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El Paso 
Mountains East 

Trip Report
Sunday, April 8, 2018 

By Nelson Miller with photos by 
Jim Watson and Nelson Miller

We left the Desert Empire 
Fairgrounds on Sunday with six 
vehicles, including Nelson & Ellen 
Miller, David 
& Lois Hess, 
Jim Watson 
& Linda 
Sievers, Ron 
& Barbara 
Midlikoski, 
Dave 
Burdick and 
Larry Boreo. 
Our first 
stop was at 
a little grass 
shack, which 
unfortunately was posted “No 
Trespassing.” In this case the owner 
really meant it, because he came 
roaring up on his quad after we had 
already left and politely told us to get 
off his property. 

From there we proceeded on to a 
village site, probably from the Kawaiisu  

   Tribe, although it may have also been  
occupied by Coso. It is thought the site 
may have been occupied at different 
times by the two tribes over the last two 
thousand years. We saw a fair number 
of petroglyphs and some possible check 
dams in the wash, although did not go to 
the upper area where there are possible 
rock alignments. As we continued toward 
Sheep Springs, the road was rougher than 
I remembered from five years ago when I 
was last there. We also passed by a newly 
renovated guzzler for quail. 

We stopped at Sheep Springs for 
lunch. There was a little water in the 
excavated well. We also observed more 
petroglyphs and two large, twenty-foot 
and sixty-foot rock circles, which may 
have had ceremonial use. Larry Boreo 
left us at this point, having torn off 

the running 
boards on 
both sides 
of his truck. 
I told him 
it got even 
rougher from 
this point. 
Unfortunately, 
what I 
remembered 
from this 
stretch of 
Mesquite 

Canyon Road still held and it was very 
rocky. It was made worse, when once 
again I took a wrong turn and lead 
us down Goler Gulch. David Hess 
determined on his tablet GPS that we 
were heading down Goler Gulch, not the 
Canyon I intended. So, we backtracked, 
but not before going over a particularly 
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difficult little ledge. 
Two other groups had 
to wait for us while we 
cleared this ledge. One 
of the groups consisted 
of Jeeps with a guy that 
was teaching them how 
to drive off-road. Earlier, 
we had passed them 
where he had a Jeep 
stuck on a steep bank 
on the side of a wash, 
demonstrating to them 
how to get out of such 
situations. 

On the way 
out we passed the 
remains of Gerbracht 
Camp and Frenchie’s 
Camp. All that 
remains at these sites 
are some slabs and 
part of a chimney. 
Nelson briefly related 
the story of Della 
Gerbracht who used 
to shoot at anyone 
she thought was 
trespassing near 
her claims. By the 
time we reached the 
Redrock-Randsburg 
Road, it was 
getting late, so we 
headed for home, 
bypassing stops to 
look at the townsite 
of Garlock and the 
former mill site 
there. ~ Nelson

No driving advice needed here
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How to spend a 
great Sunday getting 
from Ridgecrest to 
somewhere closer to 
home? First gather a 
congenial group: In this 
case Allan and Ding 
Wicker, Dave Rehrer, 
Bill and Julie Smith, 
Bill Powell, Leonard and Rebecca 
Friedman and fearful leader Jay “Wait, 
this isn’t Mexico!” Lawrence. Next, 
throw in  an unexpected challenge: This 
morning started with an interesting twist. 
Dave’s truck shell refused to open and 
every bit of important gear and food he 
owned was stuck inside with no way to 
get in. The sliding window was waaaaay 
too small for any adult human to crawl 
through and there were no stray children 
to draft into service... The back window 
wouldn’t budge for 
a tool to slide in... 
After much head 
scratching, Bill 
Powell approached 
the brand new 
Tacoma and shell 
with a long-handled 
ax. Onlookers 
gasped! Bill 
Casually reached 
through the tiny 
forward window 
and unlatched the 
shell side window by 
hooking the ax head over the 
latch and pulling. Like he does 
this for a living. Anyway, Bill 
and Dave prevailed, the shell 
was open and we were ready 
for travel.

