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 Yes, the pandemic put a giant dent in 
our trip schedule, but now that national 
vaccine distribution is getting some 
traction, it’s high time we start making 
travel plans. Until somebody like Dr. 
Fauci says otherwise, we should still take 
precautions like wearing masks and 
avoiding crowded gatherings, but our DE 
trips look like they can be done within 
the health guidelines.

On our Zoom call on March 29th we 
discussed most of the trips we had on 
our schedule prior to Covid and were 
able to reschedule quite a few of them. 
Several trip leaders don’t have firm dates 
for their trips yet, but most are on the 
calendar roughly when they will take 
place. Details will follow as they 
become available.

When you see the updated calendar 
you’ll see a number of months that don’t 
have a trip listed yet. You can fix this by 
helping plan and possibly leading a trip 
you are interested in. If you don’t feel 
quite ready for the Trip Leader role, 
consider roping in one of the folks on our 
Leader List (last page of this newsletter) 
and suggesting a joint trip with them 
doing the leading and you helping with 

the planning, or research, or rounding up 
participants or whatever else you might 
be able to work out. Trips aren’t all about 
just the leading. Just getting them off the 
drawing board is a key ingredient.  
A book or photo or an article that has 
sparked your interest can turn into a great 
trip with a little planning and energy. 
Where haven’t you been that you would 
like to go? What trails or hikes or 
historical spots might be in the 
neighborhood or on the way? Our group 
is pretty diverse... Tapping  into other 
members knowledge can turn a random 
thought like “wouldn’t it be cool if we 
could _______?”  into a trip that lives  
on in folks’ memories for years. In fact, 
many of the people who have been with 
Desert Explorers for a long time keep 
coming back for exactly that reason.  
A simple overnight backcountry trip  
can turn into deeper knowledge, new 
memories with new friends and good 
times spent with good people who enjoy 
getting out into the wild. 

Whether you’re an old desert hand or 
a complete tenderfoot, take a good look 
at our calendar, get out your maps and 
books and imagination and plan a trip!

Huzzah! The Time Has  
Finally Arrived to Rebuild 

Our Trips Calendar!
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April
  

May
 1-2 Piute Mountain Area 

Marian Johns, Dave Hess

June
 7 DE Zoom Meeting 

7:00 Pacific

July
  

August
 12-15  Kennedy Meadows to Sequoias 

Jay Lawrence

September
   Back of Big Bear 

Nelson Miller

October
 11-13 DE Rendezvous 

Pahrump, NV

November
  Libre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

Details to come

2021

April
  

May
  

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

January
  El Paso Mountains 

Nelson Miller

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August
  

September
  

October
  

November
  Ridge Route 

Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

2022
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May 1-2, 2021
Piute Mountain
Leaders: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
It’s been a whole year since Dave Hess 
and I planned our Piute Mt. trip. Now that 
most of us have had our Covid-19 vaccine 
shots and the state is opening back up, 
we’ll try it again. Last year the wildflowers 
put on quite a show, but I don’t know 
about this year since we haven’t had as 
much rain. If you haven’t had your vaccine 
shots, I suggest you wear a mask while 
socializing out of your vehicle.
Meet at 10:00 a.m. Sat. May 1 in 
Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of Lancaster). 
Then take back roads to Tehachapi.  
First Stop - the Tehachapi Loop  - 
hopefully observe a train going around and 
back over itself.
Next - head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd.
On the way we’ll stop to see two waterfalls 
(if they’re flowing). Also, we’ll pass an old 
mine along the way, but I’ve never stopped 
to check it out so we’ll do that if there’s time. 
When we reach Piute Mt. Rd. we’ll take it 
UP (it’s very steep) and spend the rest of 
the day exploring some of the roads in that 
area before camping. Potluck dinner for 
those who care to contribute a dish.
Sunday, we’ll take Piute Mt. Rd. down to 
Lake Isabella, then head east on Hwy. 178 to 
Kelso Valley Rd. We’ll go south on Kelso 
Valley Rd. and then cross over the southern 
tip of the Sierras via one of the canyon roads 
(Bird Springs or Dove Springs or Jawbone) 
that connects back to Hwy 14. 
If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549. 

