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Big Boy Thrills 
Train Buffs on 

Centennial Year
Photos and story  

by Alan & Claudia Heller
Here is the original press release:  
“VICTORVILLE, Calif. — Union 
Pacific Railroad has announced the 
return of Big Boy steam locomotive 
#4014 to Southern California in October, 
making its final 
public appearance 
for 2019.

The locomotive 
will pull a special 
Union Pacific 
passenger train 
consisting of 
immaculately 
maintained 1950’s 
era Heritage Fleet 
passenger cars 
commemorating 
the 150th 
anniversary of the 
completion of the first transcontinental 
railroad at Promontory, Utah, on May 10, 
1869, according to The Railway and 
Locomotive Historical Society, Southern 
California Chapter.

Called “The Great Race Across the 
Southwest”, the Big Boy train will depart 
its home base in Cheyenne, Wyoming on 
September 27 and arrive in Victorville on 
October 8th, 2019, before going to the 
greater Los Angeles area on October 9.

Twenty-five Big Boys were built 
exclusively for Union Pacific Railroad, 
the first of which was delivered in 1941. 
The locomotives were 132 feet long and 
weighed 1.2 million pounds. Because of 
their great length, the frames of the Big 
Boys were “hinged,” or articulated, to 
allow them to negotiate curves”.

Train buffs did not disappoint. The 
place was jammed with spectators 
holding cameras. The depot was across 
the street from the Route 66 Museum. 
One last shot and we raced through the 
Cajon Pass to the Route 66 exit to get in 
place for another shot as the train passed.

After a few days at the Goffs 
Rendezvous, a 
visit to the Avi 
Casino and an 
overnight stop at 
The Cove in 
Blythe, we 
headed for the 
Salton Sea by 
way of Mecca. 
There we got 
another chance 
to see Big Boy 
as he traveled 
from Indio to 
Niland. Set up 

on the highway near the old Cowboy 
Man’s spot, we awaited Big Boy. He 
chugged on by at breakneck speed but 
Alan managed a great shot.  ~ Claudia 
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Moab Labor Day Jeep Safari
August 30th to September 2nd • by Dave Burdick

After months of hearing about the wonders of Moab, 
Utah I was given a Jeep Safari Program which told of the 
Labor Day Safari which was limited to 150 Jeeps. This 
event is put on by the Red Rock 4- Wheelers. After studying 
there program it looked like a Disneyland for 4-Wheelers. 
There are over 40 trails that are classified by difficulty levels 
from one to ten. First timers are required to start in the First 
Timers Group for two days. Good idea, the trails and groups 
are very organized and keeps Jeepers from getting in over 
there skill and equipment level.

Up on arriving in Moab on Friday my friend Dean and I 
checked in at the Moab Rim Campark to register and receive 
the location and times of our trail staging area. On Saturday 
morning a hot breakfast was cookd up for the Jeepers before 
they left for their staging areas around Moab. Our trail for 
Saturday was Buttes and Towers, level three. When we 
arrived the Jeeps formed two lines behind the leaders, every 
kind and shape, size, year, from a variety of states, only one 
from California (us). In all 26 plus three leaders, way too 
many.

At 9:00 a.m. sharp our leader held a Safety meeting that 
outlined the do’s and the do nots. Then we were off, with the 
La Sal peaks in the background. The road surface varied 
from bumpy rock to smooth sandy washes, not real difficult, 
but watch out for the drop off ledges. For our morning break 
we lined up the Jeeps for group photo shot in front of 
Merrimack Butte. The remainder of the morning was spent 
enjoying buttes and towers. After lunch on top of a large 
mesa we returned to the staging area to end our trail run. 

But wait! Our leader and wife offered a small group a 
side trip. Up a mesa and down Long Canyon a great view 
and good four wheeling. As we started down a steep descent 
along a deep canyon , a large bolder, the size of a dump 
truck, appeared across the trail, not a good place to back up! 
As we got closer we could see light under the bolder, maybe 
we can get through? After driving under the bolder we 
continued down Long Canyon and spotted a family of Big 
Horn Sheep watching the caravan of jeeps. Then out of the 
canyon along the Colorado River back to Moab. Back in at 
camp we were served a BBQ dinner, after dinner a raffle 
with lots of prizes. 