With some gorgeous 
brilliant blue skies and 
spectacular clouds overhead, 
our intrepid crew headed 
south from the Rondy site 
in Ridgecrest on 395 to 
the Garlock - Redrocks - 

Randsburg Road. 
We traveled west 
to the southern 
end of  Red Rock 
Canyon State 
Park, where we 
enjoyed a scenic 
loop on the 

east side of Highway 14 into a seldom 
visited southeeast backroad corner of 
the park. We were rewarded with views 
of beautiful uplifted and eroded cliffs 
in colors from pale green to gray to tan 
to coral pink then teased by signs that 
kept us from visiting a protected area 
for raptors that is only open during the 

hottest part of the year, 
right when you should 
really be at the beach 
with a fruity drink in 
your hand, not in the 
Mojave desert.

We headed out 
and west to the park 
information center 
and had lunch at one 
of the shaded benches 
and talked about the 
area. Red Rocks is a 
big place, with some 

monumental rock formations, camping 
areas and off-road zones dotting the side 
west of Highway 14.

Bill Powell said his goodbyes and 
headed north to Oregon, Ding and Allan 
headed out to do some photography 
and get an early start south and the rest 
of us saddled up for a loop around the 
northeast part of Red Rocks through the 
El Paso Mountains.

Our first stop was the Old Dutch 
Cleanser Mine, an extensive series of 

large tunnels carved 
out of a large, slanted 
deposit of seismotite 
(also known as 
pumicite). The Cudahy 
Packing Company 
mined this deposit from 
1923 until 1947. The 
25 foot tall veins are 
riddled with corridors 
supported by huge 
columns of material and 
run deep through the 
mountain with openings 
at the top and side for 

2018 Rondy Outbound - Red Rock Canyon & El Paso Mountains
    Words by Jay Lawrence, photos from Julie Smith, Allan Wicker and Jay Lawrence



transport 
by 1-1/2 
ton ore 
carts 
along the 
clifftop to 
be dumped 
into tram 
cars and 
trucked 
to the 
Cudahy 
Camp in 
the valley 
700 feet below. 
Foundations and 
iron hardware 
from the tram and 
ore cart cables are 
still visible today. 
The 288 acre 
claim is privately 
owned and 
available for the 
princely sum of 
$1,150,000 in case 
you would like to 
get into the pumicite business. For 
now, it’s an unique landmark that 
offers some interesting history and 
otherworldly photos.   

We moseyed east along the 
southern border of the Black 
Mountain Wilderness to the Old 
Post Office in Bonanza Gulch, a 
site where gold was discovered 
in 1893 and has been mined ever 
since. Several cabins dot the area, 
including the Sears, the Lundquist 
and Tait-Johnson Cabins. We met Tom, 
a 4WD enthusiast happily occupying 
the Sears cabin waiting for his group 
to arrive. The story goes that it got its 
name because it was built with crates 
from a Sears department store.

A mile south and a bit east we hit 
Bickel Camp, a real open-air museum 
of old mining gear, early tractors and 
trucks, rocks, cable, drilling equipment 
and odds and ends. Walt Bickel was a 
miner and heavy equipment mechanic 
who lived and worked there until his 

death in 1996. 
Today the camp 
is looked after by 

volunteers and is sometimes staffed by 
a caretaker, Joel Nalley. It’s an amazing 
place, worthy of an afternoon of 

exploration. 
Our final 

stop on the 
Bonanza 
Gulch / Last 
Chance 
Canyon loop 
was Burro 
Schmidt’s 
tunnel, a 
half-mile 
hole through 

granite bedrock 
that exits 
overlooking 
Koehn Dry 
Lake. Burro 
had grand 
plans for the 
tunnel, to haul 
ore through 
the ridge rather 
than down the 
“dangerous 

back trail.” Even though a road 
down Last Chance Canyon to 
Mojave was completed in 1920, 
Burro dug on, using a pick and 
shovel and a burro to move 
almost 6,000 tons of rock. The 
vandalized remains of his house 
are just around the corner from 
the tunnel entrance and serve 
as a sad testament to human 
behavior.

