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Mohave Road 
Trip

October 21-23 • By Neal Johns

We started out OK until we 
heard a voice over the cell 
phone that sounded just like 

Jerry. It could not be him, I camped with 
him last night. We told him to wait at 
Mohave Road 
Mile 3+ and 
we would pick 
him up (and we 
did). Stopping at 
Granite Spring, 
we turned the 
animals loose 
and they saw a 
few petroglyphs 
and a trickle 
of water 
before cries 
of “Onward, 
Onward” got 
them moving 
again.

Then it was onward to Fort Rock. 
Most of us made it all the way to the 
Fort, and then the same idiot started 
screaming again – “Onward, Onward.”

Since I had not heard that the way 
over the Piute Range had been fixed, I 
took the motley crew over the “Official  

     Bypass” route a few miles south.     
    Amazingly, we made it OK. The 
turns came up so fast, I had no chance 
to look at my GPS (I had stopped at the 
Museum and got their last copy of the 
Mojave Road Guide with GPS in it). I 
hope the Bypass had GPS in it too. Good 
job, Chris!

Next up was Watson Wash – heh, heh, 
heh, I took them down the Go Down 
into the wash and they made it! Darn! It 
is getting hard for a guy to have any fun 
anymore. To make up for it, I told them 
to walk up to the spring at Rock Spring 
before yelling at them. Then it was time 
for lunch, so after zooming by the Rock 
House, we pulled into the wash and had 
lunch. A real good Potluck dinner! Then 
we settled in for the night and woke up 
to another day.

Marl 
Springs was 
next, only 
a trickle of 
water there. 
It has not 
changed 
much. 
Feeling 
generous, 
I let them 
poke 
around a 
little while 
before 

giving them The Words.
The Post Office was fun, most of the 

people had not seen the more than 100 
Mohave Road Toads 100 feet behind the 
mailbox. And I had not seen the several 
other things behind them! You will have 
to go see for yourself.

Next were Soda Lake, and the 
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Monument, only a few people climbed 
up to the top to see what the Plaque said. 
They, of course, were sworn to secrecy.

Over Shaw Pass and into the sand 
we went. John Marnell and crew had 
recently put up many markers to show 
the way and they were invaluable. 
Marian (my driver) only overshot (by a 
half car length) twice. 

Once again, we passed through Afton 
Canyon without seeing the Boxcar 

buried with only a 
few inches of the 

top showing. Everyone made it through 
the water pit OK and by unanimous 
decision, we broke up and went home. 

Intrepid travelers were Neal and 
Marion Johns 
(our fearless 
and wonderful 
leaders), 
Janet and 
Peter Austin, 
Gerry and 
Dolly Dupree, 

Mignon Slentz, Vicki Hill and sister 
Cindy, Ron Lipari, Mike Volmert, Suzy 
Johnson and husband Terry, Tracy and 
Lindsay Woods, BJ and Jerrod Keeling 
(Woods and Keelings are new members) 
and Nelson Miller. Good trip.

   ~ Neal
Photos: Marian Johns, Nelson Miller, Jerry Dupree
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I am always interested in new 
equipment to help with off road 
adventures, 
especially 
when stuck or 
disabled. I am 
also a sucker 
for gimmicks 
and gadgets 
of all kinds 
and I have 
an extensive 
collection. 

I found a 
device called a 
Pull Pal which is 
designed to use 
with a winch for 
pulling out sand, 
mud, or snow. 
It was designed 
by a man who 
got stuck in sand 
out in the desert and he thought of this 
device as he walked out to get help. The 
retailer who sold it to me had literature 
about how well it worked. The device 
was originally designed in two sizes, but 
they only had the large one in stock. The 
“shovel” or “plow” part of the device 
is removable and needs to be attached 
and locked in to place. The whole thing 
weighs about 40-50 pounds and takes up 
a lot of space in a vehicle. 

Winches have their limitations, 
especially in the desert because there are 

few things large or strong 
enough to connect a winch 
to. Thus I thought I had a 
Eureka moment when I first 
saw a Pull 
Pal in an 
off road 
equipment 
store. 

