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So, just how 
exactly are we all doing?

By the members of the Desert Explorers
Clearly, this has been a very unusual period for our motley crew of 

explorers. It seemed like this might be a good time to touch base with 
folks just to say hi, count noses and make sure we’re still smiling. 

Janet and Pete Austin
Pete and I are doing fine and 

sheltering-in-place at home in Diamond 
Bar. We haven’t even been in a store for 
four months now! Pete shook us both up 
at the beginning of the pandemic by 
having, twice, to be rushed to the ER 
with symptoms of stroke. Luckily, after 
keeping him overnight for tests, they 
decided that on both occasions it was a 
TIA - a sort of “small stroke” but a “big 
warning” that a stroke could happen. 
Each time the doctors adjusted his blood 
thinning medications and we hope they 
now have that under control. Pete is 
back to his normal self :-)

Otherwise, we have to make the best 
of the wildlife in our backyard:  

...and a few wildflowers from a packet of 
wildflower seeds I was given: 

I am also enjoying making some of 
the recipes from the 1920’s that the 
Homestead Museum (where, in better 
times, I am a docent) is featuring 
occasionally in their blog. This shows 
prune whip and custard: 

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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We look forward to better times when 
the Desert Explorers can resume trips. 
We miss you all and miss exploring the 
desert with you.  ~ Janet

Jerry and Dolly Dupree
Dear Desert Explorers, 
We are fine and enduring the 

Covid-19 pandemic as well as we can. 
We are driving a lot less because there is 
no place to go. We are not eating out very 
often and it needs to be take out or eat on 
an outdoor patio or lawn with awnings 
and misters. We have adapted well 
except we haven’t seen our grandchildren 
and they would like to visit us and go 
swimming and see our cat.  

As most of you know I enjoy wildlife 
photography and am out in the desert or 
up in the mountains once a week 
depending on the time of the year and 
whether we are having a wildfire in our 
local mountains. I have some very 
interesting wildlife pictures of bobcats, 
coyotes, road runners, mother quail being 
followed by her brood, lizards, etc. I 
enjoy the outdoors and being able to 
enjoy the time spent hiking, exploring, 
scouting, and poking around. I place two 
trail cameras with dry dog food for bait, 
one camera on video and one on still. I 
like getting out and enjoy the solitude.  
Dolly and I recently took a ride through 
Oak Glen and Yucaipa and stopped for 
some apple pie.  

Dolly is doing everything she has 
wanted to do when she retired. She is a 
member of a singing group who now has 
to have “virtual” get togethers online 
with Zoom and other more elaborate 
programs. They have a voice coach and 
an accompanist and they learn songs and 
sing them in front of each other and offer 
encouragement and then perform at local 
open mic nights. Dolly has had a wish to 
sing and perform all of her life and this 
has been her wish since she was a little 
kid. Like most of us, life gets in the way; 
college, kids, jobs, family needs, and 
other priorities. I like watching YouTube 
videos of desert and mountain 
explorations. Wonderhussy.com is a 
young lady who explores mines, ghost 

towns, and abandoned houses all over 
Nevada and the eastern Sierras. I have 
also been watching Off Road Recovery 
about a towing company who specializes 
in rescuing stuck, wrecked, or non 
operational vehicles from sometimes 
impossible situations or being stuck in 
sand, mud, snow, or have fallen off of 
roads, etc. I watch it to learn some tricks 
about rescuing people and what kind of 
equipment is used by professionals, and 
most of all how not to get into those 
predicaments. I have rescued several 
vehicles in stuck positions in difficult 
areas and have come across serious 
accidents and have been able to assist or 
to call for professional help.  ~ Jerry

Marian Johns
My good news:

Today I passed my amateur radio 
Technician Class test; got 100% 
correct!!! We have a local net unofficially 
called News and Rumors here in Lytle 
Creek. This group was formed because 
Lytle Creek could become isolated if 
there is a serious disaster and we need to 
be able to communicate with the outside 
world. Next, Sunny Hansen has agreed to 
show me how to use a GPS.

