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Pinkham Canyon 
Trip Report

November 11-12 • By Jerry Dupree

We had a great trip beginning 
with meeting at “The Rock 
Camp” about three miles 

from the Hayfield off ramp of I-10, east 
of Chiriaco Summit. The trip was led 
by Jerry and 
Dolly Dupree 
and attended 
by Mignon 
Slentz, her 
son Joaquin, 
and Greg, a 
high school 
classmate of 
hers. Greg 
camped out 
but did not 
accompany 
us on the trip. Mal 
Roode was with us, 
and we were met 
at the Cottonwood 
entrance road to 
Joshua Tree National 
Park by Pete and 
Janet Austin, who 
“camped” in a hotel 
in Indio. Sadly, Lindsey had to change 
her plans because of a family emergency  

    and was not able to be with us. We 
had good cell phone reception, which 
allowed us to make connections at the 
right time without being rushed and no 
one was late.

Due to the three day weekend we 
established and occupied the campsite 
early Thursday. We had some rude 
neighbors near us who were speeding 
around our camp with ATVs and dirt 
bikes, as well as firing guns at night.

Our first destination was the site 
of Camp Young, which was the WWll 
headquarters desert training facility for 
preparing Patton’s army for the invasion 
of North Africa. It was active for over 
two years preparing and training for 
D-Day and the war in the Pacific. It 
was one of 15 training camps in the 

California, 
Arizona, and 
Nevada desert. 
It was a very 
appropriate 
stop due to the 
significance of 
Veteran’s Day 
weekend.

The next 
stop was 
the Bajada 
nature trail, 

just inside the 
National Park. It 
is a pleasant stroll 
across a small 
bridge with well 
marked trails and 
signs describing 
the plant and 
animal life in 

the “bajada” desert habitat. There are 
benches to sit and enjoy the serenity.  
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Mal on the Rocks    Janet Austin

Bajada Nature Trail
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Bajada is a Spanish word for flood plain.
We stopped at the Park Visitor’s 

Center to check in and anyone “under 
age” (under 62) to pay the $20 entrance 
fee. We 
looked at 
exhibits 
and 
souvenirs. 
I just had 
to buy a 
tee shirt.

Our 
schedule 
was to 
continue 
to Cotton-
wood Spring. Since 
the parking lot was 
full, we shifted to 
Plan B, which was 
to return to Cot-
tonwood Spring 
after four-wheeling 
through Pinkham 
Canyon.

The tour of 
Pinkham Canyon 
begins across the 
road from the 
Visitor’s Center/
Ranger Station. 
Pinkham Canyon 
was once a gold 
mining area. I was 
unable to find out 
the origin of the 
name. The trip 
descends from its 
trail head near the 
southern entrance 
to the National 
Park through sand 
washes, mountain 
passes, gorges, 
and rock outcroppings. It is obvious that 
the vegetation varies according to water 
sources, sun exposure, and altitude. All 
of it was beautiful. We only met three 
other vehicles on the trail, so there were 
no traffic inconveniences. Four-wheel 
drive was necessary in soft sand areas 

and certainly when we encountered a 
couple of areas with large rocks. We 
stopped for lunch and then continued at 
a pace that would not damage vehicles 

or their 

contents, and would allow 
everyone to enjoy the views. About half 
way through the trip Mignon informed 
us that her son Joaquin was suffering 
from the effects of an accident and they 
would have to leave us. It took about 3 
1/2 hours to complete the trip through 

Pinkham Canyon and end up very near 
the starting point at Cottonwood Road 
off ramp of I-10. We returned to the 
Visitor’s Center, approximately eight 
miles and about one  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mile from 
Cottonwood Spring, 
where we were all 
able to find parking 
spaces. We hiked 
down to a beautiful 
palm oasis with an 

abundance 
of birds 
and past 
evidence 
of Native 
American 
life. There 
are grind 
stones in 
the rocks 
for grinding 
mesquite 
beans 
and other 
naturally 
available 
food. There 
are hiking 
trails of 
varying 
difficulty 
with scenic 

views of rock formations and desert 
plants. At the end of the hike we enjoyed 
a beautiful desert sunset. All agreed that 
it was a wonderful trip.

