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Sayonara Mojave - A
Different View 
by Hannah Friedman (18-

months-old)

II
HAD FUN ON THE “BYE, BYE MOJAVE” TRIP.
There were three doggies to play with - - -
little Folly barked a lot, friendly Toby

wagged his tail, and big, fluffy Tessa scared me
a little. When I was napping, I dreamed that
there was a kitty cat sitting up in the mountains.
I woke up, and Mommy said that it was true,
and everybody had seen Cat Mountain. We vis-
ited a cabin, but no one was home. I liked the
campfire at night and walked around in the
shadows. It was cold and lonely in our tent, so
I cried out for my friends before going to sleep.
The next day, we went hiking and saw pretty
green rocks and yellow melons just my size. At
lunchtime, we all sat in a big circle, and I found
a box of cookies in the middle. When no one
was looking, I grabbed it and ran. I got to sit
on a big rock made just for me. Daddy said it
was called a metate and I couldn’t take it with
me. I can’t wait to go to the Rendezvous and
find some more rocks (and see my friends
again). �

Mystery (Trip)
Solved!

by Sue Jaussaud

DD
OS CABEZAS STATION WAS THE FIRST STOP ON
our now-traditional “Friday-Inbound-
Rendezvous Trip”. Very little remains of

this station along the old San Diego & Arizona
Eastern Railroad, the “impossible railroad,”
which was completed in 1919. (The June 1977
Desert Magazine has a great article on this.)
Motivated by the cold weather, we took a quick
look at the water tank, old foundations and one
very small circular building with a “pointy”
top, and jumped back into our warm vehicles.
A short distance from the station we spotted the
remains of a mine, reported by Diane Lindsay
in one of her many books on this area to be a
limestone mine for roofing materials. Another
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quick look around there, and we drove
on to a loop road that Bob and I had dis-
covered while scouting the day before. In
Jojoba Wash, we showed folks a plaque
on top of a rock, dedicated to a hiker who
had perished at that spot in 1996.

Returning to Dos Cabezas, we ate

lunch in the shelter of the athel trees, then
drove to Piedras Grandes. Here, in a cave
created by huge boulders, we “oohed”
and “aahed” over pictographs and
bedrock mortars (morteros). Farther on,
dodging raindrops, we hiked up a canyon
past a water trough inscribed “R.D.

McCain 1940 Dec.” Our destination was
the elusive Mortero Palms, and after a
steep but short hike, we were standing
among the tall, skirted Washingtonias.
This was followed by a brief look at Dos
Cabezas Spring, and then we worked our
way back toward Ocotillo, traveling along
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an old concrete
section of highway
and past the
remains of Miller’s
Garage and Cafe. It
was another great
day of exploration
and education in a
new (to some of us)
area of our beloved
desert. Bob and I
were especially fas-
cinated with the
“impossible rail-
road” and its leg-
endary wooden
trestle over Goat
Canyon. We discov-

ered that Vicki Hill and Dave
McFarland were similarly inclined.
So, bright and early Monday morn-
ing after the Rendezvous, we four
were off on the long hike down the
railroad tracks. But that is another
story.... �

Mine
Canyon/Harper

Canyon

Sunday, March
2, 2003
By Vicki Hill

SS
UNDAY WAS A
beautiful day
after all of the

wind, cold and rain.
We started out at 9
a.m. with 7 vehicles,
and headed north
from Ocotillo on
Imperial Highway.
The sun started

warming things up
right away. As we
drove through
Sweeney Pass, the
wildflowers were
starting to bloom.
Along the road, pur-

ple lupines caught our eye out of the pro-
fusion of green everywhere.

Water was still running across the
road, and large puddles were in abun-
dance.

As we arrived at Highway 78, there was
a lot of traffic coming from the Salton Sea
area, but we soon arrived at the Mine
Canyon Road and were off pavement once
again. This northern part of the park is a
lot drier than the south. Many creosote
bushes were brown, and the Ocotillo was-
n’t blooming or leafed out. The road up
the canyon is sandy and usually a little
more soft, but that morning it was wet
underneath.  The Kumeyaay village site is
located at Rocky Point about 1 mile up
canyon. The Park has put up an interpre-
tive sign explaining a little about those
who once lived there. Around 1,200 years
ago, the Kumeyaay left hundreds of mor-
tar holes and slicks, which were filled to
the rim with rain water that morning. A
sight I’ve never seen there before. We saw
many pieces of broken, cracked rock,
manos, and a few clay sherds scattered
on the ground, and there were agave
roasting pits in the area. We noticed iron-
wood trees growing on the edge of the
site, which also was an important food
source.

