
Canyonlands, Utah

The White 
Rim Road

Sept. 11-18, 2015
By Mignon Slentz

T 
he 100 + mile White Rim Road 
loops around and below the 

Island in the Sky mesa top and provides 
expansive views of the surrounding area. 

Part of the group, 
which included Marian 
Johns, Bob and Sue 
Jaussaud, Glenn 
Shaw, Ron Lipari 
and Mignon Slentz 
met up at Hackberry, 
AZ. From there, we 
proceeded to Flagstaff 
and then headed 
north on 89 and east 
on 160 to camp at 
Navajo National 
Monument where 
we spent a pleasant, 
cooler evening.  Next morning before 
departing, we stopped at the Visitor’s 
Center and took a short hike on the 
Sandal trail to view the distant Anasazi 
ruins of Betatakin. 

  On our drive through Monument  
   Valley, we stopped at Gouldings 
for a quick “look – see”and then on 
to Moab, Utah to locate a campsite at 
Upper Drinks on the Colorado River 
and meet up with the other participants 
which included Mal Roode and Ellen 
and Nelson Miller. Maps and books 
were purchased at the Visitor’s Center 
along with refreshments at a nearby 
establishment.  Sunday morning, gassed 
and watered, we headed out to begin our 
great adventure.

At Island in the Sky Visitor’s Center, 
we checked in with the Ranger.  After 
showing our permits and READING 
THE RULES (we had to sign that we 
actually read the rules), he printed 
up passes for our 6 vehicles.  Before 
descending the notorious  Shafer Trail, 
we drove the 10 mile mesa top road 

leading to spectacular overlooks and 
hiked a short loop to Mesa Arch for a 
group photo.

The White Rim Road and Plateau 
were both named after a thin but very 
hard layer of White Rim Sandstone that 
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was deposited some 225 million years 
ago.  Millions of years later, new softer 
layers of shale, mudstone and sandstone 
were deposited 
over it.  Then after 
the Colorado and 
Green Rivers were 
formed, the softer 
layers began to 
erode away.  This 
action resulted in 
the formation of a 
wide, flat bench of 
desert, The White 
Rim Plateau, that 
now lies between 
the river gorges 
below and the 

mesa tops above.
Before camping for the 

first night, we descended into 
Lathrop Canyon on a rugged 4 mile side 
trip to the Colorado River and a chance 
for a refreshing swim.  Next morning, 
Washer Woman Arch and Monster 
Tower were visible as we started out and 
caused several jokes to circulate via the 
CB.  All along the road, we made many 
stops to admire the breathtaking views 
and snap photos.  At some places we 
could look up at the mesa top and see 
rows of tourists looking down.

Our most eventful night was while 

we were camped at White Crack.  We 
had been watching the clouds and rain in 
the distance.  As the rain approached, we 

closed car windows, 
folded chairs, put on 
rain flys and covered 
items with tarps and 
rocks.  Then the 60 

mph wind 
struck.  
The three 
tents had 
to be held 
down 
until the blast carrying the sand and 
rain drops died down.  Ron’s tent pole 
snapped and he, along with Ellen and 
Glenn had a sleepless night in their 
tents as the wind, rain and lightning 
continued.  We heard in the morning via 

Mal’s radio the tragedy of lives lost in 
the flash floods.  Water-filled potholes 
dotted the landscape next morning.  
When the sun was right, the water holes 
sparkled like jewels.

 Murphy Hogback, our next camp, 
was tucked into protective nooks of 
pinyon and boulders.  From there we 

took several 
walks to check 
out the 360- 
degree view 
from the rim.  
The view of the 
road we would 
continue on 
next morning 
stretched out 
in the distance, 
but started 
with a very 

steep descent under 
overhanging rocks.

Most of the other 
vehicles, motorcycles 
and bicyclists, we 
met, were traveling 
the opposite direction, 
leading us to believe 
that maybe we were 
going the more difficult 

way.  However, one group 
of bicyclists we met up 

with several times during the last days 
of the trip was absolutely unbelievable.  
The family was visiting from Ecuador 
and consisted of the mom, dad and two 
daughters age 1 and 3.  The parents 
each rode a bicycle pulling a trailer 
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Glenn, Bob and Ron at Upper Drinks    Photo: Mignon Slentz



behind.  We all shared snacks with them 
at a lunch stop while the husband went 
to retrieve water along a trail he had 
previous stashed 
on a hike down 
from the mesa.  
The little girls 
were pretty happy 
with the M&Ms 
Glenn offered 
them.

