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Finding Charles 
Vincent’s Cabin

December 2020
by Stephen Mersmen

I did some exploring 
in the San Gabriels last 
month. The weather was 
absolutely perfect. No 
wind and an out of the 
ordinary warm week.  
We headed up Highway 2 
to Vincent’s Gap. You 
need an Adventure Pass 
to park in the parking lot. 
We parked, and instead 
of the usual hike to the 
Big Horn Mine, we 
decided to look for 
Vincent’s cabin. We tried 
one other time on our 
way down to Cabin Flats 
but missed it somehow.  
I didn’t realize how close 
it is from the parking 
area. It’s a very easy 
hike. Round trip it’s only 
a mile and a half. There 
is a great story on 
Charles Vincent 
Daugherty on Wrightwood’s website at 
wrightwoodcalif.com. 

On the way back home we stopped 
and explored the limestone quarry that 
you can see from the high desert. It’s 
the big white scar on the side of the 

mountain when you’re heading u 
Highway 2 on the right side, just off 
desert frontage road. I don’t know 
much about the mine, all I know is a 
friend of mine’s father used to haul the 
limestone from the quarry down to 
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Colton in end dumps around the 1960s. 
You need four wheel drive to get to the 
mine. The road is pretty washed out 
from being abandoned the last 50 or  
so years. 

Then just a day later the weather 
changed completely! And here comes 
the snow. I’ve shoveled the driveway 
off three times this year already!  
Sure makes the desert beautiful 
though! ~ Stephen
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SCBS Installs New Big Game Guzzler
By Debbie Miller-Marschke

On October 24, 2020 the Society for 
the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep 
installed a brand new East Mojave big 
game guzzler in the Castle Mountains. A 
guzzler is a man-made water system that 
captures rainwater, stores it, and the 
stored water is readily available to the 
wildlife year round. This was achieved 
by and through a partnership with an 
active mining company, Castle Mountain 
Ventures / Equinox Gold, upon an area 
that had been already disturbed by 
mining work. The area 
was located within the 
operation zone of the 
currently active mining 
property within the Castle 
Mountains Monument, 
upon Bureau of Land 
Management property. 
This was a monumental 
accomplishment in light 
of the Covid-19 
restrictions that have 
thwarted activities in most 
other wildlife 
conservation 
organizations (including 
government agencies), 
and SCBS followed 
through with a safe and successful 
result.

The Castle Mountains include a 
historical mining district that has been 
active for more than 100 years. Mining 
activity was first recorded on December 
19, 1907 by James H. Hart, and brothers 
Bert and Clark Hitt. They filed a claim 
for their original discovery, naming the 
prospect “Oro Belle” by combining both 
French and Spanish words that translate 
as “Beautiful Gold.” The ore was easily 
extracted by free milling, yielding 500 
ounces of gold per ton. Naturally, this 
was the catalyst for the immediate rush 
that followed; folks began flocking to the 
area in droves using any means of 
transportation they could arrange. The 

nearest supply merchants were located in 
Searchlight, Nevada. Prospectors 
transformed a two-tent camp into the 
boom town of Hart, with a population of 
700 by February of 1908. After the initial 
rush peaked, prospectors fanned out and 
worked the surrounding landscape but 
the town began to fade. By 1920, the 
mining interest switched from gold to 
industrial clays. As new gold extraction 
technologies were developed, the area 
was periodically revisited by various 

gold mining companies. In 1991, Viceroy 
Gold Corporation quarried the Oro Belle 
pit until 2001. Castle Mountain Ventures 
acquired the active claims in 2012.

Reliable water sources in the Castle 
Mountains have been an ongoing 
challenge. The historic town of Hart 
needed to freight water in by the barrel 
from the railroad stop at Barnwell until a 
pipeline was connected north to Malpais 
Spring, six miles distant. The National 
Park Service inventoried the Castle 
Mountain Monument’s water resources 
during a study in 2016 , documenting the 
known natural springs or water sources 
available; none were flowing. In past years 
SCBS, with the permission of Viceroy 
Gold, installed a Boss Tank style guzzler 

in the center of their active mining 
operations which has been supplying the 
local bighorn sheep population with a 
reliable water source. It has been observed 
that Bighorn Sheep appear to tolerate the 
activities of an active mining operation 
very well and enjoy living upon the graded 
steps of quarries. Other mining operations, 
such as Specialty Minerals and Mitsubishi 
in Hesperia, California, and OMYA near 
Amboy, California, have had dump truck 
drivers regularly document the presence of 

bighorn sheep within the 
active mining zones. 