Tomorrow is my birthday (July 28). 
I’ve made it to the Big Eight-O. 
Sometimes it’s hard to believe I’m that 
old. Son, David and grand kids are 
visiting for the occasion.
My bad news:

I had a terrifying experience last week 
when I took my dog, Wolfie down to the 
vet in Fontana (he had a foxtail in his 
nose). The vet is right next to a 99¢ Store 
and they share a parking lot. Well, I was 
turning in the driveway and another car 
was leaving. We passed one another 
slowly and carefully. But I could see 
through my window that the other driver 
was yelling at me as I went by him. Guess 
he didn’t like sharing the driveway with 
me, but I was definitely not on his side.

Anyway, I parked in front of the vet’s 
office and when I got out of the car, here 
comes this guy (and his girlfriend). He 
started yelling at me; then he got out of 
his car and came over and spit in my 

face! Yuck! Next, his girlfriend got out of 
their car and started pounding on me 
with her fist and knocked me down. They 
then jumped back in their car and took 
off. This thug, by the way, was young - 
probably in his twenties. He was a big 
guy - at least six feet tall. I’m five-one 
and almost 80 years old. 

Thankfully there were plenty of 
concerned witnesses. I was surprised 
how many people asked me if I was OK. 
They helped me up and one had the 
presence of mind to take a photo of the 
guy’s license; someone also called the 
police. Three officers, in three vehicles, 
came almost immediately and insisted 
that the paramedics come and check me 
for injuries. They took my blood pressure 
and oxygen level and asked if I wanted to 
go to the hospital but I declined because I 
didn’t think I was seriously injured; I was 
just unnerved, shaken up, rattled – and 
very scared.

Although I wasn’t seriously injured 
– no blood at least, I did have a sore spot 
where I hit my head when I fell. Later, 
my left leg and left thumb really started to 
hurt, so now I’m hobbling around and 
trying not to use my left hand. Plus I have 
since been tested for Covid-19 because he 
spit in my face; no test results yet

I’ve been wondering if my assailants, 
who happened to be black (I know, I 
know - I’ll be called a racist now.) were 
perhaps emboldened by the recent BLM 
chaos. I am really worried about the 
recent anarchy that has plagued this 
country. I am also troubled by the verbal 
and physical attacks on the police. 
Despite the need to weed out rogue cops, 
I can’t see how defunding police 
departments is going to solve any 
problems. In fact, I imagine it will just 
create more lawlessness.

Well, maybe I got a little carried away 
with my opinions. I just wish things in this 
country were “normal” again. ~ Marian

Nancy Maclean
Dreaming of Croatia

For years, I had a dream that one day 
I will take a small group of my DE 
friends back to Croatia and show them 

news:Today
news:Today
news:I
news:I


the country and the culture where I grew 
up. This year turned out to be The Year to 
do it. So, I planned a land tour to visit the 
castles nestled 
among verdant 
rolling hills 
and to explore 
the area where 
one of our 
members 
family’s castle 
may have been 
centuries ago. 
I was going to 
take them on a 
walk along the 
streets and 
parks of my 
charming medieval home town where I 
walked many years ago.  Then on to the 
national park where 17 turquoise colored 
lakes flow from one to another, and to the 
village where I spent time with my 
grandparents. Then on to the Adriatic 
Sea, to board our small ship to cruise 
among the beautiful islands where I spent 
summer vacations, and explore others 
that I have not had a chance to visit yet. 
Yes, we were going to be cruising the 
blue Adriatic Seas, visiting the ancient 
archeological sites, swimming, 
snorkeling, eating ripe local fruit and fish 
caught in the area that day, and drinking 
wonderful zinfandels along the way. 