Leaving the site, we headed east to the
old Kane Springs Road and then to the
road for Harper Canyon. It is a beautiful
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canyon that goes up to Harper Flat. But
you will have to hike to get there. The
road ends at the mouth of the canyon. We

had lunch there where the youngest
member of the group took a short ride on
his little motorized 4 wheel “truck”. Then

we explored the
area that has many,
so-called sleeping
circles. As Jay Von
Werlhof pointed out
the day before, we
don’t know if that is
what they are. It’s
possible that they
were hunting blinds
or had another use.
The one thing that
struck us about the
area was the beauti-
ful view of the park.
The Kumeyaay often
had ceremonial
sites up high where
they could survey
their territory. 

Since it was a
heading-home trip,
and the day was half
over, we called it
quits at that point,
with everyone leav-
ing to deal with traf-
fic, except Dave and
I, who stopped at
Agua Caliente Park
for a soak in the hot
pool on our way
back to Ocotillo. As
we drove out of
Harper Canyon,
thinking about what
a life it must have

been to live out there in the heat, with lit-
tle water at times something caught our
eye behind a bush, and, strangely enough,
it was a broken surf board ! What it was
doing out there is anyone’s guess.

We can’t wait to get back down there to
see the rest of the wildflowers in bloom
and find more fun stuff in the desert. �

Going Home
Rushes

Sunday, March 2
By John Page

II
T WAS STILL DARK EARLY SUNDAY MORNING
when the rain started banging on the
corrugated metal roof of the tool shed

I had confiscated for the weekend, wak-
ing me up with a jolt. Great, I thought,
now we’re going to have sticky mud on
the flats and slimy mud on the hills.
Besides, on Saturday, someone had gotten
stuck in mud in Arroyo Seco del Diablo,
even before this heavier rain. To make it
worse, once we take the Diablo Dropoff
we can’t turn around and come back, so
we have to run the Fish Creek drainage,
no matter how mucky it gets. Maybe I
should cancel the trip?

A few hours later, the sun and a light
breeze were drying out the Anza-Borrego
desert, and I was feeling a bit more con-
fident. Six vehicles joined me in what I
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hoped would be an interesting run from
Ocotillo to S22 at the western boundary
of the Park. These brave souls included
Betty Wallin and Don Sweinhart, Robb
Anderson, Ana Romero, Allan and Ding
Wicker, Gordon Lohan, and a buddy
from a couple of Baja trips, Dick Taylor.

We were rolling a few minutes after
9 a.m.. The leader had forgotten to top
off his gas tank after the Saturday run.
After airing down at the Carrizo Overlook
and enjoying the spectacular view of the
Badlands on this fresh, clear day we ran
Cañon Sin Nombre, crossed Carrizo
Creek and made our way up Arroyo Seco
del Diablo and across the mesa to the
infamous Diablo Dropoff.

With the moist sand, the Dropoff was a
lead-pipe cinch! Everyone ran the moguls
at the top of the first, long, sandy slope
like they weren’t even there. The second
dropoff has changed character in the last
couple of years; it no longer has an intim-
idating sharp drop over a large rock.
Instead, it is now a sandstone hump with
a couple of ruts containing some loose
rocks to raise the belly of your vehicle.
The initial pitch is not nearly as abrupt as
before. Piece of cake! 

