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Secret Back Roads

by Marian Johns

EE
VEN THOUGH THE SECOND BIG (6000+ ACRES)
Cajon (Louisiana) wildfire was still burn-
ing, 33 people in 14 vehicles showed up

at our house in Lytle Creek for a day of explor-
ing. Maybelle Lipking and her progeny – four
generations worth – swelled our ranks consid-
erably. Besides Maybelle, there were daughter,
Nancy Dodds and husband, Bob; granddaugh-
ter, Jenny Vuiller; and great grandsons,
Jonathan Dodds and Trent Vuiller. Other par-
ticipants included Don and
Myrtie Putnam, Ken and
Diane Sears, Vicki Hill, Carol
Paquette, Craig Baker, Bob
and Shirley Bolin, Reda
Anderson, Marilyn Roach,
Steve Racz, Betty Wallin, Don
Sweinhart, Karen Fowler, Jon
Pierce, Ding and Allan
Wicker, Dave Cox, Allison
Turkish, Markus Bruetsch
and son Nicholas, Bob and
Alicia Wieting and son
Andrew, and yours truly,
Marian and current hubby,
Neal Johns.
We started off by driving

down the highway to a dirt road near the
ranger station, up past the beautiful Lytle Creek
sewer treatment plant, and up onto the ridge
east of Lytle Creek Canyon. From this vantage
point we could see I-15 and the trains in Cajon
Pass below. A couple of smoky hot spots were
still visible, but traffic down there was moving
right along. Traveling south on the ridge, we
stopped occasionally for views and wildflower
photos. I-15 cuts across the lower end of the
ridge, and there we descended while admiring
the bird’s eye view of Glen Helen Regional
County Park and the Blockbuster concert com-
plex.
From the bottom of the ridge we took old

Route 66 (Cajon Blvd.) south toward San
Bernardino for a couple of miles until we came
to Palm Ave. Here we turned left. Just past sev-
eral tract housing developments, at the base of
the mountain, Palm Ave. disintegrates into a
one-lane, dirt, Forest Service road that climbs
from approximately 1500 ft. to over 5000 ft. in
a relatively short distance. At the top we found
big trees – pine, spruce, oak, and cedar, plus
views of smoke (from fire) and smog in the
basin below. But looking up Cajon Canyon, it
was surprisingly clear, and we could see all the
way up Lone Pine Canyon to Wrightwood.
There, in the shade of the trees, we had a
leisurely lunch. As we headed east back down
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off the mountain,
we were treated to
views of
Silverwood Lake
and Hesperia.
Back on pave-
ment we took
Hwy. 138 down
Summit Valley and
past the scorched
hills of the first
big Cajon fire
(Blue Cut) that
burned several
thousand acres a
couple of weeks
ago. Next, I had
planned to take
the group to Lost
Lake and up the
steep Applewhite
Road back to
Lytle Creek.
However, this
area was closed –
the fire still not
c o m p l e t e l y
doused. So
instead, we drove
down the freeway
to the Kenwood
exit and there
took a dirt “road”
into the sandy

Cajon wash for a little 4 wheeling –
down the wash, under I-15 and out
onto the Devore Cutoff. On this short
detour we saw remnants of the old two-
lane highway on the side of the wash
that predates the four-lane highway. As
you may know, a portion of that four-
lane highway is still open and visible as
you drive up/down Cajon Pass. 
From there we headed back to Lytle

Creek and continued on up the canyon
via the dirt road toward Stockton Flats.
On this stretch Ken and Diane Sears’
truck began to make worrisome
noises. Jon Pierce and Karen Fowler
were also having trouble, so they called
it a day and turned around. Near
Stockton Flats the rest of us once again
climbed up a ridge with (I thought) the
most spectacular views of the day. Mt.
Baldy and several other peaks loomed
high above us and Lone Pine Canyon,
Mormon Rocks, Cajon Pass, and Lytle
Creek Canyon were far below. Even far-
ther in the distance we could see