Then in March, things changed, 
though I hoped that we would get 
through it, and make the trip as planned. 
I was carefully watching the 
developments in Croatia, talking to my 
relatives, and hoping that it would all 
work out. Then after a lot of agonizing 
(by mid June, as the situation with virus 
was not letting up), the memories of our 
trip to South India came to my mind. 
Several of our DE friends were with us 
on that unforgettable trip. The rules on 
multiple entry visa into India had 
changed during our trip, so we were 
stranded on a pre-trip in Sri Lanka, 
unable to return to India for the rest of 
our tour. I remembered the hours of 
filling out paperwork and dealing with 

local bureaucracy at the office of the 
Indian High Commission in Colombo, 
trying to get permission for re-entry. We 

finally got our passports stamped with a 
visa as a Humanitarian cause. Once in 
India, we felt as though our group of 
“refugees” was closely watched by the 
Indian government. And then again, 
before leaving the country, we had to 
attend in-person the Indian High 
Commission in Mysore, stand in front of 
the magistrate, and bribe the officials to 
give us our exit papers. 

Even though I did not expect to repeat 
anything of that nature in Croatia, I did 
not want to expose my lifelong friends to 
a possibility of more campfire stories 
about getting stuck in Croatia during the 
pandemic. So, for now, my dream of 
touring Croatia is still a dream, and I 
hope that perhaps we luck out and get to 
make it a reality next year! ~ Nancy

Kenna and Allan Schoenherr
My wife and I are isolating ourselves 

at our cabin up on the South Fork of 
Bishop Creek.  ~ Allan

Diane and Ken Searer
Diane and I are doing well.
As some of you know I like to camp 

and frequent Hot Springs. One of my 
Retirement Jobs is checking out the 
Tattoos on Young Women at the springs.

It’s an unpaid position, but someone 
has to do it,so why not me! To that end 
Diane (to sew) and I have gone to 
Mammoth for a week in May, June  

and July, taking our Ford with the 
camper and towing the Toyota. That’s 
camping!

In May there were very few people. In 
June toward the end of our week there, 
the Young Crowd started showing up.

In July more Young People mostly 
Bikers and Hikers, a very nice crowd. I 
expect there will be even more people in 
August.

Signing off now, but you know I 
could go on and on. 

Take care All!  ~ Ken

Pat Nelson
Which desert is this? A new one in 

Southern California? Los Padres 
National Forest? Well it’s actually the 
Mercantour, a park in South Eastern 
France, where I’ve been... Working on 
my explorer van.  ~ Pat

Bob Pelzman
I’m getting out of the house by 

volunteering at the Free Clinic in 
Thousand Oaks and also the one in 
Oxnard. Plus meals on wheels and 
watching a lot of television and doing 
crossword puzzles.  ~ Bob

Ding and Allan Wicker
Greetings to all DE’ers,
We miss seeing and socializing with 

all of you, whether it is at a meeting or 
on a trip. We hope you are well and 
finding adventure or at least activities 
that keep you occupied, maybe even 
entertained. 

Since mid-March, Ding has been 
working full-time at home, processing 
student applications to Claremont 
McKenna College and corresponding 
with prospective students. College this 
fall will not resemble what we remember 
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as students, or even what it was like one 
year ago.

Allan has undertaken tasks that he has 
been postponing, but now has no excuse 
for not doing. One is cleaning out our 
garage, which has accumulated too much 
stuff over the past 33 years. At the 
present rate, the job may be done in 
October. Another task has been making 
available online some professional 
papers published over the years. In doing 
this I came across an account of my trials 
at collecting a package from Kyrgyz 
customs when we were both teaching in 
Kyrgyzstan in 2000-2001. You’re invited 
to take a look at it: https://www. 
academia.edu/search?utf8=%E2%9 
C%93&q=innocent+anthropologist.  
Back then, I sent to the DE Newsletter, 
periodic reports of our experiences 
during the academic year we were there. 

