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White  
Mountains Trip
Friday-Sunday, July 21-23

Leader: Ron Lipari
Text & Photos: Ron

T     
he White Mountains trip took a 
different turn when several folks 

who had signed up for the trip ended 
up not being 
able to make 
it at the last 
minute. 
Mignon 
Slentz, Glenn 
Shaw and 
John Bell 
ended up 
meeting on 
Thursday, 
June 20 at 
2:30 in Big 
Pine. The 
temp in Big 
Pine was 95 
degrees and 
the group 
decided that 
camping at 
altitude would 
result in cooler temps! So we headed up 
to Bishop and up to the 4x4 Buttermilk 
Road to a campsite (altitude 8,000 feet)  

Castle Dome City
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      that the leader and John had camped  
   at before. The snow and rain last 
winter really rutted out the road. To 
quote Glenn, “it was a good test of 
my new 4x4 truck!” Arriving at camp 
at 5:00 after at least one wrong turn, 
we enjoyed a delightfully cool happy 
hour and evening. Friday morning we 
decided to stay at this camp site another 
night, but Mignon suggested we visit 
fellow long time DE member Allan 
Schoenherr and his wife Kenna at their 
home on Bishop Creek near South Lake. 
Fortunately the Buttermilk Road is a 
loop and we did not have to back track 
over the very rough inbound road to 
get back to Bishop Creek. The creeks 
in the area are all part of the City of LA 
water and power system and on our way 

we passed 
by the giant 
intake tube on 
Bishop Creek. 
We arrived 
at Allan’s 
home and had 
a wonderful 
visit with he 
and Kenna. 
Leaving Allan 
and Kenna 
after inviting 
them to our 
Happy Hour 
that evening, 
we attempted 
to lunch 
below South 
Lake, but the 
mosquitoes 

were relentless, and decided to go 
back to our bug free camp high in 
the Buttermilks on Mcgee Creek. We 

View on Buttermilk Road

http://www.desertexplorers.org


relaxed that afternoon and began Happy 
Hour early. Mignon received an email 
from Allan stating that he would have 
loved to come to Happy Hour with 
us but his wife had an appointment in 
Bishop and 
could not make 
it. Bob and 
Sue Jaussand 
were meeting 
us Saturday 
morning to 
join the trip in 
Lee Vining. 
We met up 
and had a 
delightful 
lunch at the 
Whoa Nellie 
Deli in Lee 
Vining with a 
beautiful view 
of Mono Lake. 
After lunch 
we headed up 
Tioga pass 
to the Log 
Cabin Mine, 
which is 
also called 
the Mine 
in the Sky 
due to its 
9500 foot 
elevation. 
We explored 
the very 
extensive 
mine works 
for over 3 
hours as 
there is 
much to 
see. Most 
interesting 
was the 
windlass 
and the machinery that operated the 
elevator cables. We all took turns sitting 
in the operator’s seat and pulling at 
the levers. Moreover, since the mine 
was operational for over 80 years, the 

old original stamp mill and necessary 
flywheels were pushed off a nearby 
ledge, but still able to be enjoyed and 
explored – including 
an old truck from 

the 20’s which Bob 
thoroughly enjoyed! 
Getting late we left 
the mine and camped 

at a hand-hewn log cabin from the late 
1800’s and enjoyed a great happy hour 
and dinner. 

The next morning Bob suggested 
that we explore the area between Lee 

Vining and Benton and also the area 
over Montgomery Pass. The first stop 
was Mono Mills, the saw mill that built 

Bodie and 
fed the steam 
engines of 
the Standard 
Mine. Not 
much is left 
of the mill 
but the venue 
produced by 
the National 
Forest 
rangers was 
historically 
informative 
and contained 
pictures of the 
mill and 32-
mile railroad 
that was built 
from the mill 
to Bodie in 

only 6 months 
in 1872. We 
then headed for 
an old ranch to 
check out some 
abandoned 
buildings and a 
native American 
cremation site 
near a very 
lovely spring. 
We hiked up the 
ridge and found 
several “sleeping 
circles,” as well 
as some metate 
slicks. Very 
interesting rock 
formations!! 

We checked out the abandoned ranch 
house and looked for Wild Bill Gossett’s 
signature among the written names… no 
luck!!