 Sunday morning off in a different direction to the South 
of Moab to Cameo Cliffs Trail Rating Level Three. As we 
climbed away from the highway we encountered stunning 
views of red sandstone and some slick rock of the Cameo 
Mesa, the dragon rock, and four fins over look. As we drove 
the canyon edge we found several sections which botherd 
some who did not like heights. It was worth the rough 
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bumpy trail and the ledges for the commanding view of both 
Wilson Arch and Looking Glass Arch while eating lunch. From 
there it was all down hill with ledges and bumps and scraping 
to the highway and home. 

If this was a Level Three trail what does tomorrow’s Level 
Four bring?

 Monday morning new group, one other California Jeep, 
new trail, new leader, Fins and Things Trail rating four, Navajo 
Formation of slick rock Northeast of Moab with scenic views. 
The trail started off ok, then we started up the slick rock which 
can be difficult with sudden and steep climbs and steep 
descents. The trip became similar to a roller coaster ride that 
went on all day and finally Kenny’s Climb as steep as you can 
do, or NOT. A change of underwear recommended. We all 
made it back unhurt, a fun and challenging day.

Time to go home, the scenery was grand.  ~ Dave
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The little town of Beatty, Nevada 
hosted its annual Beatty Days from 
October 25-27. Hundreds of people 
filled the park for the gigantic Chile 
cook-off (lots of competition) a great car 
show, bed races and a fun-filled parade.

The participants dressed in costume, 
threw candy and displayed a remarkable 
flame throwing device.

The community center hosted two 
rooms full of miniature trains complete 
with automated sets, and the third annual 
desert art contest. The theme demanded 
that it be about the rural part of Nevada.

I was pleased to win a first place 
prize and blue ribbon for my encaustic 
painting of a mine town window.

The event was even more fun as we 

were joined by Bob and Sue Jaussaud, 
and Mignon Slentz, who sold her 
incredible mosaic pieces. Her friend 
Robin came and the Gossetts. Barb sold 
her beautiful wrapped wire jewelry with 
stones.

The entire event was expertly planned 
and perfectly run. 

Until Saturday night. The killer wind 
from the north arrived and drove 
everyone home. I doubt if anyone stayed 
for Sunday, but most events were 
completed the day before.

I had fun dancing to their expert 
band, which played everything from 
rock to country!

Be sure to plan on going next year 
and experience it yourselves!! ~ Vicki

2019 Beatty Days
by Vicki Hill

Some of Barbara Gossett’s beautiful jewelry

Vicki with her painting and blue ribbon

Mignon’s mosaics
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Desert Explorers At Large
Anne and George Stoll on the Road

Amazing painted street in Natal, Brazil  
called Beco do Lama (Mud Alley).

We’re just back from another Brazilian rock art 
adventure – not exactly relevant to the California desert 
but hey – you asked for contributions, right? Brazilians 
love color – these images are from a special alley in Natal, 
northeastern Brazil. Some have political meaning, I think. 
The town is famous for its cashews. Thought the art might 
amuse you.
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Who’s Ever Heard of Route 20?
By Bob Jaussaud

We had never heard of Route 20 when 
Sue and I traveled east on our “bucket 
list” trip to see the Fall colors in New 
England and, believe me, the colors were 
nothing short of spectacular. We landed 
in Boston, rented a car, and started a two 
week, 2000 plus mile long tour through 
seasonal beauty and American history. At 
our furthest point we even went into 
Canada to have “tea with Eleanor” at the 
Roosevelt’s summer home, Campobello. 
I hesitate to wax too eloquently about our 
adventure, but along the way we walked 
the Freedom Trail in Boston, strolled 
aboard the historic ship USS 
Constitution, boarded the WW2 
destroyer USS Cassin Young and 
descended into the first U.S. atomic 
powered submarine, the USS Nautilus. 
We rode the trolley at Kennebunkport, 
the steam train at Boothbay and the wind 
at the top of the swaying Penobscot 
Narrows Bridge. We walked in the steps 
of Calvin Coolidge at his boyhood home 
in Plymouth Notch, Vermont and 
Norman Rockwell at his studio in 
Stockbridge. Other highlights along our 
way have to include Lake Champlain, the 
Trapp Family Inn, the snowplow 
museum in Bangor, riding Warner’s 
Ferry, the Bridge of Flowers at Shelburne 
Falls and the “OMG” Olympic ski jumps 
at Lake Placid. Our New England 
experience was all these wonderful 
things plus food “to die for” including 
lobster rolls, Acadia popovers, eggs 
Bigelow, fish chowder and sweet, 
delicious bay scallops. I didn’t think our 
trip could possibly get any better until we 
discovered a historic route across the 
United States that I had never heard of 
before! As I do my research for this 
article I am continuously amazed at what 
I am learning about U.S. Route 20. 