   ~ Jerry Dupree
Photos by Jerry & Dolly Dupree and Janet Austin
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Bajada Nature Trail Plaque

Cottonwood Spring - Dolly Dupree

Mignon’s Campsite      

Joaquin’s Camp site

The Pinkham Canyon Crew

Mal dodging rocks again
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This past Thanksgiving, we and 
several other Desert Explorers joined 
Chris & Leslie Ervin (Archivist of the 
Library at Goffs) for a turkey feast at 
Goffs. Then Friday, Steve and Debbie 
led us on a trip to the Keystone Mine 
in the New York Mountains. About a 
half hour after we left Goffs, Bob and 
Sue Jaussaud, who were the sweep right 
behind us, noticed smoke coming out 

of the camper and via the CB said we 
were on fire. We immediately stopped 
and sure enough - smoke was pouring 
out of the back of the camper. It could 
have been so much worse if we, rather 
than Bob and Sue, had been tail end; we 
wouldn’t have discovered the problem 
until it was too late. 

While I fumbled around, quick-
thinking Steve got his fire extinguisher 

and put out the fire inside the camper. 
Thank you, Steve! Damage was a hole 
in the canvas over the stove burner 
(some idiot left it on when he put the top 
down). All four of our blankets that were 
stashed under the table were burned and 
the table itself was scorched. Two of our 
four cushions were partially melted and 
the big catch-all box on the floor and 
part of its contents were ruined. 

After all of the excitement we 
gathered our senses and decided we 
might as well continue on. Back on the 
road again, we drove over a “good” 
(DE term) road to the mine and found 
lots of new lumber that Dave Nichols, 
the Mojave Preserve’s Archaeologist, 
has hauled in for further rehab of the 
cabin and loading dock.

After returning to Goffs that evening, 
we all pigged out on left-overs and then, 
since we no longer had a usable camper 
that we could sleep in, we drove on 
home that night. 

Thanks again, Steve.     ~ Neal

Desert Explorer Alan Heller tried his 
hand at one of the Pala gem sites where 
on a good day you can find tourmalines, 
kunzites, morganites and according to 
their website at www.digforgems.com. 
“Screen the dump piles of material we 
take out of our mine and find the gems 

we’ve missed—and we miss a lot! You 
get to keep everything you find at no 
extra charge; the standard dig fee allows 
you to keep all you find and you can take 
home one 5-gallon bucket of rocks that 
you have screened and washed.”

Looks like Alan had some big fun!

Prospector Alan Heller at Pala

– Fire! – Fire! – Fire! –

Halloween 2016
This Year Deb Got Out The Vote!

http://www.digforgems.com


by Bob Jaussaud 
Sure hope that you all had as wonder-

ful a 2016 Thanksgiving as we did. 
Following kind of a tradition, 

a small group of Desert Explorers 
gathered again on the East Mojave for 
Thanksgiving. Our hosts were Leslie 
and Chris Ervin and Leslie’s folks, 
Shirley and Kib Roby. They filled us 
with turkey, ham and everything else one 
could expect. How did we get so lucky? 

There were 15 of us around the 
festive table including Neal and Marian 
Johns, Mignon Slentz with her son, 
Joaquin, Debbie and Steve Marschke, 
Glenn Shaw, Cheryl and Rich Dodsen, 
plus Bob and Sue Jaussaud. As usual, we 
ate too much turkey and too many pies. 
Everything was wonderful. 

Two days of field trips and left overs 
followed. Friday, we worked our way 
over a rough road to the Keystone Mine. 
Believe it or not, Neal and Marian 
Johns had never been there before. They 
almost didn’t make it. Part way there, 
Sue saw smoke coming out of their 
camper! Steve’s quick action is the only 
thing that saved their rig. Too bad, Neal. 
The new camper will have to wait. 

Saturday was our day to explore the 
Hackberry area and we hiked into a little 
known spring and old mining area. Then 
we headed to some abandoned claims. 
Steve showed us an old drilling rig he 
and Deb had discovered. We continued 
exploring until the sun went down and 
we, sadly, had to call it quits.   
    ~ Joso
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Christmas Party
Saturday, December 17

Once again the Christmas party and potluck 
will be at Allan and Ding Wicker’s house. 
Bring a dish to share for the potluck and a 

wrapped gift, under $15, labeled either for a 
man or woman, or, if you prefer, unisex.

After a brief meeting at 11:00 a.m. we will 
enjoy the potluck and the humorous  

gift exchange which will teach  
everyone a lot about stealing from your 

neighbor and friend. Come on out and enjoy  
the feasting and fun.