Around noon we headed up to 
Montgomery pass to find a dirt road 
that was to lead to the a stamp mill and 
mine. Following Bob and his GPS we 
drove quite a distance looking for the 

2 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 255 auguSt 2017

Allan and Kenna

Camping on McGee creek with the aspens

Sleeping Circle

Bob and his truck at Oneota



mine - climbing up and up and up into 
the pines. We finally reached some 
shafts and determined that the structures 
we were searching for had to be near 
the many diggings. Mignon and John 
were the first to 
hike around to see if 
they could find any 
structures through 
the trees. The rest 
of us began to eat 
lunch. After eating 
Bob asked me if I 
wanted to go search 
for Mignon. Off we 

went in the direction she 
hiked, and soon heard the 
horn honking and Mignon 
saying she was back at 
the cars. Bob and I kept 
walking on the road and 
glancing to 
my right there 
was the 10 
stamp mill we 
were searching 
for!! The mill 
was intact and 
magnificent. 
There was also 
a steam motor 
that operated an 
aerial tramway 
to bring ore 
to the stamp 
mill. The date on the stamp mill which 
was manufactured in San Francisco 
was 1913. After many picture and lots 
of ooohs and ahhhs we headed back to 

Montgomery Pass and down the valley 
to search for the ghost town of Oneo-
ta. Following Bob again we found the 
road and began the long journey up the 
canyon to the ghost town. Arriving we 

found 2 cabins, one of 
which was well taken care of and was 
neat clean and usable. Also found was 
the body of a 1930’s vintage old truck 

– Bob was hap-
py!! Getting 
late we took 
a short cut to 
Deep Springs 
Valley stopping 
at Dyer, Neva-
da for gas. We 
arrived at Cot-
tonwood Creek 
to camp next 
to the flowing 
stream and un-
der the shady 

cottonwoods. Some 
of us jumped in the 
stream immediately 
to cool down as it 
was about 90 de-
grees. We enjoyed a 
balmy evening and 
good comradery. 
The next morning 
John and I headed 

south to Big Pine and 
Bob, Sue, Glenn and 
Mignon headed up to 
Lida to explore more 
mines and cabins and 
outhouses in that area! 

Everyone had a great 
time and really enjoyed 
the trip!! A little 

different as instead of going up into the 
White Mountains we circumnavigated 
them!!  ~ Ron
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Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal

Camp at the log cabin mine

Intrepid DE members  
near Lisa

View on buttermilk road

Montgomery pass 10 stamp mill

Lots of mill balls

Stamp mill

Mignon and Bob at the stamp mill

Sue at the windlass controls

Ore chute apparatus

Outhouse near Lida
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Anne wrote this article for our DE newsletter and also 
submitted it to the Mojave Road Report newsletter. They’re 
going to run it too, so don’t think you’re losing your grip if you 
see it there as well and have a little deja vú episode...

Zzyzx and the Last Shaman of the Desert. Disillusion, 
Damage and Evangelism. 

 Book review by Anne Stoll
Hot off the presses! Here’s a 199-page paperback about 

Curtis Howe Springer that was just released by author C. E. 
“Chuck” Campbell, copyright 2017, Green Street Publications, 
P.O. Box 953, Sunset Beach, CA 90742. I got my copy by 
sending a check for $26.00 to Dr. 
C. E. Campbell, 7031 Candlelight 
Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92647. 
The price included shipping. It came 
promptly and in fine condition. 

As to the contents, let me say up 
front that, however you feel about 
“Doc” Curtis Howe Springer and his 
spectacular rise and fall, this is one 
book you will want to add to your 
collection of desert titles. Although it 
is not an easy read, this work fills in 
several important and long-missing 
pieces of the history of Zzyzx Mineral 
Springs. Campbell writes with the 
authority of a man who knows his 
history and was on the scene at the 
time.

Turns out, for some of the Zzyzx 
story anyway, I was there too, as no doubt were other Desert 
Explorers. Thus the subject matter is bound to resonate with 
this group. I earned an M.A. in 1984 from Cal. State Fullerton 
in archaeology as the result of graduate work I did there. I 
designed and created the displays on the history and prehistory 
of Soda Springs still on view in the main room (see Campbell’s 
book, page 36). After graduation, I stayed in touch with the 
folks at the Desert Studies Center – Rob Fulton and Alan 
Romspert were especially good friends – and in 1994, at the 
request of then Director of the Desert Studies Consortium, 
Gerry Sherba, I wrote the book Zzyzx: History of An Oasis – 
still in print, I think. 