June 7, 2021
DE Zoom Meeting
Online Planning Meeting
Use your computer, cell phone or home 
phone to join in. Details will be sent by 
email as the date approaches.

August 12-15, 2021
Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Cross the southern Sierras and the Kern 
Plateau starting in Pearsonville, through 
Kennedy Meadows to the Sequoias on the 
west side. 

September, 2021
Big Bear - Yucca Valley
Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

October 11-13, 2021
Annual Desert Explorers 
Rendezvous 
Pahrump, Nevada
Rendezvous trips will be listed as they 
are confirmed. We will have pre-Rondy 
inbound trips that wind up in Pahrump, 
trips in the Pahrump area and outbound 
trips for folks on their way back home. 
In the middle we’ll have a big DE 
dinner, a guest speaker and an all-
around good time.

November, 2021
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

December, 2021
DE Holiday Party
Details will be announced as we get 
nearer to the date.

January, 2022 
El Paso Mountains Area
Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced.

March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Friday meet, hike and overnight in Blair 
Valley. Saturday gas up and gather at 
Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage. High clearance 
4WD required. CB channel 13. If you 
would like to join us, email Jay at 
solariscomm@earthlink.net . 

November, 2022
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning May 
9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route which 
was the original auto road between Los 
Angeles and Bakersfield. The tour will be 
led by a local historian who will provide 
historical information for the entire route. 
We will be having lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the historian 
for each person on the trip. For more 
information, contact Bob Jacoby.

2021 Trip & 
Event Info

2022 Trips 
& Events
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June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November, 2022 
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby 

DE River Days
Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud

Rancho Camulos
Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud

And some trips still in 
the pipedream stage 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Carrizo Plain Need a leader

 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess

 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith

 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns

 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert

On Monday evening, March 29, we 
had our third ZOOM business meeting 
and I was very pleased with the level of 
participation from our membership. At 
one time or another over 15 people signed 
in through ZOOM and many of them 
actively contributed to the meeting. We 
only had some minor glitches and even 
though we got a lot accomplished we 
were able to finish the business portion of 
the meeting in about an hour or so. 

The agenda generally followed the 
normal topics important to the club. 
However, there was a special emphasis 
on the status of DE trips as that is the 
area that suffered the most during the 
pandemic. The good news is that we 
made considerable progress toward a 
realistic trip schedule with the first post 
pandemic trip to be held the first 
weekend in May thanks to Marian Johns 
and Dave Hess. I have a hunch that could 
be a very successful trip as it is our first 
adventure in more than a year. The 
details for that trip, and for many others, 

are in the Trip Section of this newsletter.
In addition to trip scheduling we 

briefly discussed several other areas 
important to the club. Some of these 
topics are as follows:
 1) Financial Report Mr. Bill Smith, our 

stellar Treasurer, report that our total 
cash balance is a little over $3,500. 
This is more than adequate to meet 
the club’s needs for paying the few 
expenses that we have. Mr. Bill also 
indicated that the issue with Wells 
Fargo regarding the change in the 
club mailing address has been 
resolved to his satisfaction. 

 2) Newsletter Report Jay Lawrence 
indicated that there are currently no 
major issues with the newsletter and 
that there is sufficient content for the 
upcoming April newsletter.

 3) Rondy Report Most of the planning 
for our first Fall Rondy has been 
completed. The event will be in 
Pahrump, Nevada on October 20-22. 
One remaining issue is confirming 
that the Saturday night speaker will 
be available on those dates. That 
appears to be the last piece of the 
Rondy puzzle. A Rondy signup form 
will be included in the newsletter 
starting with the July edition.

 4) Museum News Nelson Miller 
informed the group that there are 
always projects of various kinds in 
which assistance from DE 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

membership would be appropriate. 
For anyone who wants to volunteer, 
Nelson can coordinate the scheduling.