We met up 
with the same 
family again at 
Potato Bottoms, 
as we were sitting 
down to dinner 
and invited them 
to join us and 
camp nearby.  We 
were next to the 
Green River and 
some of us took 
the opportunity 
for a swim and 
the use of a solar 
shower.  

Our last day in 
Canyonlands was spent trying to locate 
several points of interest.  We hiked 
partway to some ruins at Fort Bottom, 
but decided not to tackle the whole 
trail.  We enjoyed watching the kayaks 
and canoes float by far below us on the 
Green River and all agreed that was 
something we would like to do.  Back 
in our parked vehicles, we couldn’t help 
but notice how narrow the continuing 
road, aptly named Hardscrabble, looked 
as it hung to the edge of the cliff.  There 
was no room for passing traffic, so vehicles 
watched our progress from far below and 
waited their turn.

That afternoon we hiked to an 
1836 rock inscription that was 
made by Denis Julien, a French-

Canadian trapper.  He was the 
first white man of record to 
navigate Cataract Canyon and the 
lower reaches of the Green River.

The last night of the trip was 
spent just outside the Park’s 
boundaries in a sandy wash 
where we were able to have our 
only campfire while enjoying 
a delicious spaghetti dinner 
prepared previously by Jean 
Roode and served by Mal.  Friday 
morning we drove out of the canyon on 
Mineral Road and navigated its several 
switchbacks, and parted ways near 

the city of Green River, Utah.  Special 
thanks to Bob and Ron for leading 
and securing permits and for all the 
wonderful dinners we all shared.

   Mignon Slentz
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upcoming Trips

Castaic to Lake 
Hughes to Edwards  

Air Force Base
Saturday, October 24 

Leader: Bill Neill • CB:13
After meeting at 10:00 a.m. in Castaic 
(north of Santa Clarita), we’ll caravan 
about 80 miles northward, mostly on 
pavement but with several stretches of 
maintained dirt.  We’ll cross the San 
Gabriel Mountains on Lake Hughes 
Road; stop for picnic lunch at Elizabeth 
Lake; then climb Portal Ridge for 
viewing the San Andreas Fault Zone 
and Mojave Desert.  Our afternoon 
destination will be Piute Ponds at 
the southwest corner of Edwards 
Air Force Base.   These ponds are 
the largest freshwater marsh in Los 
Angeles County, popular with migrating 
waterfowl, but are not open to public 
visitation except by special arrangement.  
For more information, see www.
piuteponds.com.  In the late afternoon, 
at Edwards’ west gate we’ll view an 
exhibit of fighter jets tested during the 
1950’s and 60’s; and the trip will end at 
a Mexican restaurant in Rosamond.  For 
more information contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net

–– NEW DATE ––
Palomar Divide Trail
Saturday November 21, 2015
Leader: Bob Jacoby • CB:13
This will definitely be an “off the 

beaten path” trip.  We will meet near 
Temecula on the morning of November 
14.  We will head east on State Highway 
79 to beautiful downtown Anguanga 
where we will begin the Palomar Divide 
Trail heading directly into Cleveland 
National Forest.  As we encounter a very 
steep shelf road, there will be spectacular 
views in all direction.  This will include a 
side trip to High Point Lookout Tower for 
an incredibly scenic lunch stop. 

After several hours of fun, we will 
arrive back on Highway 79 and head 
west back to the Temecula area where 
we have arranged to have a docent tour 
of the historic Vail Ranch.  The ranch 
was right on the Butterfield Stage Trail 
and is steeped with history.  

The entire day should be no worse 
than moderate, but high clearance 
will be absolutely necessary.   If you 
are interested contact Bob Jacoby at 
Jacoby.r@att.net

Tejon Ranch Tour
Saturday, March 19, 2016 

Leader: Bob Jacoby • CB:13

We will be returning to the Tejon 
Ranch Property to tour the unique Tejon 
Hills area.  Very little of this route, 
which is largely in the San Joaquin 
Valley, was covered during our Tejon 
Ranch trips last May and June.  We will 
be led by Tejon Conservancy docent, 
Scot Pipkin, who will guide us through 
what should be an incredible wildflower 
scene along with many other rare plants 
which could be in bloom at that time.   