Thanksgiving 
on the Desert



This year, Desert Explorers returned 
to the Gobi Desert, as Ron Ross and I 
travelled there with Overseas Adventure 
Travel to add one more Desert visit to 
our “bucket list.” 

As we flew from Mongolia’s capital, 
Ulaan Baataar to Dalanzadgad (DZ) in 
the Gobi Desert in our little Hunnu Air 
propjet, the landscape looked like we 
were flying over the Arizona or Nevada 
desert. It is a desolate area with no roads 
and no signs of civilized life for a long 
time; it gives you a feeling of just how 
big this desert area is. As we got closer 
to our destination, I began to see pockets 
of water…what looks like muddy lakes. 
And as we start the descent, we see some 
greenery in the valleys, potentially some 
creeks or ground water for plants to 

survive on. 
We collect our 

luggage and exit the 
tiny airport where our 
nice four-wheel-drive 
vans are waiting for our 
group. We are all excited 
to see what kind of 
adventure awaits us here. 
Down on the ground, the 
place looks like the foothills of Wheeler 
peak in Nevada: fairly high mountains 
with broad flat valleys. DZ is a town of 
15,000 inhabitants with traditional ger 

tent districts. Many families have a small 
brick home and a traditional ger tent 
right next to it.                    

Shortly, we are out of town and turn 
off on a bouncy 
two-track dirt road. 
In our thoughts are 
40 miles of this to 
our camp!!! Soon 
we stop at a guest 
ger camp for lunch. 
It is a nice lodge 
with beautifully 
carved bar and 
crystal chandelier 
and sconces on the 
walls. 

After lunch, we are back 
on the road to our camp. We 

are driving 
down this 
broad grassy 
valley, 
butted by 
mountains in 
the distance. 
This is very flat 
country with minimal 
streams or rocks to 
disturb the roads. As a 

result, there are multiple parallel tracks 
that constantly crisscross leading to 
individual gers or ger camps. When the 
washboard in one track gets really bad, 

the driver just takes off cross country to 
locate a smoother track to follow. If he 
finds a better track, he takes it, if not, he 
just makes a new track. Interestingly, 

there are no road or directional signs of 
any kind, and we wonder how the drivers 
know where to go.

This flat country lacks any significant 
streams, so it is punctuated by watering 
holes several miles apart that were 
installed by the Russians years ago when 
Mongolia was a Soviet satellite state. 
The valleys are now grazed by many 
different household animals: horses, 
goats, sheep, and camels. Along the way, 
we see individual family gers with herds 
of horses, camels and sheep. It must be 
a tough life out here in such desolation. 
There is nothing close by. Finally, we 
arrive to our ger camp. A nice big lodge 
with deck all around it and with our 
individual gers lined up in neat rows.     

Every afternoon we have a happy 
hour on the deck, observing the wide flat 
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Desert Explorers in the Gobi Desert 
by Nancy Maclean

Tradidional ger tent next to a brick house

 Our ger camp and lodge 

Our home in the  
Gobi desert 

Our 4x4 vans waiting  



plain around 
us as far as the 
eye can see. 
And in the 
distance, family 
gers with herds 
of animals all 
around. At one 
point, a herd of 
goats grazed 
through camp, 
and a lady with 
a little girl 
came to chase the goats 
away. She then jumped 
on her motorcycle, which 
was parked in the grass 
nearby, and continued 
herding the goats home. 
In the distance, we could 
see horses at the trough 
drinking water, and 
when finished, they too 
wandered home. 

While we were all enjoying our happy 
hours, our excellent drivers, owner 
operators, were working on their vans, 
cleaning them, inspecting them, and 
tightening the screws and connections 
that might have gotten loose driving 
these seriously wash-boarded roads. 

Next morning, as we walked out of 
the lodge, we enjoyed the crisp fresh air, 
clear blue skies, and the yellow-green 
desert sprawled all around us as far as the 
eye can see. Only herds of goats, sheep 
and horses 
quietly 
grazed 
around us. 
We are 
looking 
forward to a 
hike in the 
mountains 
of the Gobi 
Desert. 

As we 
drive through the desert, we see a herd 
of two humped camels grazing, and we 
get out of our vans to take pictures and 
walk toward them. They see us and make 

a circle 
around 
their 
babies to 
protect 
them. 
Their 
humps 
are strait 
up, which 

means they have been feeding and 
drinking well. They are as curious about 
us as we are about them. 