I did a lot of research for that book but I’ll be the first 
to admit there were parts of the Zzyzx story, particularly 
concerning Curtis Springer, that always eluded me. What was 
the truth about his past? How many wives and children did 
he really have? Did his son really die in a hunting accident 

at Zzyzx? Etc., etc. I always believed that Dennis Casebier 
was planning to write the definitive story of Curtis Springer, 
but as Campbell points out (p. 157), this publication has not 
materialized. And so I applaud C. E. Campbell for taking the 
job on and answering these and many other questions about 
Springer’s past. In addition, there are many pages of transcribed 
radio programs that bring “the voice” of Curtis Springer to the 
story, an essential element for anyone hoping to understand the 
man. But the crème-de-la-crème is the amazing Chapter Six, 
entitled “Undercover … and More.” Replete with period Kodak 
color photos, Campbell tells his own story of his undercover 

work in Los Angeles and his visit to 
Zzyzx in June, 1969 with his wife, 
young sons, and hidden camera. In my 
opinion Chapter Six is the highlight of 
the book. 

But – sorry, I have to add this -- if 
this author were to ask for my advice, 
I would tell him to cease all sales 
immediately with instructions for 
buyers to wait for the second, revised 
edition. Everyone expects a few typos 
here and there, but if Masters Shumway 
and Kemp actually did any editing 
of this book, they should resign their 
commissions. The errors, misspellings, 
omissions, grammatical problems and 
difficult overall organization of this 
work suggest a rush-to-publish that 
detracts seriously from the story. You 

cannot fairly criticize a man for writing an exposé that is “full 
of misspellings and grammatical errors” (p. 152) if you aren’t 
absolutely scrupulous in your own writing. It undermines your 
credibility. Some of Campbell’s misusages I found hilarious, 
such as, “Also discovered at the Soda Springs site were the 
ruminants of a portion of the old railroad bed…” (p.50) and 
his discussion of “… the medley of preparations that Curtis 
Springer hoisted upon unsuspecting listeners…” (p. 113). 

Bloopers aside, this book does call forth some marvelous 
ghosts of the Mojave in a remarkable way. Does it answer the 
last, great question about Curtis Howe Springer – did he know 
what he was doing? Did Springer really understand that he was 
endangering some truly sick people with his bogus products? No, 
in my opinion, that question is not answered in this book and likely 
never will be. The Springer story is fascinating to me because of 
the gray area between good and evil it illuminates. But we can 
leave that conversation for the next edition.    ~ Anne

Zzyzx and the Last Shaman of the Desert 
Disillusion, Damage and Evangelism 

 Book review by Anne Stoll



San Bernardino 
Mountains

Saturday, August 26, 2017
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler

Come and enjoy a beautiful day on 
dirt roads exploring the San Bernardino 
Mountains in the Big Bear area. Bring 
your families, kids and grandkids.

We will be traveling in the elevation 
range of 5,000 to 8,000 ft. and we’ll see 
quite a variety of vegetation; sagebrush, 
yucca, manzanita, juniper, pine trees, fir, 
and spruce. We will also pass through 
several burn areas; old and new.

 Our route will take us from Green 
Valley Lake on road 2N13 to Fawnskin. 
Along the way we’ll have time for a side 
trip to Butler Peak Lookout. Maybe a 
volunteer docent will be there and we 
can climb to the top and walk around the 
360 degree viewing deck.

At Fawnskin we can stop and use 
clean bathrooms or visit the market. 
Then we travel on 3N14 (Coxey Road) 
through Hanna Flat, onto Big Pine Flats, 
to road 3N16 (Crab Flats Road) and 
head back to Green Valley Lake.

Here, there is a shop that sells ice 
cream, milk shakes, and root beer floats 
and that is where we will finish our day-
trip on this warm summer day.

A high clearance vehicle is a 
necessity for this trip. But four-wheel 
drive is not required. Bring your CB 
Radio - we will be on channel 13. And 
don’t forget lunch, snacks, and drinks. 
We must limit our group to 10 vehicles.

A Forest Service Adventure Pass is 
required. Also qualifying is America the 
Beautiful Interagency Pass or a National 
Parks pass. We have an extra pass and 
the first person to ask may borrow it for 
the day. At the picnic area during our 
pre-run the Forest Service was issuing 
citations for vehicles not displaying the 
pass. The fine is $ 5.00 with a mail-in 
envelope.