We will meet on Saturday morning, 
March 19, at the Conservancy 
headquarters in the Frazier Park area and 
the tour will last the entire day.  The dirt 
roads will be moderately difficult with 
the potential for mud and significant 
erosion.   Therefore, high clearance and 
four wheel will be a necessity.  

The tour will be restricted to seven 
cars at the request of the Conservancy.  
It would be, therefore, a good idea 
to reserve a spot early.  We will be 
providing more information as the time 
gets closer.  If you are interested contact 
Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.net

Desert
Explorers
October 
Meeting

Saturday, October 24th
11:00am • Potluck lunch

Ding & Allan Wicker’s House

Please send your 
stories, trip write 
reports, photos, 
jokes, news and 

complaints to  
Jay Lawrence at 
solariscomm@

earthlink.net October 
issue deadline is  

October 25
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To all our subscribers
who have renewed their

subscription this past month,
Thank You!
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The President’s Corner • Bob Jacoby

Old Spanish Trail Day
Saturday, October 3 • Barstow
The Old Spanish Trail Association in 

cooperation with BLM and the Desert 
Discovery Center is presenting Old 
Spanish Trail Day on Saturday, October 
3, from 10 to 3 at the Desert Discovery 
Center, 831 Barstow Road, Barstow.  
This will be an interesting and fun 
day for old and young.  There are five 
speakers, including: 
 • Zach Pratt – “BLM OST Recreation 

and Develop Strategy”
 • Clifford Walker – “Slave Trade on 

the Old Spanish Trail”
 • Charles Wood Chairman of 

Chemehuevi Tribe & Dr Jay Cravath 
Cultural Director – “Tribal History 
Along the Old Spanish Trail”

 • Rob Fulton – “Survival of Animal 
Life in the Mojave Desert”

 • Tom Sutak – “OST, A Route for the 
Gold Rush & Southern California 
Development”.  
There are also a variety of other 

activities, including: Chemehuevi Bird 
Singers, Folklorico Dancers, mule 
packing, mountain men camp, pioneer 
night camp, wool spinning, candle and 
butter making, flint knapping & Atl 
Atl display, digging up the past, tortilla 
making, corn husk dolls, homestead 
gardening, and piñatas for the kids. 

John Page
What an excellent guy! John 

passed in September and he is 
missed by all who knew him. 

We would like your photos, 
stories and rememberances 
of him for a special article in 
our November newsletter. We 
will do our best to put them 
together to honor a great man.

Thanks to the urging of Ted Kalil and 
Jay Lawrence we are establishing a new 
tradition in the Desert Explorers.  Each 
month, the club President will provide 
some moderately brief remarks regarding 
the club and its activities.  The purpose is to 
improve communication with all members 
whether or not they attend the bimonthly 
management meetings.   

Therefore, this is our first attempt to 
establish the column and to provide a bit 
more information and reading material 
in the monthly newsletter.  For this first 
column, I would like to identify three 
specific goals to work toward in 2016, if 
not sooner.

Goal No. 1 is to increase the number 
of trips.  For the last few years the club has 
not had enough trips to serve the members.  
This is due to several reasons, but perhaps 
the biggest issue is the fact that a number 
of leaders who were with the club for many 
years have retired from leading trips or 
have passed away.  In the past, we could 
depend on this group of people to volunteer 
to lead trips on a consistent basis.  We have 
had as many as 20-25 trips per year in the 
good old days.  The answer to this dilemma 
is not easy to find, but it may be a good 
idea to directly call on members to lead 

trips in their area of interest.  The overall 
goal is to have at least one trip monthly.  It 
would be great to have calendar year 2016 
scheduled  prior to the end of this year.  
The concept would be for individuals to 
commit to leading a trip for a particular 
month.  The specifics can be provided a 
few months before the trip occurs.  This 
will be an item on the agenda for the next 
meeting on October 24th.  