There are multiple parallel roads so 
our vans are 
all driving 
three and 
four abreast 
so nobody 
has to 
eat dust. 
However, 

they are barreling 
down the road at 
40 mph, across 
the bumps and 
ruts without 
slowing down 
and I am hanging 
on for dear life. 

We finally make it to the trailhead, 
for a beautiful hike into Yolyn Am 
(Mongolian for Vulture Valley). It is a 
deep and narrow gorge in the Gurvan 

Saikhan Mountains and contains a 
variety of colorful wildflowers scattered 
along the streambed and tiny pikas 
running all around. We hiked about 
3.5 miles with a multitude of stream 
crossings and even one waterfall to 
scramble down.

The next morning, I woke up at 4 
a.m., and decided to peek outside to look 
at the stars. There were more stars in the 
sky than I have ever seen, and the Milky 
Way was so bright it felt like I to could 
almost touch it. This is the first time that 
I saw the stars on this trip, as the days 
are so long here that when we go to 
sleep around 10 p.m., the sun is still up 
in the sky.

The next day, we are off to visit 
a camel herding family, and in the 
afternoon, will visit the area known as 
Flaming Cliffs. As we drive through the 
desert by the solitary family gers, we 
notice that they all have solar panels and 
satellite dishes, and usually a car, a truck 
and a couple of motorcycles.

When we arrive at the camel herd-
ing family’s ger, they invite us in, and 
offer us camel milk cheese (which tastes 

like our 
cottage 
cheese) 
and fer-
mented 
camels 
milk 
(which 
tastes like 
our plain 
yogurt). 
The lady 

of the house gave us a hands-on lesson 
on making felt from the sheep’s wool, 
which they use for covering their gers, 
as well as for blankets, clothing, pot 
holders, etc.

For our next activity, our hosts help 
us get on the camels for a ride through 
the sand dunes. The camels kneel down 
on the ground so we can easily climb on, 
and they have a nice saddle that fits in 
between their two humps. I am instructed 
to lean on the back hump while the camel 
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Hike in the Vulture Valley

Tracks through the desert

Nomads’ home in the desert

Riding camels in the red sand dunes
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is getting up. Next, a young boy maybe 
9 years old is leading my camel to wait 
in line until everybody is ready to start 
riding toward 
the sand dunes. 
These are red 
sand dunes, 
sort of like our 
Coral Dunes 
in Arizona. 
My camel was 
well behaved, 
and very 
comfortable 
riding, 
much more 
comfortable 
than the one 
humper we 
rode in Rajastan, India. Today’s was a 
nice ride through the desert, and every 
so often my camel would stop to graze 
on the greenery along the way. As I was 
riding, I thought to myself, it is hard to 
believe that I am here in the Gobi desert 
riding a two humped camel, something I 
would have never dreamt of doing in my 
younger days. 

Next on 
the agenda 
was a hike 
in the area 
called the 
Flaming 
Cliffs, a 
wonderful 
area of 
red rock 
outcroppings 
lifting 
vertically 
from the 
valley of 
red sand. In 
many ways, 
it reminded 
me of 
Monument 
Valley, but it 
was different.       

On the way back to our camp, we 
passed by a Naadam festival, sort of like 

a local county fair where the locals set 
up tents catering food and the ubiquitous 
fermented mare’s milk (FMM), and 

conduct 
competitions 
in the three 
national 
sports: archery, 
horsemanship, 
and wrestling. 
It was really 
fun to watch 

the locals, dressed in brightly colored 
outfits, socializing and passing around 
large bowls of FMM to share. Since it 

was late afternoon when we got there, 
they were awarding prizes for the 
horsemanship, a fat sheep and a felt 
ger cover, which contestants were very 
happy to receive. However, we were able 
to witness the finals of their Mongolian 
wrestling match. This was between the 
standing winner who looked like an 
old pro and a young ambitious local; 
both were scantily dressed in red bikini 
bottoms and long sleeved crop tops. As 
the festival ended, the locals packed their 
gear and prize winnings into their trucks 
and we headed back to our ger camp for 
the happy hour, dinner and packing for 
our early morning departure. The neon 

red, pink 
and gold 
colors of the 
sunset sky 
with horses 
grazing in 
the horizon 
was a 
perfect 
ending to 
our magical 
adventure 
in the Gobi 
Desert.

