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San Bernardino 
Mountains Trip

September 19-21
Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud

It was advertised as an exploratory 
and that is what it turned out to be. 
But hey! Those roads looked OK on 

Google Earth. 
After the group (Vicki, Ron, Glenn, 

Nelson, Neal, Marian, Bob &Sue) 

assembled at Valley Wells, we decided to 
take a short side trip to see the Mohawk 
Mine. Well… the road in was awful and  

Castle Dome City
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      the mine we finally found was on the  
    opposite side of the mountain from 
the mine we wanted to see. Working our 
way around the mountain, we finally 
found the Mohawk, which turned out 
to be pretty neat after all. There was 
even an old tin shack still standing. The 
morning had evaporated, so we decided 
to have lunch before continuing. 

The road to Pachalka Spring was so 
much nicer than the road to the Mohawk 
Mine. So much so, that we missed 
seeing a large pothole. Marian found it, 
though, and totally collapsed one of the 
front shock absorbers on her new truck. 
Her front tire was dragging in the wheel 
well. The only solution was to put on 
her smaller spare tire, which provided 
enough wheel clearance so she could 
limp back to civilization. While we 

were working on the Johns’ truck, Vicki 
showed us a nice petroglyph panel not 
far from where we were stuck.  

Pioneer Saloon

http://www.desertexplorers.org


It was late in the afternoon by the time 
we were ready to move on,so we decided 
to proceed to the first acceptable camp 
spot and enjoy the evening together, as 
Neal & Marian would not be able to 
continue with us the next day. 

As luck would have it, we located 
a nice site above a wash and set up 
camp. We were a good ways up the 
side of Clark Mountain, so the weather 
was very pleasant. Exploring the area 
around camp on foot, we located the 
four really nice arrastras I had seen on 
Google Earth and an old mine and rock 
shelter just a short ways up the wash. As 
daylight waned, 
we thoroughly 
enjoyed a 
traditional happy 
hour and Ron 
fixed one of his 
famous pasta and 
meatball dinners 
for us all. Nelson 
and Marian 
contributed their 
tasty salads. It 
was a special 
evening. 

The next 
morning we 
worked our way back to pavement and 
Nelson volunteered to follow Neal 
& Marian back to Valley Wells while 
the rest of us located the next turn off. 
When Nelson returned, we headed east 
on the north side of Clark Mountain in 
search of the Green Cabin. We detoured 
a bit to checkout the Beatrice Mine and 
the ruins of Stonewall, finally arriving at 
Green’s Cabin precisely at lunch time. 
Sue had researched the cabin history, 
which was occupied by the Greens from 
1900 to1920. Lunch was in the shade of 
the front yard tree. 

After lunch, we skirted the 
Colosseum Mine tailings and located a 
little used road that led us to the Frank 
Curtis Cabin. We found the cabin totally 
intact and very usable, as the local 
mice can testify. It was an amazing find 
though. Moving on, we descended Clark 

Mountain on the 
east side via the very 
steep Colosseum 
Mine Road, turning 
off to visit the 
remains of Ivanpah. 
By now, it was late 
in the afternoon and 
warm at the lower 
elevations, so it was 
agreed we would 
head to the Spring 
Mountains and stay 
at the “99 Cabin.” 
We received a phone 

message from 
Marian that 
she and Neal 
had arrived 
home safely. 

The 
road up the 
east side of 
the Spring 
Mountains 
was very 
rocky and 
slow. Along 
the way, we 
encountered 
a herd of 14 
or more wild 

horses. They were beautiful 
and it was amazing how close 
they allowed us to get. Vicki 
took some great photos! It was 
6 p.m. when we finally arrived 
at the cabin, an A-frame located 
high up on the east side of the 
mountains. Our campsite was 
cramped and windy, but we 
again enjoyed our happy hour, 
which was followed shortly 

by Sue’s vegetarian chili 
dinner and complimented 
with Vicki’s salad and apple 
muffins and Ron’s sesame 
seed cookies. Glenn had early 
commitments the next day, so 
he left us shortly after dinner. 
It was a night drive in the 
dark, but he emailed that he 
arrived home safely. 

