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D.E. 2014 
Rendezvous 

Longstreet Inn & Casino, 

Nevada  

April 4-6 

I 
t won’t be long now – April is just 

around the corner. Just a few final 

words: 

     Please refer to last month’s 

(February) DE Newsletter and the 

Rondy registration form for details and 

information. If you still have questions, 

call Ruth Harder or Marian Johns. 

     The Longstreet folks need a dinner 

count and a deposit by March 15. That’s 

why we’re asking for your registration 

forms and dinner money so early. Send 

these to Bob Jacoby, but make checks 

out to the MRVM. You might want to 

make a copy of the registration form 

before you send it off to Bob – just in 

case. 

     Sign up for trips at the Rondy – on 

the sign-up board at Longstreet Casino.  

     Remember: 

 to make your own room/

camping reservations directly 

with the casino 

 to bring a Friday night potluck 

dish and BYOB 

 to bring something for the Silent 

Auction 

 to use the discount numbers 

when making reservations for 

rooms or camping - #81590 for 

rooms and #81589 for camping  

Rondy Trips 
Inbound Trip 

Amargosa River, Sperry 
Wash & China Ranch 

10:00 a.m. Friday 

Leaders: Marian & Neal Johns 

CB: 13 

M 
eet us in Baker at the Arco 

Station and join us as we 

revisit an old favorite of ours. 

Starting near Dumont Dunes, our route 

takes us up the Amargosa River. We 

will likely be driving in and out of the 

very shallow river and, depending on 

recent rains, we will probably need high 

clearance and maybe 4WD. Beyond the 

river, our “road” turns right and goes up 

scenic Sperry Wash. Near the Talc Mine 

area, we will take the paved road back to 

Hwy. 127, making a slight detour to 

China Ranch where they have a fun gift 

shop. You can also buy dates which are 

grown right on the ranch. Bring your 

lunch and camera.  
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Rhyolite, Bullfrog, 
Leadville and Titus 

Canyon 

8:00 a.m. Saturday 

Leaders: Marian & Neal Johns 

CB: 13 

W 
e plan to check out the sites 

of Rhyolite, Bullfrog near 

Beatty and then head for 

Titus Canyon where we'll find the 

remnants of Leadville. From there, we'll 

continue on down scenic Titus Canyon 

and loop around via Hwy. 190 and 127 

back to Longstreet's. 

     Back in their heyday, Bullfrog and 

Rhyolite were competing mining camps, 

only a mile apart. Rhyolite won the 

competition. A number of fatal 

gunfights didn't help Bullfrog to keep its 

residents. Many left to live in Rhyolite 

and by 1907 Bullfrog was nearly empty. 

By May, the last business in Bullfrog 

had left for Rhylolite, the "Queen City", 

which was the largest town in the Death 

Valley area with a population of 5,000-

10,000 people. During its heyday, from 

1905-1911, it contained 2 churches, 50 

saloons, 18 stores, 2 undertakers, 19 

lodging houses, 8 doctors, 2 dentists, a 

stock exchange and an opera. The town 

contains numerous ruins including the 

Bottle House. 

     Leadville, down in Titus Canyon, 

didn't fair a well as the other two ghost 

towns. A short-lived camp, Leadville 

was founded mostly on hype and died 

after only two years. 

     Titus Canyon all by itself is worth 

the trip. It's quite narrow in places (and 

consequently traversed by a one-way 

road). The towering vertical walls have 

some unusual rock conglomerates in one 

area. 

Woods Mtn., Pahrump 
Saturday 

Leaders: Sunny & Jean Hansen 

CB: 11 

4 
 wheel drive, short wheel base, 14 

miles off road, some difficult 

areas, all day trip. Short hike, very 

scenic, more info on sign-up board.  

Chloride City 
Saturday 

Leader: Mignon Slentz 

CB: 9 

C 
hloride City. It is an interesting 

and historic trip. The roads are 

moderate. There is nothing 

particularly difficult or technical. And 

yes, I believe there are some treasures to 

be had. 

Ash Meadows National 
Wildlife Refuge Guided 

Tour 
9:30 a.m. Saturday 

Leaders: Emmett & Ruth Harder 

CB: 7 

W 
e will leave from 

Longstreet’s, arrive 10:00 

a.m. at the office at Ash 

Meadows. 