We headed northeast 
to join Mesquite Canyon 
Road, then southeast 
down canyon to join 
the Redrock Randsburg 
Road near the Garlock 
townsite. We said our 
goodbyes, and aired 
up our tires. Dave 
headed east to 395, the 
Friedmans, Smiths and 
I headed west toward 
Mojave. It was a fine, 
fine day.   ~ Jay
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 One of the highlights of this year’s 
Rondy was the petroglyph tour on the 
China Lake Naval Weapons Base. The 
trip was planned months in advance for 
a maximum of 20 people. Each person 
filled out a thorough 
three page security 
application form and our 
vehicles were searched 
for contraband such 
as fire arms, alcohol, 
or whatever. We had 
to wake up very early, 
pack and check out of 
our hotel, eat breakfast, 
and gather at the 
museum at 6:15 
a.m. It turned out 
to be a “hurry up 
and wait” situation 
and we finally got 
under way and 
then stopped at 
the place where 
our vehicles were 
searched, which 
further delayed 
us. We finally got 
rolling again and were 
stopped due to some top 
secret activity ahead of us. 
We were not permitted to 
get out of our vehicles. 

We got to the 
parking lot leading to 
a small canyon and 
there was a restroom. 
There were friendly 
and knowledgeable 
guides who were about 
a five to one ratio. We 
were required to be 
accompanied by a guide everywhere 
we went. Walking started out easy 
until we had to crawl and slide down 
rocks to a lower level. There are at 
least 10,000 petroglyphs on the rocks 

on both sides of the canyon. They date 
at least 20,000 years of human history. 
They depict animals such as big horn 
sheep, dogs, quail, people using early 
weapons, and unidentifiable designs. 

The petroglyphs were made by chipping 
or etching the accumulation of “desert 
varnish”, leaving the underlying rock 
which creates the design. The age of 
the petroglyph can be determined by 

the amount of desert varnish that has 
formed back since the original design 
was made. Another way is by the type 
of weapon the figures are shown with. 
The earlier petroglyphs show a type 

of spear launcher, while the more 
recent ones are shown with a bow 
and arrow. The bow and arrow had 
many advantages including range, 
accuracy, and most importantly, the 
ability to launch an arrow laying 
down rather than a spear from a 
standing position. 

As I looked at the petroglyphs 
that were made over a span of 
20,000 years, I was wondering 
why the artistic ability remained 

unchained rather 
than evolving to 
better artistry. 
In looking 
at children’s 
art I notice 
more complex 
abilities as the 
children develop 
technique and 
ability. First 

graders tend to draw stick 
figures with each design 
standing alone. Second graders 
include scenes such as a sun 
with a smile, houses with 
smoke coming from chimneys, 
groups of people such as 
a family, clouds, and birds 
flying. By the third grade, 
the scenes show proportional 
arms, legs, clothing, hats, 
and detailed animals such as 
dogs and cats. As each child 
matures, so does their art. The 

pictures are from front and side angles 
with facial expressions. The petroglyphs 
don’t show this kind of progression. I 
tend to think the “artists” were likely to 
be young children in each generation 
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2018 Rondy Petroglyph Tour 
   Trip report and photos by Jerry Dupree



performing this activity while the adults 
and older children were hunting and 
gathering food. That’s my theory based 
on observation of children expressing 
themselves in graphic art and clay 
sculptures. 

I decided not to continue the trip 
further down the canyon and turned back. 
On the way back I slipped on a smooth 
rock and fell down. It could have been 
serious if I hadn’t landed the way I did.  
I could have broken ribs, arms, and 
wrists. I was stiff and sore for a long time 
after the incident. I am disappointed that 
I am no longer young enough and not in 
physical shape like I used to be. Nothing 
got hurt except my dignity. ~ Jerry
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I just learned of Charles Hughes’ 
death and it saddened me. We had 
some good times together and I choose 
to remember those. Some of you 
may recall that years ago, Sue and I 
had an old mobile home at our place 
on the Colorado River. It was old to 
begin with and it rapidly got a lot 
older with each party. It eventually got 
so dilapidated that Sue refused 
to stay in it. That is when Tom 
Church and I began our “wine and 
river” trips together. We amused 
ourselves by working on Harley 
Davidson and old car projects 
in the garage. Charles regularly 
joined us and Jim Proffit came out 
when he could. We thought the 
good times would never end. 