The 
Pull Pal is 
a device 

which resembles a cross 
between a sea 

anchor and a 
plow. When 
connected 
to a winch 
and pulled it 
is supposed 
to dig itself 
deeper, thus enabling the stuck vehicle 
to pull itself out of a hole. I felt secure 
in the belief that in the event of burying 
my wheels in a soft spot that I could 
confidently use my Pull Pal and place it 
ahead of me, turn on my winch, and be 

delivered to where I would have enough 
traction to continue on my journey. 

One thing about a winch is the need 
to connect it to something solid that is at 

least as 
high as the 
center of 
the wheel 
of the 
vehicle. If 
the winch 
is too low, 
it will pull 
the front of 
the vehicle 
down, 

making it 
ineffective for 
pulling out of the 
stuck position. 
Under the best 
situation the Pull 
Pal would have 
to be higher than 
the wheels so the 

winch doesn’t pull the 
vehicle down. I needed to 
try using the Pull Pal on 
an occasion where I was 
stuck in soft sand. It could 
not dig itself in with any 
traction and there were no 
trees or large rocks. It just 
plowed itself toward me. I 
was fortunate enough to be 
in an area where there was 
cell phone reception and 
I contacted a four wheel 
friend who could come to 
my aid. I walked to a road 
so I could be found and we 

could return to my stuck truck. 
I still have the Pull Pal because I paid 

for it and wouldn’t think of selling it to 
anyone I know. It is too big, heavy, and 
simply doesn’t work. It was a nice try 
though.   ~ Jerry
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 Pull Pal Off Road Rescue Equipment by Jerry Dupree



Steve and I decided to celebrate our 
10 year wedding anniversary by giving 
ourselves an adventure. We decided 
to venture into the Northern Arizona 
backcountry.

First on the list- the north 
rim of the Grand Canyon 
overook “Tuweep” aka 
Toroweep. I had been there 
more than 20 years ago and 
Steve needed to see it. One 
of the things I discovered 
while planning the trip is 
that you now are required 
to obtain a backcountry 
permit to be in this area. 
This was done easily on 
line, which was also an 
opportunity to reserve one of 
the 10 campsites at Tuweep. 
We scoffed at the printed 
materials distributed to us by 
the National Park warning 
that the 70 mile dirt road was 
a tire muncher. It indicated 
that 25% of the vehicles that 
visited experienced a flat tire. 
It read, “Bring tire plugs and 
a portable air compressor 
to repair flat tires. Ensure 
you have enough fuel, full 
size spare tire, jack/lift, and 
owner’s manual. 
Tow service 
costs $1,000–
2,000 and 
assistance is not 
guaranteed. “ 
We ended up 
patching one 
of our Jeep CJ 
rear tire once 
on this road 
(by the third 
time patching the same tire a few days 
later, we just put on the spare). Ok, ok, 
the warning was pretty accurate! We 

reached the amazing overview of the 
Grand Canyon at dusk.

You may remember that we visited 
the Grand Canyon Skywalk in January. 
We were certain that this was not the 

purported 
“best 
view” and 
as Desert 
Explorers, 
we had 
the motivation to 
find it. Tuweep is 
located within the 
Arizona Strip, south 

of Colorado City / Fredonia. The Grand 
Canyon is narrower here, and you 
literally sit on the edge of the cliff and 

look 3000 feet straight down in a sheer 
vertical dropoff. I am not joking. Both 
of us were excited but also feeling jittery 
and unnerved by standing here. To get 
the best view, we got down on our belly 

and crawled to the edge. There 
are no handrails or barriers, 
just a sudden dropoff into 
oblivion. It made me think of 
what Edward Abbey said in 
Desert Solitaire – if you want 
to see something, you must get 
out of your confounded car and 
walk…better yet, crawl. We 
did. First thing in the morning, 
we took in the view again. 
Shades of light do change what 
can be seen, so it is a good idea 
to see Tuweep in the morning 
as well. We observed a group 
of kayakers in the Colorado 
River, attempting to conquer 
Lava Falls rapids. That was 
hair raising to watch even from 
our distance.