It was still windy and cool 
in the morning, so we all 
agreed to skip breakfast and 
head out. After a few hours 
of rocky road, we arrived 
at Goodsprings just in time 
for breakfast at the Pioneer 
Saloon. It was a really good 
meal that we all enjoyed 
immensely. 

After breakfast, we said 
our goodbyes to Ron and 
Vicki, who wanted to beat the 
traffic home. Nelson, Sue  
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Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal

 
and I headed on to explore the Lucy 
Grey Mine southeast of Primm. After 
coming to a dead end on the original 
road into Lucy Grey Canyon, we found 
an old mine road that led to the mouth of 
the canyon. Unfortunately, from there, 

on the road 
was pretty much washed out. We worked 
our way to within site of the cabin and 
walked the final distance. We could see 
that the cabin had once been a special 
place, but it is in sad shape now. Our exit 
was via the paved road between Desert 

Siding and Nipton, where we each went 
our separate ways. 

It had been a wonderful few days 
exploring in the desert with great people. 
We are so lucky!   ~Bob

Photos: Bob & Sue Jaussaud, Vicki Hill

Four 
Arrastras?

By: Nelson Miller
I am still in search of a mining 

historian and engineer who would 
explain to me the mines, equipment, 
and oddities we find in the Mojave. In 
the Clark Mountain area, we recently 
found four relatively primitive, but 
very well-preserved, virtually side-by-
side Arrastras. The mining in 
the area seemed fairly modern 
with use of a bulldozer. Was 
this an old site, which someone 
wanted to further explore, or 
is this someone’s poor-man’s 
version of a four-stamp mill? 
This is somewhat tongue-
in-cheek, but seriously, any 
thoughts? It certainly was 
interesting, but as you can see 
I was running out of light and 
did not really get to examine 
these in great detail. ~Nelson

   

Green’s cabin

Stonewall 



Explore Nevada
October 23-27, 2017

Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Nevada beckons again. We want to 

revisit some favorite spots and check 
out some new ones. We’ll start at 
Tonopah, NV and work our way north, 
crisscrossing the Monitor Valley. At 
Austin, NV our route will turn south, 
crisscrossing the Toiyabe Range. Time 
permitting, we’ll noodle through the 
Cedar and Pilot Mountains before 
beginning our journey home. Capable 
backroad vehicles only please.  
No large rigs. Let us know if you would 
like to join us and we will send more 
information as we refine the trip. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Borate and the 
Calico Mountains
Saturday, November 4, 2017

Leader: Nelson Miller
Meet at the Desert Market, 35596 

Santa Fe Ave., Daggett, CA 92327 
(Daggett-Yermo Road from I-40 or 
Ghost Town Road from the I-15, to 
Santa Fe Ave., just north of railroad 
tracks) on Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  Learn 
about and explore borax settling ponds 
and the location of the Pacific Coast 
Borax Company operations, including 
the site of Marion, Borate, Tin Can 
Alley, and Mule Canyon, where 20-mule 
wagons hauled borate ore, which over 
time was also hauled by a steam tractor 
and eventually a narrow gauge railroad.  
Also explore the colorful canyons of the 
Calico Hills.

Lucerne Valley 
Explorations

Saturday, December 2, 2017
Leader: Nelson Miller

We will continue exploration of Bill 

Mann’s Volume 5, Guide to the Beautiful 
and Historic Lucerne Valley, focusing 
on the north slope of the San Bernardino 
Mountains, where there are more mines, 
geology, and history to be explored.

Meet in the southeast corner of 
the parking lots at the Lucerne Valley 
Market, 32946 State Highway 18 
(northeast corner of Barstow Road and 
Highway 18, Lucerne Valley) at 9:00 a.m.  

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required.

2018 Annual 
Desert Explorers 

Rendezvous
Friday-Sunday, April 6-8, 2018

In the planning stages:

Black Mountains Area - January 2018 
Nelson Miller will lead Sunday trip 
combined with Saturday museum work 
party and overnight at Paradise Springs. 

Mojave Heritage Trail - January 2018 
Neal & Marian Johns and Nelson Miller 
will be leading a two day trip on the 
first segment of the Mojave Heritage 
Trail out of Needles. Date is still 
undetermined. 