SCBS and Equinox 
forged a partnership and 
discussed placement of a 
new guzzler system to be 
located on the exterior 
perimeter of the active 
operation zone. The 
groundwork was handled 
by SCBS Board Member 
Gary Thomas, and the 
project had been in the 
development stages for 
several years. Initially, 
SCBS planned on 
installing the new system 
in spring of 2020. The 

onset of Covid 19 brought a temporary 
shut down of the mining operations and 
consequently the project was placed on 
an indefinite hold. I took over as Project 
Coordinator sometime around May of 
2020, poised for the next opportunity to 
resume work on the project. Discussions 
with our contact at the mine, Aren Hall 
(Environmental Manager) , began to gain 
traction during the summertime. On 
September 11, 2020, Glenn Sudmeier, 
Steve Marschke, and I met with Aren 
Hall at the mine and project site. The area 
was surveyed; an abundance and variety 
of vegetation was noted along the slopes 
of the surrounding landscape. Originally, 
a two tank system had been planned. The 
presence of suitable browse and favorable 
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escape terrain suggested that we upgrade 
our plan to three tanks to accommodate 
future positive recruitment in the herd. 
Glenn and Steve re-engineered the 
footprint plan for the new guzzler. We 
also scouted potential group campsites. 
During our visit we spotted five bighorn.

The main challenges for the installa-
tion of the guzzler were the rocky nature 
of the proposed site and the location on a 
side slope. Normally, SCBS guzzlers do 
not require extensive excavation for the 
placement of the Raincatcher system; the 
“Oro Belle” guzzler was obviously a 
system that commanded more than hand 
tools and sweat equity from the volun-
teers. The use of Equinox’s excavating 
equipment was discussed with Aren. It 
was agreed that the Mine would take care 
of the pre-excavation in advance. During 
the following weeks, Aren and I commu-
nicated by phone and email while the 
area was prepared with heavy machinery. 
Steve and I returned to the project site on 
October 9, 2020 to monitor progress and 
we saw three enormous class 4 rams in 
the vicinity of the new guzzler. 

The installation schedule began on 
Thursday October 22, 2020. John Voght 
traveled to the designated group camp 
site and placed SCBS project signs on 
the turnoff point of the paved road. 
Equinox Gold had arranged the 
placement of two porta-potties at the 
group campsite for our convenience.  
Our extraordinary Project Cook, Rodger 
Lopez, arrived at camp on Friday 
afternoon and began setting up. Roger 
erected a large canopy, which boasted 
lights powered by a generator, and 
several banquet tables. Rodger provided 
the volunteer crew with breakfast and 
dinners during the project, complete with 
“touchless” serving protocols and 
masked/ gloved food preparation to 
comply with Covid safety measures.  
He was assisted by his son Steven 
VandarGriff and Steven’s fiancée Arianna 
Cerventes. Our wholehearted “thanks” 
goes to our cooks for providing us with 
delicious meals and for the extra 
measures taken to keep us all safe. 

Project volunteers began to roll in and 
set up their camps during the latter part of 
Friday, October 23. Jeff Crouse and Jenny 
Hinojosa, driving the SCBS Big Red 
truck, arrived with the SCBS tools and a 
trailer with two Raincatcher tanks. Frank 
Rorabaugh arrived with a second trailer 
with the additional Raincatcher tank. On 
Saturday morning, mine representatives 
Aren Hall and Ralph McCullers arrived at 
the SCBS group campsite to give us a 
mine safety briefing. Topics of discussion 
included the wearing of face coverings, 
working around active excavation 
equipment, general safety, and the need 
for escorts while traveling within the 
mine property. After having our 
temperatures taken at the front gate, the 
volunteers were allowed to caravan with 
an escort through the active mine to the 
project location. 

Saturday’s weather was perfect for a 
guzzler installation. This was a relief 
because just one week prior, 
temperatures were hot and 
uncomfortable. Upon our arrival, the 
work site exploded with activity and the 
volunteers split into two work teams. The 
largest group headed uphill to work on 
the rain mat. The Mine had rough graded 
the area with heavy machinery, and the 
SCBS crew handled the finish work. The 
surface was raked of rocks, and an outer 
perimeter of sand bags was constructed 
to create a lip. The Hypalon mat was 
unfurled and stretched across the site, 
overlapping the sand bag edges “like the 
crust of a home made pie”(quoting Glenn 
Sudmeier). Then the crew scattered, 
returning with sizable rocks which were 
placed on the rain mat and covering the 
edges. Due to the fact that this work site 
was fairly rocky, the volunteers did not 
need to venture far from the rain mat to 
find what was needed. Meanwhile, the 
Raincatcher tank crew prepared for the 
placement of the tanks. Ralph McCullers, 
an Equinox employee, operated a 
backhoe to assist in fine tuning the area 
while SCBS volunteers used hand tools 
to manipulate the edges of the hole until 
it was deemed satisfactory. The floor 
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surface was painstakingly leveled, using 
measurement tools and a 2 x 4 wooden 
stud as a guide. Next the trailers with the 
Raincatcher tanks were staged next to the 
hole, and Ralph used the backhoe to lift 
them off the trailers. The crew used ropes 
to assist in guiding the tanks into place, 
and Ralph skillfully set the tanks into 
place. Three 2300 gallon Raincatcher 
tanks were placed in a row “like babies 
in a nursery” (quoting Sudmeier again). 