There are 10 campsites 
at Tuweep nestled up into 
the sandstone. We were 
interested in finding two 
“composting” toilets there, 
which looked rather new and 

the signage indicated 
that they were built by 
volunteers. This will 
do nicely to prevent the 
area from being littered 
by the toilet paper 
“white lilies.” The 
campground was half 
full and we were not 

impacted by the other campers.
 Compared to the SkyWalk (see 

DE newsletter February 2016), you will 
get a jaw dropping view without any 
other people crowding or frustrating you. 
You will get that woozy feeling standing 
on the edge, a thrill of a lifetime. You 
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Grand Canyon Overlook, Version 2.0 
by Debbie Miller-Marschke



won’t have any disappointments. 
You won’t have to endure any cheesy 
souvenir peddlers. You will be able to 
take as many photos and selfies as you 
want. You can camp there and enjoy 
solitude. You can hear 
and feel the wind. You 
can spend the night 
and watch the moon 
rise over the Grand 
Canyon. Access is 
significantly cheaper, 
the backcountry/
camping permit was 
$18.00 versus the 
Skywalk’s $65 per 
person price. Unless 

you factor in the price of the tire, 
which Steve and I chalk up to the 
“cost of doing business” when you 
own a 4 x 4.  

I am not sure when the name of 
the overlook formally changed to 
Tuweep, because it 
was called Toroweep 
when I first visited. 
I assume it had 
something to do with 
the National Park 
becoming involved, 
but the two names 
are interchangeable 
when referring to the overlook 
location. According to Wikipedia,” 
The term Tuweep, a Paiute word 
for “the earth”, was used for an 
early Mormon settlement in the valley, 
and is now used by the National Park 
Service to refer to the area. Toroweap, 
a Paiute term meaning “dry or barren 
valley”, strictly refers to the valley and 
the overlook.” John Wesley Powell was 
the first non-Native American to visit the 

location while he searched in vain for 
his lost members of the 1869 expedition. 
One of the interesting points is a view 
of Lava Falls, where the sides of the 
canyon clearly are made of 

hardened lava. 
Incredibly, the 
geologic history 
stated that this 
section of the 

grand canyon was once blocked by a 
lava flow that came from an extinct 
volcano on the North Rim, now called 
“Vulcan’s Throne.” It’s difficult to 
fathom, but then again, so is the actual 
carving of the Grand Canyon itself!

We were teased by all the side trips 
we could have taken as part of the trip 
to Tuweep. However, we had our sights 
set upon an area in Vermillion Cliffs 
so those ideas will be in the hopper for 

the next time we venture out into the 
Arizona Strip. The trailhead for the 
Tuckup trail began in the campground, 
and that boasts of some amazing 

pictographs called 
“Shaman’s Gallery” (It 
was much too hot when 
we visited in September 
to attempt such a hike, 
7.7 miles roundtrip). Not 
far away is the trail head 
that leads down to the 

river at Lava Falls, which drops more 
than 2500 feet in 2 miles to the river 
and some trail guides say the path is 
precarious (again, too hot in September). 
Lastly, we noted that one could continue 
deeper into the Arizona Strip hinterlands 
from this point and we must come back, 
preferably with more time and more 
spare gas cans. We drove to Tuweep 
from our house in Torrance, California 
in about 8 hours; the last 70 miles are 
graded unimproved dirt so factor in extra 
time because you really should not be 
driving more than 35 mph, so it takes 
about 2 hours from the pavement. There 
are several other approaches to Tuweep, 
but we chose the most reliable and 
direct. I think the reason why travelers 
get so many flat tires going to Tuweep 
is due to driving too fast, we were guilty 
of that and paid the price. After about 
an hour of the boring approach road 
through flat terrain, one tends to push the 
envelope.

We had a wonderful experience. 
Rating – 5 stars!       ~ Deb
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All Names in Party: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________________

Phone __________________________ Email ____________________________________________________

Everyone will make room or camping reservations separately. This can be done by calling Riviera at 760-922-
5350. (Ask for Sheri Day and let her know you are with the Desert Explorers.)  The rates, not including the DE 
discount, are as follows: Full RV Hookup ($44), Tent Camping ($20), Cabins-Park Models ($98).  Do not send 
money for reservations to Bob Jacoby. Please note that there are also several different motels in Blythe.