 5) Trip Scheduling As we have 
indicated the trip scheduling was the 
top priority for this meeting. We 
made significant progress in 
identifying the status of each of the 
postponed trips from last year. The 
results of this process are, once 
again, in the trip section of this report

 6) Next Meeting We discussed the date 
and venue of our next meeting. We 
agreed that it will be another ZOOM 
meeting and that an appropriate date 
and time will Monday, June 7th at 
7:00 in the evening. ~ Bob



Spring on the Mojave Road
By Steve Mersman

I left my house in Pinon Hills early on 
Thursday. Since I was doing the Mojave 
Road, I thought I would check out some 
other points of interest along the Mojave 
River. My first stop was to find the 
location of “Lanes Crossing.”

I drove into the river bed off of Turner 
Road in Victorville and parked along the 
river. Since Owl Rock products in Oro 
Grande has all entrances blocked from 
the east side of the river, it was my only 
option without asking permission.

My next stop was for a delicious 
sandwich at the Cross Eyed Cow 
Restaurant in Oro Grande.

My favorite sandwich is the Peterbilt 
(but the pizza is great too). My next stop 
was to find “Point of Rocks” near 
Helendale, which I’ve only seen in 
pictures. I didn’t realize the railroad 
pretty much cut right through it.

My next stops were to be 
Cottonwood, Fish Ponds and Forks in 
the Road, but time was getting short. 
I’ll save that for another trip. I still 
wanted to stop and check out Goffs 
Schoolhouse in remembrance of Dennis 
Casebier. But since our “certain 
circumstances,” it was closed.

I arrived at the Avi Resort not too late, 
and just my luck, no rooms were 
available. I checked availability the day 
before, and plenty were available. So 
called a friend which recently moved to 
Bullhead City and he allowed me to 
crash at his house.

 I woke up pretty early since my 
friend had to go to work. I met with the 
three other vehicles I was leading across 
back at the Avi for breakfast but it was 
also not open for business, due to our 
“certain circumstances”. I found a little 
restaurant—The Bonanza Café— in Fort 
Mojave which is right across the bridge 
from the Avi. After breakfast we topped 
off our gas tanks, along with another 
group doing the Mojave Road. In fact, 
there were quite a few groups doing the 
trip. Looks like this trip is going to be 
crowded and camping spots may be an 
issue. Especially when one of the groups 
were 13 strong.

We finally started our trip and the 
weather was perfect, the wash coming 
from Picture Canyon had a weird 
undulation to the road; it would throw 
you back and forth, you really had to 
watch your speed. The only reason I 
could come up with, is they had an 
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off-road race through here recently and 
the cars’ suspension and all that 
horsepower created these annoying road 
conditions. I still like to blame the 
UTVs though.

We made it to the highway crossing 
and could see the road to Piute Springs.

We took our time because I knew it 
was going to be busy up that single road. 
We met a few groups coming up and 
passing was a bit of an issue. People 
forget that uphill has the right of way. 
Anyway, we moved over the best place 
we could without running over 
vegetation. That’s another story. With 
that many people I was pleased that all 
were respectful and no trash was left 
behind. When we arrived at Piute 
Springs, I took a short hike and showed 
off the Petroglyphs and Fort Piute.

The creek was barely running. The 
driest I’ve seen it. The hope was to see 
some wildflowers this trip, but I think we 
were too early or just not enough 
precipitation this year. We loaded back 
up and headed down the road and made 
the right turn and began our climb over 
to Lanfair Valley.

I showed everyone the wagon tracks 
coming over from Piute Springs.

I forget how beautiful Lanfair Valley 
is. It is very thick with vegetation. I can 
see the temptation to raise cattle out 
there.

We continued on to check out Rock 
Springs, and figure out where we were 
going to camp. Everyone doing Mojave 
Road likes to camp near Caruthers 
Canyon and with that many groups it is 
going to be busy.