For breaks we take short walks, do 
exercises, and Allan goes biking locally. 
Within its boundaries, our local botanical 
garden provides an opportunity to 
experience a variety of California 
landscapes and occasional wildlife. 
Mount Baldy road also provides easy 
access to the mountains. 

Allan’s photographic opportunities 
have waned lately – or maybe it’s his 
lack of imagination or interest. A few 
examples of his and Ding’s recent 
photos follow. 

Take care, all.  ~ Allan and Ding

Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Sue and I were on a trip in the Sierras 

and environs recently with a very small 
group. We were lucky to find boonie 
camps along streams every night. One 
camp was at a creek side cabin that kept 
us warm and dry during a thunderstorm. 
We even found a hot spring one 
afternoon. During the trip I enjoyed my 
75th birthday. In my book, that is no 
cause for celebration but I am very 
thankful to have made it this far. 
Enjoying life with good friends, 
especially while camping in the boonies, 
was the best!  ~ Bob and Sue
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Sylvia and Jay Lawrence
Yep, life is very good. We’re keeping a 

low profile, but still having a good time 
despite the current restrictions and a 
broken toe. Sylvia is super busy with her 
preschool which is open at half-capacity 
(lots of precautions and regulations) and 
I’m busy doing the Lincoln Highway and 
OCTA magazines. Just have to be careful 
with travel due to being in the “high risk” 
category. I am starting a rehab on our 
pop-top camper soon in anticipation of a 
huge bunch of trips when all the bio-haz-
ard madness is put to rest. Unfortunately, 
my go-to place, Baja California is in much 
worse shape COVID-wise than the U.S., 
so south-of-the-border trips will have to 
be postponed even longer than trips in the 
southwest.

Even in urban Long Beach, the 
wildlife provides a little entertainment. 
These two little bandits and their mom 
are in our tree next to our front porch. 
Guard dog Pippin is at the screen door 
losing his mind.  ~ Jay and Sylvia

Brett and Cristina Henrich
Honestly, my heart breaks for where 

we are as a country at the moment. I’m 
also tired of the choice between the left 
who just want to lock up the desert with 

massive national monuments and bills 
like the Desert Protection Act, and the 
current absolute insanity and dereliction 
to constitutional principles on the right. 
I’m tired of the corruption and the void 
of leadership on COVID. Everything has 
become so politicized, and as a result, I 
don’t know who to trust. I’m just tired, 
and a bit depressed, if I’m honest.

Hoping for brighter times ahead. ~ Brett

Dave Hess
Bored to tears in Bakersfield. Helped 

the Society for Conservation of Bighorn 
Sheep fill the Vermin Guzzler south of 
Baker near Old Dad Mountain August 
23-27. Wonder whether Desert Explorer 
trips couldn’t be done with appropriate 
social distancing; they are outdoors, hand 
sanitizer is cheap and masks could be 
used around campfires.  ~ Dave

Bob Jacoby
My Fun Time at Home

Like everybody else, I have spent the 
last four months or so mainly at home 
thanks to COVID-19.  I have some 
preexisting conditions so staying away 
from most other folks is definitely a 
good idea for me. I have surprised 
myself by filling up the time pretty 
easily. My reading has significantly 
increased particularly American History 
and the history of trails and roadways. (I 
am now an expert on US 36!) I have also 
streamed some very cool TV shows, 
including Bosch. 

All this is good, but I also miss seeing 
my friends in the Desert Explorers and I 
particularly miss being in the desert and 
its environs on dirt roads. I hope that by 
the year end, things will have substan-
tially improved and we will have a real 
DE meeting followed by many trips. 

In any event, be safe and healthy 
and hopefully we can all get together 
soon.  ~ Bob

Steve and Debbie Miller Marschke
What have Debbie and Steve Miller 

Marschke been doing? Our jobs 
continued as usual. Steve works in the 
Defense Industry and works in 

laboratories, so wearing PPE and a mask 
was not an adjustment for him. Deb has 
been working at home for 20 years, so no 
change. The challenge, of course, was 
buying the goods we needed at the stores 
and all the frustrations that go along with 
that. We feel very lucky to be boondock 
campers now, because we have been enjoy- 
ing our camping trips more than ever.