The following fees will be charged: Amount Total Number Total   

Registration Fee (per vehicle) $5 x              = $ _____________

Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) $15 x               = $ _____________   

Overall Total      $ _____________

Please circle your menu choice: beef, chicken, pork or vegetarian. If you have specific dietary needs, you  
will need to bring your own food. Anyone who has not paid for the dinner may not participate in any part of  
the dinner.

Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bob Jacoby, 2245 
Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064. We must receive registration materials no later than March 3. There 
will be no refunds. Please include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope! You must be a member of MRVM to go 
on any trip. 

Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck. Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction.  
Contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) regarding 
Silent Auction questions.  If you have any other questions, contact Bob Jacoby (rjacoby@att.net).

2017 
Desert Explorer Rendezvous

• Registration Form  •
Riviera Resort • 500 Riviera Drive • Blythe, CA 92225

March 10-12 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)
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Well, Alan Schoenherr was the 
only one to get the correct answer 
to our last puzzle, which was the 
Truckhaven area in Anza Borrego 
State Park. Bonus points if you 
figured out all the vehicles in the 
photo were Jeeps of one kind or 
another.

Truckhaven Hills is located near the 
Salton Sea in California and is the venue 
for the popular annual Tierra Del Sol 
Desert Safari.

The landscape lends itself to this 
event easily as the topography consists 
of sandy washes, rocky canyons, deep 
gorges with almost perpendicular walls 
and great hill climbs. As the soil is 
quite loose the rains cause the silt to be 
washed out like powdered sugar.

This changing topography provides 
an excellent challenge for a great 4x4 
run and is a good test for all the OHVs 
worth their name. Source: dirtopia.com

— Bob Peltzman

OK, this month Bob is REALLY lost. 
In France actually. Standing in for him 
is our Newsletter Guy, since he is pretty 
good at being lost too. Send your guess 
to Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net 
with the word “lost” in the subject and 
he will send me the names of people 

who correctly guess the location along 
with a different lost puzzle to publish in 
another newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Lost:
Where 
am I?

Bob’s October Where Am I ? Image
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West Ord 
Mountains

Saturday, November 5
Leader: Nelson Miller

We will explore the West Ord 
Mountains, north of Lucerne Valley. 
Meet at the Lucerne Valley Market, 
32946 State Highway 18, Lucerne Valley 
at 9:15 a.m. We will visit a number of 
sites from Bill Mann’s Volume 5, Guide 
to Lucerne Valley, including mines; 
springs and tanks; beautiful scenery; 
hunting blinds, petroglyphs and sleeping 
circles. The Ord Mining District was 
established in the 1870’s and there 
was active mining in this area into the 
1930’s. Resources included gold, silver, 
lead, and copper. There is a great map of 
the motorized and non-motorized trails, 
with Route Numbers, in the National 
Forest and BLM areas available at the 
market for just $3. If you want to get 
one, arrive early and visit the store. 
There will be some soft sand, plenty of 
opportunities for desert pin-striping, and 
lots of dust, unless we get more rain.

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required.

Pinkham Cyn  
Joshua Tree NP
Saturday, November 12th

Leader: Jerry Dupree
Pinkham Canyon, Joshua Tree 

National Park. Mark your calendars and 
send an email for all members planning 
to attend. November 12, (Veteran’s Day 
weekend). 

Pinkham canyon is in the southwest 
corner of the national park and is very 
scenic and a fun trip. High ground 
clearance and four wheel drive is 

required as there is a patch of rocks to 
navigate. 

The trip will begin with a campout 
in an area outside the park and east of 
Chiriaco Summit. For those who prefer 
“motel camping” there are hotels about 
20 miles away in Indio. They are located 
at the Fantasy Springs casino. One is a 
Holiday Inn Express and the other is at 
the casino. 

A side trip will be at Cottonwood 
Springs and includes ancient Indian 
grind stones in the rocks. There 
are several hiking trails of various 
difficulties. Camp Young is less than a 
mile from I-10and was the World War II 
desert headquarters camp used to train 
soldiers prior to deployment to North 
Africa and Europe. Examining satellite 
photos on Google Earth shows evidence 
of tank treads, buildings, roads, and air 
strips all over the desert between Indio 
and Blythe. 