A really tasty deli style box lunch was 
provided to everyone by Equinox, which 
was welcomed by all. There were several 
sandwich selections to suit any taste, 
with chips and soft batch cookies. The 
work on the rain mat had been 
completed, so after lunch we focused on 
burying the tanks and completing the 
plumbing. Zach Thomas and Frank 
Rorabaugh had made great progress on 
the plumbing. There was much back 
filling to be done, and the crew did not 
finish the task on Saturday. All of the 
work that was achieved on Saturday was 
captured on film and documented by 
SCBS member volunteer David 
Hawxhurst. David edited and produced a 
wonderful video for us, which is 
recommended viewing for all SCBS 
volunteers and fans. You Tube: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=B1lx3mlvjTo . SCBS member 
Monte Hammer also made a video, 
which is a complementary companion to 
Hawxhurst’s work: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=9Dvf3FtvrLA (or search 
Oro Belle guzzler on You Tube). The 
crew returned to camp, where Rodger 
had dinner waiting for us. Everyone 
received a door prize as a thank you for 
participating. Special thanks to project 
participant Mignon Slentz, who provided 
her own handcrafted artwork which was 
included in the disbursed door prizes. 

The crew returned to the project site 
on Sunday to finish burying the tanks and 
placement of the artificial rock shade 
covers over the drinker openings. I 
applied my artist abilities, spray painting 
the shade covers with camouflaging 
using natural colors observed in the 

surrounding landscape. Much backfilling 
was needed between the excavated 
hillside and the tanks that the crew could 
not completely cover the tanks, leaving a 
small percentage uncovered. This was 
inconsequential because within a few 
days of the project, Equinox used their 
machinery to complete the job to our 
specifications perfectly. SCBS departed 
from the site of the newest guzzler, the 
“Oro Belle”, with the system in working 
order and ready for water. There was 
possible rain in the forecast for the 
following Monday, but the storm did not 
bless the guzzler with precipitation. 

Equinox took the initiative to haul water 
to Oro Belle before Thanksgiving, and 
the guzzler was ready for sheep. On 
January 11, 2021 Equinox reported that 
the sheep have found the guzzler, 
spotting 10 bighorn in the vicinity and 
telltale hoof prints all around the drinker!

Special thanks are in order:
 • Gary and Zach Thomas, for the initial 

work with the mine and getting this 
project started.

 • John and Linda Roy, for handling the 
sign up process including all those 
phone calls and emails. 

 • Glenn Sudmeier, for stepping away 
from safer-at-home quarantine to visit 
the site in person and for engineering 
the custom design of the system on site.

 • Jeff and Jenny Crouse, for handling the 
responsibilities of delivering Big Red to 
the project laden with critical supplies 
(including trailer with 2 tanks).

 • Frank Rorabaugh, for trailering and 
delivering tank #3 to the project with 
his personal truck.

 • Rodger Lopez, for serving the crew 
tasty meals with Covid compliant 
safety measures, and for always 
having a positive attitude.

 • Steve Marschke, SCBS President 
(and my husband) for all the work 
contributed leading up to the project, 
and serving as our chief plumber.

 • To all who volunteered, for leaving 
our group campsite in better shape 
than we found it.

 • To all volunteers that made this 
important project a success: Danny 
Antillon, Peter Beas, Chris Bowers, 
Ariana Cervantez, Joseph Cimarusti, 
Tony Cimarusti, Jeff Crouse, Ken 
Eltrich, Greg Flewin, Jessica Gonzales, 
Juan Gonzales, Bob & Sandy Greer, 
Monte Hammer, David Hawxhurst, 
David Hess, Jenny Hinojosa, Bill 
Kulungian, Norm Lopez, Rodger 
Lopez, John Maley, Steve Marschke, 
Alejandro Meza, Debbie Miller 
Marschke, Arioch M’greene, David 
M’greene, Mike Morgan, Don Moore, 
Don’s son Travis Martin, Joe Preiss, 
Caleb Rod, Malcom Roode, Frank 
Rorhbach, Mignon Slentz, Lauren 
Thomas, Zach Thomas, Steven 
VandarGriff, and John Voght.

 • Wild Sheep Foundation for providing 
funding for the costs of supplies and 
materials for the installation of Oro Belle.