Charles was a good chef 
and applied himself at our old 
mobile man cave. We ate very 
well. One time Charles decided to make 
chicken nuggets from scratch for dinner. 
I remember Charles coming up to the 
garage where I was working to tell me 
I had better get down to the mobile if I 
wanted any. It seems that Tom was eating 
them as fast as Charles could make them. 

Another time we were working on 
the really old John Deere tractor that I 
had collected. It was so old that it didn’t 
have an electric starter. One had to spin 
the giant flywheel in hopes that it would 
fire up. I was not having any success. 
Charles suggested that we might try and 
tow it behind his brand new Hummer to see if it would start. Securely 
attached to the Hummer with a stout pull chain, the tractor did indeed 
start. In fact, it chugged along and was picking up speed. I didn’t know 
which lever to pull to stop it. The tractor was headed straight for the 
back of the Hummer when Charles finally saw what was happening in 
his rear view mirror. He floored the Hummer and it sped ahead... until 
it reached the end of the chain. Thankfully, the tractor quit, to never run 
again, and we ground to a halt. 

Now Tom, Jim and Charles are gone, but they are not forgotten. 

Chicken Nuggets and 
John Deere

By Bob Jaussaud



Attending: Bill & Julie Smith, Barbara 
Midlikowski, Ding & Allan Wicker, 
Bobby Sanchez & Daniel Dick, Terry 
Ogden, Ruth & Emmett Harder, Jerry & 
Dolly Dupree, Bob Jacoby, Jay Lawrence
Meeting Opened 11:40 a.m.
Previous Minutes Approved.
Regrets Deb & Steve Marschke, Neal & 
Marian Johns
Treasurer At our last meeting, our 
treasury totaled $5,291.56 and as of May 
10 we stand at $4,858.23 with a number 
of subscription renewals pending. We 
cleared a whopping $23 on the 2018 
Rondy, with a few surprise expenses 
cropping up including $42 for two 
folding chairs. This year’s Rondy had 35 
registrations with 60 people attending. 20 
people went on the Sunday tour of Little 
Petroglyph Canyon. All said, the DE is in 
fine financial shape.
Newsletter Newsletter is going well, 
getting good reports. Jay offered training 
time to anyone interested in learning 
the software and assembly procedure. 
Several people expressed interest and 

we’ll move forward with that later this 
summer, probably starting with a demo 
and some hands-on sampling after one 
of our planning meetings. This will be 
an ongoing project and anyone who is 
interested is welcome to spectate or join 
in. Business cards with DE website info 
and bumper stickers were discussed, 
budgeted and approved. Jay will proceed 
on this to be reimbursed by treasurer Bill 
as needed. Total expenses are estimated to 
run around $2-300 total for 250 bumper 
stickers and enough DE cards for every 
member who wants them. The cards will 
only have DE info on them and will not 
have individual member names on them.
Rondy All agreed our Satuday speaker 
Sandy Rogers was outstanding. 
The Rondy went pretty well overall 
considering the high winds and somewhat 
flaky fairgrounds site management. Most 
agreed we should try for more trips each 
day on future Rondezvous dates. Trips 
that we did have were excellent but a bit 
oversubscribed, which makes travel and 
leading a bit of a handful. This year we 
had fewer campers and more motelers. 
The facilities were adequate, but not 
great. Big thanks to Dolly Dupree for 
her loan of an excellent wireless PA for 
our speakers and to Jerry Dupree and 
Bob Jacoby for the many hours planning 
and arranging the food and venue. Next 
year we will try and have less wind. 
Two venues for next year were put 
forth, Barstow and Boulder City, with 

the Boulder City getting an enthusiastic 
response and a go-ahead to start 
preliminary planning for 2019. 
Website Deb reported through Bob 
Jacoby that the site is doing well and 
up-to-date. Nothing is on fire and the site 
gets a lot of views as well as serving as a 
gateway for new members. 
Subscriber Guide Tabled. 
Museum No new news, need to fill board 
member spots. Finances are good.
Trips Mal Roode resigned his Trip 
Coordinator post after a doing a terrific 
job for so many years. He will be sorely 
missed and new TC Jerry Dupree will 
have to work hard to fill his shoes.
Upcoming trips: 
 • Hastings Cutoff - July 9-11
 • Sequoia Groves 2-3 day trip late 

summer - Nelson Miller
 • White Mountains & Chalfant Valley - 

Jay Lawrence, late August
 • Route 66 - Bob Jacoby, no date yet
New Business None
Next meeting July 28th at Neal & Marian 
Johns’ house
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It was with 
sadness that 
we learned of 
the passing of 
DE member 