We will provide more information 
in upcoming newsletters and an online 
handout to download and print. Included 
will be maps, photos, description, 
camping details and directions. 

Information regarding the trip can be 

viewed in You Tube: Pinkham Canyon 
Road Joshua Tree National Park 4wd 
Trail https://youtu.be/ZCIa8P7uFr0 

Jerry’s email is gwdupree@aol.com 

East Ord & Fry 
Mountains

Saturday, December 10
Leader: Nelson Miller

We will continue exploration of the 
East Ord and Fry Mountains, north of 
Lucerne Valley. Meet at the Lucerne 
Valley Market, 32946 State Highway 
18, Lucerne Valley at 9:15 a.m. We will 
visit a number of sites from Bill Mann’s 
Volume 5, Guide to Lucerne Valley, 
including mines (including a unique 
arrrastra), Cougar Buttes (King of the 
Hammers is conducted here), beautiful 
scenery, and unique geological and 
biological features. The Ord Mining 
District was established in the 1870’s 
and there was active mining in this area 
into the 1930’s, with copper mined in 
this area again during World War II. 
Resources included gold, silver, lead, 
and copper. There is a great map of the 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Pinkham Canyon

https://youtu.be/ZCIa8P7uFr0
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com


motorized and non-motorized trails, with 
Route Numbers, in the National Forest 
and BLM areas available at the market 
for just $3. If you want to get one, arrive 
early and visit the store. There will be 
soft sand, plenty of opportunities for 
desert pin-striping, and lots of dust, 
unless we get more rain. This trip 
will involve some exploring to locate 
certain features from Bill Mann’s books, 
especially the arrastra at Fry Mountain. 
If you have used his books, you know 
that his GPS coordinates do not always 
match today’s instruments. 

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 

but this is not required.

Santa Ana 
Mountains Tour

January 7, 2017
Leader: Bob Jacoby

CB 13 
Who says there is no off roading 

in Orange County? Join us for an 
interesting and scenic ridgetop trip 

across the Santa Ana Mountains. We 
will follow the Main Divide Road from 
above Lake Elsinore to Santiago Peak. 
We will then briefly retrace our steps to 
exit the mountains on the spectacular 
Indian Truck Trail.

We are tentatively planning a 
museum stop and a group dinner once  
we get back to the flat lands. This should 
be a very fun day filled with scenery and 
some interesting, moderately difficult 
roads. In fact, most of the trip will be 

easy but there are several very steep 
places where significant erosion has 
occurred. As a result, high clearance and 
four wheel drive will be required. 

An Adventure Pass will also be 
required to go on the trip. This is an 
absolute requirement of the Cleveland 
National Forest.

Email Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.

net if you plan to go on this fun one day 

trip. Specific instructions regarding the 

meeting place will be provided. Thanks.

Sidewinder 
and Stoddard 

Mountains
Saturday, January 21
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet in front of Walmart (20251 
State Highway 18 – Happy Trails 
Highway, Apple Valley, CA), next to 
McDonalds at 9:15 a.m. There are 
dinosaurs to see in the desert! We will 
visit dinosaurs, Fairview Dry Lake, see 
guzzlers, mines, springs and wells, not 
to mention interesting scenery, as we 
explore the area between Apple Valley 
and Barstow.

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required.
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December Meeting  
and Christmas 

Party
Saturday, December 17th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan 
Wicker’s House



Even though the state of the Desert 
Explorers is sound, we continue 
to face challenges to improve 

what we are doing and prepare for a 
future of fun and outstanding desert 
trips. There are at least four significant 
issues which we need to address. These 
issues are as follows:
 1 Appoint a Treasurer and fully 