After driving around until dark, 
trying to find a site without neighbors, 
we settled near the windmill and corral 
near Maruba Road. After setting up 
camp and standing around the campfire 
the clouds rolled in and the wind picked 
up. Not too bad, but it was pretty cold, 
but what a beautiful sunrise with the low 
clouds still around.

After finishing breakfast and loading 
up we headed for the Rock House, 
Government Holes and lunch would be 
had at Marl Springs. It’s probably the 
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most important stop for travelers along 
the Mojave Road for surviving such a 
journey in the late 1800’s. That is a long 
desolate way east from Afton Canyon, 
and west of Government Holes. I hiked 
along the mountain to find more 
petroglyphs and match the photo from 
Jeff Lapides book “The Mojave Road in 
1863.” I’m always on the lookout for 
Tillman’s signature anytime I stop at a 
watering hole. Could this be one? Maybe 
he couldn’t stay long enough to finish it.

After finishing lunch, we headed to the 
lava tubes. When we made our right turn 
at Tank 6, the traffic kept getting worse.

Getting passed by a Toyota Camry at 
50 mph – this was going to be interesting. 
Sure thing, there were people everywhere 

in the parking area and parking right next 
to the lava tubes. After getting through 
the crowd we headed to our next 
campsite along the lava walls beside the 
wash. When we arrived, it was going to 
be too busy and the wind was too strong. 
We decided to camp on the east facing 
mountain near 17 mile point We set up 
camp, cooked some delicious food, and 
hung around the campfire discussing 
what we saw, what we forgot and got a 
phone call out.

The next morning I woke up to utter 
silence. It was so quiet, just the sound of 
a jostling sleeping bag, or a zipper 
opening a tent flap. We said our 
goodbyes since one group left the night 
before, and the other had to take 
Kelbaker Road back to the 40 since he 
came from Arizona. My friend Joe and I 
were the last of the group, we were going 
to finish the trip. We continued on and 
over Soda dry lake. It was very dry – no 
problems at all crossing.

We stopped at travelers monument 
after a large group was leaving, I 
couldn’t find the rock I had left 10 years 
ago, that pile is getting pretty big. We 
kept on and stopping a couple times to 
fix the rock cairns, some were hit so hard 
the rocks were scattered everywhere. 
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Keeping those telephone poles and rock 
cairns in sight we made it to the mouth of 
Afton Canyon, another favorite site of 

mine. It still amazes me to see that water 
running. Lucky for us the railroad is 
doing work on the tracks so the crossing 
was filled with railroad ballast just tires 
deep through the water.

We continued up the road and I 
showed Joe the old Indian path that still 
can be seen cutting across the desert.

We made it to the freeway, aired up 
our tires and discussed the next trip out 
in the desert. ~ Steve
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Images of the Sahara Desert, Libya
By Joe de Kehoe

I have been spending these winter 
months watching it snow and waiting for 
the high passes to be clear of snowdrifts 
so I can get back out exploring some of 
the back roads, ghost towns and 
abandoned mining camps sprinkled 
around Colorado – all the while being 
envious of the 75° temps you all have 
been enjoying in California. I decided to 
spend this down time getting all of my 
photographs properly organized using 
Adobe Lightroom software. In the 
process I came across photos I had taken 
in Libya in the late 1970s and wanted to 
share these. 

I was concerned that the Sahara was 
getting a little too far afield, but after all 
we are the Desert Explorers, and Jay 
assured me that it was ok – so blame 
Jay! My goal was to illustrate as best I 
could, the wide variation in topography 
in the Libyan Desert. I have always 
thought that deserts have a beauty all 
their own, and certainly the Libyan 
Desert rates pretty high on my list. The 
hard part in doing this presentation was 

in picking just a few photos as 
representative illustrations, but I think 
(hope) you’ll get the idea. 