On the other hand, what used to be a
gentle runout into the narrow, rocky wash
that takes you to the main Fish Creek
channel is now mogul-rich and deserves
your undivided attention and a slow pace
to keep from rockin’ and rollin’ more
than is comfortable. Then, there is the
wash itself, which is a lot of fun if you
don’t let the bottom or sides of your vehi-
cle kiss the rocks, which I did, scratching
the same side-panel that I boo-booed on
the Miller Jeep Trail a few months ago. My

error alerted the others, who took the
obstacle a little more to the left and had
no problems.
Is it true that chicks dig body damage?
We ran Fish Creek and had lunch near

the Split Mountain anticline. Our
Saturday night speaker, Diane Lindsay,
had compared the anticline to the wrin-
kle in a rug when you push it sideways;
in this case the push was caused by the
top of a mountain which fell over.
Well…hmmm…OK, Diane…if you say
so.
It was blacktop through Ocotillo Wells

and along 78 to the southern terminus
of Goat Trail, which we ran, trying not to
collide with, or run over, any of the
munchkins on quads who had strayed

from the OHV Recreational Area. 
At the end of Goat Trail, I made my first

mistake of the day and turned onto Buttes
Canyon Road instead of the Borrego
Mountain Wash Road. I had planned to
run the intimidating, but very easy,
Borrego Mountain Dropoff. By the time I
realized my mistake, we were almost to
San Felipe Wash, so I just figured that God
did not want us to run that Dropoff today. 

We ran up San Felipe to the obscure
turnoff to the San Gregorio Monument
where we stopped for a minute before
continuing uphill on an unmapped,
scenic climb to the Borrego Air Ranch. At
one point, I thought I had made my sec-
ond mistake and taken another wrong
turn, sent my troops ahead, then changed
my mind and recalled them (no one said
a word) to follow me alongside the land-
ing strip, through the Air Ranch, and back
to the new Borrego Valley Road, which we
took south to 78. 

Heading west on 78, we turned up the
Grapevine Canyon Trail to the turnoff to
the (challenging) Jasper Trail, which
Robb and Ana elected to run.

As the rest of us continued up
Grapevine Canyon Road, I caught a piece
of a conversation between Robb and Ana:
Robb saying, “Jeez, Ana, this is really a

bitchin’ tra…..” 
(This from Ana, by e-mail, on Monday:

“I really enjoyed Sunday’s run. The Jasper
Trail was really fun, too. Most of it was
pretty easy, but there were spots that you
definitely needed lockers. Also, there
were quite a few pretty deep ruts, so you
needed a lot of articulation. We loved it! I
got high-centered once, but it was my
fault - I took a bad line. The view from the
top was beautiful -- a nice 360 degree
view. Could see the Salton Sea to the
east.”)

Once on S22, Don and Betty turned
east for the run along the Salton Sea
towards Desert Hot Springs while the rest
of us continued west to pick up 79 and I-
15 to the L.A. area.

I may be prejudiced, but I thought we
had a pretty darn good trip on an
absolutely superb day - sunny, cool and
clear with no dust and firm sand all day
long. It doesn’t get any better than that.
But, most of all, a great group of friends
with which to share the experience.�

$ 1,054.50

Desert Explorers’
2003 Silent
Auction

by Alan Romspert

TT
HANKS TO THE 34 INDIVIDUALS THAT HAD
winning bids our treasurer, Ken
Sears, was able to bank $ 1,054.50.

The list of winners in order of their con-
tributions, ie. money spent (number in
parenthesis indicates number of items
purchased) are: Bob & Sue Jaussaud (8),
Sunny & Jean Hansen (6) Jerry Etomas
???(4), Ron & Linda Lewis (5), Ron Ross
(1), Neal & Marian Johns (2), Joan
McGovern-White (6), Penelope Proffitt
(3), MayBelle Lipking & grandson
Jonathan Dodd (4), Debbie Burger (1),
Kate VO (2), Leonard Friedman (1),
Nette Patterson (2), Chuck Mitchell (1),
Bob & Susan Brammer (2), Bob Hon
(local) (2), George & Anne Stoll (2), Ann
Fulton (3), Jim Proffitt (1), Shirley Bolin
(2), Dave Pope (Desert Dave) (1), Mitzie

Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

April 3-6 MRVM at Olivers’ Olivers

April 6-7 Land Saililng Martin

April 17-19 Death Valley Anderson/Romero

May 3-4 Los Padres NF Jacoby

May 11 Tip Toe thru the Tulips Johns

Late May Arizona Strip Messersmith

May Hualapai Mtns. Wallin

Late Summer Callifornia High Flats Page

September Taklamakan Desert Anderson

October 13-14 Eureka/Saline Valley Page

September 2004 Chile Anderson/Mitchell

Please welcome
our new subscribers

John Downing Anaheim
Norris Hanna Rancho Cucamonga
Tom Thompson San Diego



(our hostess) (1), Allan Wicker (2),
Charles Hughes (1), Myrtie Putnam (1),
Mindy Heimdal (1), Allan Schoenherr
(1), Reda Anderson (1), Ted Berger (1),
Vicki Hill (1), Nancy MacLean (1), Bill
Cook (2), Alan Romspert (1), Bill Neill
(1), Betty Wallin (1). Amounts spent
ranged from $289.00 for eight items to
$2.00 for an apple seed necklace.