We ended up on U.S. Route 20 on our 
way into Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
when we took a secondary road to check 
out something called “Jacob’s Ladder 
Trail.” As back roads often do, this 

secondary road opened a 
window into a history we had 
precious little knowledge of. 
We learned that in the 1630’s, 
New England colonists used 
this scenic Native American 
trail between the Connecticut 
and Hudson River valleys to 
travel westward. This same 
route later became the 
“Boston Post Road”, as laid 
out by Benjamin Franklin to 
serve as a mail route between 
Boston and New York. The 
route was even used by 
George Washington on his trip 
to assume command of the 
Continental Army. It was a 
tough, muddy wagon road 
over a steep pass, but in 1910 
a bypass around the most 
difficult section, “Jacob’s 
Ladder”, was completed and 
the route became the first 
highway built specifically for 
the newfangled horseless 
carriages. Wow! We had 
stumbled upon the first U.S. 
automobile road! Within a 
few years the route had 
lengthened to include the 
“Yellowstone Trail” and 
quickly spanned the continent 
from Plymouth Rock, 
Massachusetts on the Atlantic 
Ocean to Newport, Oregon on 
the Pacific Ocean. 

The history of U.S. Route 
20 is as amazing as the road 
itself. In 1716, David Howe 
built an Inn named Howe’s 
Tavern along the “Boston Post 
Road” in Massachusetts. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
visited the tavern in 1862 and 
wrote a series of poems 
published in 1863 as the 
“Tales of the Wayside Inn.” 
When Edward Lemon 

Bob’s Vermont Honey

Lake Placid ski jumps

Green Dragon Tavern, Boston
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purchased the Inn in 1892 he renamed  
it Longfellow’s Wayside Inn. In 1923 
Henry Ford bought the Inn, intending  
to create a living museum of Americana.  
To avoid truck noise and road vibrations, 
he paid to build a bypass for U.S. Route 
20 around his property. Henry Ford sold 
the Inn in 1945 and moved to Greenfield 
Village in Dearborn, Michigan, but the 
bypass is still there and the Inn is now 
the oldest operating Inn in the United 
States. 

In the state of New York, part of U.S. 
20 follows the old “Cherry Valley 
Turnpike.” Early pioneers used this route 
to settle the “Western Country” which 
was then upstate New York. A toll road 
was constructed beginning in 1803 as the 
“Third Great Western Turnpike” and it 
ran westward from the old Revolutionary 
War settlement of Cherry Valley. The 
road proved its worth as hundreds of 
covered wagons often made use of it in a 
single day. Government troops used the 
route during the War of 1812 and stage 
coach travel was initiated on it in 1816. 

Heavy freight followed the road until the 
Erie Canal was opened in 1825. The 
Cherry Valley Turnpike remained active 
until the New York Central Railroad was 
completed across the state in the early 
1840’s. Automobile travel eventually 
made the route popular again, but 
construction of the New York State 
Thruway in the 1950’s reduced U.S. 
Route 20 to its current secondary status. 

From Buffalo westward to Cleveland, 
Ohio, U.S. 20 follows the “Buffalo Stage 
Road.” In Cleveland this route followed 
Euclid Avenue, which was better known 
in the late 1800’s as “Millionaires’ Row.” 
The concentration of wealth here was 
unparalleled, far exceeding New York’s 
Fifth Avenue. John D. Rockefeller was 
just one of many obscenely wealthy 
industrialists who built their mansions on 
a ridge high above the avenue 
overlooking Lake Erie. By the 1920’s, 
though, “Millionaires’ Row” was in 
decline and during the Great Depression 
many mansions were converted into 
rooming houses. By the 1960s, the street 

that once rivaled Fifth Avenue was a two-
mile long slum of commercial buildings 
and substandard housing. 