The next 
morning we 
boarded our 
comfortable 
vans in 
complete 
darkness and 
wondered 
how the 
drivers 
would find 
their way to 
the airport 
without a 
GPS. Along 
the way, 
we were 
rewarded 
with an 

extraordinary desert sunrise as we said 
good bye to this exotic part of the world.

  ~ Nancy Maclean

Flaming Cliffs 
With our driver Enghe 
and his van

Unforgettable Gobi sunset 
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From Bob and Sue Jaussaud’s DE Scrapbook

Twenty years ago

Coyote Holes

East Mojave rarity

Fun times - many passed

Rondy inbound

Neal & Marian Johns



As I think everybody knows, I 
have always been fascinated by 
roads and trails. Despite my love 

of dirt roads, my favorite road since I was 
a child is Route 66. Route 66 originated 
in 1926 as one of the first year-round 
motoring routes to California from the 
East. The route crossed eight states from 
Chicago to Los Angeles and pretty much 
obtained legendary status from the be-
ginning. This year is the 90th anniversary 
of this, the “Mother Road”, and much is 
happening to celebrate it. 

I got interested in Route 66 from an 
early age. Every summer starting in the 
1950s my family took a cross-country 
road trip from the Los Angeles area to 
Ohio. That means we traveled Route 66 
from Southern California to St. Louis. As 
a family we probably did this trip eleven 
or twelve times. That is why I was really 
excited to attend the recent Route 66 
International Convention in downtown 
Los Angeles. The theme of the conven-
tion was Route 66 in California. Going 
in I thought I knew a lot about Route 66 
in this area. However, I realized I knew 
very little compared to the junkies who 
attended this convention. There were 
people there who had driven the road as 
many as 70 times and were incredibly 
knowledgeable about every single one of 
the 2,450 miles .

I learned at the convention that a lot 
of things are going on with the California 
section of the road which extends from 
Needles to Santa Monica. In February 
2016 the Mojave National Monument 
was established by the President. Includ-
ed in the monument is the section from 
Needles to Barstow. A Master Plan is be-
ing developed for this section with input 

from the National Park Service and BLM. 
The next step will be to obtain National 
Scenic Byway status for this particular 
section of the road. Needles and Barstow 
are being designated as the Gateway 
Cities for the Scenic Byway. The plan is 
to create significantly more interpretation 
along this stretch of road, including sig-
nificant development of Route 66 attrac-
tions in both cities. The overall objective 
is to preserve the iconic legacy of the 
road. This includes the preservation of the 
various alignments of the road as well as 
preserving historical buildings and attrac-
tions along the route.

Needles to Barstow isn’t the only 
section of the route that is receiving at-
tention. Until now the portion of the road 
through the Los Angeles Basin has been 
largely ignored. That is about to change. 
Many of the towns in southern California 
are now realizing the significance of the 
road through their area. A good example 
is Rancho Cucamonga which has opened 
a Route 66 museum along with preserv-
ing an old gas station. Also, the Wigwam 
Motel in Rialto has been refurbished 
and this legendary place is now sold out 
every night with Rialto becoming a major 
Route 66 tourist spot. 

As you follow the road heading west, 
there is the famous Wolf Market in Cla-
remont that has been in the same spot on 
the Mother Road for most of its 90 years. 
(Allan and Ding live within shouting dis-
tance of this landmark.) Heading farther 
west there are incredible landmarks that I 
didn’t even know existed. These include 
the historic Aztec Hotel in Monrovia, the 
Rialto Theater in South Pasadena, and the 
Four Oaks Pharmacy in Pasadena. These 
are just a few of the landmarks along the 

road that could receive national historic 
status, if they don’t already have it.

From 1926 to 1936 Route 66 ended at 
7th and Broadway in downtown Los An-
geles. There is still a sign at the southwest 
corner of this intersection designating this 
original terminus point. However, in 1936 
the route was extended to Santa Monica, 
mainly following Santa Monica Blvd. as 
it headed west. This stretch existed from 
1936 to 1985 when Route 66 was decom-
missioned. There are legendary landmark 
spots along this portion as well, including 
the Formosa Café, Barney’s Beanery 
(where we had lunch on the convention 
bus tour) and the Hollywood Forever 
Cemetery. 