Of course none of this would have
been possible without the 20 individuals
who donated items for this auction.  They
were; names followed by number of items
bid on and amount generated. Alan
Romspert (21-$195.00), Joan McGovern-
White (12-$191.00), MayBelle Lipking
(3-$190.00), Bob Jaussaud (2-$65.00),
Ron & Linda Lewis (2-$63.00), Neal &
Marian Johns (3-$54.00), George & Anne
Stoll (3-$50.00), Chuck & Jeanice
Kalbach (2-$33.00), Bob Martin (2-
$31.00), Bob & Shirley Bolin (2-$27.00),
Dean Hilleman (3-$25.00), Reda
Anderson (2-$20.00), Craig Baker (1-
$18.00), Vicki Hill (2-$16.00), Lorene
Crawford (2-$15.00), Ann Fulton (5-
$13.50), Desert Studies (2-$13.00),

Nancy MacLean (1-$11.00), Joan Berger
(2-$8.00), Bill Neil (1-$5.00).

The donated items were an eclectic
assortment; from jewelry, railroad tie date
nails, art pieces, a lawn mower, many
books, hot sauce-jelly-salsa, Bill Neill’s
grapefruit and the very popular blown
glass pieces of Tom White donated by
Joan to list a few.

This seems to be a successful way to
augment the treasury of the Desert
Explorers, so be prepared to help next
year with your donations and, of course,
your bids. �

FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four-
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a
variance at their discretion.

Baja Expedition
March 31-April 11
Leader: John Perko

CB: 13

TT
ECATE TO LORETO AND THE SEA OF
Cortez to the Pacific Ocean. Call
John Perko at (805) 640-9132

or e-mail him at jperko@earthlink.net

for information on this exciting adven-
ture.�

Joshua Tree
April 3 - 6

Leader: Bob Oliver
CB: 13

TT
HIS WILL BE A COMBO MRVM & DESERT
Explorers trip.

Where: Bob & Betty Oliver’s place in
Joshua Tree, California

Facilities: Plenty of room for tents,
trailers, RV’s

Water & restrooms
Great views & scenery (wildflowers)
Close to National Park
10 minutes from town (29 Palms –

Yucca Valley)
Activities:
Day trips begin at 9 a.m. on Friday,

Saturday, & Sunday to end before dark.
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Silent auction bidders enjoying happy hour and checking their bids

Next Meeting
Sunday April 13

Neal & Marian Johns’
10:30 a.m.

Potluck brunch. Coffee will
be provided.

If you don't have to rush right home
after brunch and the meeting, we'll
make a short loop (~ one hour) of
some more Secret Backroads,
unknown to most Lytle Creek visitors.
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Pot luck dinners Thursday, Friday &
Saturday

Evening campfire (bring firewood)
Short hikes through local area to view

wildflowers
Requirements:
Up to date MRVM memberships
4 wheel drive vehicles
CB radios
Sleeping facilities & food
Call (760) 366-9435 or e-mail mexn-

tex1@juno.com if you plan to attend, and
directions will be supplied by mail, phone
or e-mail. �

Land Sailing
April 5-6

Leader: Bob Martin
CB: 33

II
WILL TAKE OUR LAND SAILERS TO EL
Mirage Dry Lake for all to enjoy. For
safety reasons children who wish to

ride in the land sailers MUST wear bicycle
helmets or the equivalent. Dogs MUST be
leashed at all times. No Exceptions! 

Goggles, if you have some, and gloves
will make riding or sailing  in the sailers
a lot more comfortable. They are fun and
easy to sail, and I will help get you started. 

The wind (at least we hope there will
be wind) usually comes up after lunch so
the mornings are great for RC toys. I will
bring my RC planes, horseshoes and a
croquet set for a game or two of lake-sur-
face croquet. Any other toys or games will
be welcome. There is lots of space.