Phelan, Baldy Mesa, Hesperia, and
Victorville.
By 5:00 p.m. we were back to Lytle

Creek. Most folks headed home, but
seven of us walked down to the local
restaurant for dinner. That was one, long,
jam-packed day! I bet there were about
33 very tired puppies who fell into bed
that night. �

Miller Jeep Trail,
June 22, 2002

By John Page

LED BY ROBB ANDERSON AND ANA
Romero. This was an impromptu pri-
vate day trip up the infamous Miller

Jeep Trail in the Los Padres National
Forest from Lockwood Valley to high up
on Alamo Mountain.
We formed up at 10:00 a.m. in

Gorman, and then Robb and Ana led us to
Lockwood Valley where we aired down
and stood around talking for a while.
Tony took the opportunity to shave the
fender of his Samurai so his new big
wheels would clear.
We had eight vehicles: Robert and

Jay...black Toyota 4Runner, Anne
Bunch...blue Jeep, Ralph Bunch...black
Jeep, Tony...Suzuki Samurai, Ray...Blue
Toyota pickup, Robb Anderson...Blue
Toyota Forerunner, Leader Ana
Romero...Red Toyota Forerunner, Co-
Leader John Page...Grey Toyota Tacoma
TRD.
As I was looking at the beginning of the

trail, which has a nasty climb through
some narrow rocks, I met a couple who
had just caught some small trout in the
stream (Lockwood Creek?) we were to
cross.
We all made that first pitch and while

we were congratulating ourselves, I
looked down to see the source of a
strange noise I’d heard whilst making my
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Overlook

Photo by Allan Wicker
Marian captures wildflowers

Photo by Allan Wicker
Ken Sears provides lunchtime entertainment

Bigamy is having one
wife too many.
Monogamy is the

same.
Oscar Wilde



way through the rocks. There it was! A
“booboo” just rear of the door on the
right side of my truck.
We worked our way up the trail, some-

times waiting a minute or two for Robert
and Jay, in their lockerless Toyota, to
make a couple of attacks at the rough
places before they made it through. As we
finally made it down into Piru Creek val-

ley, we could see the Gold Coast Jeep Club
clustered on a spot part way up the final
climb to Alamo Mountain. 
We stopped at Piru Creek for lunch.

During the break, I walked up the hill to
see what the Gold Coasters had been
looking at earlier. It turned out to be a
nasty pair of rocks on the right and a
pretty deep pit on the left, followed by a

ledge. This is now known as Anne’s Spot
because, with her new lockers (fore and
aft), she followed Robb’s advice to just
“point and shoot” and went through with-
out any hesitation or difficulty. Nice work
Anne. The student has surpassed the
teacher! (I took an easier bypass on the
right.)
From the top of the next rise we could
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Lunch Break
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View from the rear view mirror
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Before they knew what was ahead

Digital photo by John Page
Anne gives it a go



see what lay ahead and the trail
behind us. A little further, as we
approached the end of the trail,
there was one more ledge to con-
quer. Most of us took the easier
route to the left, but Anne Bunch,
as usual, took the ledge head-on.
She high-centered on her first
shot, and she high-centered on
her second shot, and she high-
centered on her third shot. Finally,
with great reluctance, the “Locker
Queen” gave up and took the same
route as the rest of us. 
Meanwhile, Ralph Bunch who was the

group sweep - and who had been waiting
on a steep slope for Anne to perform her
Jeep magic - found that his Jeep, with its
new 26-gallon gas tank, wouldn’t start
because it was out of gas! Maybe not
really out of gas, but...for sure...no gas
was getting to where it was needed to
make the engine go putt-putt. He figured
that the intake to the gas line was proba-
bly far off the bottom of the tank. Luckily,
one of us, (me) had a spare gas can, and
its contents were enough to get him going
again. Even when Jeeps work, they don’t
get you where you want to go! 
Another mile or so of challenging

climbing through clusters of rocks and
we were at the 6727 ft. meadow on Alamo
Mountain at the end of the Miller Jeep
Trail. 
A long drive around and down Alamo