Goal No. 2 is to increase and improve 
the content for the monthly Desert 
Explorers Newsletter.  Our newsletter right 
now looks better than it ever has.  This 
is primarily thanks to former editor Jean 
Roode and our current guest editor, Jay 
Lawrence.  However, we definitely need 
more content.  Yes, we have trip reports 
and lots of good pictures but there are some 
other things that can be done to improve 
the product.  Ted has suggested a monthly 
“Tech Column”.   
In my opinion, that would be a great idea.  
The column could address GPS issues, CB 
and radio technology, mechanical issues, 
as well as a myriad of other topics.  The 
club is loaded with people who are more 
than qualified to write this column.  The 
challenge is finding someone who has 
the time to do it.  This could be just a few 

paragraphs each  month, but it could be of 
tremendous value to the membership.  

Goal No. 3 is to at least moderately 
increase the membership.  We definitely 
don’t want a large increase in our current 
membership of 96 people.  However, it 
wouldn’t hurt to do a little advertising and 
promotion to increase that total to perhaps 
115 to 120.  One advantage of having a little 
higher membership is the potential for more 
leaders to emerge.  All in all, an increase in 
membership would benefit the club.

These are some of  the key goals for 
the Desert Explorers we are looking at for 
2016.  Any input regarding these ideas 
would be welcome.  Even if you disagree 
your input would be valuable.



Newsletter News
After a truly illustrious run of many 

years as editor, Jean Roode has turned 
over the reins to me, Jay Lawrence. 
I know what I am getting into and 
welcome the challenge of dragging 
articles and trip reports from our tribe 
and beating it all into shape each month. 
With one caveat. 

Having done the newsletter before, 
this time around, I would like to 
start training potential assistants and 
replacements right now, so when 
life intervenes and the time is right I 
can hand it over to someone who is 
comfortable with the process. No drama.

To this end, I’d like to help anyone 
in our DE group who is interested look 
under the hood and learn a new skill, 
page makeup. It is not a black art, as 
many have claimed, and can be learned 
easily in bite-sized chunks. A page here 
or there, not the whole thing. The DE 
will pick up the (small) expense for the 
software and you will be amazed at what 
you can do when you’re not cursing the 
gods of Microsoft Word like you do on a 
project for work. 

We use Adobe InDesign, a simple, 
friendly page assembly program. It’s 
well behaved, easy to learn in stages and 
very powerful when you get a couple 
projects behind you. You can start off 
slow, using a newsletter page template 
I’ll provide, learning to place text and 
photos and how to move them around 
and scale them to fit your plan.

If you think this might be something 
you’d like to try, call me or email. (562) 
760-1999 or solariscomm@earthlink.net

Send your trip reports and photos!
One underlying truth about 

publishing is that you will always 
need new material, simply because the 
publication gobbles it up every month. 
So send what you can. Trip reports, 
photos, announcements, news items, 
things that relate to the DE, lies, jokes, 
recipes, you name it. If you think it is 
worthy, send it. If it needs editing, we’ll 
edit it. Just send it. And thanks! –Jay–
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Increasing Desert Explorers Visibility
In the days before the internet 

became a household item, introducing  
people to 
the Desert 
Explorers 
was as easy 
as shaking 
somebody’s 
hand, telling 
them a little 
bit about 
our group 
and handing them a copy of the 
newsletter. Do you see the 2015 
problem? We no longer print our 
newsletter, so there is nothing with 
our info to hand  to someone.

In the interest of having 
something to hand them 
that will direct them to our 
website and let them see a copy of 
our newsletter, we are thinking of 
offering our subscribers a free DE 
business card with whatever personal 
information a person cares to share on 
it, along with the DE logo, name and 
website address. FREE. 

We have a template that allows 
us to easily and quickly insert the 
personalized info and deliver back 
a high resolution, print ready PDF 
by email. The subscriber can have 
it printed at online at VistaPrint, at 
a Kinko’s FedEx, Staples, a local 
printshop or run them out at home on 
Avery pre-cut card sheets available 

from Staples or Office Max. Print 
instructions will be included in the 

email. No cost 
to the Desert 
Explorers, easy 
to print and a 
simple three 
dimensional 
vehicle that is 
easy to carry 
and hand to 
people who 

might become one one of us.
Along this same vein, we are 

placing a small test ad in the Needles 
Museum 2016 calendar to help 

support the museum and to see if it 
generates any interest folks.

We have modest growth goals, 
since a group like ours can become 
unwieldy with too many participants, 
but time marches on and we will 
always need new explorers and 
leaders to help move us forward.