Outbound Trip: Ash 
Meadows Boardwalk, 
Longstreet Spring & 
Cabin, Devil’s Hole 

9:00 a.m. Sunday 

Leader: Glenn Shaw 

CB: 13 

A 
ppropriate for any vehicle, short 

distance, approximately 4 

hours. Stop to walk the 

Boardwalk nature trail through the 

Riparian area. Stops at Devil’s Hole and 

Longstreet Spring and cabin and 

possible Fairbanks Spring. 

Outbound Trip: 
Ibex Spring, Saratoga 

Spring, Sheep Spring & 
Salt Basin 

9:00 a.m. Sunday 

Leaders: Marian & Neal Johns 

CB: 15 

W 
ater in the desert seems to 

beckon us, so we always 

enjoy revisiting these places. 

We probably won’t have time for all of 

them; we’ll just see as many as we can 

as long as people are interested. Neal 

and I will probably camp out 

somewhere Sunday evening to avoid 

Sunday evening traffic jams along I-15 

and head home Monday morning. Bring 

your lunch and camera. 

Future Trips 

Desert Railway 
History Trip 

Saturday, April 19 

Leader: Bob Jacoby 

CB: 13 

I 
f you love the desert and are 

interested at all in desert railroad 

history, you will enjoy this trip. We 

will be spending the day traversing the 

route of two railroads that were crucial 

in the mining efforts in the Mojave. 

     We will meet at 9:00 a.m. on 

Highway 395 just north of Kramer 

Junction. We will then start following 

the berm of the long abandoned 

Randsburg Railroad  built in 1897 to 

connect the mines of Randsburg to the 

railroad main line. This will take the 

entire morning as we travel thru this 

rugged terrain. High clearance will be 

absolutely necessary. 

     After lunch near Randsburg, we will 

follow the central portion of the old 

Owenyo Line right of way that went up 

into the Owens Valley. We will pick up 

the tracks as they cross Highway 395 

near Randsburg and follow the old right-

of-way north to Inyokern. High 

clearance will also be a necessity for this 

route and there are several areas of loose 

sand where four wheel drive may be 

appropriate.   

     Email Bob Jacoby at 

Jacoby.r@att.net if you plan to go on 

this interesting and historical trip.  

 

mailto:Jacoby.r@att.net
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Trip Reports 

Inscription 
Canyon (Black 

Canyon) 

Saturday, January 11 

By: Mal Roode 

T 
rip Leader Nelson Miller and his 

group which included Ron and 

Barb Midlikoski, Nelson Miller, 

Bob Jacoby, Allan Wicker, Nan Savage 

and myself met at the Barstow Museum 

at 8:30 a.m.  Barb opened up the 

museum and made coffee for all. At  

approximately 9:00 a.m. we headed out.  

     Our first stop was Rainbow Basin. A 

little further down the road we saw a 

U.S.G.S. weather station off to the side 

of the road and stopped to check that 

out. The next stop was the petroglyphs 

at Murphys Well and then Inscription 

Canyon where we hiked all around the 

canyon. When we got back to our 

parked cars Ranger J. Wilcox snuck up 

on us. He said he was hoping to catch 

people doing something bad but he told 

us “you are doing good.” Boy we sure 

fooled him!  

   We stopped for lunch at the Birdman 

Petroglyph and there was a nice Indian 

Grinding Rock nearby. After lunch we 

went to the Indian shelter caves, then on 

to Scouts Cove. There was a nice 

miner’s dugout’ The Tiffany Company 

formerly mined fire opals. Here. We 

continued on to Black Canyon Well and 

a little bit past that was Black Canyon 

Stage Stop. Next we had to find the 

elusive Spiderman petroglyph. None of 

us had found it before but the GPS 

coordinates were in Bill Mann’s book. 

After about 20 minutes using my 

handheld GPS we finally found it. It was 

Copy of picture of “Spiderman” 
in Bill Mann’s book. Original 

photo by Ron McKinley. 

Mal in same pose as Bill Mann. U.S.G.S. Monitoring Equipment 

Viewing the Museum’s back room. Murphys Well Petroglyphs 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Photo by Allan Wicker Photo by Allan Wicker 

Photo by Mal Roode 
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well worth the 

effort. A little bit 

further we stopped 

and saw lots of 

great petroglyphs 

and old inscriptions 

on the sides of Black 

Canyon.  