Mountain took us through the Gold Hill
Campground and into the Hungry Valley
OHV area. Most of the group stayed to
play with the obstacles and traps there,
but I headed home with the warm glow of
having gotten good hugs from two of my
most favorite ladies!
Ana and Robb, it was a great day trip! �

Kelly Point Trip
June 2002

By Bill Ott

WW
ELL — EVERYONE SHOULD GO TO
Kelly Point (at least once). In
June, the Mohave Outback

Explorations (M O E ‘s) did the point in
two days as a part of a week long trip in
the Arizona Strip.
Dan Messersmith
and Buffalo
Hayden were our
leaders. The rest
of the group con-
sisted of Sue
Baughman, Haul
and Mary
Reddick, John
and Lucy Perko,
Brad Morrison
and Jean Aken,
Bill Ott and
Lorene Crawford,
Stu Nichol and
Steve, Cora &
Brian Mills mak-
ing up 7 vehicles.
Base Camp was
near Poverty
Mountain at N36
23.62, W113
34.76, El. 5760ft,
which is about 60
miles south of St.
George, UT on a
dirt road. Two
days of the week-
long excursion
were planned for
Kelly Point. One
day down, camp,
and one day

back. We left base camp at 8:00
a.m. and got to Kelly Point at 3:00
p.m. It was 50 miles from base
camp to Kelly Point. The first 25
miles took approximately one hour
and the 2nd 25 miles took 6 hours.
But it was worth it, - a magnificent
sight over looking the Grand Canyon
when you get there. About half of the
last 25 miles are rocks, rocks,
rocks. You are constantly picking
your path, doing 4 or 5 miles per
hour. There was little elevation
change - start was 6200 feet and end

was 6100 feet. It’s a long flat plane. There
were NO tire problems as well as no other
problems. Sue Baughman did it in a stock
Suzuki Side Kick. That’s incredible!!
There should be some kind of certificate
for that. By the way your cell phone works
at Kelly Point. And lastly as Stu Nichol says
“IT REALLY DOESN’T MATTER”.�
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Please welcome
our new subscriber

Dave Beyer San Diego

Photo by Bob Martin
Dan Messermith at Kelly Point 1997

Photo by Bob Martin
View from Kelly Point 

Etymology Lesson
Nealed vb

To be insulted.

To be the victim of a sexist remark

To be taken advantage of.

To be put down.

To be led up the wrong road.

To camp long after dark.



FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their descretion.

White Mountains
August 24-25, 2002

Leader: Alan Romspert
CB: 13

II
T IS TIME FOR ANOTHER SUMMER HIGH ELE-
vation trip to the White Mountains.
We will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday

morning outside Bishop on East Line
Street just east of where the road crosses
the Owens River. We will leave at 8:15
a.m. to go up Silver Canyon (4wd and CB
will be required). We will visit two of the
University of California’s higher elevation
research facilities: Crooked Creek Facility
(10,150 ft.) and Barcroft Laboratory
(13,100 ft.). Due to the high altitudes
people with heart problems should not go
on this trip. I plan on having the group
camp in Cottonwood Grove on Saturday
night, bring potluck items. This trip is
limited to ten vehicles so if you plan to go
e-mail me (aromspert@fullerton.edu) or
call (714) 870-0946 to get on the list.
Well-behaved K-9’s O.K., but no loose
women allowed.�

Peru
September 4-26, 2002,
Or, is it October 2nd?
Leader:  Marian Johns

By Reda Anderson

TT
HE TRIP TO PERU, SOUTH AMERICA, IS
full and airline tickets have been
purchased. Twelve enthusiastic

Desert Explorers extraordinaire are
about to hit some international dirt once
again. With Marian at the helm, and Neal
nowhere in sight to guide her, the oars
are in the water; and we'll be rowing on
September 4th. Most of us will return to
the states September 26th, but a handful
will not have had enough and are extend-
ing their trip to October 2nd. It's whom
you're with, as well as where you go, that
makes the trip; and Marian has put
together one stellar assemblage of travel
companions. �

Scorpios Go South!
November 9, 10, and 11.