Northwest of the Ohio River, U.S. 
Route 20 was known as the “Maumee 
and Western Reserve Road.” In the 1808 
Treaty of Brownstone, Native American 
tribes ceded land along the right of way 
for this 46 mile long section. Financed by 
land sales, a crude roadway was cleared 
in 1827 but it was nearly impassable 
during wet weather and became known 
as “Mud Pike.” In 1838 the roadway  
was macadamized into a then modern 
gravel road. Milestones were placed 
along it in 1842 and one of the originals 
is still there today. 

Through western Indiana, U.S. 20 was 
built as the “Dunes Relief Road” because 
it bypassed the dunes that are on the 
southern end of Lake Michigan. These 
dunes were once used by Octave Chanute 
to test his glider. Chanute’s discoveries 
were referenced by the Wright Brothers 
for their historic flight. The dunes are 
now part of Indiana Dunes National Park. 

Nautilus Sue USS Destroyer Cassin Young Kennebunkport, Maine Trolley

Rockefeller Mansion, Cleveland Wayside Inn Original monument - Jacob’s Ladder Trail
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The “Yellowstone Trail” portion of 
U.S. Route 20 began in 1912 and was 
named for the park it passed through. 
The Yellowstone Trail Association (YTA) 
was a grassroots organization that wanted 
to improve roads and promote their 
towns. Their goal was, “A good road 
from Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound” 
and they marked their route with arrow 

markings. The YTA lost what funding 
they had for signs when the Great 
Depression started, but the US highway 
numbering system was started in 1926, 
so the trail was already evolving into 
U.S. Route 20, which lives on today. It is 
an amazing 3365 miles long coast to 
coast. What a road trip it would be! ~Bob

We have several new  
faces in our tribe!  

Hope to see you out in the 
desert with us soon!

David Nichols
Essex, CA

Paul Ostapuk
Page, AZ

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

S H O R T  B U S I N E S S  M E E T I N G  -  T H E N  W E  PA R T Y !

S A T U R D A Y

E A T ,  D R I N K &  B E  M E R R Y

A N N U A L  G A G  G I F T  T H E F T  G A M E  !
B E  T H E R E !

11AM • POT LUCK LUNCH

2019

Desert Explorers

Christmas

DECEMBER 7TH

Directions to Ding & Allan’s Home
In Claremont from the I-10 go 

north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past 
Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the 
median (counting from Foothill) turn 
left into the entrance to Griswold’s 
townhomes. You will see a set of three 
gates connected to an ivy-covered 
wall and tile-roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the 
closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 
Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off 
at Baseline and go west on Baseline to 
Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). 
Approach the northern-most gate at 
the entrance. Stop there, and at the 

keyboard punch 037. (There is a 
directory.) That will ring Allan’s 
phone, and he will answer and open 
the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through 
it turning right immediately. Then 
follow the street until the first left 
opportunity. Turn left and again left at 
the next opportunity. The address is 
1430 Sitka. Park in any available 
parking area-not along the curb. The 
1430 on the side of the house should 
be visible from the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow 
the sidewalk to the house entrance. 

Desperation calls for assistance  
(909) 445-0082.

DE Annual Christmas Party & Meeting
Saturday, December 7th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

Rumford, Maine
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Death Valley
January 2020

Leader: We Need One!
Currently in the planning stages. 

Details will be announced as they 
become available. 

San Andreas Fault Line
February 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Follow the fault line from Brawley to 

Whitewater with a geologist to answer 
questions and point out highlights along 
the way. Details will be announced as 
they become available. 

Ocotillo to Borrego
March 19-21, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Start at Ocotillo, explore Dos 

Cabezas and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. 

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

April 3-5, 2020
Pahrump, Nevada

Mark your calendars now! We’ll have 
trips in the area and wine and dine in 
Pahrump. Trips, Rondy Dinner, and guest 

speaker info will be announced as things 
come together.

Shoshone to Pahrump 
Rondy Inbound

April 3, 2020
Leader: Bill Neill

Bill has developed a one-hour slide 
show on geology of the Amargosa 
region designed for presentations to 
Audubon Society / Sierra Club / CA 
Native Plant Society in the Los Angeles 
area. 

When Susan Sorrells learned about 
this last week, she asked if he would 
present the slide show at the Shoshone 
Museum. He proposed Friday, April 3, 
at the start of a DE inbound trip. This 
morning, Susan agreed to this date, 
pending her staff approval, saying “I 
look forward to seeing possibly my 
Desert Explorer friends!”

