 x -118.46489 otherwise known as the Angeles National Forest

west of Agua Dulce, southeast  of Castaic Lake, north of Mint Canyon -  Bouquet Canyon. Here are
the April winners: 1.  Bil Corry 2.  Brad Thompson 3.  Bill Ott

Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he went left when the rest went right and is
completely lost. He sent us this map of where he is. Send your guess as to where this is to Bob at:
bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word "Lost" in the subject), and he will send me the names of the
first three people to correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in another
newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of
Death Valley near the Devils Golf Course.”
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:

Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta lacosta@brady.com
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Bryan Babineau bryan_babineau@yahoo.com
Jerry Bates donna.bates3@verizon.net
Dennis Beeson sstprotow@aol.com
Steven Bein drbein@aol.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Deborah  Cherry ww4x4@aol.com
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lrncrf@lccas.com
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
John Dark bedrock44@webtv.net
Robert J. Day kd22@home.com
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Milt Dietsch miltdietsch@msn.com
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards 415ed@citlink.net
Frances Elgin mojavefran@aol.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Michael Flynn meflynn@home.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net

Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Terry Hardwicke hardwicke@earthlink.net
Jill S. Heaton, Ph.D. jill-heaton@institute-redlands.edu
Vicki Hill vlanehill@hotmail.com
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Jimmy James fishunter@sisp.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Steven Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jim Kay jimkay@lasercom.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
Robert Laren tworsharron@att.net
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
David Mott compass2@webtv.net
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Ann Marie Nelson annmarie@jetlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mexntex@aol.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@cs.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net

Pete Panattoni petebon@msn.com
Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Mel Patterson pattermr@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope windwizard@attglobal.net
Jim Proffitt jproffi@deltanet.com
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Paul Renner ecvwarhorse@hotmail.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.gross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerome Smith jerrytim@aol.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@home.com
George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
Leslie Walker papadave@mscomm.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.co
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Paul Winters darev@eee.org
Myrna Wosk mstarrw@aol.com
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f ormDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t ion  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See below:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00
entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per

cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.
Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 8105 Raintree Circle Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 drbein@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 renes@jps.net
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parrmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@hotmail.com
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 2052 Valderas Drive Glendale California 91280 818- 542-6404 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 520-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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¡ FLASH !

Check your subscription date to

see if you need to renew!!!

Address correction requested
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