Leader: Anne Stoll
CB: 13

JJ
OIN THE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY SCORPIOS
(Sue, Anne, Vicki, Dave, Marilyn,
Nancy and ?) and friends as we follow

our fearless leader Neal into the wilder-
ness south of Laguna Salada in Baja.
Details are still tentative, (some folks
might go out Friday) but the plan for now
is to cross the border at Mexicali and ren-

dezvous Saturday morning. Saturday night
will be a boonies camp in gorgeous open
desert country somewhere at the base of
the Sierra Juarez. After more exploring
Sunday, we’ll go in to Guadalupe Hot
Springs for Sunday night and have our
traditional feast and Scorpio Soak (we
Scorps like hot water!). Ken Sears is
coordinating our reservations there; he
plans to reserve our favorite spots on the
south side of the arroyo (there is a fee for
staying there). Monday we’ll try (again)
to hike to the painted cave in Viboro
Canyon before heading home (we’ll fol-
low Marian this time, instead of John
Page). Picture ID (passport?), Mexican
insurance, CB and 4WD necessary. Space
limited. RSVP and SASE to Anne Stoll (see
Leader List)(aqstoll@concentric.net) or
(annestoll@sricrm.com).�

Desert Explorers
Meeting Minutes
Neal and Marian Johns’ Home -

June 6, 2002
PRESENT:

Reda Anderson, Marian Johns, Bill Ott
Robb Anderson, Neal Johns - Chair
Emeritus, John Page - Web Dude, Outings
Bob Bolin - Mailings, Chuck Kalbach, Ana
Romero, Shirley Bolin - Mailings, Jeanice
Kalbach, Alan Romspert, Lorene
Crawford, Joann Kosharek, Ken Sears -
Treasurer, Bob Dodds, John Kosharek,
Anne Stoll, Nancy Dodds, Jay Lawrence -
Editor Emeritus, George Stoll, Fred
Grandy, Bob Martin - Newsletter, Betty
Wallin - Secretary, Vicky Hill, Marilyn
Martin - Subscriptions, Allan Wicker, Bob
Jaussaud - Co-Chair, Dave McFarland,
Ding Wicker, Sue Jaussaud - Co-Chair.
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Visit Desert
Explorers on the

Web!
See more pictures and in

color!
http://desertexplorers.org

Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

Mid August North Owens Valley Robb/Ana

August 24-31 Aerobic Training Page

August 24-25 White Mountains Romspert

September 4-26 Peru M. Johns/Anderson

November 9-11 Laguna Salada Johns/Stoll

November Eureka Dunes/Saline Valley Page

April 2003 Taklamakan Desert Anderson

Oct.ober 2003 Saline/Death Valley Page

DDeesseerrtt  EExxpplloorreerrss
Newsletter

Editor: Bob Martin

Asst. Editors: Marilyn Martin,
Marian & Neal Johns
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CALL TO ORDER
Bob Jaussaud called the meeting to

order at 7:10 p.m. after much feasting
thanks to Neal and Marian and those who
brought potluck items. Much applause
from the hungry bunch.
MINUTES
Minutes were approved.

REPORTS
Newsletter

Bob Martin said the Newsletter is fine,
and he is publishing a letter from the
Shoshone Museum thanking the Desert
Explorers for the donation.

Subscriptions

Marilyn Martin said we have 132 paid
subscriptions and 19 more due.

Outings

John Page said that we were low on
trips. Many new trips were forthcoming
up through November plus some to be
determined. John is going to do some
aerobic training hikes.