The inbound trip would consist of 
my presentation at Shoshone Museum, 
followed by a stop at the colorful 
volcanic roadcut exposure east of 
Shoshone along the highway to 
Pahrump.

Paiute Mountain
May 2020

Leader: Marian Johns
No details yet. Stay tuned. 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear.

Details will be announced as they 
become available. 

Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. Details will 
follow after our pre-run. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details will be announced as 
the trip plan develops.

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. More info as the plans 
are fleshed out. Stay tuned.

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details will be announced as they 

become available.

On the drawing board 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the upcoming newsletters 
or call the trip leader if you would like to 
be kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip.
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree

 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess

 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Powell? 
Date to be announced

 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns

 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

From the Trip 
Coordinator 

Please advise the Trip Coordinator 
(me) of the trip anyone plans to lead 

and a date so we don’t have 
conflicting schedules.

Jerry Dupree:  
gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
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I have mentioned briefly before my 
incredible trip with the Lincoln Highway 
Association (LHA) on their cross country 
auto tour commemorating the centennial 
of the 1919 Army Convoy across the 
Lincoln Highway. The original convoy,  
in my opinion, was one of the tremendous 
achievements in American history as it 
provided key insights into the military’s 
ability to transport vehicles over long 
distances that required 
crossing hundreds of 
bridges. (The convoy 
included a young officer 
named Dwight Eisenhow-
er.)  Many of these bridges 
had to be strengthened or a 
new bridge built to accom-
modate military vehicles. 
Needless to say, this 
knowledge came in very 
handy some years later 
doing World War II.

During the first two 
weeks (16 days) in 
September the LHA 
conducted an auto tour 
retracing the path of the original convoy. 
To celebrate the history of the event 
people were encouraged to drive vintage 
vehicles on the trip. I had the opportunity 
to navigate for my friend Brian Suen 
who is the proud owner of a 1958 
Studebaker Hawk. Having the privilege 
of riding in this vehicle made the trip 
even a more special experience.

The LHA did a tremendous job of 
planning the trip. Meals, attractions and 
lodging were pre-arranged and the group 
gathered together for a group dinner, 
sometimes with a speaker, at each 
overnight stop. Several days before the 
trip began we received a spiral bound 

notebook containing 173 pages of route 
instructions! The book also contained 
other information, including lunch stops, 
location of photo opps, and other 
historical sites. I was very impressed 
with the level of detail, including 
historical detail, in this information. The 
LHA also provided an experienced 
support team consisting of a Tour 
Director to handle all of the 
arrangements, a Mapping Coordinator to 
prepare the turn-by-turn instructions, and 
a sweep truck to provide assistance in 
case of any mechanical problems.

I have many memories of this trip 
and the best way to share them is briefly 
talk about the route each day and some 
of the key experiences I had. Below is 
the day-by-day rundown of this 

extraordinary event.
Day 1 (Saturday Aug. 31) - 

Washington, D.C. to Gettysburg, PA.
 The formal trip began on the 

morning of Saturday, August 31 near the 
White House at the Zero Milestone 
Marker.  (This is exactly where the 
original convoy began. )

 The first day consisted of driving on 
mainly back roads from Washington to 
historic Gettysburg Pennsylvania where 
we picked up the Lincoln Highway for 
the first time. This 98 mile route on 
primarily back roads passed through 
rural Maryland and Pennsylvania as we 
headed toward Gettysburg.  We arrived 
in Gettysburg with plenty of time to see 

the Visitor Center and tour the 
Eisenhower Farm. This is just the 
beginning of things to do in this 
wonderful historical town. If you have 
never been there before, allocate at least 
two or three days to see everything. Our 
resting place for the night was the 
Holiday Inn in Gettysburg and we had a 
fabulous meal at the historic Dobbin 
House Tavern.

Day 2 (Sunday September 1) – 
Gettysburg, PA to Greensburg, PA. On 
this warm day we covered a total of 92 
miles as we headed east on mainly the 
Lincoln Highway towards the Pittsburgh 
area. If you think that Pennsylvania is 
flat, dull and boring, you have another 
thing coming. On this route we passed 
over the surprisingly rugged and forested 

Alleghany Mountains. 
The old road goes over 
one after another steep 
pass in an area that, 
believe it or not, is 
somewhat reminiscent of 
the Basin and Range 
country in Nevada. The 
difference is that these 
mountains are heavily 
forested. This area also 
has numerous dirt roads 
that looked oh so 
interesting!