     Many thanks to 

Nelson Miller for 

leading this trip and 

to Bill Mann for 

writing the book 

where Nelson found 

the location for most 

of these sites. 

Everyone had a 

great time and we all 

headed out through 

Hinkley and went 

our separate ways. 

Member 
Doings 

Website Makeover 
Announced! 

By: Deb Miller Marschke 

I 
 am pleased to announce that the 

Desert Explorers website has been 

upgraded to a new software and has 

been operating LIVE since mid-January.  

It was converted from Microsoft 

Frontpage 2003 to Joomla. Our new 

website is now capable of handling 

additional future improvements that will 

serve the membership better than it ever 

has done before. 

     Our first website was created by DE 

Member Diane Sears; Neal Johns called 

Group with Ranger J. Wilcox in Inscription Canyon. 

Miner’s Dugout at Scouts Cove 

Indian Caves 

Nature’s Artistry. 

View from Indian Cave 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Photo by Mal Roode 
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her the “Webchick.” Jay Lawrence was 

instrumental with the graphics. 

Eventually the baton was passed to John 

Page, who handled the website 

administration for many years. I took 

over administering the website from 

John in 2006, after John had suffered a 

stroke and was recovering slowly. I had 

no experience whatsoever with website 

software. What was I thinking? Why 

would I do that? Well, actually I saw 

this as an opportunity to serve in a 

volunteer capacity for the DE in a way 

that would fit in with my busy schedule. 

I can’t always go to meetings, and I 

miss out on many awesome 

excursions…but I love our club. I saw 

this as something good that I could 

handle at home, on my schedule. Plus 

the fact that John and I were friends and 

I knew he would entrust me with the DE 

“family jewels.” 

     It became apparent immediately that 

I needed a crash course in Microsoft 

Frontpage. Books didn’t cut it. Not even 

the ones “For Dummies”! It was simply 

going to take too long to learn that way. 

The months of the website not being 

updated were ticking away. Materials 

needing to be posted were backlogged. I 

found a local class and the DE paid my 

tuition. But even my Frontpage teacher 

told me that the software was obsolete, 

so I knew my journey was barely getting 

started. I maintained our website with a 

vexatious idea that I really needed to be 

proactive and make a big change. 

Meanwhile, my paying day job grew 

exponentially demanding so I really 

didn’t have a lot of extra time. Then the 

website started to have some glitchy 

problems, and our webhost warned me 

that Microsoft was no longer writing 

“bug patches” for the obsolete 

Frontpage product. He said that, 

eventually, the site would crash and no 

one would be able to recover it. Yikes! 

      Two years ago, my husband Steve 

and I took an adult school intro class in 

Joomla. Steve’s website for the Society 

for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep 

had been recently changed to Joomla. I 

figured that if I didn’t decide to choose 

Joomla for the DE, at least I could help 

Steve (Steve now does administration 

for the SCBS website). It was fun to 

take a night school class and learn a new 

skill as a couple. Our teacher had 

nothing but praise for Joomla, 

recommending that it was superior over 

the popular Dreamweaver product for 

non-professionals.  

     My problem was that the learning 

curve was steep, no matter what 

software I chose, if I intended to write 

the website myself. I priced basic 

services to have the website converted, 

and found it would potentially cost  over 

a thousand dollars or many thousands 

for the service. Drat! Eventually, I 

contacted Suzy Johnson of CrazySuzy 

Publishing & Design to strike a deal. 

Suzy, along with having a web design 

business, serves in many capacities for 

the Cal Association of FWD 

Clubs. I pled our case of being a 

low budget, frugal organization 

that would rather donate our 

excess cash to worthy causes like 

museums. Actually, she is a 

fourwheeling camper like us.  She 

understood! I didn’t even need to 

use any stories I’ve heard about 

how cheap our Chairman Emeritus 

Neal Johns is! So Suzy and I 

struck a sweet deal: she would 

build our new website for a very 

reasonable fee and I would 

transfer all the data myself. This 

was approved for payment by the 

DE at a general meeting. Great! 

     Writing a new website is like 

building a house. First, you draw 

up the plans. You have to have a 

clear understanding as to how it is 

going to be used, present and 

future. Then, the website is framed 

up, much like framing up a house. 