Charles Hughes. Charles was a very 
brilliant guy who lived an interesting 
life. He and his wife Mary spent many 
winters in the Mojave to escape the 
harsh winters of their native New 

England. Upon joining the Desert 
Explorers they became enthralled 
with the desert and its history. During 
this time Charles made important 
contributions to our club. We offer Mary 
our condolences and wish her the best.

On the lighter side, I am pleased to 
announce that Jerry Dupree has accepted 
the position of Trip Coordinator. Jerry 
will replace Mal Roode who did a great 

job in this position for many years. 
In this capacity, Jerry will coordinate 
our trip schedule and help ensure that 
we come closer to meeting our goal of 
at least one trip per month. Trips are 
the lifeblood of the DE and we are in 
good hands with Jerry coordinating the 
process. Please check the trip schedule 
as we already have some good stuff 
coming up this summer.  ~Bob 

Chairman’s Corner by Bob Jacoby

Desert Explorers Meeting Minutes  • May 12th, 2018



Last month our Lost puzzle location 
was Benton Crossing, just north of 
Lake Crowley, near the Owens River. 
Only two correct guessers this time... 
Our winners are Ken Hemkin and Randy 
Matthews.

Benton is one of the oldest existing 
towns in Mono County. Benton was 
founded by the western Indians who 
came to make use of its hot springs. As 
the nearby towns of Bodie and Aurora 
grew in size and population, Benton 
soon became a check-point for travelers 
on the way south in 1852.[9]

Gold was discovered in the 
hills of Benton in 1862, and its 
population quickly grew. After 
hitting the initial strike of gold, 
not much more was found, 
but Benton’s profits were soon 
primarily from silver. Unlike 
other mining towns, Benton was 
able to provide enough for the 
town to thrive and flourish for 
approximately 50 years. Although 
most mining activity occurred 
between 1862 and 1890, the town 
never completely collapsed.

The Carson and Colorado 
Railroad reached Benton in 1883. 
The Carson and Colorado Railway 

was a U.S. three foot narrow gauge 
railroad that ran from Mound House, 
Nevada, to Keeler, California below the 
Cerro Gordo Mines. It was incorporated 
on May 10, 1880 as the Carson and 
Colorado Railroad, and construction 
on the railroad began on May 31, 1880. 
Three foot narrow gauge track was 
chosen to reduce cost. Much of the route 
now parallels U.S. Route 95 Alternate, 
U.S. Route 95, Nevada State Route 360 
and U.S. Route 6.

The Carson & Colorado began 
operations with a single Baldwin 4-4-0, 

the Candelaria. The first 
train arrived at Keeler 
on August 1, 1883. The 
300-mile route reached 
an altitude of 7100 feet 
in Montgomery Pass. The 
railroad served an arid 
area heavily dependent 
on mineral resources for 
economic activity. The 
line was reorganized as 
the Carson and Colorado 
Railway in 1892 to 
reduce accumulated debt. 
(Wikipedia) ~Bob P

Bob’s lost again 
when he went hot-air 
ballooning over the 
Mojave and the wind 
carried him far off from 
the starting point. Help 

him find out where he is on the map so 
he can put-down and call for Lyft. Send 
your guess for this month’s puzzle to 
Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.com with 
the word “lost” in the subject. He will 
publish the names of winners along 
with a his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ?  
Benton Crossing near Lake Crowley

Lost: Where am I?Lost: Where am I?