Along the route we 
made a very important 

stop at the Flight 93 National Memorial 
outside of Stoystown, PA. This is the 
location where Flight 93 crashed on 
September 11, 2001. It is now a National 
Park Site with excellent interpretation as 
it pays tribute to the heroic people on 
that flight. This is a must stop if you are 
even close to this area.

After visiting a number of attractions 
along the way, we started to hit the 
outskirts of Pittsburgh and were glad to 
get to Greensburg after a long and 
interesting day. After these first two  
days we still had 14 more days to go  
and I hope to share those experiences  
in the next few months in this 
newsletter. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby



This months’ 
correct guess was the 
Elmer’s Bottle Tree 
Ranch about two 
miles south of  
Hellendale, 
California. Our 
October winners: 
Danny Siler, 
Leonard Friedman, 
Barbara Midlikoski, 
Allan Schoenherr, 
Craig Baker, and 
Nelson Miller. 

Several Native 
American tribes lived 
in the area, namely 
the Mojave and 
Serrano. It is 
believed that the first 
White man to travel 
through was the Franciscan priest 
Francisco Garcés in 1776. He was 
exploring a route to the missions on the 
Coast following the Mojave River.

The original name for Helendale was 
Point of Rocks. There were several early 
trails and roadways through this area of 
the Mojave Desert, including the Mojave 
Trail, which was used by the Indians and 
Father Garcés, the Spanish Trail, the 
Santa Fe Trail, the Mormon Trail, etc.

After Father Garcés, Jedediah Smith 
traveled through the Point of Rocks area 
in 1826 on a fur trapping expedition. In 
1844, John C. Fremont and his guide, 
Kit Carson, traveled through heading 
east via the Cajon Pass. During the 
Mexican–American War, in late 1846 or 
early 1847, the Mormon Battalion 
camped at Point of Rocks on their way 
to Los Angeles. They were released from 
the military shortly afterward and part 
of the battalion returned to Salt Lake 
City through Point of Rocks.

The first Mormon wagon train 
traveled through in about 1851. In 1857, 
Edward Fitzgerald Beale and his camel 
driver, Hi Jolly, brought a famous 
caravan through on the way to 
Wilmington for the Camel Corps. After a 

few horse ridden mail conveyance 
companies during the 1850’s went out of 
business, the short-lived Pony Express 
began its service in the early 1860’s and 
a stone station was built by the river at 
Point of Rocks. The stagecoach station 
at Point of Rocks was located west of 
where the railroad tracks were later put 
down. In about 1863, the station was 
burned by Paiute Indians of the 
Shoshone branch.

The Santa Fe Railroad arrived in the 
1880’s and built a Point of Rocks station, 
which provided a watering stop for the 
steam engine 
locomotives 
then moving 
trains across 
the High 
Desert. On 
December 15, 
1897, the name 
was changed to 
Helen in honor 
of Helen A. 
Wells (born 
1885), daughter 
of railroad 
executive 
Arthur G. Wells 
(1861–1932). 
On September 

22, 1918, the name 
was changed to 
Helendale.

Route 66, or 
National Trails 
Highway, was 
paved and 
officially opened in 
the Helendale area 
in 1926. Helendale 
has a historical 
marker 
commemorating 
the old road that is 
located 100 yards 
south of the 
intersection of 
Route 66 and Vista 
Road. Nearby is 
the World War 2 
Helendale 

Auxiliary Airfield.
In 1969, construction began on two 

man-made lakes, North Lake and South 
Lake, covering approximately 277 acres 
(1.12  km2  ), and a resort community 
called Silver Lakes was built at 
Helendale that opened in the early 
1970’s. Wikipedia

Bob’s balloon ran out of hot air and 
he’s taken to riding a donkey. He found 
this building but doesn’t know if he’s 
close to his cold beer or not. Please help 
him pin down his location. ~ Bob P

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word 
“lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the 
names of winners 
along with his hearty 
thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should 
let him know what area 
he is in, such as “The 
southern part of Death 
Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus 
points for approximate 
GPS coordinates.
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Lost:  
Where  
Am I?

Last month?  
Elmer’s Bottle  
Tree Ranch



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies’ pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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