There is a misconception that the end 
of the trail was the Santa Monica Pier. 
However, this is absolutely incorrect. 
During the period 1936 to 1985 the route 
ended at Lincoln and Olympic in Santa 
Monica. (This is about one mile from 
my home!) For anyone interested in 
driving the various alignments of Route 
66 in Los Angeles County I highly 
recommend the book, Finding the End 
of the Mother Road by Scott Piatrowski. 
The book is outstanding. There are also 
a number of books covering the road in 
the rest of southern California and the 
rest of the country. I highly recommend 
the EZ66 Guide for Travelers by Jerry 
McClanahan.

Whatever part of Route 66 you travel 
you will find it incredibly interesting and 
a lot of fun. Yes, there are even some 
remaining dirt stretches on some of the 
older alignments. Maybe a DE trip on 
66 in Arizona and California might be 
worthwhile!

~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net
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East Ord & Fry 
Mountains

Saturday, December 10
Leader: Nelson Miller

We will continue exploration of the 
East Ord and Fry Mountains, north of 
Lucerne Valley. Meet at the Lucerne 
Valley Market, 32946 State Highway 
18, Lucerne Valley at 9:15 a.m. We will 
visit a number of sites from Bill Mann’s 
Volume 5, Guide to Lucerne Valley, 
including mines (including a unique 
arrrastra), Cougar Buttes (King of the 
Hammers is conducted here), beautiful 
scenery, and unique geological and 
biological features. The Ord Mining 
District was established in the 1870’s 
and there was active mining in this area 
into the 1930’s, with copper mined in 
this area again during World War II. 
Resources included gold, silver, lead, 
and copper. There is a great map of the 
motorized and non-motorized trails, with 
Route Numbers, in the National Forest 
and BLM areas available at the market 
for just $3. If you want to get one, arrive 
early and visit the store. There will be 
soft sand, plenty of opportunities for 
desert pin-striping, and lots of dust, 
unless we get more rain. This trip 
will involve some exploring to locate 

certain features from Bill Mann’s books, 
especially the arrastra at Fry Mountain. 
If you have used his books, you know 
that his GPS coordinates do not always 
match today’s instruments. 

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 

but this is not required.

Santa Ana 
Mountains Tour

January 7, 2017
Leader: Bob Jacoby

CB 13 
Who says there is no off roading 

in Orange County? Join us for an 
interesting and scenic ridgetop trip 
across the Santa Ana Mountains. We 
will follow the Main Divide Road from 
above Lake Elsinore to Santiago Peak. 
We will then briefly retrace our steps to 
exit the mountains on the spectacular 
Indian Truck Trail.

We are tentatively planning a 
museum stop and a group dinner once  
we get back to the flat lands. This should 
be a very fun day filled with scenery and 
some interesting, moderately difficult 
roads. In fact, most of the trip will be 
easy but there are several very steep 

places where significant erosion has 
occurred. As a result, high clearance and 
four wheel drive will be required. 

An Adventure Pass will also be 
required to go on the trip. This is an 
absolute requirement of the Cleveland 
National Forest.

Email Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.

net if you plan to go on this fun one day 

trip. Specific instructions regarding the 

meeting place will be provided. Thanks.

Sidewinder 
and Stoddard 

Mountains
Saturday, January 21
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet in front of Walmart (20251 
State Highway 18 – Happy Trails 
Highway, Apple Valley, CA), next to 
McDonalds at 9:15 a.m. There are 
dinosaurs to see in the desert! We will 
visit dinosaurs, Fairview Dry Lake, see 
guzzlers, mines, springs and wells, not 
to mention interesting scenery, as we 
explore the area between Apple Valley 
and Barstow.

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Mark Your Calendars!
The 2017 Desert Explorers Rendezvous will be held March 10 through March 12 in Blythe, 

California. There will be the usual inbound trips, including a tour of the historic Bradshaw Trail. 
On Friday evening we will have a potluck and establish the Silent Auction. Saturday will offer a 
choice of several different trips, including a jaunt into Arizona. On Saturday evening there will 
be a BBQ dinner catered by a local restaurant. In addition, we will have an after dinner speaker. 

Finally, on Sunday there will be outbound trips, including a visit to the remote Patton cabin 
and a trip over Patton Pass. More specific information will be available in future newsletters 
along with the registration form.
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‘Lost’ winners this month were 
Nelson Miller, Mal Roode, Randy 
Matthews and Marian Johns (Neal 
is still lost). The location was Bickel 
Camp in the El Paso Mountains. 
Frequent winner Alan Schoenherr is still 
looking for Bob in Death Valley.

