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Wild, Wonderful,

Wide open spaces of
Nevada and Idaho

by Marian Johns

SS
EEMS MR. JAUSSAUD HAS STOOD ME UP AGAIN –
but I forgive him because it was for a most
important reason. This trip was planned

on very short notice (advertised only in the
May newsletter) when Bob suggested I lead
another trip to Nevada. Unfortunately, major
eye problems and surgery precluded
the Jaussauds’ participation at the
last minute. But six of us – Tim and
Alice Cannon, Ann and John Fulton,
yours truly and current hubby, Neal –
voted to do the trip anyway. Our
thoughts were with Bob during our
Nevada (and Idaho) escapades, and
we sincerely hope that his eye ordeal
will be resolved with favorable
results.

Starting in the tiny and quaint burg
of Cedarville, California, that lies in
the shadow of the snowy Warner
Mountains, we journeyed east, out
across the sagebrush desert of north-
western Nevada and into High Rock

Canyon where California-bound emigrants
traveled so many years ago. In one spot it is still
possible to see wagon ruts, and we stood in
awe and admiration of their feat which was
accomplished with none of our modern equip-
ment and conveniences. This spectacular
canyon, with its high cliffs and small stream
that required many wet crossings, is definitely
a 4wd route because of a couple of short but
steep and rough scrambles.

As evening approached, we stopped at the
Soldier Meadows Ranch and asked if they
allowed camping. It’s a working ranch that is
also a guest ranch, and they do have a nice spot
for tent campers with access to the bathrooms
and showers. The ranch is managed by (but
not owned by) Mac Hedges. Turns out he is an
author – wrote an excellent prize-winning
book titled “Last Buckaroo”. It’s out of print,
but we found a copy at the Elko Museum a few
days later. Mac had us in stitches as he told us
brief accounts of going to college, courting his
wife, Candi, breaking horses and raising three
youngsters, one of whom is still at home. His
16 year old son uses the internet to “attend”
classes because great distances make commut-
ing to school impossible. As you can guess, we
thoroughly enjoyed our stay.

The next morning, we drove out to the
nearby hot springs where John Fulton took a
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dip

while the rest of us, just having had a
shower, watched. The rest of the day, we
spent exploring the Pine Forest Range. I
saw nary a pine tree, but we did see some
awesome views from the mountain
heights. We ate lunch by a beautiful
stream, followed a steep road up to Onion
Reservoir, and then continued 18 miles
on a well-maintained dirt road around
and down the other side. Nightfall found
us at another hot springs – Bog Hot
Springs, which is actually a hot creek.
Several of us had an evening soak. 

Somewhere along the way, Neal discov-
ered two of five leaf springs broken in the
left-rear set. We figured the next stop had
better be an auto shop, so we pointed
ourselves toward Winnemucca. Luckily,
we found a place that was able to take us
immediately - they found a third broken
spring - and we were on our way again by
noon. But instead of dashing off into the
boonies again, we opted for a motel that
night there in town and dinner at the old
Winnemucca Hotel that serves Basque
meals family-style. We had enough steak

scraps left over to keep Tessa happy for
several days.

From Winnemucca, we drove north to
Paradise, another tiny and quaint com-
munity. After stopping for photos of old
homes, an old store, and a dead gas sta-
tion with one of those tall, round pumps,
we headed on up into and across the
beautiful Santa Rosa Mountains. It had
rained recently so we proceeded care-
fully, slipping and sliding along the steep
mountain road. The trucks were soon
covered with sticky mud. Our destination
that evening was the 45 Ranch, located on
the South Fork of the Owyhee River in the
southwestern-most corner of Idaho. Last
year we reached this ranch from the
Idaho side, and this year I wanted to try it
from the Nevada side. On the way, we
found ourselves greeted with a NO TRES-
PASSING sign at a ranch on the Little
Owyhee (dry). There was no way around,
so we just ignored the sign and drove on
in to the ranch buildings where we found
three friendly cowboys. So much for
intimidating signs. After chatting for a

while, they pointed out the steep two-
track up to the canyon rim which subse-
quently we took. In another 13 miles, we
finally descended into the South Fork’s
gorge – a remote but beautiful spot. The
river was wide and shallow last year in
August. This year in May, it was even
wider and much deeper. We strapped two
of the trucks together (Johns’ and
Cannons’) and cautiously ventured out
into the fast-moving water. No problem!
We made it easily, and the Fultons fol-
lowed. As we drove the last short stretch
to the ranch, we found our way blocked
by a family of noisy killdeer that refused
to vacate the roadway. As mom and dad
scurried along the two-track, they were
followed by three tiny chicks that were as
cute as bugs’ ears. Needless to say, it was
a very slow half-mile trip to the ranch,
and when we finally arrived, we found it
deserted. Not long ago, it was purchased
by the Nature Conservancy. Last year it
was occupied, but this year, the yard was
full of weeds – no signs of recent occupa-
tion. We backtracked the half-mile –
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killdeer family still in possession of the
road - and set up camp along the river.