If you would like a print-ready 
card, send your info to the newsletter 
and we’ll send you back a PDF ready 
to proof and print. Also, if you have 
ideas or opinions on these and other 
ways to promote our group, please 
sing out. This is an ongoing topic and 
new ideas are always welcome.

Melinda McPetro
Gnarly Aridologist

www.desertexplorers.org
m.mcpetro@gmail.com

555.760.3335

Ham: KH6GBD 145.535MHz
CB: Channel 13

Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave River Valley Museum

4WD Section of the Mojave River Valley Museum
www.desertexplorers.org

Desert explorers

– • – •   – – • –     Desert Explorer Hams    – • – •   – – • –
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZD
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
De’Angelo Fernandez Eastvale KG6YGD
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Ted Kalil Apple Valley KG6AIT
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT

Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Carl Noah Lake Forest AB7KD
Nancy Noah Lake Forest AE6XL
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff AZ KQ1S
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM
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SPOT (www.findmespot.com) is a 
device intended to provide a measure of 
safety and security in most situations, 
but is especially useful when in remote 
areas. It uses satellite technology, 
making it universally functional except 
when in deep canyons, densely forested 
areas, or when heavy cloud cover 
restricts signals. All satellite based 
products have the same limitations.

Despite its cigarette package size, 
it is able to send strong enough signals 
to be received by satellites, of which 
there are up to twelve available at any 
one time. There are three buttons on 
SPOT: the first is one which you can 
send your predetermined email message 
to any and all who would be interested. 
The message is usually to the effect that 
everything is OK.

The second button sends the message 
that there is a problem, but that there is 
no emergency at this time. If someone 
is tracking the user and sees that 
there is no motion, this message can 
reassure.

The third button sends an SOS 
to SPOT’s message center. Since 
the GPS coordinates are included 
with the message, the center knows 
exactly where the user is and, using 
their data bank of information, knows 
which local services to contact for 
rescue. These include search and rescue 
crews, helicopter air lifts, and police 
and emergency personnel who have 
jurisdiction in that area. If the user has 
pressed this button in error, they can 
undo the call by pressing and holding 
the button for five seconds, preventing 
the assembly of costly rescue efforts and 
misuse of time.

I have used the basic SPOT 
extensively when GPS mapping. 
Mapping crews consisted of two people 
in one vehicle mapping in an area that 
was determined each day. Crews were 
charged with pressing the first button 
every hour, which sent the “I’m OK” 
message to headquarters. If there was 

a minor problem and the second button 
was pressed, and if radio, phone, or 
other coverage was available, crews 
would go to assist them. Over the years 
there was only one SOS for a vehicle 
that had gone over on an eroded shelf 
trail, rolled several times, and caused the 
driver arm and hand damage. He was 
flown out. 

The cost of a SPOT device varies 
depending on the seller and any 
manufacturer’s promotion. Prices have 
ranged from free to $150, presently 
$75. Yearly coverage is $150.There is 
an additional option available: search 
and rescue coverage, for $18 per year. 

This includes the cost of extraction up 
to $100,000. This coverage is especially 
recommended because of the extremely 
high cost, possibly $20,000 to $30,000 if 
extraction is needed. 

How does SPOT compare to other 
similar products? 

DeLorme (www.delorme.com) 
offers a device called In Reach that 
has the ability to both send and receive 
160 character text messages. Its cost is 
considerably higher, though, at $380. 
Airtime plans vary, starting with an 
annual subscription fee of $25 for the 
Freedom Plan.  There is no other charge 
if inactive, $15 per month if activated. 
But you can eliminate charges if you 
have inactive months, paying only for 
active use. And you can go from active 

to inactive and vice versa easily without 
charge. Other plans are available. This 
unit can be used in conjunction with a 
smart phone for sending and receiving 
messages as well as a GPS device. They 
also offer an SOS service with a 24/7 
center. I don’t know if search and rescue 
and extraction coverage is available.