Tour of Death Valley - Early 2018 
Brett also suggested a trip in Death 
Valley. Emmett Harder and Matt 
Jones could/would co-lead sometime 
February/March 2018. Could include the 
racetrack, Ubehebe Crater, Skiddoo, Old 
Woman Springs. Planning will begin, 
details to follow.

Butte Valley - Early 2018 and Emmett’s 
cabin area. Emmett Harder. Possible 
second trip to this area of Death Valley. 
Early 2018 due to heat in Spring.

Overland Trail - March 2018 Jerry 
Dupree will lead trip along the old stage 
line from Salton Sea to Julian.

Hastings Cutoff - Spring 2018 Bill 
Powell is putting together an October 
trip in Nevada for 2-3 days covering the 
Hastings Cutoff. 

Route 66 - Spring 2018 original 
alignments. Brett Henrich loved the 
trip led by Joe De Kehoe and wanted 
to expand on it. Bob Jacoby will put 
this together and lead it. Four day trip 
will go from the New Mexico border to 
Victorville in segments so people can 
join for all or part of the trip.
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Mikkel Hansen Lake Forest NR6E
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff AZ KQ1S
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM

mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
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ur most recent meeting was 
on Saturday, September 9th 
and it turned out to be quite 

a memorable morning. I was concerned 
going into the meeting that we only had 
two trips scheduled and I was hoping 
that we could conjure up some more 
activity. I have to say that my concerns 
were alleviated and then some! Just 
about everyone at the meeting stepped 
up and by the time we were done we had 
commitments for ten more trips!! I wish 
we had that thirty minutes or so on video 
because it was amazing.

Below is list of the trips we discussed. 
Some of them may appear elsewhere in 
this newsletter as formally scheduled 
trips while others are still in the planning 
stages but very likely will happen. Here 
is what we came up with:

Hastings Cutoff Trip (Bill Powell).  
This three day trip will likely be next  
spring and will start in Wendover, Utah 
and finish near Elko, Nevada. It will 
follow the trail used by the Donner Party 
on their nightmare trip to California in 
1846. Bill has already mapped the trail 
and this should be a memorable trip.

Black Mountain Excursion (Nelson 
Miller). Nelson plans to lead a Sunday 
trip to this area near Barstow combined 
with a Saturday museum work party and 
overnight camp at Paradise Springs. This 
will likely be in January 2018. 

Lucerne Valley Area (Nelson Miller). 
Nelson will lead this trip focused on 
the north face of the San Bernardino 
Mountains. This trip will probably be  
on November 4.

Lucerne Valley Rocket Launch 
(Nelson Miller). Nelson will lead yet 
another excursion. This time to the big 
rocket launch on November 11.

Mirian to Borate (Nelson Miller and 
Dave Burdick). Dave suggested this 
trip after reviewing notes from a similar 
MRVM trip several years ago. The 
trip will likely start in Daggett where 
the old 20 Mule Team wagons are on 
display. The proposed date for the trip is 
December 2. 

Tour of the Overland Trail (Jerry 
Dupree). Jerry will lead a very 
interesting trip along the old stage line 
from Salton Sea to Julian. It will likely 
be in March 2018.

Tour of Old Route 66 Alignments 
(Bob Jacoby). I am currently planning 
this trip to start at the Arizona/New  
Mexico border and explore as many  
of the old alignments as we can all the 
way to Victorville. I have already been 
on some of them and high clearance  
and maybe even four wheel drive  
may be necessary. (We will be on very 
little of I-40)! This trip will likely be  
in late April or early May after the 
Rondy. Thanks to Brett Henrich for 
requesting this.

Death Valley Tour (Emmett 
Harder and Matt Jones). This trip was 
also suggested by Brett and will be 
conducted sometime in February or 
March 2018 and will be at least a two 
day trip. It could include the Racetrack, 
Ubehebe Crater, Skiddoo, Old Woman 
Springs as well as other parts of this 
incredible park.

Butte Valley and Panimant Range 
(Emmett Harder). This possible second 
trip to the Death Valley area would 
likely be in early 2018.

East Mojave Heritage Trail (Neal 
Johns and Nelson Miller). This two  
day trip is tentatively planned for 
January 2018. 