If you want to “add on” later, this 

should be considered in the plans. 

Suzy “framed up” our website and 

handed it over to me…the decorator. It’s 

my job to finish and decorate all the 

“rooms.” I’ve had to decorate our new 

website using all the old furnishings 

from the old website: trip reports, 

photos, etc. I am my own crew of 

“movers.” I have been migrating the 

information from our old website to the 

new one since January 6…I may still be 

working on that when this story comes 

out in this Newsletter. But for all intents 

and purposes, our new website is up and 

ready to serve all of you. Once all the 

old material has been migrated over, I 

can start improving the site. One task at 

Photo by Steve Marschke 



6    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM    NO. 215    MARCH       2014 

Desert Explorer Ham List 

 

Janet Austin  ................. Diamond Bar ... KF6FZE 
Pete Austin ................... Diamond Bar ... KF6FZD 

Bill Baird .............................. Yucaipa ... KF7VE  

Trudy Baird .......................... Yucaipa ... KD6NVY 
Bruce Barnett ............................. Brea ... KD6BOY 

David Bullock ............... Los Angeles ... N3CUE 

Barbara Gossett ................ Ridgecrest ... KI6YLR 
Bill Gossett ....................... Ridgecrest ... KI6YLQ 

Neal Johns ...................... Lytle Creek ... AG6HR 

Ted Kalil....................... Apple Valley ... KG6AIT 
Jay Lawrence .................. Long Beach ... KI6KAV.  

Homer Meek ........................ Torrance ... K6HKT 

Steve Marschke ................... Torrance ... KK6EOS 
Debbie Miller-Marschke ...... Torrance ... KK6EOW 

Carl Noah ....................... Lake Forest ... AB7KD 

Nancy Noah .................... Lake Forest ... AE6XL 
Malcolm Roode .................. Highland ... KF6GZH 

Joan Steiner ............................. Irvine ... KJ6AIK 

Betty Wallin ........ Desert Hot Springs ... KD6CY 
Al Walter .......................... San Diego ... KG6SGM 

 

a time! 

     The demands of my daytime job 

have been unrelenting. So last fall I 

developed an action plan. I cleared my 

calendar in the New Year and dedicated 

my spare time to converting our 

website. It’s very important and a 

crucial task. I believe that our website 

is our best chance to attract new young 

members that will guarantee the 

longevity of our club. With  today’s 

world of electronic devices,  the sad 

reality is this – if something doesn’t 

exist on the internet, it doesn’t exist to 

the younger generations. It’s a tedious 

task, but I believe in it, so I’m “all in.” 

Even my cat, Pinky, is vested in the 

job. She discovered that if she sits in 

between me and the keyboard, she can 

have a front row seat of the action. She 

is there virtually every time I work on 

the website now! So I need to give her 

credit too. (I’m including a photo of us 

so Dave Given can stop complaining 

that he never sees me anymore).  

     Check out your NEW DE website!  

One neat feature I know you will all 

like is the capacity to “Search.” Now 

we can easily find things buried in our 

library of over 280 trip reports. Related 

trip photos can easily be downloaded 

from the website, should anyone want a 

copy of the photos. I will announce new 

capabilities as they become available.  

 

 
 

Photo by Vicki Hill 

DE 
NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Jean Roode 

Assistant Editors: 

Marian and Neal Johns 

Rick Cords 

May 1944 - February 2014 

 

Photo by Allan Wicker Photo by Mal Roode Photo by Mal Roode 
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DESERT EXPLORERS RENDEZVOUS 2014 REGISTRATION FORM 
LONGSTREETS INN & CASINO, APRIL 4-6 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday) 

 
All Names in Party:  
  
 
  
 
Address:  
 
Phone:  Email:  
 
Everyone will make their own room or camping reservations.  This can be done by calling the hotel at 775-372-1777. In order 
to get the DE discount, refer to # 81590 for room reservations ($49.95, $59.95 & $69.95) and # 81589 for tent/truck/RV camp-
ing spaces ($12.00/space – all spaces have full hookups). All reservations are paid directly to Longstreet’s. 
Do not send money for reservations to Bob Jacoby. 
 