 • To the exceptional employees of 
Equinox for their contributions during 
the project: Aren Hall, Ralph 
McCullers, and Matt Beshears.

 • To Castle Mountain Ventures / 
Equinox Gold for their confidence in 
SCBS, a successful partnership, and 
the generous donation to SCBS. 
  ~ Deb Miller-Marschke
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Adventure in the Sahara Desert
by Nancy Maclean

My quest for exploring the world’s deserts lead 
me to the Sahara, while on our adventure in 
Morocco. It was very much like I have imagined it, 
and the way I saw it portrayed in the movies. 
Stark, arid land, fine sand, contoured sand dunes, 
hardly a sign of any life; except for a palm tree 
here and there, signifying a water source below, 
few scattered nomad tents and an occasional 
walled off Kasbah, tell us that there is a life in the 
Sahara desert.

We met our drivers with their little 4x4 Toyota 
Prados in the town of Erfoud at the edge of the 
desert. 

They loaded our luggage and we took off for 
our camp, deep in the Sahara Desert. Once off the 
paved road, we were driving on a good graded 
road, but the scenery was much different from 
what we are accustomed to in our Southwest 
deserts. Camel trains along the road were carrying 
supplies to the remote camps and solitary nomad 
families, living in this inhospitable land.

Along the way, we passed many nomadic tents, 
and the empty adobe structures, that any nomadic 
family can occupy if they want to stay in the area 
for a while. When they are ready to move, they will 
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leave the place empty for the next family that may come 
along and need a place to stay. They will usually have 
their tent set up right next to the adobe.

As we were passing by, the man, head of the family 
waved to us to come and visit with them. In a few 
minutes, our little group was sitting comfortably under 
the tent, on the rug covered ground enjoying hot 
brewed mint tea and discussing the ways of the modest 
nomadic life in the Sahara desert. 

The man had no education, and his teenage son was 
not going to school. He believed that he is doing fine 
without any education, and his son will do OK too.

Next we saw the lady of the house carrying a 
covered tray on her head, walking to the nearby adobe 
structure, where she started a small fire in an adobe 

oven. She placed a thin round of dough into the oven, 
and within minutes, she took out a beautiful golden 
brown round of fresh flat bread. We all tore off a piece 
and really enjoyed the taste and aroma of the freshly 
baked bread.

Continuing our drive, we stopped at the cemetery 
with shallow graves in the hard desert pavement, 
marked only with a rough rock from a nearby quarry. 
This is how nomads bury their dearly departed.

In the afternoon, we finally arrived at our camp, our 
home in the Sahara for three days. It did have all of the 
comforts of home, including queen size bed, a hot 
water shower, and a flushing toilet. 

Following the mandatory “happy hour”, our camp 
crew was cooking our dinner: a Moroccan “stuffed 
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pizza” in a small earthenware wood fire oven.
After dinner, we all walked to a nearby hill, to watch 

the sun setting over a big dune. As the golden rays of 
sun were bathing the western slopes, and shadows were 
growing long, we were all mesmerized by the sensation 
of the moment and place, when the tune from the 
movie “The Laurence of Arabia” sounded off from 
somebody’s phone.

Back at the camp, our camp crew had a bit of the 
local entertainment for us by the lively campfire.

The next morning, our little Prados took us to the 
camel “parking,” where we all boarded our individual 
camels for trek through the dunes, for a full experience 
of the Sahara Desert. Having ridden camels before, this 
was not my favorite activity. But in this case, camels’ 

saddles were cleverly equipped with “handlebars” you 
could hang on, while the camel was ambling along.

It was an amazing experience, this time in the 
morning sun lighting up the coral sand dunes. The 
shadows of the dune contours and of the camels 
climbing them really gave me the sense of this unique 
place in the world.

But after an hour in a camel saddle, a distant Kasbah 
was a welcome sight and a place for a brief respit from 
the blazing sun. 

After a couple of days exploring around and about 
Sahara, it was time to get back into our Prados,  
and make tracks in the deep sands as we say goodbye 
to the Kasbahs and the sandy landscape of the  
Sahara Desert.



“The Big Bonanza” by C.B. Glasscock 
Mignon lent me an old (1931) book 

on the Comstock titled “The Big 
Bonanza” by C. B. Glasscock. It’s 
about the huge silver strikes beginning 
in the 1860’s in Virginia City, Nevada. 
What impressed me the most when 
reading this book was the fact that 
getting supplies to Virginia City 
from San Francisco at that time 
was a truly daunting task. Roads 
over the Sierras were primitive 
at best. 