From what I have outlined above 
you can see what an exciting meeting 
we had. We have some great leaders in 
this club and they have really stepped 
forward. We also have an influx of 
new members who have made key 
contributions. I sincerely believe that 
most, if not all of these trips will occur. 
Everybody that is leading one should get 
a standing ovation!

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net


Neal & Marian Get Eclipsed
The last DE Newsletter (September 2017) had a short note by Leonard 

Friedman about the total solar eclipse and coincidentally running into Craig 
Baker. Like the Friedman’s and Craig, Neal and I headed up to Oregon where 
we hoped to see the eclipse. In fact, we ended up camping next to the John Day 
Painted Hills and Fossil Beds which is fairly close to Madras where our DE 
friends were – John Day is a little farther east. I was hoping to find someplace in 
the boonies east of the Cascades and east of Bend where there would be fewer 
people. Boy, was I wrong! 

There were people everywhere. John Day was completely full, but we had 
learned from BLM that the field next door was open to campers. So we joined 
several hundred other folks and set up camp there Sunday evening. The following 
morning, more and more people arrived. They parked nose to tail all along both 
sides of the paved road bordering our field.

When, at last, the big moment arrived there was a big, collective cheer just as 
the very last bit of sun disappeared behind the moon. In a matter of mere seconds, 
we were engulfed in total darkness. It was an awesome and moving experience. 
Year ago I had seen a partial eclipse, but it was nothing like this. 

The down side of this memorable occasion was the traffic. People had been 
dribbling in over the previous few days, but then, when the show was over, they 
all left at once. It  took us ten hours to get to Portland - bumper to bumper most of 
the way. The next day when we headed on up to Seattle, it was more of the same. 
Still, I’m glad we went. It was a special, once in a lifetime experience for me.

When we arrived home and went to pick up our mail, our post mistress said 
she had some unusual eclipse stamps which were heat sensitive. When cool, the 
moon in front of the sun appears black, but when you touch a warm finger to 
the back of the stamp, the black disappears and the features of the moon are 
revealed. Of course we bought some – they come in a set of sixteen.   
       ~ Marian Johns 

More Cheap Tricks
by Jerry Dupree

Several years ago I bought a roll of the 
heaviest gauge of plastic sheeting that was 
available. The thickness are in mils, which are 
thousandths of an inch. I think 10 mils is the 
heaviest. We use it for paint drop cloths, to lay 
inside our truck or SUV when bringing plants 
or nursery materials home, etc. I keep some in 
my truck in case I need to change a tire, crawl 
under a vehicle, or something. I keep a sheet 
of clear plastic rolled up in my pack to use as 
a deer drag. Just tie a deer and a double layer 
of plastic and it is easier to bring a buck out of 
the woods, particularly uphill. 

I put my pack, walking stick, and 
equipment on one side of a barbed wire fence 
and lay a piece of plastic on the ground and 
wiggle under the fence. I usually cut a thick 
stick to prop the wire up for more wiggle 
space. I have been out when the rain started 
and I can use the plastic sheet for a rain coat 
that also covers my pack. I did that recently. I 
could fashion a tent if necessary. The stuff is 
cheap and reusable and light weight. 

You can make a solar still to extract water 
from a dry creek bed. Find a place in a dry 
river bed that looks like it may have had 
water in it during the recent past. Dig a hole 
about two feet deep and put a container in 
the bottom of it. Stretch the plastic over the 
hole and place rocks around the edges to keep 
it taught. Place a rock in the center directly 
above the container below. The sun will catch 
any evaporation from the hole you dug and 
condense on the under side of the plastic and 
drip into the container. It is not guaranteed to 
collect enough water to sustain you, but it will 
occupy you until you figure out a better way 
to find water, or hope someone comes along 
with some. I could probably think up a whole 
lot of other purposes for plastic sheeting, but 
this gives a good start. It’s one of those things 
to not leave home without, like duct tape and a 
Swiss army knife, and plenty of water. 

    ~ Jerry
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Desert Explorers at Large
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Grand Canyon 
(South Rim Area)

Robyn Anderson
DE member Joey Anderson has 

graciously offered to let us poach 
items from his excellent website at 
andersonoverland.com and we have 
taken him up on his offer. Take a look when 
you have a chance. It is loaded with great 
trip writeups and outstanding photos. 