reestablish the Treasurer function, 
 2 Develop more leaders so that we can 

have more trips, 
 3 Finalize the planning for the 2017 

Rondy, including the planning of 
Rondy trips, 

 4 Revise Subscriber Guide.

 1 Appoint a Treasurer The number 
one priority in the DE is to fully 
reestablish the Treasurer’s function. 
This can only be accomplished by 
the appointment of a Treasurer. 
Ted Kalil did a tremendous job in 
professionalizing the role of the 
Treasurer and helped establish 
systems and policies that can work 
effectively. The issue we face right 
now is that since Ted’s passing, we 
have fallen behind on some key 
areas including the maintenance of 
the subscriber spreadsheet and the 
sending of notification of renewal to 
newsletter subscribers. In addition, 
we have had to address some issues 
with our Wells Fargo bank account. 
The good news is that Jay Lawrence 
and I are getting these records up 
to date and what we need next 
is simply to appoint someone to 
serve as Treasurer and maintain the 
information. My guess is that the 
workload would be under eight hours 

per month. If you have any interest in 
performing this role, even if just for a 
one or two year term, please contact 
me. You will be a hero for the club.

 2 Increase the Number of Trips 
Another important issue for this club 
is to increase the number of trips we 
conduct. As we have stated before, 
the only way to accomplish this is to 
increase the number of leaders we 
have. Thanks to some great work 
by a number of people, particularly 
Debbie Miller, we have established 
a Leader’s Page on the DE website. 
This will be an invaluable asset to 
new leaders. If you haven’t seen this 
check it out. I think it takes some 
of the mystery out of trip leading. 
When you lead a trip you get to go 
where you want to go and you get 
to have a lot of great people follow 
you there. If you have any inclination 
to become a leader contact Trip 
Coordinator, Mal Roode, or myself, 
and we will get you started toward 
having a very rewarding experience 
and becoming a hero to the Desert 
Explorers.

 3 Finalize the Planning for the 2017 
Rondy Although there is still some 
significant work to do, we have 
mainly good news regarding the 
Rondy. As we mentioned last month 
we have finalized the dates (March 
10-12), the location (Blythe) , the 
venue (Riviera) and the Speaker 
(from the Colorado River Irrigation 
District). However, we are still 
having concerns about having 
enough trips for the weekend. At 
a minimum, we need to have two 

inbound trips on Friday, three trips 
emanating from Blythe on Saturday 
and two outbound trips on Sunday. 
Bill Neil, Nelson Miller, and Gerry 
Dupree have volunteered to each 
lead at least one trip. However, we 
still have several holes to fill. If you 
have any interest in leading any type 
of Rondy trip, please let me or Mal 
Roode know as soon as possible. We 
would like to finalize the schedule in 
the next four weeks or so.

 4 Revise and Update Subscriber 
Guide The Subscriber Guide, 
unfortunately, has generally fallen 
out of use. This comprehensive 
document was created many years 
ago as a manual to send to all 
members. It provides a very thorough 
discussion and explanation of what 
it means to go offroading, what the 
policies and practices of the club 
are and what resources and planning 
is needed to have a successful and 
fun trip. Unfortunately, several 
years ago we stopped mailing out 
this document. We need to edit and 
update the booklet and then email it 
to all current club members as well 
as to every new member as they join. 
This is another great benefit of being 
in the Desert Explorers.

There are plenty of other priorities 
that the club could get involved with. 
However, in the short term it is critical 
that we accomplish the tasks noted 
above. We have an incredible body of 
talent and enthusiasm in the DE. We 
need to focus that talent and enthusiasm 
toward the tasks noted above.

~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net


Wasteland
Debbie Miller-Marschke

Steve and I were enroute back 
from a trip and we ran into a group of 
creative folks headed 
to “Wasteland.” The 
gathering occurred 
this year on September 
22-25 in the desert near 
California City. This 
started as an annual 
gathering in 
2010. According 
to their website:

“Join over 
a thousand 
attendees 
coming from 
all over the the 
United States 
(and beyond) to gather in the Southern 
California desert for a four-day post-
apocalyptic festival. Set up camp at 
our wasteland compound, surrounded 

by specially-built sets. Costumes are 
required and post-apocalyptic campsites 
and vehicles are encouraged. Live for 
four days in a world pulled straight out 
of the Mad Max movies and other post-
apocalyptic films and games, beyond 

the grip of so-called 
civilization.