The following fees will be charged: Amount Total  Number $ Total 
 Registration Fee (per vehicle)                                     $10           X           = $  
 
     Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) 
           (includes tax & tip)                                                  $19           X            = $  
            
           Children under 12                                                    $  9           X            = $  
   

                                                                                                                          Overall Total    = $  

Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bob Jacoby, 2245 Wellesley Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA  90064. We must receive registration materials no later than March 15.  There will be no refunds. Please include a 
Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope! You must be a member of MRVM to go on any trip.  
  
Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck at 6:00 p.m. in the RV area. We will not have any kitchen privileges so plan 
your dish accordingly. Some people with RV’s and motorhomes have offered to assist with reheating or cooking. Happy Hour is 
at 5:00 p.m. in the RV area; BYOB. Please note: we can’t take our own drinks inside Longstreet’s, but you can buy drinks from 
the casino.  
Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. It will be held upstairs in the casino. If you have Silent Auction ques-
tions, contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com). If you have any other 
questions, contact Ruth (echco@verizon.net). 
 
Our Saturday Dinner Buffet – (upstairs) will include the following items. Buffet time is 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

  Roast Baron of Beef; Pasta w/Alfredo Sauce (vegetarian entrée) and Red Meat Sauce 

  Green Salad & Three Bean Salad 

  Baked Potatoes  

  California Blend Vegetables 

  Dessert: Carrot Cake 

  Dinner rolls, Coffee, Ice Tea, Water  

If you have special dietary needs beyond the above, you will need to bring your own food.  

Anyone who has not paid for the buffet may not participate in any part of the buffet. 



8    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM    NO. 215    MARCH       2014 

General Trip Information 

1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment (Museum 

membership required): 

a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja, camping 

out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced Desert Explorers subscrib-

ers. The Desert Explorers newsletter is available for $20 a year. 

b. The Mojave River Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with motorhomes and 

trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without 4WD vehicles, return-

ing to camp each night. The trips are led by experienced Museum members who, collectively, have spent 

decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their newsletter is available for $7/year from editor and 

Field Trip Leaders Richard and Lori Shapel 760-254-3897. 

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are 

included in every newsletter. Exception: Guests in member’s vehicle are allowed but are encouraged  to join 

the Museum. Guests who drive their own vehicle must make a $10 contribution to the Mojave River Valley 

Museum.  

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip or 

until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The leader 

may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in the trip is 

terminated. 

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly dogs 

are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually not from 

the Museum. 

5. To receive the Desert Explorers’ Newsletter, send $20 for a subscription to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain 

Avenue, Highland, CA 92346. Make the check out to Mojave River Valley Museum (MRVM). 

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip. Channel 

13 is the Desert Explorers’ channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so that other members 

can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road. 

Weekend Trips: There is normally one major trip each month. This will be the trip on which you can look around 

and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There 

may be another trip during the month for people who have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of 

all this is to generate more coherence as a group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from 

the Mojave River Explorers. Don’t forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month. 

Trip Coordinator: Malcolm Roode.  Send your trip proposals to Mal. Mal will resolve any time conflicts and 

maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips for subscribers 

upon request (see below). 

Non Museum sponsored trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of subscribers’ non museum sponsored trips 

in order to fill the pages, encourage you to get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain 

you. Some trips, because of time or limited number of people, are not suitable for official Museum trip status. Our 

Trip Coordinator is the point of contact for Subscribers having or wanting to go on a non Museum sponsored trip.  

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the Leader. 

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip meet-

ing place and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope. 

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual subscrip-

tion fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are incurred as a result of 

Desert Explorers activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office supplies and postage but do not 

include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other extraordinary expenses must be authorized 

by the Executive Committee. 

Hot Tips for Leaders: 

1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The write-

ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have enough 

information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.) 

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave 

River Explorers for their outings. 

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork for 

everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc. 

4. Support your other leaders’ trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you. 

5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip. 

6. Leaders, please put your CB Channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert Explorers’ 

channel 13) in your trip write-up.  

Dog Policy: Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes 

blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders will not 

have to make ad hoc policy. 

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader! 

2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes. 

3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite. 

4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.  