We will meet at 10:00 a.m. in 
Running Springs. Specific instructions 
to the meeting place will be provided. 
Please sign-up at norma.siler@yahoo.
com or (714) 878-1259. And we will 
have this cell phone with us during  
our trip.

Spring Mountain, 
Nevada - 

Exploratory
September 19-21, 2017

Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
We have marginal directions to 

a bunch of stuff in the lower Spring 
Mountains and adjacent areas. We hope 
to find lots of old mines, some rock art, 
springs and even a few cabins. This is 
an exploratory adventure and, as such, 
is limited to capable backroad vehicles. 
Please no large rigs. The weather may 
still be a bit warm, so our plan is to 
camp at 5000 foot or higher elevations. 
We are still working on our route, so let 
us know if you are interested and we 
will keep you updated.

Explore Nevada
October 23-27, 2017

Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Nevada beckons again. We want to 

revisit some favorite spots and check 
out some new ones. We’ll start at 
Tonopah, NV and work our way north, 
crisscrossing the Monitor Valley. At 
Austin, NV our route will turn south, 
crisscrossing the Toiyabe Range. Time 
permitting, we’ll noodle through the 
Cedar and Pilot Mountains before 
beginning our journey home. Capable 
backroad vehicles only please. No 
large rigs. Let us know if you would 
like to join us and we will send more 
information as we refine the trip.

Still in the planning stages:
Hastings Cutoff Bill Powell is putting 
together an October trip in Nevada for 
2-3 days covering the Hastings Cutoff. 

Mojave Heritage Trail Neal & Marian 
Johns will be leading a two day trip on 
the first segment of the Mojave Heritage 
Trail out of Needles. Date is still 
undetermined. 

Black Mountains Area Black 
Mountains near Barstow covering 
Inscription Canyon, Scouts Cove and 
Rainbow Basin. All agreed this needed 
to wait for much cooler weather and we 
will put it on the schedule for sometime 
in the first part of 2018.
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Desert Explorers September  
Business Meeting

Saturday, September 9th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Marian & Neal Johns’ Home
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I
     
n the last update we talked about 
the evolving plans for the 2018 
Rondy and there is considerably 

more to report today. The Rondy dates 
have been established as April 6-8, 2018 
with Ridgecrest as our proposed 
location. Gerry Dupree and I made the 
trek there in the July heat to tour the 
facilities available and to meet with the 
appropriate people. Even though it was 
hot, it proved to be an interesting and 
productive trip. 

We found Ridgecrest to be an 
interesting desert town which has 
embraced the terrific scenery and history, 
including petroglyphs, of the area. Our 
first stop was at the excellent Visitor 
Information Center. The folks there 
provided us with tons of information, 
pamphlets and books about the area. 
They also directed us to the Desert 
Empire Fairgrounds and Event Center 
as the best venue to conduct our event. 
We were informed that their facilities are 
excellent and are a good match for the 
needs of our Rondy event format. 

Neither of us had been to the Desert 
Empire Fairgrounds before and we were 
surprised that it is such a large facility. 
The facility is the home of a large fair 
each October and offers considerable 
amenities including tent camping and 
full RV camping at reasonable rates. In 
addition, we would have possession for 
the entire weekend of a large meeting 
room that will more than accommodate 
our group. This will be an ideal place 
to hold our silent auction as well as 
conduct our pot luck on Friday night  
 

 
and our catered dinner on Saturday 
night. We still need to have some 
more discussion regarding price, but 
everything sounds quite promising. 
At our DE meeting on September 9 
Jerry and I will present more specific 
information and give everyone an 
opportunity to ask questions before 
we finalize the arrangement with the 
Fairgrounds. 

We also made some progress 
regarding a speaker for our Saturday 
night dinner. Mr. Sandy Rogers, who is 
affiliated with the Maturango Museum 
in Ridgecrest has offered to speak on the 
amazing Coso Petroglyphs. Mr. Rogers 
is an archaeologist of some renown and 
has led numerous tours of petroglyphs. 
His expertise will be very special as he 
addresses our group.