The following morning, we made our
way back to civilization, crossed back
into Nevada and had lunch in a Mountain
City restaurant. After gassing up, we
turned off into the mountains, first to the
east and then to the north, on another dirt
road. Brimming creeks, fields of wild-
flowers and pronghorn antelope
abounded. But the highlight of the after-
noon was a huge red-tailed hawk nest
occupied by three white, fluff-ball young-
sters that we watched from a respectful
distance through our binoculars. Mama
left the nest just after we stopped, but
kept a watchful eye on us from nearby.
Nightfall found us camped in a lovely
streamside spot beneath towering canyon
walls near the Idaho border – again.

Our morning route of travel was dis-
rupted by an unexpected locked gate, so
we were forced to back track and recon-
sider our options. The Idaho DeLorme
Atlas listed some “Unique Natural
Features” that sounded intriguing, all

within 50 or 60 miles of the Nevada bor-
der. So we made an unplanned detour
that day back into Idaho and saw – 1.
Bruneau Dunes – includes the largest sin-
gle-structured dune in North America; 2.
Malad River Gorge – cuts through a lava
gorge and dumps into the Snake River; 3.
Thousand Springs - where many falls
“weep” from the Snake River’s canyon
walls and cascade into the river; 4.
Balanced Rock - a huge, gravity-defying
boulder is supported by a tiny, narrow
neck; 5. Shoshone Falls – was a disap-
pointment because we came too late in
the spring, and it was dry, all of the water
being diverted for hydroelectric power
and irrigation; 6. Caldron Linn – was the
most spectacular sight of the whole day,
where the Snake River narrows to a width
of 40 ft., and the water thunders and
swirls down several falls.  We even had
time to drive by the Cannons’ old home in
Twin Falls.

Late that afternoon, we arrived in
Burley where we relaxed in a motel and
showered off the dust collected over the

past couple of days. Even the three trucks
had a bath in a do-it-yourself car wash. 

We turned south the next morning,
heading for the City of Rocks, a rock
climber’s mecca where towering granite
rocks have weathered into fantastic
shapes. 

After much photo taking, we moved on
down Junction Valley and off the map,
into the unknown. In order to return to
Nevada, we found it necessary to cross the
northwest corner of Utah, but had failed
to bring any maps of that area, since we
hadn’t planned on going there.
So.........we pointed ourselves in the
direction of Nevada and took a dirt two-
track west, through an unlocked, and
unsigned, gate. Though it was unlocked at
the moment, there was a chain and shiny
lock hanging at the side, as though some-
one might have temporarily unlocked it
with intentions of returning and relocking
it when they left. This was a disconcerting
dilemma, but we forged on hoping for the
best (no locked gate somewhere on
ahead). Turns out we were on the old

33 DDESERTESERT EEXPLORERSXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM NNOO. 89 A. 89 AUGUSTUGUST 20032003

Digital photo by Marian Johns
Nevada Horses

Digital photo by Marian Johns
Stone Church - Knott Ranch - Nevada

Digital photo by Marian Johns
High Rock Canyon - Nevada

Digital photo by Marian Johns
Pine Forest Range - Nevada



California Emigrant Trail. We topped out
at Granite Pass and continued left on the
ridge road that had the most used tracks.
On and on we went, taking the most used
road whenever there was a choice, still
wandering in “unmapped” territory. The
uncertainty caused bitten fingernails and
rising blood pressures. Eventually, we
thought we saw our road (at least we
hoped it was ours) far below in an area of
old mines. Sure enough, down, down we
went, past the mines to the last gate. And
like the other, it had a chain and shiny
lock – that was unlocked! Never mind the
“Keep Out” signs that were on the far side
of it; we were not going back! 

In honor of our success, and this being
our last day together, we pigged out at the
truck stop buffet in Wells, Nevada. After
saying adios, John, Ann, Tim and Alice
drove on to Elko, while Neal and I
camped in nearby Angel Creek camp-
ground which is on the slopes of the still-
snowy northern Ruby Mountains. The
campground was nice, with only a few
people there; that was the problem, we
already missed the great company of the
Fultons and Cannons on this scenic trip.�
FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four-
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their discretion.