I was a geologist for Mobil Oil in 
Libya in the 1970s, and while I was 
there, I was busy working on several oil 
drilling rigs and therefore had only 
limited time to explore. My job required 
me to drive to the oil fields and drilling 
rigs at remote sites in the Sahara, and so I 
was able to see a lot of the desert that 
few Westerners get to see. My area 
covered Libya, southern Tunisia, Algeria 
and southern Morocco, but was mostly 
centered on Libya. 

I would love to go back and explore 
some of these areas now in more detail, 
but of course, given the current political 
chaos in Libya, that would be nonsense. 
It is a shame too, because there are 
magnificent Roman ruins in several 
areas along the Mediterranean coast of 
Libya that look like the Romans left 
yesterday. With 1,000+ miles of beaches 
along the Mediterranean coastline I feel 
that Libya could make as much money 

on tourism as they do on oil revenue,  
but unfortunately Libya’s Islamic 
restrictions do not lend themselves to 
developing a viable tourist industry. 

The captions for the photos include 
geographic coordinates, formatted so that 
they can be copied and pasted into 
Google Earth for the location of where 
the photos were taken. These photos 
were originally taken as 35mm slides, 
and they sat in a cardboard box for 40+ 
years and have specks of dust here and 
there. Unfortunately, too, the color on 
some of the slides faded over time. My 
apologies. Because visiting the area is 
out of the question, my goal here is just 
to provide a glimpse of the Libyan part 
of the Sahara Desert. If the political 
situation there ever stabilizes however, 
I’d be happy to lead a field trip. 

It was good looking at these pictures 
during the cold months in Colorado 
because even now I can recall how 
blazing hot it was out there, and my 
Chevy truck did not have A/C. ~ Joe

26 06’46.17”N 13 40’55.57”E 
Wild camels are a very common sight. These camels  
are seeking shade near the town of Murzuk. 
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30 20’48.89”N 16 49’07.86”E Erg desert that reminds  
me of the pictures taken by the rovers on Mars.

21 57’ 27.39”N 24 51’ 03.22”E Near two large 
meteor craters at Jebel Auenat, SE Libya.

24 20’ 02.45”N 23 15’ 01.77”E Approaching the oasis town of Kufra. Arms 
shipped to Libya from Russia in the 1960s and 70s during Gaddafi’s rein 
were formerly stored at a large military base near here in underground 
bunkers. A huge underground aquifer was discovered here in the early 
1970s during the search for oil, and Libya built an entire farming / sheep 
grazing community. The circular irrigation patterns are clearly visible from 
space. The hexagonal shapes are housing units for farm families.

27 13’ 27.94”N 14 53’ 39.04”E  Approaching the oasis of Sabah. This was 
the mother of all washboard roads, mile after mile.

28 22’ 37.99”N 12 39’ 03.5”E I am looking for a shady spot for lunch near 
Wadi Ash-Shati. This 4WD Chevy was my work truck. The large white box 
in the back with the open lid was full of survival gear, mostly water. No cell 
phones or hand-held GPS units back then. It is amazing that I never got 
lost out there. The truck had an extra gas tank. If you got lost or ran out of 
gas with the first tank the procedure was to open the second gas tank and 
drive straight north. In most cases you could make it to, or near the coast 
on the second tank.

 28 59’43.43”N 21 06’48.53”E Road approaching the 
Ed Dib Oil Field in the distance.

28 32’53.90”N 17 32’ 19.25”E The oasis town of Zellah.

31 42’ 08.89”N 14 43’58.68”E An erg desert not very far inland from the coast. 
This is another one of the photos that looks like the ones taken by the rover on 
the surface of Mars.