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com


Eastern Sierras
Thurs-Sat, June 21-23, 2018

Meet at the Eastern California 
Museum in Independence on 
Wednesday, June 21 at 11:00 a.m. 
Explore stamp mill in Independence 
with camping in the Buttermilks on 
Wednesday night. Explore various 
mining sites in the Inyo-Mono 
region including Montgomery Pass, 
Masonic, Tioga Pass and possibly 
Silverado Canyon and Cottonwood 
Creek depending upon the time and 
conditions. This is an exploratory 
trip - high clearance 4x4 with working 
CB required. Contact Ron Lipari at 
ronaldlipari@gmail.com or by cell at 
805-444-5284.

Hastings Cutoff 
Expedition

Mon-Wed, July 9-11, 2018
Join Bob Jacoby and Bill Powell for 

an exploration of the infamous Hastings 
Cutoff of the California Trail. We will 
rendezvous outside Wendover, UT on 
July 9th for a three day trip through the 
back country of Eastern Nevada. The 
off-road distance is approximately 250 
miles. We will be going over several 
passes and the altitude will be between 
4000 and 6000 ft. We will have the 
option of staying overnight in Wells, 
NV the first night or camping at a Forest 
Service campground. The second night 
we intend to camp at a county recreation 
area. We will be able to gas up in Wells 
after the first hundred miles. Fuel is 
available about 20 miles from the second 
overnight stop if needed. The route 

conditions vary from pavement to near 
bush whacking. Some areas may be 
muddy depending on weather. One of 
the passes goes through a juniper forest 
where clearance can be tight. Four wheel 
drive will be mandatory. Expect to see 
lots of wildlife. While pre-running the 
route, Bill encountered numerous elk, 
antelope, wild horses, and golden eagles. 
There will be opportunities for soaking 
in natural hot springs as well. Contact 
Bill at 1221102@gmail.com or (541) 
908-0826 for more info. GPS waypoints 
are available.

In the Planning Stages 
Details for these trips are sketchy at 

the moment. Look for more information 
in the next newsletter or call the trip 
leader if you would like to be kept in the 
loop, help plan or assist in leading the 
trip. If you have an idea for a trip, sing 
out! This is what makes our group go!

 • Southern end of Sequoia trip, third 
weekend in August - Nelson Miller

 • White Mountains & Chalfant 
Valley Petroglyphs – Late August 
2018 Jay Lawrence 3-4 days in the 
Big Pine to Bishop area. Fire status 
of area will dictate dates and routes. 
More info in July DE Newsletter.

 • Route 66 – Spring 2018 Bob Jacoby 
3-4 days New Mexico border to 
Victorville, 4WD original alignments 
of Route 66

 • Tour of Death Valley  
Emmett Harder & Matt Jones

 • Butte Valley Area   
Emmett Harder. Death Valley
Leader contact information is also 

listed on the Trip Leader List on the  
last page of this newsletter.

10 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 264 May 2018

Calendar of Upcoming 
Trips & Events

Desert Explorer and artist Mignon 
Slentz just finished this outstanding  
4’x 6’ mosaic mural which was installed 
in a private home in Boulder City. DE 
members are probably familiar with the 
mosaic mirrors she donates to the Silent 
Auction at our Rendezvous each year.

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Mikkel Hansen Lake Forest NR6E
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KB7LZ
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM

mailto:ronaldlipari@gmail.com
mailto:1221102@gmail.com
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One of the most important aspects of 
leading a trip is to prepare an informative 
and complete trip description that will 
appear in the DE newsletter as well 
as the website. There are a number of 
pieces of information that need to be 
addressed so that our members can make 
an informed decision as to whether or 
not a particular trip is appropriate for 
them. The key things which should be 
addressed are as follows:
 1. Start and end dates. The duration 

of the trip, including the starting 
and ending dates should be very 
clear. If it is just a one day trip that 
should be made clear.

 2. Trip destination and planned 
activities. Make it clear where the 
trip is going and clearly indicate 
if there will be hiking or other 
activities involved in the trip.

 3. CB Channel (usually 13 for DE). 
Remember that really older CBs 
only have channels 1-20. Also, 
remember that it is mandatory to 
have a CB to go on trips.