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Information 

Peter Austin pj.austin2@verizon.net 

Bill Baird wlliam.baird@verizon.net 

Bruce Barnett bns.barnett@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Berger ekimberger@yahoo.com 

Ted Berger berger200@comcast.net 

Larry Boerio larrybemail@yahoo.com 

Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

June Box j.box@att.net 

David Bullock eecue@eecue.com 

Rick Cords rcords@roadrunner.com 

Pam Coz-Hill cnyn_flwr@yahoo.com 

John Dark grayback68@sbcglobal.net 

Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net 

Marten DeGroot martendegroot@yahoo.com 

Daniel Dick helvetica@earthlink.net 

Richard Dotson ldynithawk@citlink.net 

Jerry Etchison jerryetchison@yahoo.com 

Jeff Evans jeff.evans21@verizon.net 

Leonard Friedman l.friedman@att.net 

George Gilster carol10040@gmail.com 

David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com  

Bill Gossett bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Sunny Hansen sjhsn@verizon.net 

Jerry Harada jkh357.sbcglobal.net 

Emmett Harder echco@verizon.net 

Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@charter.net 

Alan Heller famheller@msn.com 

Vicki Hill vlanehill@verizon.net 

Alan Hodes alanstvl@yahoo.com 

Charles Hughes  mhach@juno.com 

Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@att.net 

Steve Jarvis sbjarvis@gmail.com 

Bob Jaussaud usontheriver@gmail.com 

Neal Johns aridneal@gmail.com 

Ted Kalil tskalil@msn.com 

Myrtie Keddy wegotoo@yahoo.com 

Richard Kenney kenneyrc@sbcglobal.net 

Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari rlipari@conejousd.org 

Cheryl Mangin ldynithawk@citlink.net 

Steve Marschke stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Marilyn Martin mjmartin@dslextreme.com 

Dave McFarland jd_mcfarland@att.net 

Joan McGovern-White  jmcgw@verizon.net 

Homer Meek k6hkt@arrl.net 

Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com 

Ron Midlikoski midlikoski@verizon.net 

Debbie Miller dmiller@guideone.com 

Ellen Miller emiller@xanterra.com 

Nelson Miller nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Chuck Mitchell candkmitchell@att.net 

Robert M. Monsen monsensgu@infowest.com 

Robert M. Myers bob.jeeper@yahoo.com  

Deborah Nakamoto sky-horse@att.net 

Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net 

Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net 

Carl Noah ncnoah2@yahoo.com 

Terry Ogden togden@cox.net 

John Page j.2pagey@verizon.net 

Mel Patterson  pattermr@yahoo.com 

Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com 

Kristen Proffitt Kristen P.7@earthlink.net 

Fred Raab fredric@fredricraab.com 

Bob Rodemeyer chiefrodey@gmail.com 

Ana M. Romero romeroanamarie@gmail.com 

Jean Roode denewsltr@gmail.com 

Malcolm Roode mal@roode.com 

Ron Ross rgrossjr @jpl.nasa.gov 

Daniel Ruops danielruops@mac.com 

Nan Savage nansavage@sbcglobal.net 

Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.com 

Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Glen Shaw desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 

Stan Sholik ssholik@cox.net 

Danny Siler danny@mathieuco.com 

Mignon Slentz mignonslentz@gmail.com 

Joan Steiner joansteiner@cox.net 

Anne Stoll annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Gene Stoops genebevs@msn.com 

Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net 

Loren Upton upton.patricia@gmail.com 

Mike Vollmert mvollmert805@gmail.com 

Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com 

Al Walter a.walter@cox.net 

James Watson jwatson444@yahoo.com 

Genmary Wentworth genmaryelnar@yahoo.com 

Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net 
 

CURRENT DESERT EXPLORERS WITH EMAIL 

mailto:vlanehill@verizon.net
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:fjr@fredraab.com
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M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

Leaders: Dan Messersmith/Dick Taylor 

 

March 23-29 Beatty, NV  

April 19 Cottonwood Road to Katherine Mine 

May 19-25 Mogollon Rim, AZ  

Interested? Email dmess@ctaz.com or dickandmouse@aol.com 

To all our subscribers 

who have renewed their 

subscription this past 

month, thank you! 

Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

 

April 4-6 D. E. Rendezvous Amargosa Valley, Nevada 

April 19 Desert Railway History Trip Jacoby 

TBD White Mountains/Bristlecone Pine Lawrence 

Contact Mal Roode at mal@roode.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

 

Saturday, March 8 

11:00 a.m. 