From www.bickelcamp.org “Bickel 
Camp and its cabin is a historic 1930’s 
era mining camp close to Ridgecrest, 
California, in the El Paso Mountains. 
Thanks to the Garlock fault, geothermal 
action, and other geological events, the 
El Paso Mountains are a picturesque, 
colorful, and mineralized area. Native 

Americans revered Black Mountain, 
the highest elevation within the El Paso 
range at just over 5000 feet. The Native 
American Indians left an abundance of 
petroglyphs, tool chippings and house 
rock rings in the area. Early miners 
were attracted by gold-bearing ancient 
river channels that lie exposed. Walt 
Bickel prospected, and came to stay in 
the early 1930s, at what is now known 
as Bickel Camp. Walt was a heavy 
equipment mechanic and machinist by 
trade. His camp has equipment and tools 
today that are irreplaceable and unique. 
They testify to the inventiveness and 

capability of 
a man living 
with the land 
and nature. 
Walt strove 
to learn about 
those things 
that would 
help in his 
understanding 
of the land he 
lived: botany 
for edible 

plants, archaeology for knowledge of 
Indians and their ways, geology and 
mining techniques, astronomy, etc. 
He was constantly applying ingenuity 
towards a task. An example on site is a 
self-made well digging machine that is 
comprised of several car frames, engine 
parts, gears, etc. that he used to dig a 
90 foot well. Few people today would 
be capable of achieving such a task. 
During WWII, Walt invented tools to 
aid soldiers in battle, and he received 
decoration for his efforts.”

— Jay Lawrence in for Bob Peltzman

Well, guess what? Bob is back from 
France now but he is lost again. No 
surprise there. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject and he will publish the names of 
people who correctly guess the location 
along with a new Lost puzzle to publish 
in the next newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Lost: Where am I?

Last month’s 
Lost: Where Am I ? 

http://www.bickelcamp.org


All Names in Party: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________________

Phone __________________________ Email ____________________________________________________

Everyone will make room or camping reservations separately. This can be done by calling Riviera at 760-922-
5350. (Ask for Sheri Day and let her know you are with the Desert Explorers.) The rates, not including the DE 
discount, are as follows: Full RV Hookup ($44), Tent Camping ($20), Cabins-Park Models ($98). Do not send 
money for reservations to Bob Jacoby. Please note that there are also several different motels in Blythe.

The following fees will be charged: Amount Total Number Total  

Registration Fee (per vehicle) $5 x        = $ _____________

Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) $15 x        = $ _______ ______  

Overall Total      $ ______________

n Please circle your menu choice:   Beef   Chicken   Pork   Vegetarian.  
If you have additional specific dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food. Anyone who has not paid for 
the dinner may not participate in any part of the dinner.

Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bob Jacoby, 2245 
Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064. We must receive registration materials no later than March 3. There 
will be no refunds. Please include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope! You must be a member of MRVM to go 
on any trip. 

Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck. Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. 
Contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) regarding 
Silent Auction questions. If you have any other questions, contact Bob Jacoby (rjacoby@att.net).

2017 
Desert Explorer Rendezvous

• Registration Form •
Riviera Resort • 500 Riviera Drive • Blythe, CA 92225

March 10-12 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)
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 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bob Jacoby, 2245 Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@icloud.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net

mailto:robertnshirl@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@icloud.com
mailto:daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:bandbgossett@verizon.net
mailto:jeanandsunny@gmail.com
mailto:jeanandsunny@gmail.com
mailto:echco@msn.com
mailto:echco@msn.com
mailto:famheller@msn.com
mailto:vlanehill@aol.com
mailto:mhach22@gmail.com
mailto:mhach22@gmail.com
mailto:jacoby.r@att.net
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:ronaldlipari@gmail.com
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:stevemarschke@gmail.com
mailto:jmcgw@verizon.net
mailto:nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:dmess@ctaz.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:bopeltzman@aol.com
mailto:12211102@gmail.com
mailto:mal@roode.com
mailto:DENewsltr@gmail.com
mailto:nansavagehealy@gmail.com
mailto:aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
mailto:lahapel@yahoo.com
mailto:desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
mailto:jubismith@gmail.com
mailto:annestoll@verizon.net
mailto:agstoll@csupomona.edu
allan.wicker@verizon.net