Our next stop was the Maturango 
Museum. I had not been there for several 
years and was surprised at the size of the 
museum. It has significantly expanded in 
the last five years and is very impressive 
with a very knowledgeable staff. They 
have offered to provide us with a 
complete museum tour on the Rondy 
weekend and have offered assistance in 
arranging a formal petroglyph tour for 
us. 

No Rondy is complete without a 
catered BBQ dinner and we believe we 
have found a great BBQ place to do that 
for us. It looks like our vendor will be 
Casey’s Steak and BBQ in Ridgecrest. 
Gerry and I had lunch there and the food 
passed every test! I am looking forward 
to the Saturday night meal already. 

 

 
Also, I think there could be an incredible 
number of potential trips in and out of the 
Ridgecrest area. After all the Panimants 
are nearby, not to mention Death Valley, 
the El Paso Mountains, etc. We should 
have no problem filling up our trip 
schedule. 

Once again, we will have our next DE 
meeting on September 9 in Lytle Creek. 
On the agenda will be a full discussion 
of these Rondy plans and we would love 
to have input from everyone. Once full 
approval from you is obtained we can 
pretty much formalize and finalize these 
plans.

There are some other interesting 
things happening with DE members as 
well. Nelson Miller has let us know that 
he is planning to watch the upcoming 
solar eclipse near Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
He also plans to explore the area south 
of Yellowstone for a few days before 
the eclipse which occurs on August 21. 
Anyone is welcome to join him on this 
adventure. If you are interested send 
Nelson an email. This is a truly unique 
opportunity.

Finally we have a specific request 
from a DE member to have a trip in the 
Inscription Canyon area near Barstow. I 
have done that trip but it has been many 
years. If you have any knowledge and 
interest in leading at least a one day trip 
in this area, please let Mal Roode know. 
It is the job of all of us to address trip 
requests from our members.

Thanks everyone for helping our 
club and we are looking forward to an 
outstanding Fall and Winter trip schedule.   
   ~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net


Old Dinah An article from 
Westways September 16, 
2016 issue sparked some 
interest from DE’er Julie 
Smith. A little digging 
revealed this: “Old 

Dinah was Borax Smith’s experiment in 
transporting ore from the mines at Borate 
to the railroad at Daggett in 1894. Dinah 
was a traction engine which burned coal 
– 3.5 tons a day. Her speed was 3.5 miles 
an hour on level ground, not including 
time out for getting stuck in sand. On 
steep grades she slipped backwards faster 
than she could go forward.

It took four men to keep Dinah 
running: an engineer, a fireman, a 
brakeman and a mechanic who worked 
all night, every night to put her in shape 
for the next day’s run.

After a year struggle, Dinah was 
abandoned and the 20 Mule Teams which 
had continued to haul alongside of her 
took over the job again.”

Old Dinah got one more chance when 
borax operations resumed in Death Valley 
in 1904. Trying to avoid the expense of 
a railroad into Death Valley, the Borax 
Company graded a 98 mile tractor road 
from the borax mines to the railroad. 
Dinah broke down on her first trip, and 
had to be towed home by the very mules 
she had tried so long to replace. In 1910, 
Old Dinah was sold to a freighter for use 
hauling supplies between Beatty and the 
Keane Wonder Mine. After a couple of 
years, Dinah broke down in the Daylight 
Pass and her owner abandoned her in 
disgust. In 1932, Harry Gower rescued 
Old Dinah and brought her to her  
present location in Furnace Creek.
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The Vicki Hill Report
Artist, teacher, desert lover and generally keen observer of things beautiful and rare, 
intrepid DE “cub reporter” Vicki Hill shared a few of her recent findings. Her son 
Grey spotted this little guy a few weeks ago in Wonder Valley. Look close.

And then there 
was 4th of July 
in Randsburg. 
Vicki has always 
been thin, but this 
might be taking 
things just a bit 
too far...