The two main routes were the 
old Emigrant Road from Carson 
City to Placerville and a longer 
northern route through 
Downieville and Nevada City. I 
believe the Emigrant Road 
followed Johnson’s Cutoff, a 
trail blazed by John C. Johnson 
in 1848 and used by Snowshoe 
Thompson in 1856 to deliver 
mail. Stagecoaches followed the 
route in 1857 though it was not 
yet ready for speed or heavy 
traffic. According to Glasscock, 
in the Spring of 1860 it still took 
four days by stage or muleback 
and six days on foot to travel 
between Placerville and Virginia 
City. After the Comstock rush 
began the road was repaired 
enough in the summer of 1860 
to accomodate four-horse teams. 
Places such as Pete’s, Dirty 
Mike’s, Strawberry Hotel and 
Woodford’s offered whiskey, food and 
shelter along the route. Other names 
that reading and research revealed 
include Genoa, Van Sickles Station, 
Daggett Pass, Spooner Summit, 
Kyburz, Silverfork, Twin Bridges and 
Williams Station. The Pioneer Stage 
Company, which was later absorbed by 
Wells Fargo, had a very profitable run 
between Carson City and Placerville. 
Enterprising men built toll roads to 
improve the route and mined the 
freighters. Rufus Walton built the Clear 

Creek Toll Road in 1860 and on current 
Google Earth it appears to be passable, 
though I don’t believe Rufus is still 
around to collect. 

Highway 50 is the modern version 
of Johnson’s Cutoff, but there are 
significant portions of the original 

route that meander away from Highway 
50 that would make good future Desert 
Explorer trips. For example, the 1857 
Hawley Grade down Echo Summit to 
Luther Pass is now a hiking trail. For a 
short while it was even the Pony 
Express Route but it was bypassed by 
Meyers Grade in 1860. And, there is 
still a small portion of Meyers Grade 
existing that we can explore. Doing 
more research, I came up with some 
information on Van Sickles Station. It 
was a freight station in the Carson 
Valley operated by Henry Van Sickle. 

In 1857 he constructed a two-story 
hotel with a bar and store. It was even 
a way station for the Pony Express 
riders when they began operation in 
1860. Glasscock tells of an incident 
when a mercenary and killer named 
Sam Brown tried to kill Van Sickle but 

Henry escaped and later 
tracked down and dispatched 
Brown. Unfortunately, Van 
Sickles’ hotel fell into disrepair 
and was torn down in 1909. 
However, in 1944 the 
remaining buildings were 
restored and the ranch now 
frequently serves as a movie 
location. It is very near the start 
of the Old Kingsbury Road. 

I diverged. Getting back to 
“The Big Bonanza” one reads 
that the riches being produced 
in Virginia City created a huge 
demand for better roads across 
the Sierras. According to 
Glasscock, Swan & Company 
acquired the franchise for 20 
miles in the mountains and 
went to work, mostly with 
Chinese labor. They cut 
through rock on precipitous 
slopes and paved their toll road 
with macadam and slabs.Soon 
there was almost a continuous 
line of freighters and Swan & 
Company was able to clear 

$50,000 per year, a fortune at that time. 
This caught the attention of Huntington, 
Stanford, Crocker and Hopkins who 
were contemplating the creation of the 
Central Pacific Railroad, which became 
a reality and arrived in Reno in June  
of 1868. 

Anyway, routes across the Sierras 
were only a fraction of what Glasscock 
covered in his book about the Comstock. 
It is an interesting 1931 perspective, a 
good read, and there appears to be copies 
available on the internet. ~ Joeso
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Bonanza Springs by Steve Reyes 

On a recent Sunday afternoon, my 
wife and I decided to explore the Needles 
to Ludlow Truck Trail (NS203) which 
runs east to west from Kelbaker Road. 
The intended stopping point was Bonanza 
Springs in the Clipper Mountains which 
is located a few miles east of Essex. 
When we first arrived at the spring we 
were amazed to see water in the desert! 
The water was clear and feeding some 
vegetation surrounding the springs. I first 
read about the springs in Joe De Kehoe’s 
book The Silence and the Sun. I learned 
the spring is part of the Lower Fenner 
Valley and played a role in the service of 
the Santa Fe Railroad. Prior to 1901 water 
from the spring was piped via 4” cast iron 
pipe to Danby to provide water for the 
train’s steam engine. The spring was 
once called home to people and the 
significance of the spring continues today.

According to the Bureau of Land 
Management’s website the Bonanza 
Springs Watchable Wildlife Area “Is one 
of the few natural watering areas for 
wildlife within the Mojave Desert. It is 
tucked into a beautiful, small canyon of 
yellow and white limestone. Visitors are 
asked to minimize their stays near the 
water and to use the adjacent viewing 
areas, which have picnic tables and fire 
pits. Dispersed camping accommodations 
are available downstream for larger 
groups.” The area was completely devoid 
of trash and it did not appear anyone had 
visited in quite awhile. 