Kern Plateau
Exploratiory

August 9-10
Leaders: Chuck & Jeanice

Kalbach
CB: 13

MM
EET AT 8:00 A.M. AT THE BURGER
King in beautiful downtown
Pearsonville 11 miles north of the

Highway 395 & 14 Junction. This is the

last gas available until Kernville. We’ll be
going in via the Nine Mile Canyon Road to
Kennedy Meadows, the Fish Creek area
and Black Rock Station to Monache
Meadows. We’ll have a Happy Hour
potluck & camp somewhere on the
plateau Saturday night as camping is
allowed anywhere with a fire permit and a
shovel, axe and bucket. Sunday, August
10, we plan to do the Sherman Jeep Trail,
visit an old cabin, then down to the Kern
River and Kernville, Lake Isabella and
home thru Onyx to Highway 14, not far
from where we started. Limit 8 Vehicles.
Call (760)868-6059 or e-mail Chuck -
kalbach@snowline.net�

Sedona, Arizona
August 12-15

Leaders: Robb 'n Ana
CB: 13

AA
S YOU OR MAY NOT RECALL, PRACTICALLY
the whole state of Arizona was on
fire last year. As a result, all 4x4

roads were closed so we cancelled the
scheduled Sedona trip. On the very day
we were to have left, Sedona opened its
4x4 roads. Robb and I decided to go
ahead and scope it out. There were prob-
lems, but now we know our way around,
and we're ready to do Sedona again.
There's about two days of some really fun
dirt roading in Sedona. The trails run
from easy to moderate; nothing requiring
lockers, but high clearance and 4x4 are
required. Robb's and my camping pattern
is usually two nights of camping, and the
third night we motel it. All in all I figure
we'll be out four days and three nights.
Space is limited to six vehicles, so call
early to get time and meeting place.

Phone: (626) 821-0044 or e-mail: ana-
marie418@yahoo.com.�

California High
Flats Trip
Aug 20 – 24/25

Leader: John Page
CB: 13

GMRS or FRS radio if you
have one – Channel 7

EE
VERYONE PLEASE BRING A CONTRIBUTION
TO the Wednesday evening potluck
dinner. Bring and wear sunscreen;

the altitude contributes to a killer sun-
burn. Bring firewood if you can.
Depending on your interests, please
bring: reading material, card and/or
board games, horseshoe game, Frisbees,
kites, hiking shoes, canteens, fishing
license (see below).

This laid-back trip will be in two parts;
participants are welcome to join either or
both parts. Two-wheel drive is O.K. for the
first part; 4WD is required for the second
part.

The first part will be at 8133 foot
Mahogany Flats in Death Valley. I will be
happy to meet folks from L.A. at Denny’s
Sand Canyon on Highway 14 at 8:30 a.m.
on Wednesday, August 20; we will go
through Mojave and Trona on our way to
Mahogany Flats, but it will be too hot to
plan on meeting anyone on the way. I will
send directions to Mahogany Flats to any-
one who doesn’t know where it is. We will
be in Death Valley and subject to the $10
entry fee, but will not be passing any fee-
collection station. Gasoline is normally
available in Trona, Panamint Springs
(new?), Lone Pine, and Stovepipe Wells.

I expect we will spend Wednesday
afternoon and evening at Mahogany Flats
just “hanging around” and acclimating to
the altitude. Bring a book or a game to
play while we just relax and spy on the
Germans in the heat down below at
Furnace Creek and Badwater. Firewood
would be good too, because it will be
cool at night. Plan for a potluck dinner
Wednesday night.

On Thursday, you will have the option
of : 1) driving a short distance back the
Wildrose Canyon Road to the charcoal
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kilns and exploring them and/or hiking
up to 9,064-foot Wildrose Peak from the
trailhead at the kilns (2264-foot climb in
4.2 miles), 2) hiking as far up the trail to
11,019-ft Telescope Peak (2916-foot
climb in about 7 miles, from where you
can see both the highest and lowest points
in the contiguous United States) as your
interests and energy allow, or 3) staying
with the book or game you started
Wednesday. The hikers will be very tired
Thursday night.

Friday we will drive to Bishop where
those who are interested in only the
Coyote Flats part of the trip will join us.

For the second part of the trip, we will
meet on Friday, August 22, at Isaak
Walton Park on West Line Street in Bishop
at noon for a picnic lunch and then head
up the hill to Funnel Lake at Coyote Flats.
Funnel Lake is a gorgeous little high-alti-
tude lake with lots of hungry fish. Fisher-
people are legally supposed to have a
California Fishing License, but I have
never been checked, and I don’t intend to
ask. (Warning: The penalty for fishing
without a license can be severe.) I use a
spin-casting rig with a bobber and wet fly
and have always caught fish in Funnel
Lake. I release mine, but you don’t have
to if you plan to eat the fish. There is
another little lake within a short dis-
tance of our campsite that may also
yield fish.