Website

John Page has not been able to access
the web server for a week, but will wait a
couple of weeks before changing to
another provider. The website is still up
and running.

Treasurer

Ken Sears said that the treasury has
$3,782 at the moment, but that the mail-
ings have yet to come out of that.

Museum

Nancy Dodds said the Museum BBQ
went well and there were 495 adults and
28 children present. Bill Mann received
an award. The next trip for the Museum
would be up to Big Bear. (At this point it
was hard to hear the proceedings
because the air was filled with the sound
of helicopters carrying water drops and
sirens from fire engines. There was a fire
a couple of canyons over, and the noise
and the smoke in the air were making
our group speed up the meeting.)
Rendezvous

The Bolins took pictures at the
Ocotillo Museum, which is partially con-
structed, and showed them. The inside
has no walls. There are no sidewalks

under the exterior eves. It is large, 40 x
42 yards. The Museum said they could
bring in porta potties as the bathrooms
were not working. The building would
do to hold the banquet in, even though
unfinished, but the question is can we
really do that. Ann Stoll is to find out if it
is legal to use the building if it is not fin-
ished. The Museum is doing more con-
struction as they get funds. The decision
was made not to have a guest speaker,
rather have people bring ten of their best
slides. There is a motel in Ocotillo with
four rooms. Catering for the banquet is
available. Maybe have a flea market, raf-
fle, white elephant thing - still up in the
air.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be at the home

of Ron Ross in La Canada on Thursday,
August 8, 2002 at 6:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT
Bob Jaussaud adjourned the meeting

at 8:20 p.m. �

Stick Lizards
by Neal Johns

TT
HE RECENT FIRE NEAR SAUGUS AND THE
unusual drought has once again
brought Stick Lizards to our atten-

tion. As most of your older folks know,
Stick Lizards, scientific name, Elgaria
Bacillum, are ubiquitous but seldom seen
creatures of the great American
Southwest. Superficially, they look like
your ordinary backyard Alligator Lizard,
but are characterized by unusual intelli-
gence demonstrated by the unique behav-
ior of carrying a stick (sharpened by their
teeth on one end), and when the ground
gets too hot, sticking it in the ground and
climbing up it to cool off their feet. They
are normally solitary, but when an
unusual event, either natural or man-
made, occurs, they group together and
sometimes clash with mankind. Serious
injuries have occurred in the past when,
for whatever reason, they have clashed
with life forms of a slightly higher intelli-
gence, i.e., the political party opposite
that of the reader, and used their sticks as
weapons. Reports from several of my
trusted correspondents have claimed they

are on the move in great numbers.
Correspondent V.I. Lenin has seen

them gathered in large communal groups
and behaving as if they had one mind or
purpose. They were moving westward,
but the purpose is yet unknown. The
Committee for Information Acquisition
has been notified.
Correspondent I.M. Michelin reports

they have been carrying large nails which
they use for disabling vehicles in the sub-
urbs as they seek water sources. He
believes they are cooled by the resultant
rush of air from the tires. AAA has been
notified.
Correspondent and author Bill Mann

reports large groups have been digging
up ghost town sites for old coins which
they use to purchase his Mojave Desert
books. He states this obviously backs up
the claim of some biologists of their supe-
rior intelligence (Stick Lizards, not biolo-
gists). Mere mortals can purchase Bill
Mann’s books at
http://www.wemweb.com/shortfuse/ .
The BLM has been notified.
Correspondent Robert Phillip

Jaussaud, our esteemed Desert Explorer
president and Lytle Creek landholder,
reports several walls in his Lone Pine
house have had to be moved due to Stick
Lizard damage. This report should tem-
pered by our knowledge of the source.
His propensity for tinkering with floor
plans is well known. Accordingly, no one
has been notified.
Your writer has not personally seen

Stick Lizard in action
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these current Stick Lizard manifestations,
but you can trust my correspondents as
much as you trust me.�

CURRENT EDITOR’S
NOTE: Sometime ago, July
of 1997 to be exact, the
Desert Explorers newslet-
ter carried the first of sev-
eral biograhpical studies of
some of the infamous
members of our group. As
there are many who have
joined us since that time it
seemed fitting to re-print
(slightly edited)the one
that reviewed the antics of
our leader Bob Jaussaud.