29 12’ 06.29”N 17 21’ 32.16”E Fort Tagrifet, an abandoned Italian fort probably 
dating from the 1940s, but the site has been occupied since Neolithic times 
because it is the most prominent point in this part of the desert. There is a large 
meteor crater immediately west of the fort, one of several in the Libyan Desert.
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Happy Spring Everyone! We have 
been boondocking in our RV since Janu-
ary in Quartzsite, Arizona and exploring 
the area. We took an enjoyable day trip 
to the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge on 
March 29, 2021. It was a nice day in the 
high 80s, yet not uncomfortable. The 30 
mile drive south on Highway 95 from 
our Quartzsite campsite went quickly and 
we soon made the left turn onto the King 
Road which is dirt and well graded. The 
King Road meanders through the Refuge 
offering stunning desert vistas, jagged 
mountains ranges, saguaros galore, oco-
tillo, cholla, and many varieties of desert 
plants and animals. We didn’t see any big 
horn sheep this time but we have on other 
visits to the area. Several other dirt roads 

connect to the King Road – we decided 
to take McPherson Pass which traverses 
through the Castle Dome Mountains and 
Mining District. It is a beautiful little 
pass about ten miles long through more 
gorgeous terrain. Lots of mining history 
in these mountains; silver, gold, and other 
minerals. McPherson Pass ends on the 
other side of the mountain and connects 
to Castle Dome Mine Road. We took this 
dirt road for about seven miles and found 
the Castle Dome Mine Museum - - a little 
gem of history preserved out in the Willy 
wags. Dedicated folks were able to put 
together the remnants/mining equipment 
of this small mining town which were 
abandoned over the years; the result is a 
historic ghost town you can explore.  

They did a great job of putting it together 
and we took about two hours walking 
through the buildings and grounds. After 
the museum we continued back down 
Castle Dome Mine Road where we saw 
connecting roads to other gold mines 
nearby. Castle Dome Mine Road takes 
you through the Yuma Military Proving 
Grounds until you reach Highway 95 
which gave us an easy 50 mile trip back to 
Quartzsite. This would be a good Desert 
Explorers trip sometime – only a few spots 
to navigate slowly without much difficulty. 

http://castledomemuseum.org

 Julie Smith
 Flagstaff, AZ USA

The Boondock Report
by Julie Smith
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The only winner for the March Lost 
puzzle was Randy “One T” Mathews. 
Correct guess: View of Borrego Springs 
with Coyote Mountain and the Santa 
Rosa Mountains in the background.

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is the 

largest state park in California. Five 
hundred miles of dirt roads, 12 wilderness 
areas and many miles of hiking trails 
provide visitors with an unparalleled 
opportunity to experience the wonders of 
the California Desert. The park is named 
for Spanish explorer Juan Bautista de 
Anza and the Spanish word borrego, or 
bighorn sheep. The park features washes, 
wildflowers, palm groves, cacti and 
sweeping vistas. Visitors may also have 
the chance to see roadrunners, golden 
eagles, kit foxes, mule deer and bighorn 
sheep as well as iguanas, chuckwallas, 
and the red diamond rattlesnake. 
Listening devices for the hearing 
impaired are available in the visitor 
center. 

The Park is located on the eastern side 
of San Diego County, with portions 
extending east into Imperial County and 
north into Riverside County. It is about a 

two-hour drive from San Diego, 
Riverside, and Palm Springs. 

The highways from the east climb to 
2,400 feet or so and then descend about 
2,000 feet to the valley. Where the 
highway breaks out of the high-country 
vegetation, it reveals the great bowl of the 
Anza-Borrego desert. The valley spreads 
below, and there are mountains all 

around. The highest are to the 
north--the Santa Rosa 
Mountains. The mountains are a 
wilderness, with no paved roads 
in or out or through. They have 
the only all-year-flowing 
watercourse in the park. They 
are the home of the peninsular 
bighorn sheep, often called 
desert bighorn. Few park 
visitors ever see them; the sheep 
are justly wary. A patient few 
observers each year see and 
count them, to learn how this 
endangered species is coping 
with human encroachment. 
Calif. Dept. of Parks and Rec. 

Guess what? Bob is lost 
again and as usual he is 
looking for a ride. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle 
to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the 

subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with his hearty thanks and 
a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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March Lost: Where Am I? 
Anza Borrego State Park

Lost: Where Am I?



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