If you bring your own motorcycles or
quads remember the rangers who patrol
the lake will give you a ticket if you ride
double or without a helmet and a valid
drivers’ license. Last we heard the fine
was $125.00.

If the lake is wet, it is closed to all use
by the BLM so the trip will be canceled.
If you send me an e-mail, I will send you
an e-mail on Thursday, April 4th, to let
you know if the lake is open or closed.

Happy Hour and potluck Saturday
evening. E-mail: bobmartin @ snow-
line.net for directions to our location on
the lake or send a SASE for a map.�

Death Valley
April 17-19

Leaders: Robb Anderson &
Ana Romero

CB: 13

AA
PRIL IS ONE OF THE BEST TIMES TO VISIT
Death Valley; and if we continue to
get more rain, perhaps we’ll even be

treated to a wildflower display. My main
goal on this trip is to complete the explo-
ration of Cottonwood and Marble
Canyons that we started a couple of years
ago but couldn’t complete because we
ran out of time and daylight. The entrance
to these beautiful canyons is just to the
north of Stovepipe Wells. This is an all-
day excursion. These are two interesting,
well-watered canyons with a few archaeo-
logical sites. If we get enough rain, it is
likely that we will come across streams
which, of course, attract an abundance of
wildlife. Plan to camp in the canyon that
night. This is approximately a 25-mile
round trip. Other sites that we’ll visit,
because they’re great sites and deserve to
be revisited, are: Jailhouse Canyon which
has an exceptionally well-preserved mine
at the end; Lookout Point with a spectac-
ular view of Death Valley; and, perhaps,
Skidoo if there’s time and interest. Of
course, there are the usual Death Valley
sights which we’ll probably want to take
in as time permits. High clearance 4x4
“low range” vehicles are required for the
canyons and the Lookout Point trails, and
depending on trail conditions, lockers
could be useful. Gas is available at Trona
and Stovepipe Wells. The trip is limited to
8 vehicles.

E-mail: arcadia418@earthlink.net
Phone: 626-821-0044�

Los Padres
National Forest
Exploration

May 3-4, 2003
Leader: Bob Jacoby

CB: 13

MM
EET AT 10:00 A.M., SATURDAY, MAY
4, 2003, at the intersection of
Cottonwood Canyon Road and

California 166. This is on the south side of
California 166 and is 12.5 miles west of
the town of New Cuyuma and immediately
west of mile marker 52 on California 166.

We will climb partially up Cottonwood
Canyon and then all the way up Bates
Canyon to the ridgetop. We will follow the
ridgetops of the Sierra Madre Mountains
for about 24 miles where we will cross
California 166 and pick up the Big Rocks
Trail. We will camp at the Buck Springs
campground. The next day we will take the
challenging Twin Rocks Trail and other
interesting roads in the area, returning to
Sierra Madre Road. We will then take the
Miranda Pine Road to pavement just
north of the Santa Ynez Valley and not far
from US 101. This is a fairly easy trip
roadwise, but the scenery is spectacular.
The trip is limited to 10 vehicles. E-mail
jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net�

One-day Trip
Tiptoe Through
the Tulips (wild-

flowers)

On Mothers’ Day
May, 11, 2003
Leader: Marian Johns

CB: 13

NN
OT ONLY WILDFLOWers, BUT THE
famous Tehachapi Loop (where the
Santa Fe Railroad loops around

Visit Desert
Explorers on the

Web!
See more pictures and in

color!
http://desertexplorers.org
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back over itself), and the old Ridge
Route, are on the agenda for the day.
Bring your cameras!

So find old mom, dust her off, and
bring her on out. I just wish I could bring
my mom - wish she was still alive. She
really loved wild flowers. If you don’t
have a mom to bring, how about the
mother of your kids? Or your wife?
Girlfriend? both? Well heck, flowers (and
trains and old roads) are for everybody.
Most of the trip will be on pavement -
some dirt, but 4x4 shouldn’t be needed.
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the intersection of
Hwys. 58 and 14 in Mojave - south side of
town. I contacted the Theodore Payne
Foundation, native plant organization, for
information (www.theodorepayne.org).
They say (info@theodorepayne.org) it is
impossible to predict when and if there
will be abundant wildflowers. However,
once the wildflowers are blooming, they
can tell you where
(flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org).
Cross your fingers and hope for a memo-
rable display. E-mail or call Marian for
reservations. �

California High
Flats

Late Summer, 2003
Leader: John Page

CB: 13

TT
HIS TRIP WILL TAKE US TO TWO OF THE
highest road-ends in California
where we will breathe thin air, soak

up gamma rays, and be astonished at the
clarity of the night sky.