 4. Driver’s skill level required, 
if other than “average” may be 
needed. The participants need to 
know how difficult the trip may be.

 5. Potluck Dinner. If the trip is more 
than one day, any plans for a pot 

luck dinner should be announced. 
 6. Warnings (better here than on the 

trail, when it’s too late!) Please give 
advance notice of: scary cliff sides, 
high altitudes, steep or off-camber 
roads, salt water, heavy brush (pin 
striping), boulder-hopping, etc. 
Consider using the “Mitchell scale” 
of trail conditions to be expected, as 
outlined in the guidebooks authored 
by Roger Mitchell.

 7. Dogs OK? Be aware that some 
destinations may have restrictions.

 8. Special fees, permits, or licenses. 
A good example is the need for 
each vehicle to have an Adventure 
Pass.

 9. Firewood? If it’s a multi-day trip, 
this can be a necessity.

 10. Reservation required in advance 
with trip leader? Each trip is 
different and the description should 
indicate what the leader requires. 
Include primary contact information 
even if it is already in the published 
leader list.

 11. Limitation on number of vehicles 
allowed? This is also a decision 
of the trip leader and if there are 
restrictions, it should be noted in 
the description.

 12. High Clearance and/or four 
wheel drive required? Locking 
differential? Maximum wheelbase? 
For more difficult trips, the leader 
should make this very clear in the 
description.

13. Provide an estimate of travel 
miles, if possible. (Some vehicles 
get better mileage than others, so 
drivers may have to plan to bring 
gas cans.) Better if a breakdown by 
“highway” vs. “off road” miles if 
you can.

 14. Meeting time and location (if 
reservation is not needed). This is 
usually not published if an RSVP is 
required. 

 15. Foul weather contingency plans, 
if needed. In some cases trips may 
be canceled if there is rain around.

Great trips and great leaders are the 
goals of the DE. If we write complete 
trip descriptions we have taken a major 
step toward achieving these goals. When 
you have completed writing the trip 
description, it should be forwarded to the 
Trip Coordinator.

How to Write a Trip Description
By Bob Jacoby

Directions to Neal & Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest into 

the mountains following Lytle Creek Wash. 
You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) and shortly 

continue through a stoplight. 
Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger Station and 

two stores on the right and our two story house is on the left 
behind a black iron fence directly across the street from the white, 
modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 feet 
too far. Several friendly dogs will greet you but are confined 
behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers  
July Meeting

Saturday July 28th
11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Marian & Neal Johns’ Home
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After over 50 years of exploring on 
the desert, we have discovered something 
new and it is not nice! This last April we 
encountered ticks for the first time. On a 
hiking trip into the Old Woman Mountains 
a friend discovered ticks on herself and 
her clothing, and later inside her truck. On 
the other side of I-40, in the Providence 
Mountains, I discovered a tick on my arm. 

These nasty little creatures are not to 

be taken lightly. Bob’s nephew had his 
whole life permanently altered when he 
contracted Lyme Disease. So, a word to 
the wise. Do everything you can to avoid 
ticks. Wear long pants and long sleeve 
shirts and use insect repellent when in the 
boonies. But most importantly, be aware 
that they may be there. If you do get a 
tick bite try and collect the tick and see a 
doctor ASAP.  ~ Sue

Ick! Ticks! 
By Sue Jaussaud

Description Belonging to the family 
Ixodidae, the western black-legged tick 
is considered a slow-feeding hard tick 
which possesses a plated body armor. It 
is primarily found in the western region 
of the United States, particularly in 
northern California, and in southwestern 
Canada.

An adult male is around 2.54 mm in 
size (about the size of the headphone 
plug on your cell phone), oval-shaped, 
and brownish-black in color. Due to the 
presence of a scutum on the dorsal side 
of the male, they are unable to feed in 
large quantities. Therefore, males of this 
species are unable to become engorged.

An unfed adult female is around 3.18 
mm in size (about 1/8”), has a brown-
black plate on the anterior back, an 
orange abdomen, and forward-projecting 
mouth-parts which enable feeding. 
While feeding, the adult female may 
engorge and expand to 9.5 mm (about 
3/8”) or longer.