Virginia City, 
Nevada One of 
the few female 
blacksmiths. 
She built the 
motorized bike 
from parts. It 
gets 75 miles on 
one tank of gas! 
(This was what 
she told me 
when I visited 
the other day).  
 ~ Vicki

Desert Explorers at Large
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Anything can happen when we are 
out and about. We have all had scrapes, 
burns, splinters, etc. Have a good first aid 
kit and I have 
never seen 
one for sale 
that would be 
effective for 
a variety of 
injuries from 
something 
minor to a life 
threatening 
situation. I 
made a list of possibles 
that have happened in 
various situations. While 
in the Boy Scouts a boy 
suffered a deep cut from 
falling on a sharp rock and 
another one was seriously 
injured from an axe. There 
are possible eye injuries, 
broken bones, burns, cuts, 
heart attacks, strokes, snake bites, and 
allergic reactions to insect stings. The 
best first aid is a cell phone. Assistance 
can be requested for an ambulance, 
search and rescue, or a medivac 
helicopter. For quick assistance, a phone 
call to the nearest hospital can direct to 
immediate medical assistance and can 
give directions, advice, and procedures. 
Photographs can be taken of the injury 
and emailed so professional medical 
personnel can evaluate and advise care 
and treatment. We have special medical 
insurance that will cover search and 
rescue and helicopter evacuation. 

With the advice of an emergency 

room nurse I made a list of items one 
should have when venturing to the 
outdoors or any trip. The nurse described 

many of the injuries that 
are frequently treated in 
emergency rooms at the 
hospital. I have also asked 
for advice from a fire fighter 
/ EMT. 

We should always carry 
a list of our prescription 
medications and existing 
medical conditions. If 

someone 
becomes 
incapacitated 
and not able to 
communicate 
the problem, 
it may not be 
possible to 
correctly treat 
it. I carry my 
medications 

and history with me at all times, as 
well as the name and phone number 
of any doctor or specialist who knows 
my conditions and has the files and 
history. It is best to have a starting 
point and a source of information 
before any procedure. Some treatments 
can compound the situation such as 
administering an aspirin to someone who 
is bleeding or is having a stroke. 

I began acquiring supplies for my first 
aid kit. The usual are band aids, non stick 
tape, and something to to make a splint 
out of. Never try to re align a broken 
bone. Just stabilize it to transport the 
patient to a hospital. Two of us brought a 

victim of both broken wrists to a hospital 
and laid his arms on a pillow on his lap. 
Every slight bump on the freeway caused 
great pain. Any attempt to straighten 
a limb would be very painful and may 
cause further damage such as piercing 
a vein or an artery. Some items are not 
available from a pharmacy but may be 
online. I have an “air way” which is 
reversible for a child or an adult and fits 
down the throat for “mouth to mouth” 
respiration without touching the patient’s 
mouth when administering CPR. I 
also have nitroglycerine pills to relieve 
arteries in case of a heart attack. 

List of First Aid Supplies 

 1 Assorted bandages  
and gauze pads 

 2 Non stick tape 
 3 Aspirin for various purposes 

including a heart attack,  
but NOT for a stroke 

 4 Surgical gloves 
 5 Tweezers 
 6 Anti bacterial towelettes 
 7 Antiseptic liquid bandage 
 8 Benadryl gel and tablets 
 9 Sharp scissors 
 10 Ipecac Syrup 
 11 Betadyne 
 12 Neosporin 
 13 Finger splint 
 14 Ace Bandages 
 15 Eye stream 
 16 Thermometer 
 17 Wound seal powder 
 18 Butterfly bandages 
 19 Mole skin 
 20 Blister bandages 
 21 Saran wrap 
 22 Scalpel 
 23 Clamps 
 24 Snake bite kit 

The saran wrap is for covering 
wounds and wrapping to stop bleeding 
or using for a splint. Keep wrapping the 
injured area without cutting circulation. 
When the patient arrives for medical 
treatment, the first person will need 
to remove any bandages to call the 
appropriate specialist (orthopedic, burn, 

DIY First Aid Kit
by Jerry Dupree
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surgeon, neurosurgeon, vascular, etc). 
Any gauze or tape would be very painful. 
One advantage of using Saran wrap is the 
admitting personnel can see the wound 
without removal. 

Always carry emergency blankets, 
including space blankets to treat 
hypothermia, shock, and to keep the 
patient warm, replace wet clothing, 
keeping the patient comfortable, etc. 

It is best to not apply ointments, 
creams, gels, etc, to lacerations or major 
wounds. The emergency team will 
have to scrape it out before closing and 
suturing. The best general treatment is 
to get the patient to professional medical 

care as soon as possible. First aid is first 
until a qualified medical team can begin 
their jobs. 