First, we will visit Coyote Flats, near
Bishop, at about 10,000 ft., where we will
hang out for a day or two, just watching
the Palisades, and/or hiking to the Baker
Lakes and Thunder and Lightning Lake,
and/or fishing; then we will move to
Mahogany Flats, in Death Valley, at about

8500 ft., where we will hang out for
another day or two just watching Death
Valley, and/or hiking to Wildrose Peak or
Telescope Peak.

At this point the schedule is open, so
the leader will try to set it to accommo-
date anyone interested in joining this trip.
E-mail John Page at jppage@adelphia.net
for a reservation.�

Eureka/Saline
Valleys

October 13-14 (maybe
longer)

Leader: John Page
CB: 13

SS
tARTING AT BIG PINE, WE WILL VISIT THE
Eureka Dunes, then run Dedeckera
Canyon through Steel Pass and

spend the night at one of the Saline Valley
hot springs. The next day we will take a
short hike up to the McElvoy Canyon
waterfall and visit an Indian camping
area. We will look for petroglyph sites
reported to exist in this area.

The trip may be extended into Death
Valley or the Panamint Mountains if there
is sufficient interest. Participation in the
extension would be optional. E-mail John
Page at jppage@adelphia.net for a reser-
vation. �

Meeting Minutes

TT
HE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT
the home of Lorene Crawford
February 12, 2003 at 6:45 by

Chairman  Emeritus, Neal Johns, in the
absence of Chairman, Bob Jaussaud.

Present were: Lorene Crawford, John
Page, Bob and Marilyn Martin and Neal
and Marian Johns.

Prior to getting down to business, a
motion was made and passed unani-
mously that we not pay for pizza tonight
only. That was because Lorene, in honor
of the small crowd and heavy rain, had
made a most delicious chili con carne
and hot bread supper. Perfect rainy-
weather food. Thanks, Lorene.

Reports:
Newsletter: 

We still need trip reports from leaders.
To date we’re missing those of Ana
Romero (Nov. & Dec.), Bob Jacoby
((Jan.) and Bob Jaussaud (Feb.). Neal,
once appointed Official Bugger, will put
on his bugging hat. We’re committed to
$1,152.95 to cover future newsletters.
Subscriptions:

We have,  as of January 14, 2003, 139
paid up subscriptions, six 1 month past
due, and six 2 months past due.

Treasurer:

Ken Sears reported via telephone that
we have a balance of $4,394 after paying
Chef Arturo a $300 deposit for the
Rendezvous’ Saturday dinner.

Trips:

We have several planned through
April. We need trip descriptions for sev-
eral. 
Web site:

It is up and running and paid up
through 1/04. John will check on picking
up the desertexplorers.com site which
was kindly vacated for us last year. It was
moved and seconded that John be
allowed to pay up to $100 to pick up this
site. Passed unanimously.
Next Meeting:

After some discussion on the difficul-
ties encountered getting  to evening meet-
ings in the winter, it was moved and
seconded  and passed unanimously that
we try a daytime  meeting on a weekend
(so those of us who still work can
attend). Accordingly the next meeting will
be a Sunday morning potluck brunch at
Neal and Marian’s house on April 13 at
10:30 a.m. Coffee will be provided.
New Business:

Marian announced that she will be
speaking, and John Page will be present-
ing a photo show on Peru at the
Adventurers’ Club at an unknown future
date. Through the kindness of Dr. Steven
Bein, interested Desert Explorers will be
invited to attend. Marian will provide the
details and date as soon as they are avail-
able.

DDeesseerrtt  EExxpplloorreerrss
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Rendezvous:
Anne Stoll, who was called to Tucson,

reported by e-mail that she has 76 paid
registrations. George Stoll reported that
he has about 8 unopened registration
envelopes waiting for her return which
should bring the total to at least 90.