On Saturday, in addition to fishing,
there is opportunity for some 4WD
exploring around the Coyote Flats area.
A short drive will take us to the Baker
Creek Campground, the trailhead for a
hike up to some higher lakes, the upper-

most of which is Thunder and Lightning
Lake, and a mild pass over to South Lake
and Bishop Creek. If not too stiff and sore
from the Thursday hike, I think I would
like to try for T&L Lake again; it’s been
several years. There is room for horse-
shoes, if anyone will bring the equipment.
Frisbees and other active or passive
games will be welcome, as will some
more firewood.

Sunday, most of us will probably head
down the mountain for home, but I may
hang around for another night and return
Monday if anyone else is so inclined.

Please e-mail me at jppage@adel-
phia.net confirming your interest in join-
ing either or both parts of this wildly
unambitious summer trip.�

Eureka/Saline
Valleys

October 13-14 (maybe
longer)

Leader: John Page
CB: 13

SS
tARTING AT BIG PINE, WE WILL VISIT THE
Eureka Dunes, then run Dedeckera
Canyon through Steel Pass and

spend the night at one of the Saline Valley
hot springs. The next day we will take a
short hike up to the McElvoy Canyon
waterfall and visit an Indian camping
area. We will look for petroglyph sites
reported to exist in this area.

The trip may be extended into Death
Valley or the Panamint Mountains if there
is sufficient interest. Participation in the
extension would be optional. E-mail John
Page at jppage@adelphia.net for a reser-
vation. �

Scorpio Birthday
Weekend 
November 8-9

Leaders: Ann & George Stoll
CB: 13

TT
HE VENUE WILL BE BACK AT DELIGHT'S IN
Tecopa Hot Springs. Participants to
make their own reservations at

Delight's (1-800-854-5007). A 4WD trip
to see rock art will be included.
Otherwise we just soak and relax, with
pot luck dinner in the main room at
Delight's on Saturday. Call or e-mail Anne
Stoll if you want to sign up.�

The Hike to Goat
Trestle

March 13-14, 2004
Leaders: Bob & Sue

Jaussaud
CB: 13

LL
AST MARCH, RIGHT AFTER OUR ANNUAL
Rendezvous in Ocotillo, Dave
McFarland, Vicki Hill, Bob and Toby

and I hiked into Goat Trestle. For those of
you who haven’t heard of it, Goat Trestle
was built in 1933 and served the historic
San Diego & Arizona Eastern Railway, the
“Impossible Railroad” as it’s referred to
in a June 1977 Desert Magazine article.
Walking along the tracks, it’s immediately
apparent how well this title fits: The sur-
rounding countryside is incredibly steep,
and the task of putting in a railroad
seems, well, impossible. On the downhill
side of the tracks, the land drops away
into canyons hundreds of feet deep, and
there are palm oases in some of them.
Almost all of the tunnels that served the
line are still passable, and their wooden
roof beams are blackened from the
steam engines’ soot. As we made our
way along the tracks, I was filled with
wonder at the plain old fashioned nerve
that it would take to even consider
building such a project.
Goat Trestle itself is awe-inspiring.

Built of “heart redwood”, it is gracefully
curved, and measures 185 feet high and

Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

August 9-10 Kern Plateau Kalbach

August 12-15 Sedona Romero

August 20-25 Callifornia High Flats Page

September Panamint Mountains Romspert

September Taklamakan Desert Reda Anderson

October 4-5 Glass Mountain Traverse Kalbach

October 13-14 Eureka/Saline Valley Page

October Cajon Pass day trip Jacoby

November 8-9 Hot Springs & Petros Stoll

March 13-14, 2004 Goat Trestle Jaussaud

September 2004 Chile/ China Reda Anderson/Mitchell

Please welcome 
Emily Murphy Pasadena



over 600 feet long. Walking across it is
not for the faint-hearted. It took all my
powers of concentration not to freeze up
right in the middle, as my gaze downward
at my boots continued to the canyon bot-
tom a long ways below. But the hike was
so wonderful, so worth the effort, that
we’ve decided to return. March 13-14,
2004, looks like a good weekend for a
return visit to Goat Trestle. We’ll either
camp at the trail head, which is near Dos
Cabezas (see AAA San Diego county map),
or we’ll wuss out and rent rooms at Ed
and Mitzie’s place, where we had the ren-
dezvous in Ocotillo. The hike to Goat
Trestle is approximately 5 1/2 miles EACH
WAY following the tracks, so it’s fairly level
walking. I’d like to explore beyond it, if
time permits. If you’re interested, let us
know via e-mail. The group size will be
limited. �

Draft Meeting
Minutes

June 7, 2003
Meeting called to order at The home of

Ding and Allan Wicker  by Chairman
Emeritus, Neal Johns at 11:05 a.m..
Present were:

Neal & Marian Johns;  Newsletter
Editor, Bob Martin;Trip Coordinator, John
Page; Subscriptions, Marilyn Martin; Alan

R o m s p e r t ;
Linda Harris;
L o r e n e
Crawford; Bill
Ott; Joan
M c G o v e r n -
White, Ding
Wicker (Allan
was teaching);
George and
Ann Stoll.
The Minutes

of the last met-
ing were
approved as
published in
the newsletter.
Reports:

Subscriptions:

We have 140 subscribers: send 6 free-
bies. 6 are 1 month past due, and 6 are 2
months past due. 
Newsletter:

Bob Martin said more articles are
needed for the July newsletter. Articles for
the Aug. newsletter must reach Bob by
July 10.  He is  still missing trip reports.
Articles for the Sept. newsletter should be
sent ASAP as Bob will only have a few days
when he returns from his planned trip to
get it out. If worst comes to worst there
will be no Sept. newsletter.

Future Trips:

John, as usual, managed to fill our cal-
endar.

Web Site:

It’s up and running and getting a lot of
hits. The Peru trip is now on the web - lots
of great photos. Regarding Desert
Explorers.com there is still some confu-
sion about our picking it up. John will
check weekly to see if we need to do any-
thing or leave it status quo.

John asked for about $2 more per
month to pick up a few more bytes.

Marilyn Martin moved he be allowed to
spend the money. Lorene Crawford sec-
onded. Passed unanimously.
Old Business:

The check Anne Stoll gave to the
Imperial Museum is still missing.  After
listening to Anne’s rather amusing  tale of
its “loss” it was decided to wait a while
before going through the motions of stop-

ping payment and re-issuing it. 
Sites for the Rendezvous are still being

sought. Looks as if Panamint Springs will
not be available due to a change of own-
ers in progress. 

Treasurer:

Ken Sears was absent so there was no
treasurer’s report

Next Meeting:

Sat. Sept. 13 at Ding and Allan
Wicker’s, 10:30 a.m.  - potluck brunch.

Neal thanked Ding for her hospitality.
Meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Martin, in the absence of Secy.

Betty Wallin �
Editor note:
Our own internet maven found this

and sent it to me and others. Our jour-
neys take us past these interesting for-
mations, and I thought the rest of you
might find it adding to the interest of
your next trip to the desert.

Of additional interest, Campbell
Grant in his “Rock Drawings of the
Coso Range” says, “Prolonged cold, wet
periods tend to inhibit and destroy
patina. Thus the patina formed during
the Altithermal or drying period follow-
ing the Great Pluvial might have been
destroyed by the Little Pluvial, and the
Patina we see today would have formed
since the Little Pluvial. Thus it is possi-
ble that no drawings in the Coso Range
are much over 3,000 years old”.

Desert Varnish &
Lichen Crust
Microscopic Organisms
Color Desert Rocks
by Wayne P. Armstrong

Professor of Botany, Life
Sciences Department
Palomar College, San
Marcos, California

INTRODUCTION
Rugged mountain peaks and sun-

baked boulders throughout the arid
Southwest are often colored in beautiful
shades of orange, green, yellow and gray.
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At first glance the colorful coatings
resemble a layer of paint, but close exam-
ination reveals that this unusual phenom-
enon is caused by a thin layer of
microscopic organisms. The organisms
include colonies of bacteria called
“desert varnish,” and colonies of symbi-
otic algae and fungi called lichens.

Desert varnish microbes generally sur-
vive better than lichens on the driest, sun-
baked boulders. On boulders where
lichens are established, the varnish bacte-
ria do not survive as well. This may be
related to a moisture difference or to
organic acids produced by the lichens.
These miniature rock dwellers have sur-
vived for countless centuries in some of
the most seemingly inhospitable environ-
ments on earth and may represent some
of the oldest living colonial life forms.

DESERT VARNISH ON ROCKS & BOUL-
DERS

One of the most remarkable biogeo-
chemical phenomena in arid desert
regions of the world is desert varnish.
Although it may be only one hundredth of
a millimeter in thickness, desert varnish
often colors entire mountain ranges black
or reddish brown.

Desert varnish is a thin coating
(patina) of manganese, iron and clays on
the surface of sun-baked boulders.
According to Ronald I. Dorn and
Theodore M. Oberlander (Science
Volume 213, 1981), desert varnish is
formed by colonies of microscopic bacte-
ria living on the rock surface for thou-
sands of years.