According to an article appearing in 
the Los Angeles Times dated August 9, 
1966 there were three people living at 
Bonanza Springs. There was a Jack 
Copley also known as “Desert Fats”who 
was attempting to raise catfish and 
bluegills in ponds. He told the reporter 
“Surprised to see water in the middle of 
all this dryness, ain’t you” as he threw 
horse meat to the fish. The ponds were 
fed by the springs and were home to 
hundreds of the fish. It seemed “Desert 
Fats” was planning on opening an “oasis 

in the middle of the Sahara.” Evidently 
the BLM stepped in and “Desert Fats,” 
and his business venture ended with him 
being told “Uh-Uh-No soap.” 

“Desert Fats” claimed to have lived at 
Bonanza Springs for fifteen years and 
“Never made a dime out of the desert but 
I aint quit trying.” “Desert Fats” even 
attempted to raise frogs for a time. “Frog 
legs bring in good money. God, a pair 
runs $5 in a fancy restaurant. Just when 
the frogs were getting nice and fat 
wildcats and hawks wiped them out.” 
Sometimes the population at Bonanza 
Springs included Sam Mellos who split 
his time in Los Angeles. Al Stangberg 
who at the time of the article was 
vacationing at Lake Tahoe. At one time 
there was a fourth person living at the 
springs by the name of “Sparky.” One 
day “Sparky” ventured out into the desert 
after the sun “got to him” and his remains 
were found six months later. 

In 2008, Joe de Kehoe interviewed 
Clarence Chambers in preparation for his 
book. During that interview Clarence 
explained how his father came to reside at 
the springs. Clarence Chambers has been 
a long time resident of Twentynine Palms 
/ Wonder Valley and has drilled the 
majority of the wells in the area. In 1948 
his father, Philip Chambers, got together 
with a friend and spent forty five years 
searching for the “Lost Dutch Oven” 
mine. They began their search for the 
mine camping at an old stone cabin which 
Clarence refers to as Tom Schofield’s 
cabin. In the 1960s he moved to Bonanza 
Springs because of the access to water. 
According to Clarence, his father Philip 
piped water approximately a mile and a 

half to two miles to his residence. Over 
the years Philip made several mining 
claims in the area and established a mill 
site in search of gold. Philip was married 
to Ellen Faye Chambers who worked at 
Amboy and the Cadiz store. They 
established a home at the springs and 
Clarence stayed until he was forced out 
by the BLM in 1989. 

During the interview, Clarence made 
reference to an interview Ellen Chambers 
had with Huell Howser while he explored 
the desert and made stops in Wonder Valley 
and Amboy. The interview can be found on 
the Chapman University video archive.

December 10, 1993  
Ellen Faye Chambers as she appeared on  
Huell Howser - Amboy, California’s Gold. 

According to the Needles Desert Star 
newspaper, the BLM partnered with 
members from the community in 1999, 
2004 and 2008 to remove non-native 
plants at the springs. Today Bonanza 
Springs is a quiet and remote day use 
only area with picnic benches and 
fenced in parking areas. The access road 
from Route 66 is almost impassable as it 
requires a four wheel drive vehicle 
which is washed out in several areas. 
All that remains are concrete slabs 
where people once lived. The springs 
offer a panoramic view of Route 66 / 
National Trails Highway, Danby, and 
the Sante Fe Railroad. The brief history 
of Bonanza Springs cannot be complete 
without one mention of its relation to 
the Cadiz water project. In 2019, there 
was a scientific investigation to 
determine if the Cadiz Water Project 
would impact the springs. ~ Steve
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Wee Thump Joshuas
by Bob Jaussaud

Sue is addicted to Facebook. Every 
morning she turns on her iPhone and 
opens Facebook to learn what has been 
happening with our friends and the 
world in general. Facebook has learned 
that Sue is interested in all things desert 
and appropriately on a recent morning it 
included a blurb about the relatively new 
wilderness area, Wee Thump, and the 
giant Joshua Trees found there. We knew 
we had to go find them. So, with short 
notice and on the last day of 2020 we 
met Mignon and Robin in Searchlight 
and headed to Wee Thump in search of 
the giant Joshuas …and, thanks to 
Robin, to enjoy some fine wine and hors 
d’oeuvres on the desert 

Wee Thump means “ancient ones” in 
the Paiute language and it is the name 
given to a relatively new (2002) 

wilderness area in Nevada located a few 
miles west of Searchlight and just north 
of Hwy 164. The Wee Thump 
Wilderness was set aside to protect an 
ancient forest of Joshua Trees, some as 
old as 900 plus years. Joshua trees grow 
as little as 1/2 inch per year and some of 
them in the Wee Thump Wilderness are 
over 30 feet high. 