John Page is  to ask if the speaker
needs any equipment, etc. .  John is to ask
Anne Stoll to prepare a schedule of events
to be handed out to participants, proba-
bly from the sign-up board.  John volun-
teered to see if one of our proposed
humorous speakers is still available. 

Johns and Martins will determine how
to bring the DE’s large screen just in case
it is needed. 

It was moved and seconded that we
pay our known Rendezvous expenses: so
far $175 to the trailer park for use of
their ramada Fri. and Sat. and use of their
P.A. system on Sat., $300 up front money
to Chef Arturo. In addition Anne was
granted an additional $100 to use only  if
needed. Passed unanimously.

Bob Martin is to see that a sign

reminding people to bring their own
tables and chairs for the Sat. night dinner
and program is posted on the trip  sign up
board.
More New Business:

The feasibility of forming a committee
to see if we could take any action, in addi-
tion to suggesting subscribers write indi-
vidual letters to state, county, and federal
officials, to support President Bush’s new
policy on RS2477,
which states
counties can
petition to have
previously closed
historic roads and
trails re-opened
to vehicular travel
was discussed.
Pending clarifica-
tion from the
MRVM regarding
Museum policy,
no action was
taken.

Adjournment;

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45
p.m..

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn
Martin. �

Note from Marian
Johns

SS
INCE OUR LAST MEETING (SEE MINUTES), I
have found out that we will not be
having a joint Adventurers'

Club/Desert Explorers’ Peru program.
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Where am I?Where am I?
Mystery location for March was central part of Anza-Borrego

State Park, on Borrego Mountain. March winners: Bill Ott, Bill
Dunlap, John Page and Matt Thoma. Bob Peltzman is lost again.
"Where Am I?" He says he went left when the rest went right and is
completely lost. He sent us this map of where he is. Send your
guess as to where this is to Bob at: bopeltzman@aol.com (with the
word "Lost" in the subject), and he will send me the names of the
first three people to correctly guess the location along with a dif-
ferent lost map to publish in another newsletter. Your answer to
Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The south-
ern part of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf Course.”

photo by Marilyn Martin

Marilyn made me include this picture!

"We don’t like their sound, and
guitar music is on the way out."
Decca Recording Co. rejecting

the Beatles, 1962.

Joan - First Aid Instructor Ken the Money Man! Jay Van Werlhof
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Larry Acosta afab@sbcglobal.net
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Dave Beyer debeyer@att.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Debbie Burger dburger@guidemail.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Cook bcookpetra@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lorene.crawford@verizon.net
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
Alona Daudel photominer@aol.co,
Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
John Downing downing@chapman.edu
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards eded010@yahoo.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Nancy Gorham ngcarraway@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net

Norris Hanna nhanna@adelphia.net
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@earthlink.net
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Stephen Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
Jerry Koplowitz jkopnv@aol.com
John Kosharek johnnjoann@juno.com
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Jay Myers jayclams@aol
Robert M. Myers rmyers3510@cs.com
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Cindy  O’Loughlin gethergoat@aol.co,
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mexntex1@juno.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net

Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Jim Proffitt jproffitt@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.g.ross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerry Smith jerytim@aol.com
Larry Sorenson 4xteardrop@msn.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@cox.net
Anne Stoll aqstoll@concentric.net
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Tom Thompson tom@thompsoninsurance.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
James Wales walesje@yahoo.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Matthew Wilson mwilson@mail.sdsu.edu
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail

General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:

Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t i on  f o rmDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See above:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00

entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per
cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.

Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-572-6015 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 10736 Jefferson Bvd. #624Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 k6mbp@attbi.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Debbie Burger Roadrunner 10801 Lemon Ave. #2424 Alta Loma California 91737 909-989-6748 dburger@guidemail.com
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lorene.crawford@verizon.net
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@netzon.net
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 1088 Levee Dr. Mohave Valley Arizona 86440 520-768-5213 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave. Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 928-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart Mr. Nice P.O. Box 23061 Santa Ana California 92711-3061 ecv1069@earthlink.net
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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Deadline 
for stuff f

or the 

April  new
sletter is 

March 15
 please!!!

send som
ething...

¡ FLASH !

Check your subscription date to

see if you need to renew!!!

Address correction requested

OOPS!! (not a Desert Explorer!)