The bacteria absorb trace amounts of
manganese and iron from the atmosphere
and precipitate it as a black layer of man-
ganese oxide or reddish iron oxide on the
rock surfaces. This thin layer also
includes cemented clay particles which
help to shield the bacteria against desic-
cation, extreme heat and intense solar
radiation.

Several genera of bacteria are known
to produce desert varnish, including
Metallogenium and Pedomicrobium.
They consist of minute spherical, rod-
shaped or pear-shaped cells only 0.4 to 2
micrometers long, with peculiar cellular
extensions. In fact, the individual cells are
smaller than human red blood cells
which are about 7.5 micrometers in
diameter. Because of the radiating fila-
ments from individual cells and colonies
of some species, they are called

appendaged bacteria.
All living systems require the vital

energy molecule ATP (adenosine triphos-
phate) in order to function. In our cells
ATP is constantly produced within micro-
scopic bodies called mitochondria. As
electrons flow along the membranes of
our mitochondria, molecules of ATP are
generated. The electrons come from the
breakdown (oxidation) of glucose from
our diet. Although varnish bacteria do not
have mitochondria, they do have a similar
inner membrane structure through which
electrons flow to generate ATP.

However, in varnish bacteria the elec-
trons come from the oxidation of man-
ganese and iron rather than glucose.
Herein lies the marvelous adaptive advan-
tage for producing a layer of black and
red varnish on desert boulders. As you
gaze at the miles of varnish-coated boul-
ders and rocky outcrops throughout arid
desert lands, you can appreciate the mag-
nitude of these microscopic cells all pro-
ducing their countless trillions of ATP
molecules!

Varnish bacteria thrive on smooth
rock surfaces in arid climates. According
to Ronald Dorn, perhaps 10,000 years
are required for a complete varnish coat-
ing to form in the deserts of the south-
western United States. In fact, dating of
varnished surfaces is of enormous impor-
tance to the study of desert landforms and
to the study of early humans in America,
since many artifacts lying on the ground
become coated with desert varnish.
Boulders of the Anza-Borrego Desert
region are covered with a reddish-brown
iron oxide, while boulders in parts of
Owens Valley are blackened by a man-
ganese oxide varnish.

In the Alabama Hills near Lone Pine,
the rocks are so black that they resemble
basalt; however, if you scratch through
the varnish layer, the light-colored granite
is exposed. For thousands of years native
Indians have used desert varnish for their
rock carvings (called petroglyphs).
Throughout northern Owens Valley, there
are acres of elaborate petroglyphs carved
into desert varnish and Bishop tuff,
including spirals, circles, wavy lines, foot-
prints, men, deer and desert bighorn
sheep. It is fascinating to speculate on the
origin and meaning of all these carvings.

LICHEN CRUST ON ROCKS & BOUL-
DERS

Without a doubt, the most colorful

coatings on rocks are produced by
lichens, a remarkable symbiotic relation-
ship between microscopic algal cells and
fungal filaments. Although lichens can
also withstand extreme environmental
conditions, they generally cannot survive
as well on the dry, sun-baked boulders
where desert varnish microbes flourish.
Rock lichens come in a variety of bright
colors, from red, orange and yellow to
brilliant shades of green. There are hun-
dreds of species in the southwestern
United States, including leafy forms and
low-growing crustose species resembling
a thick layer of paint.

The lichen body (thallus) is composed
of algal cells living inside a compact mass
of fungal tissue. The algae are photosyn-
thetic and provide the fungus with carbo-
hydrate nutrients. The delicate algal cells
also gain mechanical protection from
hostile climatic conditions by being tightly
enveloped in a dense meshwork of fungal
filaments.

This is especially true on arid boul-
ders, where neither partner could survive
on its own. Indeed the relationship is a
kind of marriage where each member
depends on the other for its survival. It
wasn’t until 1867 that the dual symbiotic
nature of lichens was described by the
Swiss botanist Simon Schwendener. One
of the staunch proponents of the alga/fun-
gus marriage hypothesis was the excellent
naturalist and scientific illustrator of this
time period by the name of Beatrix
Potter—who latter became a famous
author of children’s stories!

A dozen or more species of lichens
may grow on a single boulder, often com-
pletely covering the rock surface.
Crustose lichens form such a tight inter-
face with the crystalline surface of some
rocks that they are practically impossible
to scape off. They will even grow on shiny
black obsidian. Many crustose rock
lichens spend most of their lives in a des-

Visit Desert
Explorers on the

Web!
See more pictures and in

color!
http://desertexplorers.org
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iccated “dormant” state and have
extremely slow annual growth rates.