Asst. Editor's Note: How many times
have we heard a strident cry from Bob's
current wife Sue? It happens every time
he screws up bad. But how many of you
know the real Bob, our fearful

Chairman?- We inadvertently ran
across one of his old girlfriends and
persuaded her to share her knowledge
of his sordid past with us. This charm-
ing epistle is printed here without edit-
ing.

By Anonymous

Born in Hollywood circa 1945, Bob
grew up in Alhambra loving all things
mechanical from pocket watches to Soap
Box Derby cars. Soon after discovering
"Whizzers" (motor bikes) he promptly
had his first accident, losing control and

running into a wall bordering the drive-
way and was catapulted across the lawn,
coming to rest at his father's feet. Dad
had a few choice words about the pre-
ciousness of life, limbs, and good brakes.
He got his first ticket at age 13, while on
his Whizzer (natch!) no license, no regis-
tration (a slow day for tickets in
Alhambra).
When he hit puberty, he discovered he

was fat! Two chins and a protruding
tummy (I've seen pictures!) blocks view
of his shoes! (Editors note: That's not
all!) He puts himself on a diet, uses lunch
money to buy Whizzer parts, slims down,
and graduates to Alhambra High School.
While at a "Sock Hop" in January,

1962 he meets enchantress, Sue.
Life Begins!
Attends Cal State LA and graduates in

1968 with degrees in Industrial Arts and
Math. He gets his Secondary Teaching
Credential in 1969, marries Sue and
teaches Shop at Santa Ana High School.
Later, he gets a teaching job in LA and
takes over an "abandoned" math class
with experiences there that strongly
resembled those in the classic movie
"Blackboard Jungle".
During this time, Bob and Sue pur-

chase property on the Colorado River.
The parties begin! Blenders full of "Yucca
Blossoms" became their whole food
group on the weekends! Bob decides
June, July, and August off is not enough
reason to stay in teaching and in 1973
joins NBC. He becomes head of the
Electrical Department and is the youngest
person to ever do that! Game shows dom-

inate TV, and his department grinds them
out.
Finally, after 10 years of 100+ hour

work weeks, Bob leaves NBC and forms a
scenic construction company with two
buddies. One of their first clients is Dolly
Parton, who is delighted with the set
they've built and rewards Bob with a big
hug which he barely survives. A few years
later, Bob forms his own company, Action
Lighting, and his clients include Donald
Trump (who refuses to hug him).
Then, life changes forever. In 1986,

Bob meets Neal Johns in Nipton at a
Friends of the Mojave Road Rendezvous
(Editors Note: Neal says he remembers
meeting Sue). Neal carefully teaches Bob
all he knows about the desert, including
the joys of consuming cold canned
corned beef (and the resulting dilemma

FEEDBACK: The inevitable result
when your baby doesn't appreci-
ate the strained carrots.

SHOW YOUR DESERT
EXPLORER COLORS! 

Priced to sell ! 
Desert Explorer

T-shirts (various sizes and
colors), & Bumper stickers.
Call Neal Johns (909) 887-
1549 or e-mail neal@pe.net
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of that grease stuck on the roof of your
mouth).
Bob is hooked on 4-wheeling and