We’ve participated in numerous 
Bighorn Sheep projects in the desert, and 
also have spent time volunteering at The 
Goffs Schoolhouse property. It’s all 
good, even if it is just the two of us. 
Social distancing is easily managed 
when you have all your own gear, food, 
and vehicle.

At home we ramped up our gardening 
efforts and experimenting with 
expanding our growing capacity with 
container pots. It’s been very fun, and we 
planted lots of things we have never tried 
before:  tomatoes, squash, peppers, corn, 
carrots, peas, carrots, asperagus, 
watermelon, cantaloupe, jicama, rhubarb, 
strawberries, bok choi, swiss chard, 
eggplant, radishes, lettuces, cucumbers, 
and brussells sprouts.  We also planted a 
lot of dahlias which have been a great 
reward ...did you know there is a variety 
called “cactus”? It’s gorgeous. 

Essentially we created our own 
botanical garden which has been it’s own 
reward.  We also expanded our bird 
feeders. It’s amazing how one small 
change in feeder style or food offered 
will solicit an instant response. We have 
a family of Western bluebirds that nested 
by our back door and they’ve 
successfully fledged two clutches this 
year. Bluebirds do tolerate humans 
peeking into the nest, so we have a trap 
door that we use to check what’s 
happening. It’s like watching the miracle 
of life unfold before your eyes. We feel 
honored that the bluebirds have trusted 
us and this is their third year here. We are 
healthy and our families are too. We just 
miss our friends ! So take care of 
yourselves, it will be grand when we all 
are together again.  ~ Deb
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I would like to share some notes on 
my volunteer project near Riverside, 
before and during the pandemic. If 
nothing else, DE members will learn 
about popular hiking trails in Box Springs 
Mountain Reserve, just east of the UC 
Riverside campus.

For those that don’t know me, I’ve 
been a licensed herbicide applicator for 
37 years, working to control invasive 
non-native plants in wildland areas. For 
the first 17 years, 
while employed as a 
petroleum engineer, I 
organized volunteer 
work parties to 
remove tamarisk or 
saltcedar from desert 
springs and riparian 
areas. Then twenty 
years ago I turned 
professional and have 
worked mostly in 
coastal watersheds 
and mostly in Los 
Angeles County.

For the first 18 
years of the past 20, since turning 
professional weed-killer, I traveled from 
L.A. County to Riverside a half-dozen 
times per year, to attend weed manage-
ment area meetings and for invasive 
weed control work, either paid or 
volunteered. Then in January 2018, I was 
told by local friends about non-native 
castor bean plants growing abundantly in 
Two Trees Canyon, following a large 
wildfire during the previous summer.  
So I obtained permission from Riverside 
County Parks & Open-Space District, 
and started spraying many thousands of 
young castor bean plants on the burned 
canyon floor, not initially appreciating 
the size of the volunteer project that I 
had undertaken.

The photo of Two Trees Canyon was 
taken in March 2019, after a wet winter 
and 20 months after the fire. The view is 

toward the west, with downtown 
Riverside at top center and the UCR 
campus in the upper left corner. In the 
lower right corner, behind a granite 
boulder, is a young castor bean plant with 
shiny palmate leaves, at one of the 
highest elevations in the watershed. The 
lower portion of Two Trees Canyon is a 
corridor of large sycamore trees, grey and 
without foliage in the photo due to 
winter-dormancy.

Two hiking trails extend up the 
canyon, from the lower trailhead near 
the east end of Blaine Street: one trail 
skirts the edge of the riparian corridor  
of sycamore trees, and the other trail 
climbs along a ridge to the south (left 
side of photo) and continues to the 
summit, which is accessible by vehicle 
via Pigeon Pass Road.