Lichens dry out very rapidly and may
loose up to 98 percent of their water con-
tent. When a lichen is wetted by rain or
morning dew, it quickly imbibes water
like blotting paper, and photosynthesis
within its little algal partner is revived for
a while. Since lichens are among the first
plants to grow on bare rock, they play a
role in soil formation by slowly etching
the rock surface. Microscopic rock frag-
ments intermeshed with the lichen

become loosened by expansion and con-
traction, as the lichen is alternately moist-
ened and dried.

In the natural environment, plants are
constantly invading and colonizing new
habitats - a phenomenon known as suc-
cession. Since lichens are among the first
plants to colonize bare rock, they play an
important role in primary succession.
After lichens have etched and crumbled
the rock surface for centuries, mineral
soil and organic matter begins to accu-
mulate. Then other plants such as mosses
and grasses begin to grow, followed by
herbs, hardy shrubs, and finally trees.
Although lichens produce weak organic
(phenolic) acids, it is doubtful that these
acids have much effect on the etching of
rocks, unless they are calcareous. For
most rock surfaces, the etching process
is probably mechanical. Crustose rock
lichens are able to grow on bare rock,
sinking their spreading thallus into every
minute nook and cranny. Microscopic
rock fragments intermeshed with lichen
thallus become loosened by expansion
and contraction, as the thallus is alter-
nately moistened and dried.

The rock-breaking power of plants is
greatly enhanced when seeds fall into
cracks and then germinate. This is partic-
ularly true in the case of woody shrubs
and conifers with powerful expanding
root systems. Throughout the subalpine
Sierra Nevada there are forests of pine,
fir, and hemlock growing in relatively
shallow soils and duff overlaying solid
granite. This massive bedrock of granite
was scoured and polished by glaciers as
recently as 12,000 years ago.

On rugged granite outcrops, large
colonies of lime-green map lichen
(Rhizocarpon geographicum), ashy-gray
Aspicilia cinerea and orange Caloplaca
saxicola may be thousands of years old.
In fact, the colorful chartreuse rock
lichen Acarospora chlorophana may
grow only a few millimeters per century.
One has only to gaze at the spectacular
panoramas of glacier-carved granite
throughout the Sierra Nevada to appreci-
ate the magnitude of some crustose
lichens.

The blackened surface of massive
domes in Yosemite National Park is actu-
ally crustose species of Buellia,
Verrucaria and Lecidea atrobrunnea..
Growth rates from rock lichens on glacial
moraines have been used to approximate

the time interval between the advance and
retreat of glaciers.

Rock lichens have played an important
role in the survival of native people and
explorers. In addition to providing food
for their animals, Indians, Eskimos and
Laplanders eat certain lichens. Leafy
lichens called rock tripes (Umbilicaria)
are boiled in soups and eaten raw. They
are also added to salads or deep fried,
and are considered a delicacy in Japan.

Throughout history, peasants of Persia
have avoided mass starvation by eating
the abundant crustose rock lichen
Lecanora esculenta. This lichen readily
becomes detached in small patches and
is blown off the rocks by wind, often
accumulating in crevices and under
shrubs. It is mixed with meal and made
into a kind of bread in Turkey and north-
ern Iran. In fact, some biblical scholars
think this lichen may have been the
“manna” which saved the starving
Israelites during their exodus from Egypt.

Through the remarkable marriage
between algae and fungi, lichens have
etched out an existence in places where
no other life forms could possibly live.
Although they have survived millions of
years of evolution, many lichen species
are now endangered by atmospheric pol-
lution. This same fate may also affect
some of the desert varnish microbes.
Since lichens absorb most of their min-
eral nutrients from the air and rain water,
they are especially vulnerable to toxic air-
borne pollutants.

Because they have no way to excrete
the elements they absorb into their tissue,
toxic compounds become even more
concentrated. The toxins cause the pho-
tosynthetic algal cells to deteriorate and
the subsequent death of the fungal
spouse. Extensive off-road vehicle activity
in some desert areas stirs up vast quanti-
ties of alkaline dust. This increased
atmospheric alkalinity may affect man-
ganese oxidation by varnish bacteria, thus
slowing or inhibiting the development of
desert varnish.

Like the proverbial canary used to
detect invisible but deadly methane fumes
in a coal mine, lichens are sensitive
barometers of atmospheric pollution. In
fact, their vulnerability has made them
very effective air pollution monitoring sta-
tions for the U.S. Forest Service and
National Park Service. Lichens and desert
varnish are fascinating and complex liv-
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Editor: Bob Martin

Asst. Editors: Marilyn Martin,
Marian & Neal Johns

Next Meeting
Saturday, September 13

10:30 a.m. pot luck brunch
Ding & Allan Wicker’s

Be there!!!
Directions to Allan and Ding Wicker's house:

In Claremont, go north on Indian Hill Blvd. past
Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the median
(counting from Foothill), turn left into the
entrance to Griswold's Townhomes. You will see a
set of 3 gates connected to an ivy-covered wall and
tile-roofed townhomes.