exploring the Desert. In 1987, he is the
driving force behind the formation of the
Backroad Explorers, a Committee of the
Sierra Club. The group strove to promote
its image as a safe and sane 4-wheel drive
organization, while more importantly,
seeking to have input into the Sierra Club-
backed "Desert Protection Act". Bob
received an award from the Friends of the
Mojave Road for standing up for his
beliefs but dropped out as Chairman of
the Backroad Explorers after his inputs
were ignored by the Sierra Club. In spite
of Bob's and Neal's lobbying efforts.
which included a trip to Washington DC,
the Desert Bill passed in 1994. Shortly
thereafter, most BRE members joined a
new organization, aptly named Desert
Explorers, which is a part of the Barstow
Mojave River Valley Museum. In the sum-
mer of 1995, Bob's stagehand friends
decided they've had enough of his retire-
ment antics and persuaded him to return
to work, albeit for only six months of the
year. Now he finds himself Assistant
Sound Director at the Greek Theater.�

Letter to the
Editor

From Larry Sorensen

II
RECEIVED THE DESERT EXPLORERS’
newsletter the other day and we’re
happy to become new members of

your group. There was a story that
caught my eye on the second page. It
was on your tour of the Yellow Aster
gold mine. I’ve been there many times,
inside and out. It all started around
1972 when I and my high school bud-
dies used to use all our spare time out
there exploring. We’d borrow our par-
ent’s 2-wheel drive family cars and tell
them that we were only going camping
in a public campground. They actually
thought we were good kids! The truth
was that we’d drive their cars like
tanks and drove them on all the back
roads of the Mojave Desert. On our
return home, we’d swing by a 25 cent
car wash to rinse off all the dirt and
pull the bushes out from underneath

the chassis plus pluck cactus thorns out
of the tires. My dad always wondered why
he’d run out of gas with a 20 gallon tank,
but it would only take 17 gallons to fill it!
He’d also wonder why he had so many
slow leaks in his tires! The floorboards in
his car were pushed up and I had to get
inside and jump up and down to push the
sheet metal back down. My biggest con-
cern was to remember to reconnect the
speedometer cable before I returned his
car. Now you know why I don’t have any
kids! Our favorite spot to explore was in
the Randsburg area. Our base camp was
in the valley where the Glamis-Rand mine
headquarters are but we’d drive up that
small valley and camp inside a small tun-
nel at the end of the valley on the right
side. I think the tunnel is still there and is
right on the edge of the tailings mound.
We’d walk a short distance to an overlook
area of the mighty Yellow Aster. The main
head frame of the mine was still intact
along with a large tin building. We used to
use the head frame’s hoist cable to hold
on to while we climbed into the mine. I
remember pebbles falling from the
shored up ceiling as we talked and moved
around! After reaching the bottom, there
were tunnels going off in all directions
and at different levels. We had to leave
markers at the intersections so we would-
n’t get lost and could find our way back.
There were sections of the mine where
the ore carts were still down there and
still operational. We’d climb inside and
push each other around. I remember
reading something in the Randsburg

museum about the Yellow Aster originally
having 54 miles worth of tunnels! I
believe it! It was so easy to get lost down
there. I do have one souvenir from the
Yellow Aster. It’s a wooden end of dyna-
mite box! It’s about 1/2” thick by 8”x12”
with dove tail joints. It’s dated February
28, 1930. On the back side is hand-writ-
ten pencil writing that must have been
written by some miners. There are 60
slash marks as if they were keeping count
of the sticks they used. Then there are the
names Felix Romo and E. Enriquez. We
even found an old cowboy hat along with
an old pair of Levi blue jeans. We brought
those back up to the surface but dis-