Snake bites: We all fear poisonous 
snakes and what they can do. If a person 
is a snake bite victim the best treatment 
is evacuating to a hospital as soon as 
possible. Try to kill the snake and bring it 
to the hospital. Different breeds of snakes 
have different toxins. The nearest snake 
bite treatment center is Loma Linda 
Medical Center. The fastest way to reach 
it is the best, be it private transportation, 
ambulance, or helicopter. Contact by cell 
phone is the best help that can be done. 
If the bite is in a limb, keep it down 

from the heart and clean the wound. 
Snake bites usually become infected. 
I have known people who have been 
bitten and it is advisable not to cut the 
wound. Snake bite kits can be effective 
for sucking out as much poison without 
cutting. 

It is advisable to keep up with the 
latest techniques and technology for first 
aid treatment. There are first aid and 
CPR classes given by the Red Cross and 
other agencies. If there is a defibrillator 
near by, there should also be people 
knowledgeable in using it. We all need 
refresher courses in first aid.    ~ Jerry

Attending: Bob & Sue Jaussaud, 
Debbie Miller Marschke, Bill & Julie 
Smith, Ding & Allan Wicker, Dolly 
& Jerry Dupree, Emmett & Ruth 
Harder, Mal Roode, Jay Lawrence, 
Neal & Marian Johns. Regrets: Nelson 
Miller, Nan Healy, Steve Jarvis, Steve 
Marschke, Terry Ogden.

Meeting Opened 11:45 a.m.

Previous minutes: Approved.

Treasurer Bill Smith reported bank 
checking and savings total $4,426.10 
as of June 30. Discussed possible 
calendar year renewal subscriptions 
to newsletter instead of subscription 
anniversary date renewals. We all 
figured it would cause as much work as 
it cut so it was dropped. Also covered 
the idea of lifetime subscriptions and 
decided against it. The newsletter is 
already inexpensive so just subscribe 
for a longer time. Easy peasy. We are 
sending $50 to the Needles Museum 
to put our logo on one of the pages of 
their excellent calendar. We are giving 
several honorary subscriptions to the 
MVRM, Museum Lead Pat Schoffstall, 
DE pioneers Neal & Marian Johns and 
Crazy Suzy our website builder.

Newsletter The newsletter is running 
smoothly with quite a few regular 
contributors. We had a brief discussion 
on what works well for contributions in 
terms of text and images. Jay will write 
up a short recap for the newsletter.

Website Deb reported that she 
received all the materials to post recent 
newsletter content. May, June and July 
will be up on the web shortly. Right 
now it looks good, runs good and all is 
well.

Subscriber Guide Tabled. Updating 
the Guide has been on the back burner 
but we will endeavor to have it whipped 
into shape soonish.

Museum No MVRM newsletters in 
the summer. They are getting tons of 
visitors despite the heat. Nelson Miller 
will be speaking at the September BBQ 
on the Old Spanish Trail Association. 
Stand by for a possible work weekend 
with Nelson.

News The Old Spanish Trail Association 
will be holding their annual convention 
in Barstow the first weekend in October. 
More info at their website:

http://www.oldspanishtrail.org/
participate/conference/annual_

conference.php

Rondy 2018 Jerry Dupree and Bob 
Jacoby are scouting Ridgecrest 
accommodations for our next annual 
DE Rendezvous. Checking on lodging, 
camping and RV sites, catering and site 
suitability. Discussed past Rondy site at 
the fairgrounds. Possible local, inbound 
and outbound trips could include the El 
Paso Mountains, Trona, California City, 
the Borax Museum, Panamints, Ballarat, 
Shoshone, rock art by Little Lake and 
maybe Little Petroglyph Canyon on the 
China Lake base. Will report back next 
meeting.

Trips Mal Roode reported Ron Lipari 
has a July trip to the White Mountains 
and Log Cabin Mine, Danny Siler 
will be leading an August trip in the 
Big Bear area. Bob and Sue Jaussaud 
will be leading an exploratory trip in 
the Spring Mountains in Nevada from 
September 19-21 plus a trip to Tonapah, 
the Belmont Mountains, Barcelona 
ghost town and Monitor Valley from 
October 23-27. Bill Powell is putting 
together an October trip in Nevada for 
2-3 days covering the Hastings Cutoff. 
Neal & Marian Johns will be leading a 
two day trip on the first segment of the 
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Mojave Heritage Trail out of Needles. 
Date is still undetermined. Discussed 
doing a trip in the Black Mountains near 
Barstow covering Inscription Canyon, 
Scouts Cove and Rainbow Basin. All 
agreed this needed to wait for much 
cooler weather and we will put it on the 
schedule for sometime in the first part 
of 2018. And thanks for the suggestion 
Ken Hemkin!