From the 210 eastbound, the closest exit is
Towne Avenue. Then south (right) on Towne to
Foothill, east (left) on Foothill to Indian Hill,
north (left) on Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline,
and go west on Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn
left, (south) for about 1 mile to the gate.

Approach the northern-most (right-most) gate
at the entrance. Stop there, and at the keypad,
punch in 0 3 7.   (If you forget, there is a direc-
tory.) That will ring Allan's phone  He will answer
and open the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it, turning
right immediately, and then follow the street until
the first opportunity to turn left. Turn left there (at
the first opportunity), and at the next opportunity,
then park in any available parking area (not along
the curb). The house is 1430 Sitka; the 1430 on
the side of the house should be visible from the
street. Walk up the driveway, and follow the side-
walk to the house entrance. Desperation calls for
assistance: (909) 445-0082.



ing organisms. We still have a lot to learn
from them. In addition, they coat our
desert mountains with a myriad of beauti-
ful colors.
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Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs.

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://www.mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�

Discover Baja Travel Club
(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at

www.discoverbaja.com
Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,

weather and road reports, etc.
�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too.

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville, gifts. Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays.

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
37198 Lanfair Rd.G-15 Essex, CA 92332 •

(760) 733-4482
http://www.mdhca.org/

Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert
guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott.

Some good folks to know...

Where am I?
Mystery location for July was Angeles Forest. July win-

ners: Allan Schoenherr, Bill Ott, Bill Dunlap.
Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he

went left when the rest went right and is completely lost.
He sent us this map of where he is. Send your guess as to
where this is to Bob at: bopeltzman@aol.com (with the
word "Lost" in the subject), and he will send me the names
of the first three people to correctly guess the location
along with a different lost map to publish in another
newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what
area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley
near the Devil’s Golf Course.”

"Stocks have reached what
looks like a permanently

high plateau."
Irving Fisher, Professor of
Economics, Yale University,

1929.
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Larry Acosta afab@sbcglobal.net
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Dave Beyer debeyer@att.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Debbie Burger dburger@guidemail.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Cook bcookpetra@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lrncrw2@earthlink.net
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
Alona Daudel photominer@aol.com
Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
John Downing downing@chapman.edu
Bill Dunlap wdunlap@lausd.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards eded010@yahoo.com
Jerry Etchison jerryetchison@yahoo.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Nancy Gorham ngcarraway@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net

Norris Hanna nhanna@adelphia.net
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@earthlink.net
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns aridneal@earthlink.net
Stephen Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
Jerry Koplowitz jkopnv@aol.com
John Kosharek johnnjoann@juno.com
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lipari lipari.family@verizon.net
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White jmcgovern-white@tvusd.k12.ca.us
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
Emily Murphy patandem@earthlink.net
Jay Myers jayclams@aol
Robert M. Myers rmyers3510@cs.com
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Cindy  O’Loughlin gethergoat@aol.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net

Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dzrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope onerailnut@aol.com
Jim Proffitt jproffitt@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.com
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerry Smith jerytim@aol.com
Larry Sorenson 4xteardrop@msn.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@cox.net
Anne Stoll annestoll@sricrm.com
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Tom Thompson tom@thompsoninsurance.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
James Wales walesje@yahoo.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.com
Rick Whitaker rwhitake@ci.ontario.ca..us
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting rdwieting@adelphia.net
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Matthew Wilson mwilson@mail.sdsu.edu
Bob Younger byounger@rain.org

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail

General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:

Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t i on  f o rmDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See above:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00
entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per

cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.
Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-572-6015 av8soulfly@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Debbie Burger Roadrunner 10801 Lemon Ave. #2424 Alta Loma California 91737 909-989-6748 dburger@guidemail.com
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lrncrw2@earthlink.net
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@netzon.net
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 1088 Levee Dr. Mohave Valley Arizona 86440 520-768-5213 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will 406 Lytle Creek Rd. Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 aridneal@earthlink.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd. Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 aridneal@earthlink.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave. Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 928-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg., Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 annestoll@sricrm.com
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart Mr. Nice P.O. Box 23061 Santa Ana California 92711-3061 ecv1069@earthlink.net
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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Marilyn Martin • PO Box 291759 • Phelan • California • 92329-1759
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