For full contact there are satellite 
phones. Although these typically have 
cost about $600 and have usage plans 
that are about $90 per month, SPOT is 
currently offering a free satellite phone 
with a monthly airtime plan of only $65 
that includes 100 minutes. Though more 
expensive, these phones and plans can 
provide the best way to communicate, 
including describing exactly what 
problems exist, getting medical advice, 
availability of landing zones, weather 
and other conditions, and condition of 
other people present. Since this product 
is also offered by SPOT, it may be 
that search and rescue and extraction 
coverage is available, as it is with the 
basic SPOT for only $18 per year.

This treatise is not comprehensive; 
there are many more options and 
plans available depending on your 
personal needs. It is only intended to 
give you an idea of what is possible. 
With technology expanding rapidly, 
it’s conceivable that smart phones will 
soon have wider coverage and make 
further use of the GPS feature available 
for emergency services. Until that time, 
though, these are our options.

In summary, all of these products do 
what they’re supposed to. Weighing cost 
versus benefit, I think SPOT offers the 
best value while providing assurance 
and disaster notification. But if cost 
isn’t a limiting factor, upgrading to 
one of the other options would seem 
preferable. Though I already have a 
basic SPOT, I’m now seriously thinking 
about their satellite phone with its direct 
communication feature. Maybe we could 
order pizza from a rolling camp?

 Ted Kalil, Gadget Gnome

SPOT and Other Devices for Off Road Use

SPOT  
Gen 3

inReach
 Explorer

 SPOT Global
Phone



Our winners for September were  
Leonard Friedman, Mal Roode, Betty 
Wallin, Don Sweinhart, Homer Meek, 
Jay Lawrence and Allan Schoenherr.

Randsburg Mining District
Wandering prospectors from the El 

Paso District discovered that the Summit 
Range, located northeast of the El Paso 
Mountains, also 
contained placer 
values and began 
to dry wash for 
gold there in the 
early l890s. No 
more than 100 men 
lived at Summit 
Dry Diggings, a 
tent and dugout 
camp. Supplies 
came in from Goler 
and water from 
El Paso (Willow) 
Spring. At least two 
prospectors from 
the Summit Dry 
Diggings, Frederic 
Mooers and William 
Langdon, ventured 
south to explore the 
Rand Mountains in 
1894. Finding only traces of gold, they 
returned, content at the time to work 
what seemed to be richer earth. 

Frederic Mooers never forgot what 
he found on Rand Mountain, and a year 
later was startled into taking a closer look 
at his earlier find. A group of miners, 
displeased with the scant returns from their 
present claims, were talking of looking 
into that ground on Rand Mountain that 
he and Langdon had discovered earlier. 

Concerned with the thought of outsiders 
cashing in on a find that was his, Mooers 
planned his own trip. 

Mooers and his new partner, John 
Singleton, decided to take a careful 
and well-planned look. This required a 
wagon and team to carry their mining 
equipment and camping supplies. 
Charles Burcham was one of the few 
citizens of the camp endowed with a 
vehicle and animals, thus the partnership 
became a trio. The three left camp 
without informing anyone where they 
were going, and faked a heading to 
Goler. Once out of sight of camp, 
Burcham swung his team south and up 

the gentle grade to the Rand Mountains. 
After prospecting the sandy gullies, 
Burcham and Singleton climbed to the 
top of a red stained peak, while Mooers 
stayed in camp. Singleton knocked off 
a specimen with his hammer and turned 
it over to see the freshly broken side. 
Singleton was a carpenter, with little 
prospecting experience, yet what he 
saw caused him to yell for Burcham. 
Burcham, nearing the end of a two-year 

prospecting adventure financed by his 
wife, Dr. Rose La Monte Burcham, took 
one look at the rock and exclaimed, 
“We’re rich! By George, Singleton, 
we’ve found it!”  

The partners originally entitled their 
discovery the Rand mine, but later 
changed it to the Yellow Aster. The 
former name was frequently misused 
in stock promotions and in describing 
the whole district (i.e. the Rand mines). 
The Yellow Aster was chosen because 
Mooers was reading a pulp novel by 
the same name at the time his partners 
approached him about a name change. 
Reflecting upon the inspiring view of 

wild flowers he 
had seen while 
prospecting, 
Mooers suggested 
the Yellow Aster, 
and it stuck. 