Top DJs and bands 
from all over will provide 
the soundtrack, fire 
dancers and bonfires will 
light up the night, and 
modified vehicles will 
shake the earth with their 

engines. Don’t miss it!
This is an ADULTS ONLY event.
 • Live bands &top DJs from 
California, Nevada, Arizona and 
beyond
 • Combat and stunt performers, 
fire dancers, wasteland burlesque, 

post-apocalyptic-style sideshow and 
circus acts and more

 • An armada of post-apocalyptic 
vehicles from all over the country

 • Wasteland merchants vending their 
wares and services in “Bartertown”

 • Jugger – The post-apocalyptic 
bloodsport of the future

 • Vehicle cruises, themed games, 
contests, and activities
 I asked if the event was similar to 

Burning Man and after hearing a few 
expletives, I was informed that this 
“full immersion” event should never be 
associated with Burning Man. The group 
had traveled all the way from Montana. 

11 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 246 noveMbeR 2016

Christmas Party
Saturday, December 17

Once again the Christmas party and potluck 
will be at Allan and Ding Wicker’s house. 
Bring a dish to share for the potluck and a 

wrapped gift, under $15, labeled either for a 
man or woman, or, if you prefer, unisex.

After a brief meeting at 11:00 a.m. we will 
enjoy the potluck and the humorous  

gift exchange which will teach  
everyone a lot about stealing from your 

neighbor and friend. Come on out and enjoy  
the feasting and fun.

1948 Jeep
Good Afternoon! I have a 1948 

Jeep for sale. I thought you or one 
of your club members might be 
interested. I am open to cash offers. 
I will also barter for other vehicles. I 
can do part trade, part cash. I can also 
just trade straight across, depending on 
your vehicle’s value.

302 engine Cobra equipped, 
4-speed transmission, BF Goodrich 
All-Terrain tires, 33-inch tires, 
Chrome rims, high back bucket seats, 
fresh paint, new gaskets throughout, 
fresh oil change, new plugs & wires. 
Runs and drives great. It was on a non-
op while being restored, so no back 
fees. 

Click here for more pics. 
https://www.facebook.com/
MelissaChristineSaldana/media

Melissa Saldana (209) 688-4798

https://www.facebook.com/


A Good 
Day on the 

Desert 
by Bob Jaussaud 

There are many ways to explore the 
desert and one way that can be very 
rewarding is exploring on Google Earth. 
When 
we find 
something 
of interest, 
we figure 
out how to 
get there 
and figure 
out a time 
to go. Such 
was the 
case last 
weekend 
when Ron 
Lipari, Vicki 
Hill, Mignon 
Slentz, 
Cindy Lane 
and Mike 
Vollmert 
came to visit. 
I had spotted a 
hidden dry lake 
bed on the side of 
Flat Top Mountain 
that needed to be 
checked out. So 
we headed out for 
an adventure. Our 
first find was a habitation 
cave with two old bed 
frames in it, probably from 
the 1930’s. Further along, 
we crossed an old road and 
decided to hike it a ways. 
To our happy surprise, we 
found several old cars. 
Speculating why they were 
there, we discovered they 

were on an old road to the Ibex Mine.
So, the next thing to do after 

returning home is to see if we can find 
anything out about our finds. It turns out 
the Ibex Mine 
was a rich gold 
deposit that was 
purchased by P. 
K. Klinefelter in 
1892. In a Los 
Angeles Herald 
Newspaper 
from 1892, it is 

described as a 
“veritable bonanza” 
only eleven miles 
from Needles. 
The ore that was 
being removed was 
described in the article 

as causing “the eye to twinkle, the breath 
to come faster and the hand to tremble.” 
The article closed by saying, “talk about 
your lost Pegleg, your Breyfogle or 

your Comstock, what are they to the 
Ibex? The outlook for Needles is truly 
delightful.”

By the way, the dry lake bed on the 
side of Flat Top turned out to be a good 
hike too. We were not the first ones 
there, though. Someone had aligned 
some of the rocks on the lake bed to read 
“JN. 3:16”. It was sobering to hear Ron 
Lipari recite the bible verse. “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Back in the cars, we discovered an 
old road that led all the way around Flat 
Top Mountain. We came to familiar 
territory when we bounced into the Flat 
Top Spring area. It was a good day on 
the desert.  ~ Joso
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 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bob Jacoby, 2245 Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90064

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@icloud.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net
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