So when your parents say they want 
your little one to come stay with them 
for a few days before the school year 
starts, you pack the truck! Date trip!!! 
With four days to get away we decided 
to head to the Grand Canyon south rim. 
We had been to the south rim in May but 
it was a quick stop. The park is always 
fun to check out but we really wanted 
to find some dirt trails and hopefully 
find a cool rim spot to camp. Sadly, no 
such luck. Every trail we went down 
either ended in a locked gate or just 
simply came to an end in the middle of 
nowhere. Super spotty cell signal, which 
didn’t help. Thankfully, there is a ton of 
dispersed camping in the area and we 
found several great spots. We did have a 
very large elk walk down into our camp 
the last night, which was pretty sweet. 
Luna our guard dog, (lol) didn’t know 
what to think of him. We had planned to 
do some product review videos but sadly 
the weather was not on our side. We did 
have some pretty bad wind from sun up 
to sun down. Oh well. Just go with it, I 
guess. Probably my favorite part of the 
trip was grabbing a spot along the rim 
to catch the sunset. EPIC! It was a quick 
but great trip. We hope to check out 
the other areas of Grand Canyon soon, 
including maybe a trip to camp in the 
bottom of the canyon. Any trip is a great 
trip. You can’t go wrong with some fresh 
air and good company. Love my man 
and our adventures together. And yes, it 
was so good to pick up our little one and 
hug her tight when we got home.

Love and live life to the fullest,
   ~ Robyn 



Attending Mal Roode, Daniel Dick 
& Bobby Sanchez, Ruth & Emmett 
Harder, Ding & Allan Wicker, 
Marian & Neal Johns, 
Dolly & Jerry Dupree, 
Julie & Bill Smith, 
Lindsay Woods, 
Tracy Woods, Vicki 
Hill, Eileen & Terry 
Ogden, Dave Burdick, 
Brett Henrich, Nelson 
Miller, Sue & Bob 
Jaussaud.

Start 11:40 a.m.

Remembering Jerry Harada 
Everybody had a few words to 
say about what a great person 
Jerry was and how he’ll be 
missed. Words describing him 
and his manner included: capable, 
outgoing, 
funny, always 
made you 
comfortable, 
loved to cook, 
how he loved 
to share places 
and trips, made 
sure the elders 
on his trips had 
a comfortable 
bedroom to 
stay in. Folks 
remembered the great trips and great 
times he led that centered around his 
house in Chloride. He left some big 
shoes to fill.

Bob Jacoby Apologized in advanced 
for impaired hearing while manning 
the Chair. He is being fitted with 
some new state-of-the-art units and 
hopes to be back in the conversation 
soon. Go Bob!

Regrets Deb Miller-Marschke, 
Steve Jarvis & Kate Fosselman, Ken 

Hemkin, Nan Healy

Minutes Accepted as published

Treasurer Bill Smith reported all 
good on the money 
front. Current funds 
$4,435.12, up a bit 

over $9 from last month 
after subscription income 
and donation to museum 
expense.

2018 Rendezvous Bob Jacoby and 
Jerry Dupree visited Ridgecrest, 
met with representatives of the 
Chamber of Commerce and visited 
the fairground facility where we will 
have our upcoming Rondy in April. 
Meeting place is large, ours from 
Friday afternoon through Sunday 

afternoon. There is tent camping 
and RV hookup camping on-site 
with showers and heads. Motels 
are a mile or less away for non-
campers. Catering will be by Casey’s 
Barbecue, featuring tri-tip, chicken, 
vegetarian and pork. Price points 
were discussed, seemed reasonable 
and Bob was given the go ahead to 
negotiate a contract to lock things up.

There are a boatload of trips in the 
area as well as great opportunities 

for inbound and 
outbound trips. We 
will be arranging 
trips on both 
Saturday and Sunday 
to Little Petroglyph 
Canyon on the China 
Lake Naval Weapons 
Center base through 

Sandy Rogers 
from the 
Maturango 
Museum in 
Ridgecrest. 
He will 
also be our 
Saturday night 
after-dinner 
speaker. Trips 
mentioned 
include the 
Panamints 
area, Trona 
Pinnacles, 
Fossil Falls 

and Death Valley spots. Dates are 
April 6-8, the weekend after Easter.