Digital Desert 

Bob Peltzman 
is lost again (!)
and wants to 
know where he 
is. Our compadre 
“Where am I?” 
Bob went right 
when everyone 
else went left, 
and is completely 
lost. Send your 
guess as to where 
he is to Bob at 
bopeltzman@

aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter.  
Your answer to Bob should let him know 
what area he is in such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” -

Bob P

Where Am I?
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We hear from a reputable source 
that the Molycorp mine in Mountain 
Pass close to the California - Nevada 
border is set to close down and go into 
hibernation (again) by this October 
20. All DE members know this mine 
-- as does anyone who has ever driven 
east from Baker. It’s the big open pit 
operation on the north side of I-15 that 
has been recovering rare earths, off and 
on, for at least the last 40 years that I 
remember. I’ve always wondered if the 
folks living at that mine traveled west to 
Baker or east to Primm for a hamburger, 
but there is no point speculating about 
workers’ habits now, as some 500 of 
them will soon be handed their walking 
papers.

Molycorp’s Mountain Pass Mine 
is currently the only U.S. producer 
of rare earth oxides, mostly obtained 
from processing the mineral bastnäsite 

(yes, there really is an umlaut over the 
“a”). The metals that can be extracted 
from bastnäsite ore include our friends 
cerium, lanthanum, neodymium and 
europium, useful in magnets, batteries, 
and assorted high-tech goodies such 
as iPhones. According to a Wikipedia 
article, the Mountain Pass deposit was 
discovered by a uranium prospector in 
1949. The Molybdenum Corporation 
of America bought the claims in 1952 
and production stepped up in the 1960s 
when they needed europium to make 
color TV screens (who knew?). The 
downside at the Moly Mine is that 
the chemical processing of bastnäsite 
produces wastewater containing bad 
things, like radioactive thorium and 
radium. In the 1980s, the company 
began piping radioactive wastewater 
to evaporation ponds near Ivanpah Dry 
Lake and predictably, there were leaks 

– maybe as many as 60 of them – until 
the pipeline was shut down in 1998. 
But all is well now, they say. The mine 
was granted a 30-year permit to operate 
by San Bernardino County in 2004 and 
passed another inspection in 2007. Work 
started back up in 2012 and although not 
profitable, the mine would likely have 
stayed in production because rare earths 
are a “strategic resource.” However, we 
apparently now have a healthy rare earth 
stockpile (somewhere) and only a very 
small amount is needed in manufacture. 
Molycorp made a few dumb moves 
during this past boom when its stock 
briefly soared, and now that commodity 
prices have collapsed again, it has had to 
file for Chapter 11 debt protection. More 
of the classic ebb and flow pattern of 
desert mining, it seems.

  Anne Stoll

Molycorp Mine

For those who are following our 
odyssey into the documentary film 
world, here are the latest ups and downs. 

A few weeks ago, we solicited a 
number of film professionals to review 
our rough cut and give us their critique 
of the film. After holding my breath 
(figuratively) for about a week, we 
began getting their email responses. 

Overall they liked the film! Phewww! 
We got a number of comments 

and detailed suggestions on what was 
confusing, what we needed more of, or 
what should be cut out, but the best news 
was they got it, and our basic rough cut 
will stay intact. Now it’s just refining and 
adjusting. Kate and I were very pleased. 

We did get some bad news a few 
days ago from our researcher at the 
Park Service Archives in Death Valley. 
After 3 weeks of effort to reach him by 
phone, email and telepathic transition, he 
finally returned my call to tell me he was 
leaving Death Valley the next day to take 

a position in Yosemite National Park.  
He would not be able to get us the much-
needed high-resolution photo files we 
had requested several months ago! These 
are historic photos we are counting on. 
Grrr... The files are setting on a hard 
drive at the Archives and we’ll now need 
to go through the red tape of getting 
them released to us from his old boss. 
She has never been friendly or helpful to 
us in the past, so we’ll see.

Soon we will be getting our composer 
started on the music sound track. Very 
exciting. His name is Matt Castaldo. 
He is a young talented guy with lots of 
enthusiasm. We love the sample cuts he 
did a while back, so I expect great stuff 
from him.

We have a new website. You can 
view a short section of the opening to 
the film, plus some other stuff. Go to: 
TheWomenInTheSand.com

And stay tuned.
  Steve Jarvis

The Women In The Sand Update



 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all priveleges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participateion in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92308

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464  951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave   Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406  760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323  562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor, Emeritus Sub. 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-699-8554 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net