Allan & Ding Wicker’s House 

1430 Sitka 

Claremont, CA 

Phone 909-445-0082 

Potluck lunch. 

Directions to Allan and Ding Wicker’s House 

     In Claremont from the I-10 go north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past Foothill 
Blvd. At the third break in the median (counting from Foothill) turn left 
into the entrance to Griswold’s townhomes. You will see a set of three 
gates connected to an ivy-covered wall and tile-roofed townhomes. 
     From the I-210 eastbound the closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on Foothill to Indian Hill. 
     From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline and go west on Baseline 
to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south).  Approach the northern-most gate at 
the entrance. Stop there, and at the keyboard punch 037. (There is a 
directory.)  That will ring Allan’s phone, and he will answer and open the 
gate from his phone. 
     Once the gate opens, pass through it turning right immediately. Then 
follow the street until the first left opportunity. Turn left and again left at 
the next opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. Park in any available 
parking area-not along the curb. The 1430 on the side of the house should 
be visible from the street. 
     Walk up the driveway, and follow the sidewalk to the house entrance. 
Desperation calls for assistance (909) 445-0082.  

"You know the rules in a 

cowcamp, when they 

have no regular 

cook?  When anybody 

complains about the 

chuck, they have to do 

the cooking.  One 

cowboy broke open a 

biscuit and he says, 

'They are burnt on the 

bottom and top and raw 

in the middle and salty 

as hell, but shore fine. 

Just the way I like 'em.' " 

Joe M. Evans - "A 

Corral Full of Stories" 
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Where Am I? 
Here are the Solution and Winners for February. Location: About 8 miles NNE of Big Bear Lake and even closer to 

Holcomb Valley. Winners: Mal Roode, Allan Schoenherr, Bob Day, Leonard Friedman, and Jay Lawrence. As 

miners and prospectors came to seek their fortune, outlaws, claim jumpers, gamblers, and other trouble makers 

followed close behind. In late August, 1861, the valley was taken over by an organized band of horse thieves from 

Salt Lake City, known as Button’s Gang. The gangs’ domination was so complete they simply commandeered any 

cabin they wanted and appropriated any supplies or equipment they fancied. An 

estimated 50 murders were committed in the first two years of the discovery of 

Holcomb Valley. For example, “Hell Roaring Johnson” was shot when he tried to 

fix the first election in the valley. Some outlaws evaded justice, but those who 

didn’t met their Maker on Hangman’s Tree. For many years, a juniper tree was 

mistaken to be the famous Hangman’s Tree, the symbol of law and justice in the 

turbulent Holcomb Valley. (The original Hangman’s Tree is now believed to be a 

stump 100 feet east of Belleville Cabin). Nevertheless, you can look up and 

imagine the scene when as many as four outlaws were hanged at once from the 

branches of a large tree. (http://www.mabb-mortengenealogy.com/gold_fever/

pages/Hangman.htm)  

Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else 

went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where he is to Bob at 

bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the subject), and he will send me 

the names of people who correctly guess the location along with a different lost 

map to publish in another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know 

what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 

Golf Course.” 

http://www.mabb-mortengenealogy.com/gold_fever/pages/Hangman.htm
http://www.mabb-mortengenealogy.com/gold_fever/pages/Hangman.htm
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DESERT EXPLORERS E-NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 

check made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address   

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  Cell Phone ( )  

E-Mail (must provide)  

Ham Call Sign  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128 daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169 775-537-7717 bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Ruth Harder DE Chairperson 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 818-585-6468  usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 760-876-9227  usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson  Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406 760-985-6307 tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Road Apple Valley California 92308 760-247-0984 951-733-5242 nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bob Rodemeyer Sir Bob 1864 Chesapeake Way  Corona California 92880  951-642-0776 chiefrodey@gmail.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Newsletter Distributor/Xterra Terror 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond Nevada 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 
Danny Siler T.B.D. P. O. Box 3866 Tustin California 92791 714-639-6555  danny@mathieuco.com 
Norma Siler T.B.D. P. O. Box 3866 Tustin California 92791 714-639-6555  danny@mathieuco.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29%20642-0776
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline for submission in the 
April Newsletter is March 20th. 