For those not knowledgeable about 
castor bean, it is the source of a deadly 
poison called ricin, mentioned in 
newspaper articles about terrorist threats 
several years ago. The large beans are 
also the source of castor oil, a high-
quality lubricant for race cars and still a 
well-known laxative. The Castrol brand 
of motor oil originally included castor 
oil added to petroleum product. More 
than a century ago, castor bean was 
grown agriculturally in Los Angeles to 

produce lubricant oil, before petroleum 
was discovered; and from there, the 
plant appears to have spread along 
railroad tracks via contaminated gravel. 
How and why the large seeds were 
transported high up Box Springs 
Mountain is unknown, but I suspect that 
seeds were released decades ago as 
gopher poison along now-corroded 
metal pipes that transported water from 
some of the springs.

The problem of 
castor bean in natural 
areas, especially after 
fire, is that the plant 
grows fast and the 
large leaves can 
shade out native 
foliage, even the 
resprouting sycamore 
trees in Two Trees 
Canyon. Fortunately, 
castor bean foliage is 
highly susceptible to 
Garlon 4 herbicide, 
so can be sprayed 
with a dilute 

concentration that will not harm adjacent 
native vegetation. Since January 2018 I 
have volunteered 180 hours of herbicide 
application in the canyon, during 29 trips 
to Riverside and vicinity, with expenses 
for herbicide and travel (but not labor) 
paid by a local group, Friends of 
Riverside’s Hills. Currently, castor bean 
plants are still present in the canyon but 
quite rare, whereas without herbicide 
treatment, castor bean would be 
abundant, if not dominant.

In my 37 years of invasive weed 
control work, Two Trees Canyon has 
been the most challenging area to access 
– from the combination of steep slopes, 
giant boulders, and abundant poison oak. 
But the canyon is worth visiting if you are 
in Riverside looking for hiking trails with 
a view.  ~ Bill

Two Trees Canyon Near Riverside
by Bill Neill
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trip Notes: 
Mahogany Flats 

Death Valley Area July 2020
Sunny & Jean Hansen

Tuesday, July 21, 2020: Left home at 
12:15 p.m., got gas & ice and left for 
Death Valley National Park. We drove 
out through Trona and then up Wildrose. 
We got to camp at Mahogany Flat at 
4:00 p.m. At that time the temperature 
was 83 degrees – really nice! It is a 
beautiful campground and later, we had 
a great happy hour looking out over 
Death Valley.
Wednesday, July 22, 2020:  We left 

camp at 8:00 a.m. and hiked in the 
opposite direction of Telescope Peak 
(which we have hiked twice before – 
always in July). Along the way, we 
revisited several sites we had seen 
before, including house rings and 
petroglyphs. We hiked out along a rocky 
slope on an old trail and then down into 
a sheltered area where there were some 
petroglyphs – not bad ones, either. Then 
we re-traced our steps back toward 

camp, taking a slightly different route 
and on the way back, we found a new (to 
us) petroglyph site. Again, not 
spectacular, but nice to find. When we 
got back to the car, we left Mahogany 
Flat and drove back out through 
Emigrant Canyon, Stovepipe Wells, 
Furnace Creek, Shoshone and finally on 
home on the I-15. We arrived home at 
6:15 p.m. It’s always fun to visit Death 
Valley.   ~ Sunny and Jean

Jean on the trail

View of Telescope Peak from trail Wildrose charcoal kilns

Sunny at a rock art site
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All of us in the Desert Explorers (DE) 
would agree that if there is one word to 
describe the cultural aspects of the 
Mojave Desert, it would be “quirky.” 
There are so many examples it’s hard to 
know where to begin. 
However, I think one 
of the most quirky 
would be something 
called the Integratron 
which is located near 
Landers. 