Range Ixodidae pacificus is found 
in the western region of the United 
States and in southwestern Canada. 
Although most prevalent in California, 
the tick has also been found in five other 
western states. These include Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, Nevada, and Arizona. 
I. Pacificus has also been recorded in 
British Columbia.

Habitat
Nymphs Nymphal stage ticks prefer 

a habitat consisting of dense woodlands 

with many leaves and areas littered 
with fir needles. It is most common to 
encounter western black-legged tick 
nymphs in areas with large amounts 
of shed leaves on the ground. This life 
stage of the tick may be encountered 
when humans are in direct contact with 
logs, branches, and shed leaves. These 
locations are where nymphal ticks seek 
out hosts.

Adults Both adult females and males 
prefer a habitat with an abundance of 
short vegetation. They may be found 
in grasslands, woodland grass, or 
brush areas. Unlike nymphal ticks, 
adult western black-legged ticks 
prefer to climb vegetation and wait for 
hosts to pass by. As such, these ticks 
are commonly encountered in open 
grasslands, at the border of trails in 
parklands, and in areas that are able to 
maintain a deer population.

Life Cycle The life cycle of Ixodes 
pacificus consists of four life stages: 
egg, larva, nymph, and adult. It takes 
approximately three years for the tick to 
complete its life cycle.

Larvae, which emerge from eggs after 
approximately 53-55 days, take blood 
meals from vertebrates, such as lizards 
and birds. Protein from the blood meals, 
during the 4-10 day feeding period, 
enable the larvae to transform into 
immature nymphs after approximately 
37-38 days. In order for the nymph to 
reach the adult stage, they continue 
to feed for 7-11 days on the blood of 

vertebrates. After 30 days, an adult tick 
emerges. Female adults will consume 
blood meals from medium and large-
sized mammals, and then deposit eggs in 
areas of leaf litter or soil. Female adult 
ticks can deposit between 790 and 1,300 
eggs over a period of 33-40 days.

Disease Transmission The western 
black-legged tick is a vector for Lyme 
disease, which is caused by infection 
with Borrelia burgdorferi. After 
feeding on a host animal infected 
with the bacterium, the tick is then 
able to transmit it to other animals, 
including humans, through subsequent 
blood meals. The nymphal stage, 
and sometimes adult female ticks, 
are responsible for the majority of 
transmission events. Nymphal ticks 
primarily feed on small animals and 
humans during the spring and early 
summer, while adult ticks are most 
active during the winter and seek out 
hosts from late fall to spring.

In order for a human to be infected 
by the bacterium, the tick carrying it 
must be attached for approximately 36 
to 48 hours. Due to the smaller size of 
the nymphal stage ticks, approximately 
2 mm, they are more likely to go 
unnoticed when attached to a human. 
This enables a nymph to potentially stay 
attached longer to the host it is feeding 
on. For this reason, the nymphal stage is 
primarily responsible for transmission 
of Borrelia burgdorferi. ~ Wikipedia 
(footnotes and references on website)
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Extension of Public Comment Period for Management Plan for 
Developed Water Sources and Environmental Assessment, Mojave 
National Preserve 
 
 
BARSTOW—The National Park Service has prepared a Management Plan and 
Environmental Assessment for Developed Water Sources in Mojave National 
Preserve.  The Plan was made available March 20 for public comment; the public 
comment period has been extended to July 19, 2018.  
 
The document is available online at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/moja_waterplan_ea; it 
is also available at Mojave National Preserve’s three visitor centers. Comments on the 
project may be submitted online (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/waterplan_ea) or mailed. 
All correspondence may be directed to: 

 
Superintendent 
Mojave National Preserve 
ATTENTION: Water Plan & EA-Comments 
2701 Barstow Road 
Barstow, California 92311 

 
-NPS- 

 
417 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local 
history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  

Release Date: May 22, 2018 
Contact: Danette Woo, Mojave National Preserve, (760) 252-6107   
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Mojave National Preserve News Release 
 

Mojave National Preserve 
2701 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA, 92311  
(760) 252-6101 
www.nps.gov/moja 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 

Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert
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Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email

Robert & Shirley Bolin Newsletter Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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