The history and evolution of the 
Joshua Tree is truly unique. John C. 
Fremont described Joshua trees as “The 
most repulsive tree in the Vegetable 
Kingdom.” Indeed, they do kind of look 
like an agave on steroids. Early 
Mormons thought they saw the prophet 
Joshua’s silhouette, or perhaps his beard, 
in the tree. In fact, it is likely the 
Mormons were the first to name the 
plant “the Joshua.” Before that (in the 

1880’s) it was known as “Yucca Palm” 
(Yes, that’s where the city of Palmdale 
gets its name). Other references to the 
plant include“palmyra cactus”, “cabbage 
tree”, “gray pilgrims”, “tree yucca”, 
“desert dagger” and more correctly the 
“Yucca brevifolia.” 

Fortunately, on that last cold 
morning of 2020 we were able to find 
giant Joshua Trees. In fact, lots of 
Joshua Trees of all sizes. They were not 
repulsive but quite beautiful and, as Sue 
reminded us, have a very unique 
relationship with the Yucca Moth. The 
Joshua Tree shares an obligate 
mutualism (symbiotic relationship) with 
the Yucca Moth. It seems this moth has 
evolved a unique mouthpiece that 
enables it to efficiently extract and hold 
pollen from the tree flowers. With the 
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gathered pollen it flies to another 
Joshua flower and uses its uniquely 
evolved ovipositor (rear end) to insert 
its eggs into the seed pack of the bloom. 
Then it pollinates the bloom so the 
seeds will grow and feed the moth’s 
baby caterpillars when they hatch. The 
caterpillars don’t eat all the seeds, so 
the Joshua Tree has pollinated seeds left 
over to reproduce with. Its a win-win 
for the moth and the tree. What’s really 
interesting is that Joshua Trees do not 
have nectar, so the moths are doing this 
specifically to pollinate the trees. None 
less than Charles Darwin wrote that this 
was the “most wonderful case of 
fertilization ever published.” Even  
more amazing is that now two distinct 
species of Joshua Trees have been 
identified and two distinct species of 
Yucca Moth have evolved to uniquely 
service each species. 

Unfortunately, the future for this 
evolutionary miracle is threatened by 
climate change and other man made 
disasters such as the Cima Dome Fire. 
Cameron Barrows, an ecologist at UC 
Riverside, feels the Mojave Desert 
could lose up to 90 percent of its Joshua 
Trees before the end of the century. Tall 
mature trees do not necessarily show 
how healthy a Joshua Tree forest is. 

It is the little juveniles that indicate 
the species is healthy and replacing 
itself. And, thankfully, we did find some 
juveniles when we visited Wee Thump. 
So hopefully, if man can keep his mitts 
off it, that beautiful forest will survive 
for at least another 900 years. ~ Joeso

It’s been eight years since Huell 
Howser, the likeable public television 
host with a genuine sense of wonder and 
Tennessee twang, died in January 2013 
at age 67. I decided to update the article 
that I wrote for the DE Newsletter back 
then.  Since we’re mostly relegated to 
being “armchair travelers” these days, I 
encourage you to view some of his video 
archives at the website shown below.

For 30 years, Huell traveled the state 
to share the history, natural wonders, 
and amazing people of California. I 
used to join my parents in watching him 
on TV, starting with his Videolog 
programs. Later I introduced his 
California’s Gold, Road Trip, California 

Golden Parks, and other series to my 
own family (Leonard and Hannah). We 
were big fans. Years ago, I caught a 
glimpse of him in person at a café in 
Los Angeles. And we got to meet Luis 
Fuerte, his longtime cameraman from 
1990-2001, when we went to the 2014 
opening of the California’s Gold 
Exhibit and Huell Howser Archives at 
Chapman University.  I remember Huell 
often proclaiming, “Louie, take a look 
at this!”  Luis autographed a special 
edition AAA map for the Desert 
Explorers, which Craig Baker 
purchased at our silent auction that 
year.  I saw that eBay is offering that 
guide map (unsigned) for $25.

Huell Howser (1945-2013) enjoying California’s golden poppies

Huell Howser’s Video Legacy 
“That’s Amazing”

by Rebecca Friedman

Veteran Desert Explorer (and Rebecca’s husband) Leonard Friedman 
recommends this recent L.A. Times article on driving the Mojave Road, 

accompanied by great photos. 

Drowning in the desert? Anything can happen as 
you drive California’s Mojave Road

(Click on the text above to view the article on your web browser)
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Highway 99, the History of 
California’s Main Street

Stephen H. Provost, Author
Published by Craven Street Books

n

Reviewed by Bob Jacoby

I have been obsessed with the federal highway system since I 
was a small child. Probably the two highways that fascinated me 
the most were Route 66 and Route 99. Every summer my family 
would take road trips on both roads to visit relatives and 
friends. A ton of stuff has been written on Route 66 but it is very 
exciting for me to find a book on US 99. 