Discussion The subject of publishing 
specific trip meeting places and times 
in trip writeups was tossed around and 
it was generally agreed that trip leaders 
should give that info out directly to 
folks after they sign up for the trips so 
the leader has a good head count and 
contact info for all the trip attendees. 
General info on the trip location, 
highlights, dates, degree of difficulty 
and special vehicle or gear requirements 
is what is really important in the initial 
trip writeup for the DE newsletter. • 
Sue Jaussaud is keeping an eye on news 
about the Walking Box Ranch between 
Nipton and Searchlight. (Karl Welch’s 
old ranch). • Reminded everybody 
who is leading a trip to either DO a 
trip report after the trip or ASSIGN the 
reporting to someone on the trip. We 
need your words and photos! • The huge 
collection of petroglyph and pictograph 
slides from DE member Dwight Stroud 
is now safe from the elements with 
Dennis Casebier in his archive building 
in Goffs. Dwight passed away several 
years ago and all agreed he would 
approve. Mal Roode scanned all the 
slides and will try to locate his files so 
other DE folks might get a copy on CD 
or DVD in the future.

News All of us were saddened by Jerry 
Harada’s accident and grave condition. 
Prayers and good wishes from everyone 
who knows him (and that is ALL of us) 
go out to him and his family.

Next meeting  Neal & Marian Johns’ 
home, September 9th, 11:00 a.m.

Christmas Party  December 16th

Adjourned 1:15 p.m.

Left:  
Deb Miller 
Marschke 
and Dolly 
Dupree 
comparing 
notes

Right: Emmett Harder 
with Bill and Julie 

Smith. It’s possible, 
Emmett just might be 

telling a story here.

Below: Ruth Harder 
explaining the world 
to the guys. From left 
to right: Jerry Dupree, 
Ruth, Jay Lawrence, 
Bob Jaussaud

Right:  
The old rake in action –  
Legendary sweet talker 

Neal Johns moving in on 
Web Goddess Debbie Miller 
Marschke. Photo taken just 

before Deb told Neal that her 
husband Steve would

snap him like a twig  
if things got out of hand. 

That’s Marian in the 
background, ignoring him.

Photos courtesy of our 
gracious host, Allan Wicker.



July’s Mystery Spot: Ludlow, 
California. Here are the winners for 
July: Jean Roode, Joan Steiner, Bob 
and Sue Jaussaud, Deborah Miller 
Congratulations!

William T. Coleman and The Tonopah 
& Tidewater Railroad (T&T)

The RR operated between 1905 and 
1938 servicing mines and communities 
along a route which extended north from 
Ludlow, California into western Nevada. 
What began as one man’s challenge to 
a transportation problem at a borate 
mine east of Death Valley, resulted in 
a rail system that greatly benefited all 
those who lived in the surrounding area. 
The history of the T&T is a story of 
success in overcoming great obstacles 
in the desert regions of California 
and Nevada. These obstacles included 
long expanses of uninhabited land 
devoid of trees and surface water, steep 
mountains, dry lakes and rivers which 
were subject to flooding, etc. The great 
geologic forces which formed high grade 
mineral deposits also created conditions 
that were formidable barriers to their 
economic development

The occurrence of borate mineral 

deposits in the Death Valley region 
attracted early pioneers to that 
area. These minerals included 
borax, ulexite and colemanite which 
occurred naturally within lacustrine 
(lake) deposits at locations on the 
floor of Death Valley and in the hills 
surrounding the valley. William T. 
Coleman was the first to develop borate 
minerals from Death Valley. With the 
help of Chinese laborers, he successfully 
harvested “cottonball” ulexite from 
the mud flats. In 1882, Coleman built 
a processing plant to convert ulexite 
into borax, a more desirable commodity 
that could be marketed. He called his 
operations the Harmony Borax Works. 
(Digital-Desert.com)

We need more good guessers  
so I put in an easy one in June, then 
stayed local in July. Let’s get out there 
and figure out where I’m lost! ~Bob P

Yes, it’s true. Bob is lost again. 
Apparently when he is found he doesn’t 
stay found long. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

Lost: Where am I?



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Newsletter Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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