Website Deb reported in absentia 
that the site was up-to-date with 
the exception of our most recent 
newsletter materials, which will be 
plugged in this weekend.

Museum Nelson Miller reported 
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Saturday, September 9, 2017



that the museum will be having 
their Mini BBQ on September 26th. 
Food will be from the same caterer 
as the big BBQ and it is great. 
There was some light discussion on 
the possibility about being able to 
take museum membership dollars 
on PayPal alongside 
our subscriptions so it 
would be a “one touch” 
operation. Bill Smith 
will check it out with Pat 
Schofstall at the MVRM.

MVRM Work Party 
Nelson proposed a 
museum work party 
Saturday, Black 
Mountain area 
trip Sunday with 
an overnight at 
Paradise Springs 
weekend trip. 
Possibly January 
He will check 
it out with the 
museum and Cliff 
Walker.

OSPA The Old 
Spanish Trail 
Association is coming 
up October 5-8. 18 guest 
speakers (including Nelson), 
access to the Daggett 
Museum which has been 
closed for years, Sunday 
field trip to primary Old 
Spanish Trail sites. Early 
sign ups included museum 
members and DE subscribers 
Glenn Shaw, Nelson Miller, 
Cliff Walker and Craig Baker. 
Emmett Harder has been asked 
to reprise his role as Death 
Valley Scotty.

Trips We started with two on 
the calendar from Bob & Sue 
Jaussaud and several in the 
planning stages. This quickly 
escalated.

 • NW Clark Mountains to Spring 
Mountains, September 19-21. 
Exploratory, will include locating 
backcountry cabins, mines and rock art.

 • Nevada exploratory Bob & Sue 
Jaussaud. Trail out of Belmont (near 
Tonopah) overland to Barcelona. 

Will include ranch 

cabins, some pretty serious 4WD and 
old townsites. October 23-27.

 • Hastings Cutoff Bill Powell moved 
his trip date Spring 2018.

 • Black Mountains Nelson Miller 
will lead Sunday trip combined 
with Saturday museum work party 
and overnight at Paradise Springs. 
January 2018

 • Lucerne area focused on the 
north face of the San Bernardino 
Mountains. Nelson Miller, 
November 4th.

 • Lucerne Valley Rocket Launch 
Nelson will lead a group out to the 
big rocket launch November 11th.

 • Mirian to Borate Dave Burdick
 suggested this trip with notes from an 
old MVRM trip. Will likely start in 
Daggett where the old 20 Mule Team 
wagons are on display. Nelson Miller 
and Dave Burdick will co-lead the trip. 
December 2nd is the proposed date.

 • Overland Trail Jerry Dupree will 
lead trip along the old stage line from 
Salton Sea to Julian. March 2018.

 • Route 66 original 
alignments. Brett 
Henrich loved the trip 
led by Joe De Kehoe 
and wanted to expand 
on it. Bob Jacoby 
will put this together 
and lead it in Spring 
2018. Four day trip 
will go from the New 
Mexico border to 

Victoville in segments so people can 
join for all or part of the trip.

 • Tour of Death Valley Brett also 
suggested a trip in Death Valley. 
Emmett Harder and Matt Jones 
could/would co-lead sometime 
February/March 2018. Could include 
the racetrack, Ubehebe Crater, 
Skiddoo, Old Woman Springs. 
Planning will begin, details to follow.
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 • Butte Valley and Emmett’s cabin 
area. Emmett Harder. Possible second 
trip to this area of Death Valley. Early 
2018 due to heat in Spring.

Newsletter Newsletter is in great 
shape. Jay reported on deep 
conversations with high level tech 
support experts at his ISP who 
explained that the Yahoo hack and 
security breach a while back has all 
the internet providers re-writing their 
email software for better function 
and privacy. The takeaway is that 

email from all providers has been 
and will be a little flaky for some 
time, like the next six months. We 
will be breaking our email mass 
mailings into smaller chunks to make 
them more digestible to the providers 
who are currently having indigestion. 
Like AT&T and socal.rr.net. We have 
also established a DropBox folder 
with ALL of the 2017 newsletters 
available for instant download 
for anyone who is having trouble 
receiving the email mass mailing. We 

tried it out this month and it works as 
advertised. And it’s free.