The author is Stephen H. Provost who has written several 
books on the history of various aspects of the federal highway 
system. This volume, which is very thorough, contains both 
the history of the roadway in California as well as turn by turn 
instructions to follow the original alignments, including some 
dirt, of Route 99.

In all my years of studying maps, I never realized that US 99 
actually started in Calexico and headed north. My knowledge of 
99 until I started to read this history was that for many years it 
was the way to traverse the Central Valley of California. 
However, the concept when the route was established in 1926 is 
that the route would be the spine of California going from the 
Mexican border to the Oregon border. 

Provost has provided a very thorough overview of US 99 both 
historically and currently. The book is divided into two sections. 
The first section is called “The Story of Old 99.. The second 
section is called “A Tour of Old 99.” It really gets interesting 
when you can see the routing Alignments of the original road. 

One of the interesting observations that Provost discusses 
at some length is that that US 99 evolved over the years into 
much more than just a transportation artery. Much like Route 
66, the highway especially through the Central Valley, 
evolved a distinct culture complete with gateway arches, 
distinctive and non chain motels and hotels, deluxe fruit 
stands, and vest pocket amusement parks. Fortunately, many 

of these creations still exit along the road. The book has 
numerous pictures of most of this stuff, along with the 
unique history of each one.

Of course, you might guess, my favorite part of the book is 
Part II, “ A Tour of Old 99.” Provost obviously did an extensive 
amount of research to write this very thorough description of the 
current condition of the road from Mexico to Oregon. His turn by 
turn instructions appear to be complete and would be a great aid 
for any of us who choose to take the trip. Included in this section 
is an overview of the status and history of each town that the road 
went through. Thee writeups also include reference to any 
unusual roadside attractions, old or new, that are nearby. For an 
armchair traveler this can’t be beat!

I very much enjoyed reading and studying this book. My 
only criticism is that the author sometimes get mired down in 
minutiae. However, that being said, he certainly has written 
the definitive book on US 99. 

It should be noted that the author has just finished a similar 
book on US 101. Also, some of his other books including 
America’s First Highways and Yesterday’s Highways are 
available from Amazon. They both provide a thorough review 
of the evolvement of roadways in the United States. 

I have been informed that the author is working on a couple of 
other books on the history of highways. I plan to keep my eyes 
pealed as any work by Provost needs to be in my library.  ~ Bob 



Here are the winners for the January 
Lost puzzle: Jay Lawrence, Bob 
Jaussaud, Randy “One-T” Mathews, 
Leonard Friedman and Craig Baker. 
The correct location was Jawbone 
Canyon Store and Florence “Pancho”  
Barnes historical marker.

Pancho
Florence Leontine Lowe was born 

July 29, 1901 in Pasadena. Through an 
arranged marriage in 1921, she became 
the wife of a minister, Rankin Barnes. 
She ended her relationship with him a 
few years after bearing a son, Billy. 

Florence acquired the nickname 
“Pancho” on a trip to Mexico in 1927 
and returned to purchase her first 
airplane after her solo flight in 1928. She 
began performing stunts in air shows 
and movies. Soon she was winning races 
and toppling speed records. Pancho 
formed the Woman’s Air Reserve and 
the Motion Picture Stunt Pilot Assoc. 

In 1935, Pancho bought 80 acres of 
land near here and established the 
“Happy Bottom Riding Club”, a ranch, 
bar, and civilian pilot’s school. The club 
became the unofficial de-briefing room 
for pilots and engineers from the nearby 
flight testing center. 

Pancho and her fourth husband, Gene 

McKendry, bought this property in 1958. 
She toured the world as a lecturer, 
honored by the Air Force and aviation 
organizations. 

Pancho’s heart failed in 1975 at her 
home in Boron, where she died. Her 
sense of adventure, integrity and indepen-
dence is an example – HMdb.com 

Right: Here’s a “Then-And-Now” picture of 
1940s El Rancho Barstow... Then, rooms were 

$4.00 per day, and now (mirror image).

Bob is lost again and as usual he is 
looking for a ride. Send your guess for 
this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

January Lost: Where Am I? 
Jawbone Canyon Store and
Forence “Pancho” Barnes
Historical Marker

Photo: Rachel Fugate
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

 • POSTPONED •

DE River Days
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north  

of Lancaster) then take backroads to 
Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com



Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 

trip up to Red Rock Canyon.
If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 

aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 

usontheriver@gmail.com
 Kennedy Meadows to  

Sequoia National Forest
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Details to be announced. 

Trips in the  
planning stage 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree

 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess

 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith

 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns

 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Bob Jaussaud found this gem in a 1969 Desert magazine. His wife Sue 
thinks he might actually have one squirreled away in his workshop.



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