Next Meeting 
August 8, 6:00 p.m. Ron & Nancy’s

Be there!!!
To get to our place ...take the 210

Freeway toward Pasadena. La Canada is
about 5 miles northwest of Pasadena
on the 210 Freeway. In La Canada, take
the Angeles Crest Highway (State Route
2) off ramp and head north up into the
mountains. At around two miles from
the off ramp, turn east (right) onto
Starlight Crest Drive. After 1/4 mile on
Starlight Crest, turn right onto Burning
Tree, which is just a short block past
the stop sign at Godby Drive. The house
is a few houses down the hill on
Burning Tree on your right. See map
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carded them as junk. Stupid teenagers!
We probably made 12 trips out there over
a two year period and spent many days
climbing through all the mines, just living
off Budweiser & chili beans. We’d be all
scruffy, smelly and would wear our 357
mag pistol holsters, but no pistols, and
walk into town. We looked like members
of the Manson family! The local constable
would walk up to us and ask us what’s
going on. We’d tell him that we’re just
camping in the hills, and he’d ask where
our guns were. We told him that they were
hidden back near camp, but he still didn’t
look comfortable having us hang around
in town. We have a few old Super 8mm
movie films of our adventures out there
along with 35mm slides. When I read
your newsletter story of your tour of the
mine, it brought back fond memories and
sure wish we could have gone on that trip.
I do remember reading something in the
Desert USA’s discussion board about the
Randsburg museum is closed. I always
wanted to donate that dynamite box to the
museum and make sure it gets into the
right hands. We drove into Randsburg a
couple weeks ago and there was a sign on
the museum’s door stating that they are
open during the weekends. That’s great.
My web site: www.outbackteardrop.com �

Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://www.mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�
Discover Baja Travel Club

(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at
www.discoverbaja.com

Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,
weather and road reports, etc.

�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too.

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville. Gifts, Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
Box 7, Essex, CA 92332 • (760) 733-4482

http://www.mdhca.org/
Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert

guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott

�

Some good folks to know...

Where am I?Where am I?
The correct location for the  last map was Anza Borrego Desert about 1 mi. South of

Hwy. 78 near Tamarisk Grove Campground and Pinyon Mountain. The guessers were
Don Sweinhart, Bil Corry, Bill Ott, Leonard Friedman, Myrna Wosk, Warren Alksnis

Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he went left when the rest went
right and is completely lost. He sent us this map of where he is. Send your guess as to
where this is to Bob at: bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word "Lost" in the subject), and
he will send me the names of the first three people to correctly guess the location along
with a different lost map to publish in another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let
him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley near the Devil’s
Golf Course.”
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:
Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta lacosta@brady.com
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Bryan Babineau bryan_babineau@yahoo.com
Jerry Bates donna.bates3@verizon.net
Dennis Beeson sstprotow@aol.com
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Dave Beyer debeyer@att.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Deborah  Cherry ww4x4@aol.com
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lrncrf@lccas.com
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
John Dark bedrock44@webtv.net
Robert J. Day kd22@home.com
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Milt Dietsch miltdietsch@msn.com
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards 415ed@citlink.net
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net

Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Jill S. Heaton, Ph.D. jill-heaton@institute-redlands.edu
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Jimmy James fishunter@sisp.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Steven Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jim Kay jimkay@lasercom.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
John Kosharek johnnjoann@juno.com
Jim Laage jimlaage@go.com
Robert Laren tworsharron@att.net
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
David Mott compass2@webtv.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Ann Marie Nelson annmarie@jetlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mexntex@aol.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net
Pete Panattoni petebon@msn.com
Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net

Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope windwizard@attglobal.net
Jim Proffitt jproffi@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Paul Renner ecvwarhorse@hotmail.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.g.ross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerry Smith jerytim@aol.com
Larry Sorenson 4xteardrop@msn.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@home.com
Anne Stoll aqstoll@concentric.net
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
James Wales walesje@yahoo.com
Leslie Walker papadave@mscomm.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.com
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Paul Winters darev@eee.org
Myrna Wosk mstarrw@aol.com
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f ormDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t ion  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See below:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00

entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per
cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.

Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 8105 Raintree Circle Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 drbein@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lrncrf@lccas.com
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parrmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@hotmail.com
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 2052 Valderas Drive Glendale California 91280 818- 542-6404 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 520-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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¡ FLASH !

Check your subscription date to

see if you need to renew!!!

Address correction requested
When it comes to trailer balls and hitches it pays to buy only the best!