The Irntegratron 
was created in 1954 
by Dr. George Van 
Tessel who claimed 
that the structure is 
based partially on 
telephonic directions 
from extraterrestrials 
from Venus. (I’m not 
making this up folks.) 
Van Tassel was a 
former test pilot. He 
was a firm believer in 
UFOs and had a large following, 
including a radio show. 

Van Tassel drew as many as 10,000 
people to meetings at nearby Giant 
Rock. Through the support of his 
followers he was able to construct the 
Integratron. The structure is 38 feet high 
and 50 feet in diameter. Van Tassel 
believed the building was capable of 
revitalizing the human body and 
enabling time travel. 

The location of the Integratron is 
theoretically at an intersection of 
geometric forces that, when focused by 
the unique geometry of the building, 
concentrate and amplify the earth’s 

magnetic field. The three sisters who 
privately own the building claim that 
there is a significant spike in the  
earth’s magnetic field in the center  
of the Integratron. 

The Integratron is currently owned  
by three sisters who have been part of 
the restoration and maintenance of the 
structure and property for well over  
30 years. Along with restoring and 
preserving the building, they have 
created a way to share its very 
interesting and unusual acoustic 
properties by offering Integratron  
Sound Baths.

When I first heard about the all this 
about 15 years ago I knew I had to make 
a trip to Landers. My visit, in fact, 
turned out to be extremely interesting. 
First of all, I noticed that the building 
was constructed in a very unique way 
without the use of nails and screws or 
weather stripping. I was informed that 
the building was made almost entirely of 
old growth Douglas fir. 

 It was what was inside the building, 
however, that made this place quite 
unique. On the first floor there was some 
interpretation and exhibits detailing the 
history of the structure. However, it is 
the second floor that is extremely 

interesting. At the time, the owners 
charged $20 for a Sound Bath on the 
second floor and it proved to be worth it. 
The Sound Baths were incredibly 
relaxing and it felt as if we were 
experiencing the sound in a unique way 
other than just listening to it. The 
acoustics were indeed awesome. 

All in all, the experience at the 
Integratron was most worthwhile. It 
proved to be a very relaxing and 
fascinating hour. To find out more about 
the Integratron their website is worth a 
visit. Also, Huell Howser did a 30 
minute program from the facility which 

is extremely 
interesting. Like most 
everything else, the 
Integratron is closed 
until at least mid-
August, if not longer, 
because of 
COVID-19. 
However, when the 
smoke clears they 
will be reopening for 
tours and Sound 
Baths.

For anyone 
making the trek to 
the Integratron, it is 
located at the corner 
of Bellfield Road and 
Linn Road in the 
Landers area. (The 

exact address is 2477 Bellfield Rd.) 
Combined with the Integratron tour it 
makes sense to stop at Giant Rock which 
is only a couple of miles away. Giant 
Rock was the venue for yearly 
conventions held by Dr. Van Tassel. It 
was also the location where Dr. Van 
Tassel encountered the Venusian space 
ship for the first time. However, Giant 
Rock is worth a stop just to marvel at its 
size. Giant Rock and the Intergratron are 
featured in Bill Mann’s book on the 
Lucerne Valley. Both would be logical 
stops if we decide to put together a DE 
Lucerne Valley quirkiness tour. I think 
that may be a good idea.   ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby



The editor would like to offer a huge 
Thank You Bob for continuing to put 
these puzzles together through the years! 

Our Lost! winners for the crossword 
puzzle in July were Randy (One-T) 
Mathews and Leonard Friedman.

Bad news though. Bob is lost again. 
Send your guess for this month’s 

puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 

Lost puzzle for the month. 
Your answer should let him know 

what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.  ~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

July Lost? 
Answers
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

• POSTPONED •

DE River Days
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Photo courtesy of Dave Burdick

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
2532 N 4th St., #445 

Flagstaff 
AZ 86004 

928-853-8146 
928-853-8146  

m
isterbillsm

ith@
gm

ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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