New business Mitchell Caverns 
reopens the first weekend of 
November after many years of 
closure. Campground and cavern 
tours will be up and running.

Next Meeting October 28th at Ding 
& Allan Wicker’s house. Several 
requests for costumes and/or masks 
in honor of Halloween.

Adjourned 12:50 p.m.
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In Claremont from the I-10 go 
north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past 
Foothill Blvd. At the third break 
in the median (counting from 
Foothill) turn left into the entrance 
to Griswold’s townhomes. You will 
see a set of three gates connected to 
an ivy-covered wall and tile-roofed 
townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the 
closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 
Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound 
get off at Baseline and go west on 
Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn 
left (south). Approach the northern-
most gate at the entrance. Stop there, 

and at the keyboard punch 037. 
(There is a directory.) That will ring 
Allan’s phone, and he will answer 
and open the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through 
it turning right immediately. Then 
follow the street until the first left 
opportunity. Turn left and again left 
at the next opportunity. The address 
is 1430 Sitka. Park in any available 
parking area-not along the curb. The 
1430 on the side of the house should 
be visible from the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow 
the sidewalk to the house entrance. 
Desperation calls for assistance  
(909) 445-0082.

Desert Explorers 
October  

Business Meeting
Saturday, October 28th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

Directions to Ding & Allan’s Home

Dinos on the Road
If you happen to be heading out on 

Highway 79, take a look on the northeast 
side of the road about 10-12 miles south 
of Temecula for the workshop and home 
to hundreds of metal sculptures of  
Ricardo Breceda, the sculptor responsi-
ble for the full size metal horses on the 
ridge above Temecula and the dragons 
and dinosaurs in the desert around  
Borrego. Definitely worth the stop!



The correct answer for the September 
Mystery Spot is the Amboy Crater 
near Amboy, California. And the 
winners for September are Vicki Hill, 
Jay Lawrence, Bob & Sue Jaussaud, 
Allan Schoenherr, Bruce Barnett, 
Leonard Friedman, Deborah Miller. 
Congratulations!

Designated a National Natural 
Landmark in 1973, Amboy Crater was 
recognized for its visual and geological 
significance. Although Amboy Crater is 
not unique, it is an excellent example of 
a very symmetrical volcanic cinder cone. 

The inside of the 250’ high crater 
contains two lava dams behind which 
has formed small lava lakes. These are 
now flat in general appearance, covered 
with light colored clay, creating the 
impression of miniature “dry lakes.” 
There is a breach on the west side of the 
crater where basaltic lava poured out 
over a vast area. Beyond the crater lies 
24 square miles of lava flow containing 
such features as lava lakes, collapsed 
lava tubes and sinks, spatter cones and 
massive flows of basalt. 

If the rainfall has been adequate, 
the spring months from March to 
May can bring desert wildflowers! 
Blankets of desert primrose and sand 

verbena provide an excellent area for 
photography. The unique landscapes 
found at Amboy Crater have attracted 
the filming and research industry. 

As a result of increased visitation 
to Amboy Crater, the Needles Field 
Office established a day use site. The 
entrance road to the parking area has 
been improved to provide access for all 
vehicles. ADA accessible shaded and 
unshaded picnic tables and restrooms 
offer a place to relax while exploring the 
area. As well as shaded crater viewing 
platform, Interpretative and trail 
information along with desert safety 
tips are available on-site. Large groups 
should park in the group parking area. 
The Needles Field Office is encouraging 
educational groups and organizations 
to contact the office prior to their trip 

to ensure parking is available. Source: 
Digital Desert

We need more good guessers  
so I put in an easy one in June, then 
stayed local in July. Let’s get out there 
and figure out where I’m lost! ~Bob P

Yes, it’s true. Bob is lost again. 
Apparently when he is found he doesn’t 
stay found long. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”

11 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 257 octobeR 2017

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

Lost: Where am I?



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Newsletter Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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